IT' ■ 











































































A 


HISTORY 

OF THE 


MILITARY TRANSACTIONS 




O F 

THE 




B R I 

T 

I S H 

N 

A 

T I 

O N 




I N 




I N 

D 

o 

S 

T 

A 

N, 

FROM 

THE Y 

EAR MDC 

CXLV. 



TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A DISSERTATION 
ON THE ESTABLISHMENTS MADE BY MAHOMED AN 
CONQUERORS IN 1NDOSTAN. 


VOLUME II. 

SECT ION T H E FIRST. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED FOR JOHN N O U R S E, 
BOOKSELLER IN ORDINARY TO HIS MAJESTY. 

M.DCC.LXXVIII. 

177 r / 



CflwU'fpiii; 


Plttnli 


taimhail 


F rz&BjSr 


t tlrtnhi 


(tartans 


BAD 


6 om 


Mnsi 


*Si 

jllLUvratt 


Pafbrte 


Wtwi J 

l£wWt*i 


[ Jr S HA If 

Gunnel iiminluh 


Chi>|KTjr 

TjerjutomtA 


J £ JE 

5 Svtiiinil^our 


TTflSIT!/ 


S I R w JTA (r U 


ASSA 


Otii/fthtrf 


T / A * JT 

Tacks sudon 

> -ir-mP yr-<nr.*m J 


,, , ,!?? J^w*« 

TEJIHf of 


JUmicp | 


R A R 


^fA0F0im 

^ JV 0 J E \X 


Tub 

Countries «f i n d o s t a w 

E A S T of D E L HI 


41 




LMORA 


lfcibi*-* i > 


4 O //a/rriftt ttt(') ' Annie//. 

' *' , . 
late Surveyor General to the Kali India , Company m Ik'iigrai 

f lit ft rfn*et/ rt f/mti f ttty mat/ tiwf tynvtt /y /on * 

« An* //r ti.tr ^ Mm * /(t.tfrty , 

f At tf/mn //tr e y /ft t/f*r ftjfj/mt /m (tr/ttnndrdtymrtth . 




rulhfh^ ^i*rihni) at'IWhatHtnt July 1%]*. 


i 












































































































































































































































































































A 


H 


I 


S 


T 


O 


R 


Y 


O F T H E 

MILITARY TRANSACTIONS 

OF THE 

BRITISH NATION 

I N 

I N D O S T A N, 

PROM THE YEAR MDCCXLV. 


BOOK 


VI. 


The War of Bengal. 

P"TT"VHE fcope of our narrative now calls us from the coafl of 1756. 
Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel 
the Englifh fettlements in Bengal; previous to which, it 
is requifite to inveftigate the rife and progrefs of the Englifh com¬ 
merce in the province, and to give feme portion of the hiftory of 
the Mahomedan government. 

Bengal is the eafternmoft of the provinces which compofe the 
empire of the great Mogul. It lies between the degrees 26. 30. and 
21. 30. of north latitude, and extends from the 86th to the 97th 
degree of longitude, computing from the meridian of London. Its 
area is nearly 21 fquare degrees. 

The Ganges, from its irruption through the mountains of the 
frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allahabad. From hence its courfe continues 300 miles 
almoft directly eaft, when having received feven large rivers, and 
more of inferior note, it enters the province of Bengal, according to 
Vol. II. B the 
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the ancient definition, in. the latitude of 25* I0 » where its current 
- 4 —* on t he right hand wafhes the foot of a mountain called Tacriagully, 
from whence it ftrikes to the se, until it reacheth the fea. A hundred 
miles below Tacriagully it fends off an arm to the fouth, which is 
called the river of Cojfmbuzar ; and 50 miles lower, another, called 
the Jelmgeer , which, after flowing about 40 miles to the sw, 
unites with the other at a town called Nuddeah. The river 
formed by the jun&ion of thefe two ftreams is fometimes called 
the Uttle Ganges , but more commonly the river Hugh ley, which after 
flowing 120 miles of latitude in a courfe which does not verge 
more than one point to the weftward of the fouth, gains the 
fea in the latitude of 21. 30 at the iflandof Sagor. The main 
body of the Ganges, which for diftinftion is called the great 
Ganges , continues from the commencement of the river of Coffim- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of dreams from the left, until it 
reacheth the latitude of 22. 45, where its waters are met by thole 
of another river even larger than itfelf, called the Baramputrah, 
which riles on the eaftern fide of the vaft mountains that lend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of thefe two mighty rivers is 
tumultuous, and has formed feveral large illands between theft 
junction and the open lea, which their waters, through feveral 
extenfive channels, reach about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
of 22. 10. Tacriagully is the termination of a vafl: range of moun¬ 
tains, which accompanies the courie of the Ganges from the weft : 
and about 50 miles weft of Tacriagully, where they begin to form 
the north boundary of Bengal on this fide the river, another range 
ftrikes from them to the fouth, but in a curve fwelling to the weft- 
ward, which terminates within fight of the fea, at the Nelligree 
hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ball afore, in the latitude of 
21. 30. Several diftrifts belonging to Bengal lie interlperfed within 
thefe mountains, but none beyond them ; for to the weftward they 
extend foveral degrees, and are in fome parts impaflable, as far as 
the province of Berar in the Decan; to the north they divide Bengal 
fiom the fouthern divifion of Behar, and to the fouth, feem the 
natural feparation of Bengal from Orixa, which neverthelefs has 
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acquired a trad of country within them, extending 20 miles along ! 75 6 * 
the fea-coafts from Balafore to the river of Pipley, which dif- ' v * 
embogues oppofite to the Ifland of Sagor. On the eaftern fide of the 
Ganges, the territory of Bengal extends to the north as far as the 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is bounded by the foot of the firft range 
of mountains approaching Thibet. By the acquifitxon of a country, 
called Purnea , the territory on this fide the river extends 20 miles 
more to the weft than Tacriagully on the other ; and a line nearly 
north and fouth, from the northern mountains to the Ganges, 
marks the boundary between Purnea and the province of Behar. 

From this line the territory of Bengal extends 180 miles to the eaft- 
ward as far as Rangamatty, a town belonging to the king of Aflam, 
lituated in the latitude of 26. 10. on the river Baramputrah. The 
courfe of this river from Rangamatty to the fea feems the natural 
boundary of Bengal to the eaft ; but confiderable diftriels have been 
acquired on the other fide of it, which will be defcribed as occafion 
requires ; and at the upper part of the fea-coaft which bounds the 
bay of Bengal to the eaft, the province of Chittigan has been wrefted 
from the kingdom of Aracan. 

The fea-coaft between the mouths of the river Hughley and the 
Great Ganges, extends 180 miles, and the whole trad is a dreary 
unhofpitable fhore, which fands and whirlpools render inacceffible 
from the fea to lliips of burden; and for feveral miles inward, the 
land is interfeded by numerous channels, which derive from both 
rivers, and difembogue by many mouths into the fea. The iflands 
formed by thefe channels are covered with thickets, and occupied 
by deer and tygers. 

The triangle included by the Coffimbuzar and Hughley rivers to 
the weft, by the Great Ganges to the eaft, and by the fea-coaft to 
the fouth, as well as a large trad on either hand and to the north of 
this Delta, is as level as the Tandy defeats of Africa, or Arabia; and, 
like feme of the countries on the banks of the river of Amazons, 
no where produces a Angle ftone. The foil is a ftratum of the rieheft 
mould lying on a deep fand, which being interiperfed with fhells, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this iin- 
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menfe plain as are not watered by the Ganges and its branches, are 
fertilized by many other ftreams from the mountains, and for the 
fpace of three months, from May to Auguftj when the Sun is moftly 
in‘the zenith, heavy rains fall every day.. 

Hence the-luxuriance of the foil fupplies the fcibfi fiance of the. 
inhabitants with lefs labour than any other country in the world.. 
Rice, which makes the greatefl part of their food, is produced in 
fucli plenty in the lower parts of the province,, that it is often fold 
on the fpot at the rate of 2 pounds for a farthing : a number of 
other arable grains, and a Hill greater variety of fruits and culinary 
vegetables, as well as the fpices of their diet, are raifod, as wanted, 
with equal eafe : fugar, although requiring a more attentive culti¬ 
vation,. thrives every where: although.their kine are of a> mean race, 
and give little milk, yet the. defeCt of exuberance, is. fupplied by the 
multitude of the animals : the calls who eat hfh, find-them fwarmr 
mg in all the ftreams and ponds of the country, and fait is produced 
in abundance in the iflands near the foa., Hence in fpite of defpotiim 
the province is extremely populous : and the vacation from agri-r 
culture leaves, a much greater number of the inhabitants, than can 
be fpared in others, at l'eifure to apply themfolves to the loom ; fo 
that more cotton and filk are manufactured in Bengal than in thrice 
the fame extent of country throughout the empire, and confoquently 
at much cheaper rates. The greatefl part of thefe manufactures, 
and of the raw filk, is exported ; and Europe receives the largeft 
fhare ; the reft goes by land and fea to different parts of the empire* 
and other countries ; to which they likewife fend rice, fugar, beetle- 
nut, ginger, long-pepper, turmerick, and a variety of other drugs 
and productions of 'the foil.. Their real wants from abroad are only 
the metals ; but fince Europe has-opened a trade to India, they have 
confumed large quantities of. woollen manufactures, and require 
arms, and a variety of mechanical implements better than they can 
make themfelves, feme from fancy, but the greatefl part for ufe. 
The abundance of advantages peculiar to this country have induced 
the eaftern world to call it the paradifo of India ; and the weftern, 
without hyperbole, the rich kingdom of Bengal. But thefe ad¬ 
s' vantages, 
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vantages; through a long courfe of generations, have concurred 
with: the languor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the 
climate, to debafe all the eflential qualities of the human race, 
and notwithftandmg the general effeminacy of character which is 
v-ifible in all the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are frill of weaker frame and more, enervated difpofition than 
thofe of any other province : bodily ftrength, courage, and forti¬ 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy ; and they are of a ftupidity which neither wifhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thofe of the better calls, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details of traffic, and money, in 
which their patience and perfeverance are as great as their deteftatioa 
of danger, and averfion to bodily fatigue ; and it is common to fee 
the accounts of a huckfter in his flail, who does not exchange the 
value of two rupees in the day, as voluminous as the books of a con- 
fiderable merchant in Europe... 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the 
Shatter, which they affert to be the genuine fcripture of Bramah, in 
preference to the Vidam, of which the followers aflert the contrary, 
whilft neither underfland the language of the original text, which 
is called the Shanfcrit: the very difufe of this language is of the 
moft remote antiquity; it is- preserved only by. the Bramins, and 
underllood but by very few even of them. The two codes of 
the Shatter and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the 
Indian religion throughout Indoftan. The followers of the Shatter 
are diftinguifhed by the name of Gentoqs.. 

The language as-well as the written character of Bengal are pe¬ 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in any other province, and both 
feem to be bafe derivations from the Shanfcrit. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritfha that the fbvereignty of the 
Mahomedans was eftablifhed in Bengal about the year 1200, during 
the reign of Scheabbedin, the Gauride. At this time the capital 
was Luc knout i, an immenfe city, to which the natives attributed 
great antiquity: it was fituated on the. right fide, of the Ganges, 

about. 
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about 20 miles north of the ifland of Coffibuzar, and about the 
fame diftance to the fouth of Maulda. From the reign of Scheab- 
bcdin to the invafion of Tamerlane in 1399, the country during two 
centuries is always fuppofed annexed to the empire of Delhi, al¬ 
though its governors fbmetimes attefted royalty; and the province, 
during this period, has more than once been conferred on princes ot 
the royal blood, who flood neareft the throne. The confufions in 
the empire, which followed the invafion of Tamerlane, gave the 
rulers of Bengal better opportunity to aflert and maintain inde¬ 
pendence. In 1447 they appear afliiming the flile and dignity of 
kings, and in 1494, Sultan Alla ul dien, as monarch of Bengal, 
makes peace on equal terms with Sultan Secunder emperor of Delhi. 
From this time the continual convulfions of the throne,until it was 
feized by the intrepid hand of Baber, left the Sultans of Bengal 
without the apprehenlion of controul from the tranlitory fcvereigns 
who ftilcd themfelves emperors, and even Baber, until his death, in 
i 530, had too much to do in confirming his authority in other parts 
of Indoftan to look to Bengal : but in 1 534 the reigning Sultan 
was expelled by the famous adventurer Shere Cawn, who himfelf 
in 1539 quitted the province on the approach of the emperor 
Homaion Ion of Baber. This is the firft eftablifhment made by the 
houfe of Tamerlane in the province, but it was of fliort duration ; 
for Shere Cawn defeated Homaion on his return to Agra, immedi¬ 
ately after which he recovered the dominion of Bengal, and armed 
by the means it afforded, drove Homaion out of Indoftan into Perfia, 
and affumed the the throne of Delhi in 1542. He died in 1545 ; 
his foil and fucceffor Selim in 1552; and during their reigns no 
commotions appear in Bengal; but during the three abrupt fuc- 
ceflions after Selim, until Homaion recovered Delhi in 155 5, Bengal 
was continually diiputed, and by feveral competitions. Homaion 
died in 1556, the year after he was reinthroned, and ftrong re¬ 
bellions in the intermediate countries kept Bengal independant of 
Delhi until the year 1575, when the generals of Acbar reduced the 
province, and a part of Orixa, after which Bengal remained in fub- 
jeftion until 1624, when it was wrefted from the empire by Shaw 

Jehan 


Bopk VI. The English Commerce. 7 

Jehan in rebellion againft his father the emperor Jehanguire; but it 1756. 
was recovered the next year. Shaw Jehan fucceeded to the throne 
in 1627, and in 1638 fent his fon Sujah to command in Bengal. 1627.1638. 
Sujah continued lord of the province until 1661, when he was 1661. 
driven to take refuge in Arracan by Emir Junila the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, who had confined their father Shaw Jehan, and 
afcended his throne. From this time until a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in an uninterrupted fub- 
million to the authority of the great Mogul. 

The peculiar patience of the Gentoos in Bengal, then affection to 
bufinefs, and the cheapnefs of all productions either of commerce or 
neceffity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue, the 
moft minute, voluminous, and complicated fyltem of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, infomuch that the emperor Jehangire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been fovereigus of the country 
for three centuries, fays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was neceffary to acquire a competent notion of them. 

The military pride of the Mahomedans, their indolence and feniu- 
ality, their ignorance of the language, and the inferiority of their 
numbers, rendered them inadequate to a talk they detefted, and ob¬ 
liged them, however unwilling, to leave the collection of the re¬ 
venues, as they found it, with the Gentoos , and the fame inefficien¬ 
cies reduced them to continue the Rajahs or princes, amongft whom 
the country was divided, in the fuperintendance of the municipal 
regulations of their refpective diftri&s, fubjett to regulated tributes, 
and the arbitrary fines and extortions of victorious authority. The 
greateft part of Bengal remains at this day under the intermediate 
juridiCtion of thele Rajahs, feveral of whom are defcended from 
anceftors, who ruled the fame diftri&s before the Mahominedan 
con quell. 

The Portugueze appear in Bengal before the prefent dynally of 
Moguls; for an armament was fent by the victory of Goa in 1554 x53+ . 

to affift the reigning fultan againft the invader Shere Cawn. This 
nation, however, never eftablilhed regular governments or garrilons 
in the province, as in moft other parts of India. But different bands 
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at different times took up their refidence on the fea coafts of Balafore 
and Arracan, and in feveral habitable iflands, which lye in the 
mouths of the great and leffer Ganges, where, living without law, 
and with mudh ’fuperftition, fome hired themfelves as foldiers to the 
governors of the neighbouring diflnits, whilft others ecpupt boats 
and armed veflels, and plundered in the rivers all who were not 
able to refill them. The Dutch fettled in Bengal about the year 
1625. 

The trade of this country was opened to theEnglilh by means of 
a furgeon named Boughton, who in 1636 was fent from Surat to 
Agra to attend a daughter of the emperor Shaw Ielian, whom he 
cured, and the emperar, befides other favours, granted him a patent 
to trade free of cuftoms throughout his dominions, with which 
.Boughton proceeded to Bengal, intending to purchafe goods in this 
province, and to carry them by fba to Surat. His patent would 
probably have been little regarded, if the Nabob of the province 
had not wanted his afliftance to cure one of his favourite women, 
whom he likewife recovered: on which the Nabob prevailed on him 
to remain in his fervice, giving him an ample ftipend, and con¬ 
firming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, with 
a promife to extend it to all others of the Englifh nation who fhould 
come to Bengal. Boughton wrote an account of his influence to 
the Englifh governor at Surat, by whofe advice the Company in 
1640 fent two fhipsfrom England to Bengal, the agents of which 
being introduced to the Nabob by Boughton, were received with 
courtefy, and affifted in their mercantile trail factions; and the 
advantages gained by this trial gave encouragement to -profecute the 
trade. 

The profits accruing to Europeans by their trade to Indoftan, 
arife much more from the commodities which they purchafe in that 
country, than from thole which they fend thither, and the moft 
valuable part of the cargoes returned to Europe conlifts of filk and 
cotton maim failures: the weaver of which, is an Indian, living and 
working with- his wife and feveral children in a hut, which fcarcely 
.jinords him Shelter from the fun and rain: his natural indolence 

however 
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however is fatisfied in procuring by his daily labour, his daily bread; 
and the dread of extortion or violence from the officers of the diftridt 
to which he belongs, makes it prudence in him to appear, and to be 
poor; fo that the chapman who fets him to work, finds him deftitute 
of every thing but his loom, and is therefore obliged to fiirnifh him 
with money, generally half the value of the cloth he is to make, 
in order to purchafe materials, and to fubfifl him until his work is 
finifhed ; the merchant who employs a great number of weavers, is 
marked by the higher officers of the government, as a man who can 
afford to forfeit a part of his wealth, and is. therefore obliged to pay 
for protedlion, the coft of which, and more, he lays upon the 
manufactures he has to fell, of which, by a combination with other 
merchants, he always regulates the price, according to the neceffitv 
of the purchafer to buy. Now the navigation to India is fo very 
expensive, that nothing can be more detrimental to this trade than 
long protractions of the voyage; and lofs, inftead of profit, would 
enfue, if {hips were feut on the expectation of buying cargoes on 
their arrival; for either they would not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and mull wait for them at a great expence; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe them too dearly. Hence has arifen the neceffity 
of eftabliihing factories in the country, that the agents may have 
time and opportunity to provide, before the arrival of the fhips, the 
cargoes intended to be returned in them. 

The Englifh company, either in the firfl voyage or foon after, 
built a fadtory at Hughlev, the principal port of the province, lying 
about one hundred miles from the fea on the river to which it gives 
its name, and which is the weftern arm of the Ganges; but the 
officers of the government fuperintended the buildings, and objedfed 
to every thing which refembled or might be converted into a fhition 
of defence ; the Mogul empire, at that time, disdaining to allow in 
any part of its dominion's, the appearance of any other fovereignty 
than its own: for vvhatfoever forts the Portuguefe or other Europeans 
pofieffed on the fea coafts of Indoftan, the territory on which they 
flood, and many of the forts themfelves, were either wrefted or pur- 
chafed from princes at that time not conquered by the Mogul, in 
Vol. H. c whole 
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whole territory no European power had hitherto teen fuffered to 
ereCt a Angle baftion. 

Not permitted to have fortifications, the Englilh were likewife 
prohibited from entertaining a military force lufficient to give um¬ 
brage to the government, but were allowed to maintain an enfign 
and 30 men to do honour to the principal agents ; who thus con¬ 
fined to commercial views, applied themlelves with much induftry 
to promote their own, and the company’s interefts 111 trade. Englilh- 
men were lent from Hughley to thofe parts of the province in which 
the moll valuable commodities were produced : but as the number 
of factors employed by the company did not fuffice to fuperintend 
in different places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 
were annnually demanded, the greatefl: part of the purchafes was 
managed at Hughley, where the principal agents contracted with 
merchants of the country, who, 011 receiving about one half of 
the vahte beforehand, obliged themfelves under pecuniaiy penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had contracted. 
The company being by thele difpofitions invelted with a right in 
all the goods for which they had contracted, even before thele goods 
were manufaflured, gave the name of Inveftment to all their^nur- 
chales in India. J 


Thefe were the only methods of carrying on the trade with rea- 
fonable expectation of profit; but they rendered the Englilh entirely 
dependant on the government of Bengal, who, either by feizW 
the goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from being 
cained to the principal refidence, from whence they were to be 
Ihipped, might at any time fubjedt the company’s eftate to o- re at 
detriment and lofs: and of thefe rifques the company were | ap- 
prehenfive, that they kept their fairies in Bengal dependant on the 

whicif 1 ^ °f WhCre thej had a fojt aiKl garrifon, to 

which m cafes of hidden emergency, the agents in Bengal were to 

apply for advice and affiftance. S ° 

- rheir tra <H however, was carried on for fome time without 
interruption and with much fuccefs ; but in a few years when 
hey had ereCled coitiy buildings, had accumulated large quantities 
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of English commodities, and had given large credits in the province, 
the government deeming them as it were fettered to the fhore, 
changed its conduct towards them. The patents granted to 
Boughton, as well as the other ftipulations which had induced them 
to fettle in the province, were either difavowed, or conftrued in 
contradiction to tlieir meaning : the fame Cuftoms were levied from 
them, as from other merchants: the Nabob affected to arbitrate 
between the company and Inch of the natives, who in order to 
evade the payment of their debts, thought proper to purchafe his 
protection ; and even vagabond Englifh men. offending againft the. 
company ? s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court* 
and to difavow the authority of their countrymen. In a word, 
every pretext which might bring the Englifh affairs under his 
cognizance was praCtifed in order to fubjeCt them to fines and 
exaCtions. If the fetdements hefitated, or refufed to comply with 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province, was 
immediately flopped. 

For thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or retreat: both 
worfe than the mifchief; for although the government annually 
repeated its exaCtions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, whilft 
new, were iuch as rendered it more prudent to acqtiiefce, than by 
defiance to rifque the whole of the company’s flock and concerns in 
the province ; and for forty years the Englifh attempted no military 
refiftance. 

At length, finding thefe impofitions extravagantly increafed, 
becaufe they had only been oppofed by embaffies and petitions ; and 
having the lame caufes of complaint againft the Mogul’s govern¬ 
ment at Surat; the company in the year 16S5, determined to try 
what condefcenfions the effeCt of arms might produce; and with 
the approbation of King James the fecond, fitted out two fleets ; one 
of which was ordered to cruize at the bar of Surat, on all veffels 
belonging to the Mogul’s fubjeCts: the other was defigncd not only 
to commit hoftilities by fea at the mouths of the Ganges, but 
carrried likewife 600 regular troops in order to attack the Nabob of 
Bengal by land. The agents at Hughley received previous notice 
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of tbefe intentions, and were in ft r lifted to call in all their faftors 
and concerns, that all the Englifti fubjefts and property might be 
in teadinefs to repair on board the fliips, as foon as they ftiould ai- 
rive in the road of Ballafore, from whence it was intended that they 
fhould proceed and furpril'e the city of Chittagan, on the oppofite 
fhore, where they were immediately to fortify themfelves. 

The conduct of this war was entrufted to Job Chanoclc, the 
company’s principal agent at Hughley, a man of courage, without 
military experience, but impatient to take revenge of a govern¬ 
ment from which he had perfonally received the inoft ignominious 
treatment, having not long before been imprifoned and fcourged by 
the Nabob. One veftel of the fleet was loft, the largeft fhip, with 
another, were not able to make their paffiige, and the reft did not 
arrive before the month of Oftober, 16B6 : by which time, a body 
of the Nabob’s troops, probably from fome fufpicions of the in¬ 
tended hoftilities, had furrounded the factory at Hughley. Chanock, 
therefore, on the arrival of the fhips, ordered the troops, about 460 
men, to come up the river to his afliftance, gave battle^ and drove 
the enemy out of the town. A truce enfued, during which, all the 
company’s efte&s were fhipped; by which time, the governor of 
Hughley having received confiderable reinforcements, both tides 
were equally willing and ready to renew hoftilities. The Moors 
were again dilcomfited: but neverthelefs, prepared to blockade the 
factory again; to avoid which, Chanock, on the 15th of Decem¬ 
ber, took the field, and marching down the weftern bank of the 
river, burned and deftroyed all the magazines of fait, and granaries 
of rice, which he found in his way between Hughley and the 
ifland of Ingelee, which lies at the mouth of the river, near the 
weftern fhore. On this fpot, perhaps the moft unhealthy in the 
province, he pitched his camp, in the month of April, whilft the 
fliips anchored in the main ft ream. The Moors fullered them to 
remain here without moleftation for three months, during which, 
lieknefs ftvept away 300 Europeans, which was two thirds of the 
whole force. 
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In the mean time, the fleet fent to Surat had been much more. 
fuccefsfi.il, having taken from the Mogul’s fubjects, cargoes, which 
were valued at a million of fterling money. ±hefe lofies deterred, 
the merchants at Surat from making preparations for future voyages; 
the manufa&urers and mechanics, left without employment, com¬ 
plained loudly of famine ; and the emperor’s revenues were conil- 
derably dimimfhed: upon which Aurengzebe fent one of his offi¬ 
cers from Delhi, with orders to hear the Englifh complaints, and 
to mitigate the oppreffions they had fullered. Orders of the fame 
purport were likewife lent to the Nabob of Bengal, and airived 
very fortunately for the Englifh troops at Ingelee; when, reduced 
to only ioo men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded 
by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe, Hoftilities ceafed, and by a treaty 
figned the 16th of Auguft, 1687, it was flipulated, that the Eng¬ 
lifh fhould not only be permitted to return to all their factories 
in the province, but might likewife ereft docks and magazines at 
Ulabarea , a village fituated on the weftern bank, " about 50 miles j 
from the mouth of the river. 

However Chanock had not faith enough in the treaty to return 
to Hughley without the fhips, and the Moors diftiufted the Eng¬ 
lifh too much to fuffor them to appear there with Inch an ad¬ 
vantage. He therefore remained three months at Ulabarea, dining 
which the place was found, to be fo improper for the purpofes 
which had induced him to afk it, that he defired and obtaiued 
leave to remove to Soota-nutty, a town about 40 miles highei up, 
and on theother fide of the river, where the faftors and foldlery lived 
ia huts until they could provide proper habitations. Mean while 
the war at Surat broke out afrefh, on hearing which the Nabob of 
Bengal paid no regard to the treaty made at Ingelee; but gave up 
the Englifh trade to the rapme of his officeis, and at the fame 
time demanded a very large fum as a recompence for the damage 
which his country had fuflained by the late hoftilities. Chanock 
being neither- in a condition to oppofe him by arms, nor to appeafe 
him with money, font two members of the council to Dacca, to- 

trv if he mfoht be foftened by fubmiffions. Soon after their depar- - 
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ture the power of the fettlement was tranflated from Mr, Chanock 
to Heath a conitnander of one of the company’s fhips, a man of 
courage, but of a variable difpolition, not far removed from crazi- 
nefs; who, loon after his arrival at Soota-nutty, ordered all the 
Englifh to repair on board the fhips, and proceeded with them to 
the road of Ballafore, where the governor of the town offered to 
treat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro- 
pofal was not received with cordiality, detained two of the company’s 
agents refiding in the fadtory of Ballafore, as hoftages againft any 
violence: notwithftanding which, and that the two Englifh de¬ 
puties were ft ill at Dacca, as well as two other fadtors in other parts 
of the province, Heath landed with a crew of failors and attacked 
the town, which had no defences. This outrage was committed 
on the very day that the governor received a copy of the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca; by 
which it was ftipulated, that the Englifh fhips fhould attack the 
king of Arracan. Heath pretended to acquiefce to tliefe terms, 
hoping that his profeffions might facilitate his intentions of fur- 
prizing Chittigan, where the fleet arrived on the 17th of January, 
1689 ; but finding the works, as well as the garrifon, much ftronger 
than he expedted, Heath, as if he had come with no other purpofe, 
offered, as he had promifed, to join tire Nabob againft the king of 
Arracan; but foon after changing his mind again, he failed to the 
river which leads to the capital of that country, where he profered 
his fervice to the king againft the Nabob, iiififtmg, however, that 
their firft attempt fhould be againft Chittagan. But, not being of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian adminiftration, he as fud- 
denly took difguft againft this ally; and on the 13th of February, 
failed away with the fleet and the Company’s agents acrofs the bay 
of Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 15th of March. 
Here he apologized for his condudt by faying, that nothing but 
lies had been told on all fides. 

Neverthelefs, this condudt, crazy and irregular as it was, pro¬ 
duced better effedts than could have been expedted from meafures 
didtated by the moft prudent councils: for the Nabob imagined 
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that the contempt and difrefpeCt with which Heath had treated him, 
proceeded from a refolution which the Engiifh had taken, to 
abandon the trade of Bengal; and fearing to be called to a fevere 
accout by the emperor Anrengzebe, for forcing them to quit the 
province, he immediately fent letters to Madrafs requeuing them 
to return, and promifing all the immunities, the denial of which 
had been the caufe of the late contentions. Such a condefcenfion 
was thought a fufficient warrant of the fmcerity of his intentions. 
Mr. Chanock, therefore, with his faCtors and thirty foldiers, failed 
from Madrafs, and arrived in the month of July at Soota-nutty 
where, in confequence of the Nabob’s orders, the government of 
Hnghley received them with civility. 

The next year they received a phirmaund or patent from Aureng- 
zebe, allowing them to trade free of cuftoms, on condition of 
paying annually the fum of 3000 rupees. The great advantages 
intended by this favour, depended however more on the temper of 
the Nabob, than on the will of the emperor; for the Engiifh had 
more than once before received fiich mandates, and found them of 
little ufe; and the remembrance of former evils continued to 
raife folicitude, even when no immediate caufes of apprehenfioii 
fiibfifted. 

The right of jurifdiCtion over the Indian inhabitants, whom the 
refidence -and commerce of die Engiifh continually attracted to 
Soota-nutty, became every day more neceflary to prevent perpetual 
litigations with thofe, who although employed by the Engiifh, 
might at any time defy them in the courts of government, in 
which the merchants of the fettlement would be more cautious of 
feeking protection, if the company had power to flop their families, 
and attach their effects : but this right of jurifdiCtion could not be 
purchafed, even at Delhi, without the confent of the Nabob ; it 
was equally neceflary that die company fhould have a fort to pro¬ 
tect their valuable effects againft fudden violence ; but even prefers, 
of money, repeated for five years fucceflively, could not prevail 
on the Nabob to allow thefe privileges; and they were defpaired of„ 
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when fome unexpea&l events enabled the company to obtain 

'T'.6o6, theRaiahs on the weftern fide of the rivet Hugliley, 
•took up arms: thiy were headed by him of Burdawan whole 
•territorV extends along theweilern fide of the river from Nnddenh 
to the Maud of Ingelee, and who likew.fe polleffed a conhderable 
<\m& on the other ihore, contiguous to Calcutta; io that the 
Eno-lhh, French, and Dutch companies, had each their pnncipal 
fetfiement within his jurifdiaion. The greateft part of the Nabob s 
army being near the court at Dacca, the rebels made great pro- 
o-refs before a force fufficient to oppofe them could afiemble: and 
iii the mean time they took Hughley, plundered Muxadavad, m 
the iflan'd of Coflimbuzar, and from thence proceeded to Rajah- 
xnahul. On the breaking-out of this war, the three European iet- 
■ tlemerits augmented their foldiery, and declared for the Nabob , of 
whom they at the fame time requeued per million to put their fac¬ 
tories in a Rate of defence againft an enemy, whofe refentment they 
muft incur by their attachment to his government. The Nabob 
ordered them in general terms to defend themfelves; and they 
taking for granted, what was not positively foibidden, with gieat 
dilipence railed walls with baftioxis round tlicii factories . the Dutch 
about a mile to the fouth of Hughley; the French two miles 
lower down the river, at Chandernagore ; and the Englifh at Cal¬ 
cutta, a fmall town contiguous to Soota-nutty, where they had 
built their principal magazines. Such was the origin of the three 
European forts in the province of Bengal, and they weie the tuft 
which the Mogul government fullered foreigners to build in any 
part of the empire. An Englifh hoop prevented the Rajah, from 
taking the fort of Tannah; and the garrifon of Calcutta, confilf- 
mg of fifty men, beat a body of Ins troops within fight of the 
town. The Dutch affifted the Nabob’s troops to retake Hughley. 
The French did little, but appeared in arms, and fortified them¬ 
felves better than either of the other two. 

The news of this rebellion alarmed Aurengzebc himfelf fb much, 
that he fent one of his grandfons, Azim-al-Shan, with an army. 
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to fliperintend the three governments of Bengal, Behai*, and Om 
This prince was Ion of Mahomed Mauzm, who reigned alter 
his father Aurengzebe, with the title of Behader Shah; and 
Azim-al-Shan himfelf feems likewife, even at this diflant period, 
to have had an eye to the throne : for he came into Bengal with a 
refblution to amafs money by every means. This avaricious dll - 
polition the Englifh plied with p relents, which in 1698 obtained 
his permiffion to purchafe from the Zemindar, or Indian proprietor, 
the towns of Soota-nutty, Calcutta, and Govindpore, with their 
diftriits, extending about three miles along the eaitern bank of 
the river Hughley, and about one mile inland; the prince, how¬ 
ever, referved the annual fine of f 195 rupees, which this ground 
11 fed to pay to the Nabob of the province. But at this time, 
when the Englifh fettlements feemed on the point of emerging 
from continued difficulties to a Hate of profperity, the ere&ion of 
a new Eafl India Company, in opposition to the old, renewed all 
the former evils. The new company eftabhffied their factory at 
Hughley^ and the competition between the refpeitive agents was 
carried on with the fame animofity as exafperated their principals 
in England, which expofed the concerns of both to the impo- 
fitions of the Nabob, and of the merchants of Bengal, who took 
every advantage of this rivalry. However, the fpirit of com¬ 
merce, which knows no refentments that are prejudicial to its 
intereff, foon reconciled the contending parties in England, and 
produced a coalition, of which the preliminaries were adjufled in 
1698 ; but the final union did not take place till feven years 
after : this time being neceflary to blend the different concerns of 
both companies into one common ftock. 

In the mean time, the fettlement of Calcutta had at trailed fuch 
a number of inhabitants, as excited the jealoufy of the governor of 
Hughley, who, pretending that he ffiould be punifhed for fuffering 
fo many of the Mogul’s fubjeils to withdraw themfelves from 
his jurifdiftion, threatened to fend a Cadi, or Mahomedan judge, 
and officers of the police, to admin tiler juflice amongfl the na¬ 
tives living under the Englifh flag. The meafure would have 
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renewed the fame inconveniences, which had forced the Englilh to 
quit Hugh ley: it was therefore counteracted by a bribe given to 
Azam-al-Shan, who forbad the governor of Hughley from pro¬ 
ceeding in liis intentions. By this conftant attention to money, 
Azam-al-Shan in three years amafled three millions of pounds fter- 
ling, which he carried with him out of the province : but he left 
behind him his fon Furrukfhir to get more ; who, in 1713, gained 
the throne, after his father had .perifhed in difputing it with his 
brothers. 

The union of the two companies, by augmenting the ftock, in- 
creafed the trade, and enlarged the views of the direction : whe¬ 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of the compa¬ 
ny’s affairs in parliament, exerted themfelves with zeal and intel¬ 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed, 
againft the inftitution of an Eaft India company, as a monopoly¬ 
detrimental to the mercantile interefts of the nation. The com¬ 
merce of Bengal more efpecially became the objeCt of their at¬ 
tention : the fubordinate factories of Coffimbuzar, Dacca, and Bal- 
lafore, which had been abandoned, were now refettled: the exports 
and imports were doubled in value and in quantity: and the gar- 
rifon of Calcutta was augmented to 300 men : all which the go¬ 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to its ufual maxims, beheld without 
repugnance, and even without demanding money as the price of 
its forbearance and favour. This was the longeft term of repofe 
from vexations, which the Englifh had experienced fince their firft 
eftablifh-ment in the province % and the encreafing importance of 
the colony induced the company in 1707 to withdraw the fettle- 
ments in it, from their former dependence on Madrafs, and to 
declare Calcutta a prefidency accountable only to the direction, in 
England. 

But the nabob Jaffier Khan, who at this time was appointed to 
rule Bengal, did not fufter the Englifh to remain any longer in 
this fate of cafe and independence: and the refpite which they 
had lately enjoyed ferved only to convince him, that, as being better 
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able, they onglit the more readily to comply with his demands. 
Having removed the leat of government from Dacca to Muxadavad, 
in the center of the province, he was better enabled to take cog¬ 
nizance of their affairs ; and to difcover pretexts and means of dif- 
treffing them, without openly violating the privileges which they 
had obtained from Aurengzehe and Azim-al-Shan. Every year of 
his admmiftration was marked by extraordinary and incrcafing- ex¬ 
tortions, not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 
people in the province : at the fame time he was as much dreaded 
for his abilities as-deteiied for his iniquities : and the prefidency of 
Calcutta, not feeing any better refource, propofed in the year 1713, 
to the company in England, that an embafiy of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefent, fhould be fent to the great Mogul at 
Delhi. To this meafure the company readily acquiefced, directing 
the prelidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 
the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. The nomination of the 
embaffadors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 
chole John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two of the ahleft 
factors in the fervice there: joining to them an Armenian, named 
Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the fettlement. 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to 
direct their proceedings and expectations at Delhi, excepting fuch as 
they received from this Armenian, who had never been there; but 
who was very folicitous to be admitted into this honourable com- 
miffion, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by the goods he 
fhould carry free of charges in the train of the embafiy. The 
prefents defigned for the Mogul and his officers confifted’ of curious 
glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the fineft manufactures 
of woolen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds ; 
which Serhaud, in his letters to Delhi, magnified to 100,000, and 
gave fuch a defcription of the rarities which were coming, that the 
mogul Furrukfhir ordered the embafiy to be efcorted by the go¬ 
vernors of the provinces through whofc territories it might pafs. 
The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the 
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1756. capital of Behar., and from hence by land to Delhi, where they ar- 
—* rived 011 the 8th of July 1715, after a march of three months. The 
famous Hoflan Ally, who afterwards- depofed four, and created five 
emperors of Indoftan, was at this time vizir, dreaded by his ho¬ 
ve reign, and mortally hated: by Cawndorah, who was in full pofr 
feffion of the emperor’s favour. The Englilh, by their previous, 
correlpondence to Delhi, had chofen Cawndorah for the patron 
of their petitions, to which the - rivality between thefe lords was 
likely to prove no little detriment; for the one only could per- 
luade the emperor to grant, what the other alone had the power 
of carrying into execution. Jaffier, the nabob of Bengal, had from 
the beginning regarded the embafly with deteftation, as the ftrongcft 
imputation againft the integrity of his own conduct, and would 
probably have counteracted it, both by reprefentations and money,, 
if he had not wanted all his influence at Delhi to promote the fuc- 
cefs of greater views; for he had for feme years been follicitxng the 
annexion of the provinces of Behar and Orixa to the government 
of Bengal, and the fucceffion to. this vaft viceroyalty, in his family. 
Neverthelefs his emiffaries privately fpread their fpecious objections 
amongft his friends: which, with the defire of Hoflan Ally to 
thwart Cawndorah, would probably have foon produced the dif- 
miffion of the embaffadors with civil and infignificant anfwers, if 
an accident, which on a lefs important occafion would have been 
too mean to merit hiftorical notice, had not placed them at once in 
a high degree of favour with the emperor himfelf; whom not all 
the vigilance of a mogul’s feraglio had been able to preferve from 
the contagion of a diftemper, which its inftitutions feem fo well 
calculated to prevent. 

The mogul, defpairing of the (kill of his own empiricks, was- 
adyifed by Cawndorah to employ the furgeon of the Englilh em- 
bafly, named Hamilton, by whom he was in a few weeks perfectly 
cured ; and, in gratitude .for this fervice, promifed to grant the 
embaffadors any indulgences, which might be confiftent with the 
dignity of his government. Soon after his recovery fucceeded the 
feiliyal of his marriage with the daughter of Jafleing, the principal 
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rajah of the Rajpoot nation; which interrupted all other bufinefs, 1756. 
and obliged the embafladors to wait fix months before they could ' 1 ’ 

gain per million to prelent their petition. 

It was delivered in the month of January of the next year 1716, 17160 

and contained a variety of requefls. “ That the cargoes of Englilh 
M Ihips which might be wrecked on the Mogul’s coaft lhould not 
“ in future be plundered: that a fiipulated fum, paid annually to 
“ the government of Surat, fliould exempt the Englilh trade at 
“ that port from the Mogul’s duties, and from the vifitations of his- 
u officers, who had continually extorted more than they were au- 
« thorized to demand : that the rupees coined in the mints of 
« Bombay and Madrafs fliould pafs in the receipt of the Mogul’s 
« revenue: that three villages, contiguous to Madrafs, which had 
« formerly been granted, and were afterwards taken back by the 
« government of Arcot, might be reftored to the company in per- 
« petuity, fubjeft to the payment of the former fine: that the 
« ifland of Diu near the port of Mafulipatnam might be given to 
“ the company, paying for it an annual rent of 7000 pagodas.” 

In behalf of the prefidency of Calcutta, the petition rep relented all 
the impofitions of the Nabob of Bengal, and propofod, “ that they 
« fliould be obviated by pofitive orders, that all perfons, whether 
“ Europeans or natives, who might be indebted or accountable to 
w the company, fliould be delivered up to the prefidency at Calcutta ^ 

“ on the firft demand : that the officers of the mint at Muxadavad 
« fliould at all times, when required, allow three days in the week 
“ for the coinage of the company’s money ; and that a paflport, m 
44 duftuck , figned by the president of Calcutta, fliould exempt the 
44 goods it fpecified from being vifited or flopped by the officers of 
“* the Bengal government on any pretence whatfoeverand in 
order to maintain thefe excellent privileges, if granted, even in 
defiance of the Nabob hiinfelf, it was requefted, “ that the Englifli 
“■ might purchafo the lordlhip of thirty feven towns, with the fame 
“ immunities as Azim-al-Shan had permitted them to buy Calcutta, 

“ Soota-nutty, and Govindpore,” 
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Cawndorah, although he meant the embffay well, advifed them 
to aft as if they had no other reliance than on the Vizir; and the 
emperor, with the fame caution, profeffed indeed a general appro¬ 
bation of the petition, but directed the feveral articles to be dif- 
cuffed by the different officers of the ftate, to the cognizance of 
which they were deemed to belong. This lubjeCted the whole 
petition to the judgment of the Vizir; who, not without candoui, 

. difputed all the material articles, and readily allowed thofe of lefs 
conl'equence - a fecond petition was therefore piefentcJ iO the em¬ 
peror," in confequence of which Tome more points w'ere given up 
by the Vizir; and then a third; which, being received with the 
fame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft of 
his objections. But, to the great difappointment of the embaffa- 
•dors, the mandates were iffued, not under the Mogul’s, but under 
•the leal of the Vizir; which, although carrying great authority 
an the provinces near the capital, was likely to be little relpeCled 
by the diftant vice-roys, to whom tliefe mandates were addrefled, 
•To increafe their difficulties, the Armenian Serhaud, having been 
.checked by his colleagues in fome irregular proceedings, perplexed 
-all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun¬ 
cils. Neverthelefs, Meflrs. Stephenfon and Surman with great 
fteadinefs and fpirit returned the mandates, and determined to 
wait until they fhould obtain patents under the feal of the 


Mogul. 


Thefe procraftinations had already led the embafly to the month 
of April of 1716, when the emperor took the field, and marched 
towards Lahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to power, and bearing mortal enmity to the Mahomedans. The 
embaffadors followed the camp. The campaign was tedious, 
though fuccefsful, and, amongft other events, produced a quarrel 
between the troops of the Vizir and Cawndorah, which rendered 
their diflention utterly irreconcileable. Their jealoufies, after the 
return of the army to Delhi, continued to protraCl the admiffion of 
the claim made by the embaffadors ; who, having wafted four¬ 
teen months without the leaft progrefs, began to defpair of fuccefs, 
2 when 
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when they were advifed to bribe a favourite eunuch in the feraglio, 
who promifed on this condition to procure the patents in the form 
they defired, and without delay. So much money had already 
been fpent, that the embalfadors thought it would be trivial not to 
rhk this fum as the laft experiment, although they much doubted 
the effect. But, to their furprize, as foon as the money was paid, 
the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
had hitherto been averfe, to promote their requefts ; and foon af¬ 
ter thirty-four patents, including the different fubjeCts of the pe¬ 
tition, were iflued in the Mogul’s name, and figned with his feal. 
They were delivered to the embafl'adors before they had dilcovered 
the real caufe of their unexpected fucefel's; which, however, was 
explained to them before they left Delhi, by one of Cawndorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet lent from 
England began to take the fliips belonging to the Moors, the Englifh 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay : they returned after the peace ; 
but a little before the prefent patents were iflued, the prefidency of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the factory of Surat, as a refideiice 
not worth maintaining, unlefs the trade could be freed from' 
the impofitions to which it had of late years been fubject 
The government of Surat, reafoning from former experience,- 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was on its way 
from England to commit hoftilities, as in the year i68p, which 
would have been attended with the fame fuccefs ; for many fliips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubjeCls were at fea. The eu- ■ 
nuch, to whom the embafl'adors had given the bribe, was the inti¬ 
mate correfpondent and friend of the Nabob of Guzurat, who had’ 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the 
Englifh by granting their petitions, than by a refufal to expofe the 
trade of Surat to their reprifais. To this advice the Vizir imme¬ 
diately acquiefced, and from that hour changed his conduCt towards 
the embafl'adors the eunuch being early in the fecret, and fore- 
feeing the change that would fhortly enfue, determined to reap 
' feme advantage from his intelligence, and impofed himfelf on the 
embafladors as the author of the benefits which it was not in his 

power 
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power to prevent. The embaftadors having thus accomplifhed their 
com md lion, took leave of the Emperor in the month of July 1717, 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. The patents addrefled to 
the Soubah of the Decan, .and the Nabob of Guzurat, took effect 
as foon as they were publifhed, becaufe they afforded no political 
pretext of oppofition, as adding nothing to the military frrengfh of 
the company’s fettlements in either of thefe fubahfhips, although 
to their commercial advantages. But the thirty-lev en towns 
which they were permitted to pur chafe in Bengal would give them 
a diflrict extending ten miles fbuth of Calcutta along the banks 
on each fide the river Hughley, of which the pafinge in this extent 
might be eafily commanded by the ereflionof batteries or redoubt's; 
at the fame time that the revenue of the traft would defray the ex¬ 
pence : and it was fuppofed that a great number of weavers might 
be eftablifhed in it, who would be immediately fubfeft to the com¬ 
pany’s jurifdidtion. The fhrewdnefs of the Nabob Jaffier, exaf- 
perated by his grudge to the embafiy in general, faw the confe- 
quences of this grant with indignation ; but, not daring openly 
to difpute tire Mogul’s order, he deterred the holders of the land 
with fecret threats of vengeance from parting with their ground 
on any terms of compenfation which might be proffered to them : 
and the Englifh government confiding too much in the fanftion 
of the Mogul’s authority, neglected the more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nabob to their own views ; and thus the molt impor¬ 
tant conceffion which had been obtained by the embafiy, was en¬ 
tirely fruftrated. However, Jaffier admitted the privilege of the 
du(tucks, which, being recognized throughout the province, greatly 
facilitated the circulation of the company’s trade; which now no 
.longer paid cuftoms, nor was liable to be flopped by the officers 
of the government; and this immunity was frill more beneficial, 
becaufe the other European colonies were not intitled to it: nor 
indeed, any of the natives excepting two or three principal mer¬ 
chants, who purchafed it at a high rate of the Nabob. 


The 
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The company, confining them (elves inti rely to the trade between 
India and Europe, had, not unwifely, relinquifhed to their agents 
that which is carried on from one part of India to another: but 
the impofitions of the government had hitherto prevented their 
agents from reaping any confiderable advantages from this indul¬ 
gence : and to promote their profits, the company, (bon after the 
embafly, allowed all thole who ferved them under covenants to 
make u(e of their du(lucks for fuch commodities as belonged to 
themfelves; but forbid, under fevere penalties, the proditution or 
extenfion of this privilege to any others. A quedion now arofe, 
whether the company’s agents were infilled to trade from one part 
of the province to another in fuch commodities as were the pro¬ 
duce of Bengal. The Mogul’s patent implied no reftrifitions. 
But they could not be ignorant of the intentions of Delhi concern¬ 
ing this privilege; for when the embadadors propofed to Cawn- 
dorah that it (hould extend to all kinds of commodities, he replied 
with emotion “ The Sea 1 ” And the Nabob Jaffier openly treated 
the pretenfion with the fame indignation as he had fecretly felt 
againft the ceded lands, declaring that he would not fuffer the duf- 
tucks to protedl any goods, excepting fuch as were imported, or 
were purchafed to be exported, by fea; alledging, that as the (alt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, together with (bine other-articles of general 
confumption, were either farmed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
exceflive rates, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to the company’s agents, if they were permitted 
to trade in thefe articles, free of the cuftoms and rents which were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the reafoning, as deterred by the power, 
of the Nabob, the agents receded from their pretenfion, and ap¬ 
plied themfelves to make the mod advantage of thofe privileges 
which were not contefted. Succefs produced new adventures; 
and the fuperior (kill of our countrymen in navigation, induced the 
merchants of the province. Moors, Armenians and Indians, to 
freight mod of the goods which they exported to foreign markets, 
on the (hipping belonging to the colony, which, in ten years after 
Vol. II. E ' the 
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j756. the embafly, amounted to io,oco tons: anti many private foitunes 

1 —v—' W ere acquired, without injuring the company’s trade, or fubjecring 

their eftate to difputes with the government. The prefidency, ne- 
veithelefs, found it their intereft from time to time to footli the 
Nabob with prefonts, in order to promote the increafo 01 the com¬ 
pany’s iuveftinent, and to facilitate the courfe of their hufinefs at the 
fubordinate fiftor'ies : but the people of all denominations refiding 
in Calcutta, enjoyed, after the return of the embaffy, a degree of 
independance and freedom unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
Bengal: who, on the contrary, were opprelfod every year with in- 
creating vexations by the rapacity of the Nabob. 

1718. In 1718, the year after the embaffy, Jaffier received from Delhi 
the patents he had long folicited, annexing the provinces ofBEHAR 
and Or rxA to his government of Bengal, and the reverfion of the 
whole to liis heir. 

The Ganges, in a courfe which tends with little deviation from 
the weft to the eaft point of the compafs, flows through the whole 
province of Behar, and divides it into two regions. The fouthern 
extends about 220 miles, from the river Caramnafla to c TacriaguUy i 
and is Ikirted to the South by the chain of mountains which on this 
fide accompanies the courfe of the Ganges ; and foveral diftri&s .be¬ 
longing to the province are included within the mountains them- 
lelves, but none recede more than 60 miles from the river. The 
river Dewah, which is Likewife called the Gogra, joins the Ganges 
on its northern fhore 180 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. That 
river for a long way before the junction tends from the w. n.w. 
and 40 miles of the lower part of its channel forms part of the 
weffern boundary of the northern diviiion of Behar, which extends 
to the eaft 180 miles, to the line we have noted as the limit of Fur- 
niah, and recedes from the Ganges and Dewah 90 miles to the 
north ; where forefts at the foot of the range of mountains, which 
bound the country of continue with the mountains to the 

caftward far beyond Rangamati, and form the northern boundaries 
of Behar, Bengal, and Affim. The area of Behar comprizeth 9 
fquare degrees. The capital, Patna, ftands on the fouthern bank 
1 * * of 
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of the Ganges, 130 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. There are 
many manufactures in this province, although nothing near fo 
many as in Bengal, to which it islikewife; touch inferior m ferti¬ 
lity ; but it produces a great quantity of ftdtpctrc, and of the heft 
opium in.India. 

Orixa is the mod northern country on the eaft fide of the pro¬ 
montory of Indoftan. The river Pipley coming from the n. w. 
difembogues, as we have fiiid, in the latitude of zH 1 25, oppofite to tlfc 
jfland of Sagore. The channel of tliis river for 4c miles from its 
mouth, and an imaginary line 20 miles farther to the weft, to tin, 
foot of the Nelligreen hills, before they curve fo the eaft behind 
Balafore, divide Orixa from Bengal. Southward it extends along 
the fea coaft to the latitude of 20, 10, within 6 miles of Gangam, 
which terminates the province of Chicacole in the Decan. To the 
weftward Orixa is feparated from the province ot Behar by a \ aft 
trad of mountains, hitherto unexplored. The interior of the pro¬ 
vince is the ftrongeft and beft.foil in the empire ; but from the want 
of good fea-ports, there are few manufactures, and very little circu¬ 
lation of gold and filver, in the country. Catteck, the capital, is fi- 
tuated in the latitude of 21, 23, and 50 miles from the fea. 

Jaffier had no Tons, but before his arrival in Bengal had given his 
only daughter in marriage to Sujah Khan, a lord of diftinCtion, 
who accompanied him into the province. Of this marriage were 
born two fons, both of whom were arrived at man’s eftate, when 
the commiffion appointing their father Sujah to lucceed Jaffiei was 
fent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo¬ 
luptuous, and his father in law, being defirous to break him to bu- 
finefs, fent him foon after the patents were received, to govern the 

province of Orixa. 

A few months after his arrival at Catteck, two brothers, natives 
of Tartary, came to his court with ftrong recommendations from 
Delhi, in compliance with which Sujah received them into 
his fervice: appointing the elder, Hodgce flamed, to attend his 
perfon as a domeftic, and the other, AUaVerdy, to command a troop 
of horfe. They were both employed according to their talents. 
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1*756. For the elder was calm, fupple, wily, provident, but void of na- 
—7-—* tural courage: the younger, ftern, a&ive, intrepid, fagacious, but 
too high-minded to fubmit to the compliances neceflary in an 
Afiatic court. Conviction of the affiftance which each might de¬ 
rive from the qualities of the other cemented them, as much as the 
relation of blood, in the molt inviolable friendfhip. This powerful 
and uncommon union feemed to command fortune; for in a few 
years they raifed themfelves to the liigheft offices in Sujall’s court 
and army ; Hodgee Hamed becoming his prime minifter, and Alla- 
verdy the general of his troops. The Nabob Jaffier forefaw and 
dreaded the confluences of their influence : but the infirmities of 
old age had rendered him incapable of taking the vigorous refolu- 
tions neceflary to extricate his fucceflor from the toils into which 
1725. he had been led ; and in 1725 Jaffier died, to the great joy of the 
province; but of none more than the two brothers, to whole am¬ 
bition his death opened more extenfive profpe&s. They accompanied 
Sujah to Muxadavad, and partook of the increafe of his power, ad- 
miniftering the fame employments in the general government of the 
Subahlhip, as they had held in the province of Orixa. 

* 7 a 9 * In 1729 Sujah appointed Allaverdy to govern Behar, in which 
flration he had frequent opportunities of exerting his military talents, 
as well as his political abilities; being conftantly in arms againfl: 
the Indian chiefs on both fides the Ganges, who had never been 
reduced to a fettled dependance on the moorifh government. 
However, after many fights, intrigues, and afiaffinations, all fuh- 
mitted, and afterwards continued in obedience to Allaverdy ; who 
now feeling his ftrength, gave fcope to his ambition, which as 
ufual, obliterated every fentiment of gratitude to the creator of his 
fortunes. 

In the mean time Hodgee maintained his influence over the Na¬ 
bob by an obfequioufnefs which prevented all fufpicions, and re¬ 
mitted large fums to his brother, which were fent to Delhi, and in 
1 7 36. 1 7 ^ 6 procured a commiffion from thence appointing Allaverdy ; Nabob 

of Behar, free from any dependance on the government of Bengal: but 
as there was no immediate occafion to proclaim this title, of which he 
S already 
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already enjoyed moft of the advantages, the brothers agreed that it 
fliould be kept fecret, until there fhould be a neceffity of aflerting it 
publickly. However, fuch a tranfaction could not be entirely con¬ 
cealed ; and the firft informations leading to farther invelligaiions, 
Sujah, although unwillingly, was at length convinced of the 
treacherous ingratitude of his favourites. 

He was meditating revenge, when- the approach of Nadir Shah 
{truck all the provinces of the empire with confternation, and kept 
all their rulers in fufpenfe how far the ftorm would reach: and in 
ljtf, before the Perfians left Delhi, Sujah died. 

The fucceffion devolved to his only fun-riving fon Suffraze Khan, a 
man of mean abilities, and governed only by his vices. He, however, 
bore the ftrongeft refentment againft the two brothers ; but the fear 
of Allaverdy reftrained him from taking away the life of Hodgee, 
who was in his power: and Allaverdy, trembling for the fafety of 
his brother, refrained from committing any hoftilities, but improved 

his army. 

The profligacy of Suffraze Khan increafed with the means of in¬ 
dulgence : and his debaucheries went to an excefs that difordered his 
understanding. There was, amongft the officers of the court, an 
old Gentoo of diftlntfion, named AUumchund, whom the late 
Nabob ufed to confult with confidence; relying on which, AUum¬ 
chund ventured, in a private conference, to warn Suflraze Khan of 
the dangerous confecpiences of his intemperance; but Sufftaze Khan 
anfwered him with ignominious abufe and inve&ives. No one after 
t his ventured to {hew any di{approbation of his inclinations , and, 
left to himfelf, he foon after committed a more extravagant out¬ 
rage. 

There was a family of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavad, whole 
head, Juggutfeat, had raifed himfelf from no coniiderable origin 
to be the wealthieft banker in the empire, in moft parts of which 
he had agents fopplied with money for remittances ; from whom 
he conftantly received good intelligence of what was tr an fasting in 
the governments in which they were fettled ; and in Bengal his 
influence was etjual to that of any officer in the admimftiation.;. for 
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b* anr^ittg to the treafurv, as fecurity for moff of the renters 
fxrmin g- the 1 ands of the .province, he knew better than any one all 
the details of the revenues ; and the great circulation of wealth, 
which he commanded, rendered his alfiftance neceffiny in every 
emergency of expence. His eldeft fon, foon after the difgrace of 
Allumchund, married a woman of exquifite beauty, the report of 
which alone inflamed the curiofity of the Nabob fo much, that he 
infilled on feeing her, although ke knew the difgrace which would 

be fixed on the family, by fhewing a wife, unveiled, to a fhangei. 

Neither the remonflrances of the father, nor his power to revenge 
the indignity, availed to divert the Nabob nom this ihfolent and 
futile reiolution. The young woman was lent to the palace in the 
evening; and, after flaying there a fhort ipsce, letumcd, unviokited 
indeed, but difhonoured, to her hufband. 

Hodgee, who had been lurking for fome fuch occafions of confpi- 
racy, now began to move ; and made overtures to Juggutleat and 
Allumchund, who received them with eagernefs. Secret meetings 
were concerted, in which it was agreed, that as foon as Hodgee could 
be placed out of the reach of danger, AUaverdy fhould invade Bengal, 
and, if fuccefsful, take the Nabobfhip. But therirfl difficulty feemed 
infurmountable, as nothing could be more contrary to the fecurity 
of the Nabob than the releafe of fuch a pledge as Hodgee, and it was 
impoffible that he could be removed out of the province without the 
Nabob’s confent; which neverthelefs was at length obtained, by the 
interceflion, it is faid, of fome of the principal officers of the Durbar, 
whom Hodgee had gained over and admitted into the fecret of his 
confpiracy. The Nabob at the audience of taking leave treated Hodgee 
with feoff and mockery. The conveyances for his departure having 
for fome time been held in readinefs, he proceeded immediately on his 
journey to Patna; and as foon as he arrived there, AUaverdy, givingout 
that he was difhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
brother had been turned out of the province, began his march to¬ 
wards Bengal. 

His approach was fo fudden, that he gained the pafs of Tacri- 
agully before Suffraze Khan had time to fecure it by a proper rein¬ 
forcement. 
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forcement. On hearing which, the Nabob accufed Juggutfeat of 
treachery; who defended himfelf by producing letters from Alla¬ 
verdy, prepared for the purpofe, in which he was upbraided for not 
having uled liis influence to prevent the banifhment of Hodgee. 

Suifraze Khan now aflembled Ins troops, and ordeied them to 
rendezvous on the plain of Gheria, which lies on the weft fide of 
the river of Coftimbuzar, about five miles to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarcely formed his encampment, which con- 
fifted of 30,000 men, horfe and foot, when Allaverdy appeared in 
fight, with an equal number, but of better troops ; for amongft his 
cavalry were 3,000 Pitans, the braveft of the Mahomedans in In- 
doftan ; and his infantry, levied in Behar, were much ftouter than 
thofe in the army of Suffraze Khan, who were moftly natives of 
Bengal. 

However, the unexpected firmnefs of the Nabob infpired feme of 
his officers with courage; but more were either diffaffeCted, or wa¬ 
vering ; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by Ah- 
lumchund to dilcharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon 
after the onfet. Troops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they iaw the artillery abandoned. Neverthelefs Suifraze Khan 
continued the fight, until he was left with only a few ftjuadrons 
of horfe, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when the 
driver of his elephant, warning him of the danger, offered, at the 
forfeit of his head, to convey him back fafely to the capital; to 
which propofal the Nabob, with a refolution worthy of a better 
life, and of a better fate, replied, that he fcorned to retreat 
before rebels and traitors; and ordered the driver to pufh into the 
thickeft of the enemy’s troops, toward the ftandard of Allaverdy ; 
where, fupported by the remains of his cavalry, be renewed tiie 
fight more defperately than ever, until he fell, fhot through tire 
heart by a mufket ball. 

Allaverdy, without meeting any farther oppofition, marched to. 
Muxadavad, where he was immediately proclaimed Nabob of Ben¬ 
gal, Behar, and Orixa; and ufed his victory with more lenity and 

1 mode- 



3 2 

1756. 

1741* 


The War of Bengal. Book VI. 

moderation than is 11 fually pra&ifed by eaftern conquerors; and 
even fpared the two fons of SufFraze Khan, whom, with their 
mother and other relations, he fent to take up their residence at 
Decca, at the extremity of the province, where Ills officers were In- 
ftrufted to treat them with refpeft, whilft their conduct fhould give 
no umbrage. The whole province fubmitted as peaceably to his 
government, as if no revolution had happened : but Muflut Kouli, 
who governed Orixa under SufFraze Khan, flying from the battle 
of Gheria, retreated to Catteck, and when fummoned by Allaverdv, 
refufed to acknowledge his fovereignty. He therefore called his 
brother Hodgee from Patna to adminiifer the government of 
Bengal during his abfence, and then marched into Orixa, and 
in lefs than a month expelled MufFut Kouli, and reduced til# 
province. 

The excefs and rapidity of his fortunes, together with the repu¬ 
tation of his military abilities, alarmed the throne; and Nizam-ai- 
muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, in order to flop the 
farther progrefs of his arms, incited the Morattoes to invade his 
dominions almoft as fbon as he had taken poffelfion of them. In 
conference of which, an army of 80,000 Morattoes arrived within 
a few days journey of the mountains, which bound Bengal to the 
weft ward, before Allaverdy had quitted Catteck; who, not having 
given credit to the reports of their approach, had taken no precau¬ 
tions to prevent their irruption : and had even permitted the greateft: 
part of the army he led into Bengal, to return to their homes ; fo 
that his whole force did not exceed 10,000 men, 5000 of whom 
were cavalry, and amongft them were the 3000 Pitans: his foul, 
however, nothing diimayed, reafiumed its wonted activity, as foon 
as he found the danger to be really formidable ; and he advanced by 
exceffive marches towards his capital. But the Morattoes had al¬ 
ready pafled the defiles of the mountains, when he arrived near 
Burdawan 100 miles from Muxadavad ; where, finding himfolf fur- 
rounded, he encamped in a ftrong fituation. Bafchir Pondir, 
the general of the Morattoes, immediately fent deputies to his 
camp, who Are wed the Emperor’s mandates, authorizing them to 

demand 
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demand the chout, or a fourth part of the revenues of the three- 
provinces for the three laft years. They likewife demanded that he 
fhould oblige himfelf to pay this tribute regularly in future, and 
that feme officers deputed by the Morattoes fhould be employed in 
all the departments of the revenues, in order to afeertain and le- 
cure their proportion. They moreover required him to deliver up 
the treasures of the two laft Nabobs, Soujah and Suffraze Khan, or 
to pay the equivalent. 

Aliaverdy on hearing thefe imperious terms ordered the deputies 
to quit his camp, with a defiance fraught with contempt to their ge¬ 
neral. The next day he renewed his march in open day, in full 
fight of the enemy, who foon broke and difperfed his infantiy, but 
were not able to make impreflion on his cavalry. The Pitans were 
commanded by an officer named Muftapha Khan, whom they 
not only revered as their hereditary chief, but loved as the braveft 
foldier amongft them: Aliaverdy himfelf, his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, Meer Jaffier his brother-in-law, and all the other officers 
of diftindion, continually prefented themfelves againft the moil 
dangerous onfets; and fucli examples could not fail to animate 
their followers. Before night they had advanced fifteen miles in 
their way, when they halted in a ftrong fituation : the next day 
■the march was renewed with the fame courage and fuccefs;: and on 
the evening of the third day they arrived at the town of Cutwah, 
fituated about thirty miles fouth of Muxadavad, on the'bank of the 
Coffimbuzar river, which in this part is fordable during the dry 
feafon of the year. 

About 500 of the cavalry were killed during the retreat, but 
more horfes perifhed ; for only 3000 men mounted arrived at Cut¬ 
wah, where they remained fome days in order to recover their fa¬ 
tigue, having fcarcely flept fince they left their camp at Burdawari. 
The Morattoes, in the mean time, afiembled round Cutwah, and 
perfuaded themfelves that Aliaverdy would wait for reinforcements 
from Muxadavad, before he attempted to pafs the river. Great, 
therefore, was their furprize and admiration, when they faw him 
Vol. II. F P re " 
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preparing to ford it with the fame lpirit of defiance as he had 
Ihewn in the reft of his march. 

Tiie fuccefs of this operation depended on preventing the enemy 
from following them into the ford through the avenues of the 
town; and eighty of the braveft Pitans, excellently mounted and 
in complete armour, were feleded for this important fervice, under 
the command of their general Muftapha Khan, whom Zaindee 
Homed and Meer Jaffier joined as volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained theft poft until Allaverdy with the main body 
had crofted the river: when they likewife began to retreat; and 
cutting their way through the enemy, all but fifteen efcaped and 
palled the ford. 

As foon as they arrived, Allaverdy continued his march to Mux- 
adavad, which he reached the next day: his firft attention, after 
this gallant retreat,- was to reward thole who had lb bravely 
leconded his own perleverance and courage. Every jfcldier received 
a gratuity; all the officers promotion : Meer Jaffier, who had fig- 
lialized himlelf at the paflage of the river, additional pen lions; 
and to Muftapha Khan he prefented a million of rupees. To 
Zaindee Hamed he gave the firft place in his affedion, and from 
this time deftined him for his focceflor; although he had given 
his only daughter in marriage to Nowagis Mahomed, the el deft of 
Hodgee’s fons. 

The Morattoes, as foon as they had gained fufficient intelligence, 
crofted over into the illand of Coflimbuzar, and ravaged the open 
country; but did not venture to attack the capital; and the ap¬ 
proach of the rainy feafon, during which the fwellhig of the rivers 
would have confined them in the- illand, deterred them from con¬ 
tinuing on it more than three days. To preferve their horles, they 
encamped on the high lands of Berhohin, in the north-weft part of 
the province. Here they were enabled to form proper refolutions, 
by the advice of one of the Soubah’s officers, named Meer-ahib, 
who had deferted to them : he was a man of fcheme, method, and 
activity, had been deputy governor of Dacca, and poflefied much 
general knowledge of the province. Inftruded by him, they col¬ 
lected 
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Ie£ted the revenues of the countries ly'mg to the weft of the river 
Hughley. He Ukewife enabled them to form a bridge of boats at; 
Cutwah, and having procured fome pieces of artillery, and l'omc 
European deferters to man them, he built two floating batteries to 
defend the bridge, ftationing one on each fide. Thus piepaied, as 
foon as the rainy feafon was paffed, they croffed again into the 
ifland, by which time Allaverdy had augmented his army by levies 
made \n Behar to 50,000 men, of whom 20,000 were cavalry, and 
of thefe one half were Pitans. The enemy’s detachments, never- 
thelefs, trufting to the hardinefs and a&ivity of their horfes, carried 
their ravages to the furthermoft parts of the ifland, and eluded the 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who at length took the 
better refolution of marching with his whole fotce tow aids their 
bridge at Cutwah ; on which Bafchir Pondit recalled all his parties; 
and the whole army re-croffed the river, but in fuch a hurry that 
they neglected to break the bridge. Their rear had fcarcely paffed 
before the van of Allaverdy’s army arrived, but the fire of the 
floating batteries obliged them to halt until their artillery came 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s; when the Nabob’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers than the bridge could fupport, lome 
of the boats funk; and a thoufand men perifhed : it however was 
foon repaired, and the whole army croflbd ; but the Morattoes frill 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allaverdy, defpamng 
of ftriking a decifive blow againft fuch an enemy, offered to treat; 
but Bafchir Pondit, elated with this condefcenfion, repeated the 
fame terms as he had propofed at Burdawan, and added to them 
that the fon of Suffraze Khan fhould be placed in the Nabobfhip. 
Allaverdy, ftung by this reproachful propofal, formed a defign of 
circumventing his enemies, in contempt of all refpech divine or 
human. 

Pretending to be very iollicitous of peace, he propoied a pei tonal 
conference with Bafchir Pondit; who, iufpe&ing the good faith of 
his profeffions, did not confent to the interview without taking le¬ 
ver al precautions againft the treachery he feared, and even obliged 
Allaverdy to fwear by the Koran, that he would ufe none. It 
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was agreed that the conference fhould be held in a tent pitched in 
an open plain, at an equal diftance between the two camps; and 
that each of the chiefs fhould be accompanied by fifteen officers oil 
horfeback, and the fame number of unarmed fervants on foot, who - 
were to take care of their horfes; but the care of providing the tent 
was left to Allaverdy, who had leduced Bafchir Pondit into this neg¬ 
ligence, by offering to fend his wife, during the conference, to 
vilit the wife of the Morattoe. At the appointed hour the two. chiefs 
advanced to the tent, each of them having felefted for his retinue 
the principal and braveft officers in his army; and with Allaverdy 
were his favourites, Muftapha Khan and Meer Jaffier : at the fame 
time was difcovered moving to the right a long train of covered 
pallankeens, which were fuppofed to be the retinue of his wife 
going to the Morattoe camp. The two companies met, and enter¬ 
ed the tent with much ceremony. What followed is varioufly 
told; the prevailing report was, that the conference lafled an hour, 
which feems impoflible; for on a fignal, 50 armed men rufhed 
from behind the tides of the tent, which had been pitched with a 
double lining in order to conceal them; and, joining the officers 
who accompanied Allaverdy, began the work of afiaffination. 
Bafchir Pondit with all his attendants, and three or four of Allaverdy’s, 
were killed ; but Allaverdy himfelf did not unfheath his fword. The 
annals of Indoftan fcarcely afford an example of fuch treacherous 
atrocity, and none in which perfbns of fueh diflin£tion were the adlors. 
As foon as the maffacre was finifhed, a fignal was thrown out, on 
which the army of Bengal advanced againfl the Morattoe camp, 
and were joined in the way by Allaverdy, and his officers from the 
tent, who led them to the attack. The Morattoes fled on every 
fide in confufion ; hut reaflembled again to the weflward, and re¬ 
newed the war with redoubled devaluations and barbarities. 

Practice and encouragement at length brought the Nabob’s cavalry 
to fight the enemy in their own way, and every day produced a 
combat or Ikirmifh in fome part or other of the country. This 
irregular war continued three months, when the Morattoes, finding 
3 their 
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their numbers much diminilhed, repalled the weftern mountains, 
and quitted the province. 

The whole Morattoe nation in its two divifions of Poni and 
Berar, determined to avenge the death of Bafchir Pondit, and the 
remains of his army were Icarcely retreated before two others were 
in march to invade Bengal: each confifted of 60,000 men; but a<Red 
independently. The army of Poni was commanded by Ballerow, 
who, without dethroning the Sahah Rajah, or real Ibvereign of 
the Morattoes, had ufurped the whole authority of the Rate, w*hich 
he trail finitted on his death to his fon Balagerow. The other army 
was commanded by Ragojee Bonfola,who had lome years before con¬ 
quered, and had ever fmee governed, the province of Behar. He 
is the fame who, by the mitigation of Nizamuluck, invaded the 
Carnatic in 1740, as now Bengal. The army with Ballerow en¬ 
tered the province of Behar, whilft the other, under Ragojee, 
marched through the mountains from Behar into Orixa. Allaverdy 
on the news of their approach broke the bridge at Cutwah, and en¬ 
camped near his capital. Mean while, the two Morattoe armies, 
advancing without opposition, met at Burdawan; W'here the two 
generals agreed, that the war fliould be carried on in conjunction, 
and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time they were 
joined by Meer-abib, who, as before, fixed another bridge at Cutwah, 
over which they palled into the ifland of Coffimbuzar; but Allaverdy 
relying on the fuccefs of lefs hazardous measures, determined neither 
to offer or accept battle. Among!! the prifoners taken from the 
army of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of diftinCtion, named Sha- 
ferow, whom Allaverdy had attached by leveral a< 5 ts of generality; 
in return for which Shalerow now employed his mediation with 
Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whole emillaries were at the fame 
time lowing diflention between the two Morattoe generals, per- 
fuading each that much plunder had been lecreted from the common 
Hock by the other army. 

The explanations that enfued on this fubjeCt produced a coolnefs 
between them, which determined Ballerow to agree to the propolals 
of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two millions of rupees, on con¬ 
dition 
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dition that both the Morattoe armies fliould be immediately with¬ 
drawn) and three millions more as loon as they fhould be aruved in 
their own country. Accordingly it was agreed that Ballerow and 
AUaverdy Ihould meet and confer together on the 30th of March; 
but fome motions made that day by the troops of Ragojee caufing 
AUaverdy to fufpect treacheiy, he returned to his camp when on 
the way to the place appointed. However, on the 3d of April 
they met. The conference lafted two hours, during which the 
treaty was ratified. Ragojee diflembled his difapprobation until all 
the Morattoes had quitted the ifland of Coffimbuzar, when he 
openly refused to accept the treaty; and Ballerow, who had received 
the two millions of rupees, gave himfelf no trouble either to per- 
fuade or compel him, but marched away with his own troops and 
the money, 

AUaverdy, more fatisfied with having removed one half of his 
enemies, than dilappointed at the refulal of Ragojee, immediately 
marched againft him. But the Morattoes, as ufual, avoided all en¬ 
counters of rifque, and ravaged the defencelefs parts of the country 
until the month of June, when they retired into Orixa, and in a 
few days reduced the whole province ; of which Ragojee, with the 
con lent of his officers, gave the government to Meer-abib. As loon 
as the rainy leafon was palled, fome of their detachments again 
infefted Bengal; and in March 1744, new parties, allured by the 
fuccefs of their countrymen, traverled, plundering as they went, all 
Behar and Bengal, in their way to the main body, which remained 
in Orixa. The three following months AUaverdy was employed 
in beating up the parties that remained in Bengal, and as foon as the 
rains ceafed, he marched with his whole force into Orixa ; where 
by continual ftratagems he brought on feveral encounters, in which 
the Morattoes fuffered confiderably; and purfuing thefe advantages, 
he in lefs than three months obliged them to quit the province and 
retire to the welhvard. However, he was lcarcely returned to 
Muxadavad, in February 1745, when they renewed their incurfions; 
but their detachments were not formidable enough to require the 
fame ftrefs of oppofition which had hitherto employed his whole 
3 force 
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force and attention. He therefore, in O&ober, detached a large 
body of troops to Patna, under the command of his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, and now began to - have fome proipe6t of tranquillity; which, 

neverthelefs, fbi.ll fled before hun. 

The reputation of Muftapha Khan, and his influence amongft the 
foldiery, had for fome time rendered him obnoxious to the fufpicions 
of Hodgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain 
dangerous views, he might afpire at the fbvereignty aftei the death 
of Allaverdy, to the prejudice of his own fon Zaindee Hamed : but 
mere arguments could not induce Allaverdy, who feated nothing, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldier, by whom he had always- 
been ferved with fidelity, and had on all occafions genemufly re¬ 
warded. He demanded proofs, which were fupplied by letters that 
feemed to be witten by Meer-abib to Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous correfpondence, exhorting the Pitan to affaflinate Allaverdy,. 
and promifing him the affiftance of the Morattoes to feize and main¬ 
tain the government. Allaverdy, not fufpedting that Hodgee would 
dare to ufe fuch an artifice in an affair of fo great importance, be¬ 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muftapha Khan to 
death at the next vifit; whofe friends apprized him of the danger; 
on which he inftantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans 
under his immediate command, and was the next day followed and 
joined by the fame number, with their officer Sumfheer Khan ; a 

took their way towards Behar. _ _ , 

Their departure confirming Allaverdy in his belief of Hodgee s 
reprefentations, he ordered Zaindee Hamed to advance from Patna, 
in order to flop the retreat of the Pitans, whilft he himfelf fol¬ 
lowed them with his own army, which overtook them half way 
between TacriaguUy and Patna, before Zaindee Hamed appeared 111 
fight. Muftapha Khan therefore gave battle without delay; the con- 
flia was fharp and obftinate, notwithftanding the difpanty of num¬ 
bers : and the fuccefs remained doubtful, until the two chiefs came 
within reach of one another, when a party of men, armed with 
matchlocks, who had been taught to Ihoot at a mark, and weie 
appointed to guard the elephant on which Allaverdy rode, tired a 
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volley directed again ft the perfon of Muftapha Khan, and killed 
him; on which Sumfheer Khan gave the fignal of retreat, and, 
.palling at a distance from Zaindee Hamed’s march, retreated out 
of the province, and proceeded to his own country, to the eaft of 
the Jumna. 

After the battle, Hodgee, who had accompanied his brother, 
went to Patna, in order to fuperintend the civil adminiftration of 
Behai'; and having brought with him tlie head of Muftapha Khan, 
caufed it to be carried on a pole round the city, during which pro- 
ceffion it was in-iulted by the multitude with every indignity. Alla- 
verdy haftened back to Bengal, which, during his abfence, had been 
-expoled to the return and depredations of the whole body of Mo- 
rattoes, which lie had driven out of Orixa. Thus ended the year 
1746. Continual marches and a few indeeifive fkirmiflies employed 
him until the end of 1747, when events of more dangerous con- 
lequence called forth the exertion of Ills utmoft refolution. 

Meer-abib, who, fmee his defection, had loft no opportunity of 
diftreffing Allaverdy, had entered into a correfpondence with Sum- 
flieer Khan, immediately after the death of Muftapha ; in confc- 
quence of which the Pitan, with 8000 of his countrymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of the Ganges, oppofite to the city of 
Patna ; which intending to furprize, he tendered the fervice of his 
troops to Zaindee Hamed. Hodgee, it is faid, had received fome 
intelligence of the connexion exifting between Sumfheer Khan and 
Meer-abib.; and advifed his fon to projeft an interview, in which 
all the Pitan officers might be blown up by a mine of gunpowder; 
c ut Zaindee I lamed, fufpefUng his father’s intelligence, rejefted 
the propofal, and waited for the orders of Allaverdy ; who inftru&ed 
him to mlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the firft opportunity 
or destroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms of agreement 
were fettled, and the principal officers, accompanied by 2000 of 
their foldiery, croffed the river: they were received by Zaindee 
Hamed In a tent pitched at a little diftance from the city. Sum¬ 
fheer Khan approached the firft, made his obeifance, and having re¬ 
ceived trom Zaindee a roll of beetel, as a pledge of friendfhip, took 

his 
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his place, Handing behind him as an officer now rated in his fie rvice. 
Eleven other officers went through the fame ceremony; and when 
Zaindee Hamed was prefenting the beetel to the thirteenth, the 
officer, who had lafl received it, plunged a dagger over his fhoulder 
into his heart. In the fame inflant the others fell on thole of 
Zaindee’s retinue who were Handing neareH his perfon, whilH the 
Pitan foldiers attacked the refl and his guards. The aflonifhment 
on one fide being as great as the impetuofity on the other, all the 
attendants of Zaindee Hamed were loon difiperfed ; and during the 
conflict a party of Pitans galloped to the gate of the city, of which 
they kept pofleffion, until Sumfheer Khan arrived with the reH. 

Here the couHernation was lb great, that no one thought of re¬ 
finance ; and the Pitans cutting down all they met without dif- 
tinclion, proceeded and got pofleffion of the citadel. Their firfl 
care now was to leek for Hodgee, in order to retaliate the death 
of their leader Muflapha Khan, and the ignominy with which 
Hodgee had treated his remains ; he was taken, endeavouring to 
elcape in a covered pallankeen, and immediately fcourged in public, 
like a common criminal; after which he was led through the city 
on an afs, with his legs tied under the belly, and his face painted 
half black, half white; during which proceffion he was infulted 
with every feoff and mockery that deteflation could fugged. Five 
millions of rupees were found in his houfe; and the l'courge was 
again repeated, in order to extort a confeffion of the treafures he 
was fuppofed to have concealed; but'-whether lie really, had no 
more, or believed that no confeffion would exempt him from future 
torture, he bore that which was now inflicted on him until his life 
was in danger; when Sumfheer Khan, delirous of referv-ing him for 
more lingering and exquifite fufferings, ordered him to be taken 
cam of: but the unfortunate and high minded wife of Zaindee found 
means to convey to him a dofe of poifon. He took it immediately, 
and in a few hours it releafed him from all his agonies. His fate, 
fevere as it was, excited no commiferation; for his avarice, perfidy, 
and cruelty, had rendered him execrable to every rank and con¬ 
dition. 
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The main body of Pitans eroding the river joined thofe in pof- 
feffion of the city, and during three days rioted in maffacre and 
rapine: after the tumult fubfided, Sumflieer Khan eftablifhed officers, 
to govern the city, railed contributions fiom the neighbouring 
diftri&s, and levied troops. 

The news of thefe difafters overpowered all the fortitude of Al- 
laverdy, and rendered him for lome days incapable of attending to 
the concerns of his government: his grief was moftly paid to the 
memory of Zaindee Hamed, who was the only one of his family 
worthy to fucceed him. However, the delire of revenge recalled 
his wonted firmnefs, and he appeared again with new vigour, aug¬ 
menting his army, and improving it by new difeipline : he likewiie 
lolicitoully attached to his perfon the 4000 Pitans, who had re¬ 
mained with him after the retreat of Muftapha Khan. Thus ani¬ 
mated and prepared, he took the field in the month of March with 
25,000 horfe and 15,000 foot, and proceeded into Behar through- 
the pafs of Taeriagully. 

In this interval, Sumlheer Khan had likewife levied 5000 horle 
and 10,000 foot, with which and his 8000 Pitans he took the 
field, and encamped about 20 miles to the eaft of Patna, having 
concerted with the Morattoes that they Ihould fall upon AUaverdy’s 
rear, whilft the Pitans attacked him in front, in confequence of 
this agreement Meer-abib and Ragojee had entered the country of 
Burdawan, waiting the motions of Allaverdy to direft their own : 
and as foon as he had paffed Taeriagully, they, by a Ihorter rout, 
croffed the mountains, ieventy miles to the weft, through the paHes 
of Berbohin, and arrived in the middle of Behar almoft as foon as 
the army of Bengal. Allaverdy faw his danger; but neverthelels 
proceeded, and when near the encampment of Sumlheer Khan left 
his own tents and baggage Handing on the plain, with only a final! 
force to guard them, and marched on to give the Pitans battle ; who 
met him without hefitation. The Morattoes in the rear were withim 
a march of the battle, but, as he had fcrefeen, flopped at the camp,, 
and during the conflict, employed themlelves in plundering the 
fpoil, inftead of allifting their allies; the battle, ueverthelefs, was. 

the 
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the mod fierce and obftinate that had for many years been fought in 
Indoftan. Aliaverdy had forefeen the fury of their onfets, and re¬ 
mained in the rear, in order' to rally his own troops. Neverthelefs, 
the Pitans would in all probability have been vi&orious, had he not 
interfperfed his cavalry with matchlock men ; who firing with aim 
Ihot, one after another, mod of their principal officers, and at laft 
Sumfheer Khan himfelf, juft as he had cut his way to the elephant 
on which Aliaverdy fuperintended the battle. His death, as ufual, 
decided the vidory. The Pitans hafteued back to Patna, where 
they remained gathering together their own efifeds, and plundering 
whatfoever they could find valuable belonging to the inhabitants, 
until the army of Bengal appeared in fight, when they quitted 
the city, and crofting the Ganges marched away to their owii 

country. 

Aliaverdy having fettled the government of Behar, returned be¬ 
fore the rainy feafon to Muxadavad. The Morattoes, after the de¬ 
feat of Sumlheer Khan, divided into feveral detachments, of which 
fome infefted Behar, fome Bengal, and others Orixa; but their ope¬ 
rations were not formidable enough to call Aliaverdy himfelf again 
into the field; and he committed the condud of the war to his 
general Meer Jaffier, who was continually employed in interrupting 
or diflodging their parties. 

The war ever fince' the retreat of Ballerow in 1743, had been 
principally carried on by the Morattoes of Ragogee Bonfola from 
Behar, joined fometimes by partisans and adventurers from other 
countries. In 1749, Ragogee affifted Nazirjing in his expedition 
into the Carnatic with 10,000 horfe, under the command of his 
fcn Jonagi, which, with other expeditions, difabled him from re¬ 
cruiting the Ioffes fuftained by his army in Bengal, which was con¬ 
tinually diminifhing by fight or fatigue. In the beginning of the 
next year Meer Jaffier pent up 5000 of their horfe in the mountains 
of Behar, and put more than one half of them to the fword. 

At this time much confufion reigned at Delhi. The army of 
the Emperor Hamed Schah, commanded by his vizir Seifdar Jung, 
had been routed in the preceding year by the Rohillas, a tribe of 
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Pitans tributary to the province of Oude, who 20 years before were 
of little note or eftimation; and to repair this difgrace, it was re¬ 
vived to hire 40,000 Morattoes of Balagerow, who had fucceeded 
his father Ballerow in the government of Poni. Its own diftrefs 
therefore deprived the throne of farther means to excite more 
enemies againfl Allaverdy, in whom on the other hand the in¬ 
firmities of age feemed to have quelled the ambitious fpirit which 
had rendered him fo formidable to the empire. The Court of Delhi, 
therefore, as the beft compromife, confented to confirm him Subah 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, on condition that he fhould annually 
remit the ufual tribute of fix millions of rupees. 

The patents were published at Muxadavad loon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Allaverdy improving 
both circumftanees opened a negociation with their leaders, con- 
fenting to leave them in pofleffion of the fouthern part of Orixa until 
a firm peace could be fettled with the heads of the nation, provided 
all their parties were immediately withdrawn out of the provinces 
of Bengal and Behar. The terms were accepted, and he loon after 
fent an embaflador to Poni; hut a variety of references and difcuf- 
fions delayed the ratification of the treaty to the end of the year 
1 y when it was agreead that Allaverdy fhould annually pay the 
fum of 110,000 rupees, and that all Orixa fouth of Catteck fhould 
be ceded to the Morattoe dominion in perpetuity, and that they 
fhould receive half the, revenues of the northern part as far as the 
river of Pipli, 'with the permiffion of appointing officers, who, to¬ 
gether with the Nabob’s, were to fuperintend the collections. 

Thus ended this war. All the countries lying to the eafe of the 
great and leffer Ganges, excepting the ifland of Coflimbuzar, were 
defended by thefe rivers from the calamities which afflicted Orixa, 
the wefteftL part of Bengal, and the fouthern region of Behar, where 
the pufillanimous inhabitants were continually taking flight, even on 
imaginary alarms, and wandering from their homes found no re- 
fources of charity in their countrymen ; for tire fear of contami¬ 
nation prevents all of the Indian religion from giving fhelter, of 
adminiftering to the wants of any, who are not known or recom¬ 
mended 
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mended to them, and confining all their fentiments of humanity to 
perilous of their own caft, they fuffer the Arranger to perilh without 
compaffion. Nor could the advantages of a climate,, in which fuel 
and raiment are fcarcely necefiary, countervail the deftru&ive effects 
of this general timidity and uacharitablenefs. 

Examples of thefe diftreftes were frequently feen' by the Englifh 
at Calcutta, to which place the inhabitants of the oppotite fide of 
the river often came over in great numbers for refuge, and perifhcd 
through want ; communicating their own terrors to thofe of whom 
they afked relief; infomuch, that in the year 1742 the Indian in¬ 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permiffion to dig a 
ditch at their own expenee, round the company’s bounds, from the 
northern part of Soota-nutty to the fouthern part of Govindpore. 
This work would extend feven miles, whilft tlie force to defend it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peons. In fix months three 
miles were finifhed ; when the inhabitants, feeing that no Morattoes- 
had ever been on the weftern fide of the river within fixty miles of 
Calcutta; and that Allaverdy exerted himfelf vigoroufly to prevent', 
their incurfions into the iflaud of Coflimhuzar, difcontinued the 
work ; which from the occafion was called the Moratlas ditch. 

Allaverdy made no objection to this work; and moreover per- - 
mitted the English, in the fame year, to -raiie a rampart with baf- - 
tions of brickwork round their factory at Coifimbuzar.. But the 
reft of his conduct (hewed that thefe indulgences did not proceed 
from any defire of courting.the Europeans in times of difficulty: 
for, notwithftanding the fervices which he might have received 
from their garrifbns, he never afked their affiftance. He forbid 
the Englifh arid French from committing any hoftilitxes againft each: 
other in his dominions during the war declared between the two 
nations in 1741; and in the year 1748 he, on feme contempt ofv 
his authority, attacked and drove the factors of the Qftend com- - 
pany out of the river of Hnghley: and he feveral times exafted 
money of the Englifh, French, and Dutch fettlements ; alledging, 
that they ought to contribute to the expence, as they participated 
of the protect ion, of his arms.. The preiidency of Calcutta not com- 
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plying with his demands on the fir ft fummons, he more than once 
flopped their trade: however, all they paid from his acceffion did 
not exceed 100,000 pounds fterling ; which on an average was not 
■two in a hundred on the amount of their inveftments during that 
interval. 

The Morattoes during the war made only one confiderable de¬ 
predation on the Englifh trade. This was in the year 1748, when 
they ftopped a fleet of boats coming from Coffimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk belonging to the company. 
But the advantages of the European commerce in general were much 
impaired by the diftreffes of the province, which enhanced the prices 
and debafed the fab ricks of all kinds of manufactures. 

The difficulties which Allaverdy had encountered and furmounted 
fince his acceffion obliterated in the minds of his lubjefts whatfoever 
deteftation they might have conceived againft his uflirpation of 
the lovereignty: his attention to protect them from the vio¬ 
lences and iniquities of his officers afting either with civil or mili¬ 
tary authority, had gained him the public reverence and eftcem : 
.and fuch was the opennefs and generofity of his character on all oc- 
cafions, in which his ambition was not thwarted, that his ingrati¬ 
tude to his benefactor Sujah Khan, the murder of Balchir jPondit, 
and his intentions to cut off Muftapha Khan, were imputed, al¬ 
though abfiirdly, to the influence which his brother Hodgee was 
fuppofed to have over all his relolutions: he remained, perhaps, the 
•only prince in the eaft whom none of his fiibjedts wiftied to aflaf- 
finate. But he was no fooner arrived at this degree of reputation 
.and fortune, than increafing infirmities warned him of his ap¬ 
proaching end ; and his injudicious choice of a fucceffor embittered 
■his latter days with as many anxieties as he had fuffered in the reft 
.of his reign. 

Having no male iffae or defcendants, the fucbeffion naturally de¬ 
volved into the family of his brother Hodgee, who had three foils, 
Nowagis Mahomed, Zaindee Hamed, and Sid Hamed: Nowagis 
.married the only daughter of Allaverdy, by whom he had no 
■iffiie; Sid Hamed had .a fon ; and Zamdee Hamed left two, of 

whom 
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whom the elder, named Mirza Mahmud, was adopted by Allaverdy, 
and the other, named Moorad Dowlah, by Nowagis Mahomed, 
The fuperior qualities of Zaindee juftified Allaverdy in preferring 
him to his elder brother Nowagis, a man of much lefs refolution- 
and capacity ; but after the death of Zaindee, there remained no 
realon to exclude Nowagis again from the fucceffion: for he was of 
a better character than his brother Sid Hamed; and of the two 
children left by Zaindee, the younger, Moorad Dowlah, was weak 
of intellect, and the elder, Mirza Mahmud, _ a youth of feventeen 
years, had difcovered the moil vicious propenfities, at an age when 
only follies are expefted from princes. But the great affeftion 
which Allaverdy had borne to the father was transferred to this foil, 
whom he had for fome years bred in his own palace ; where, hi- 
Head of corre&ing the evil dilpofitions of his nature, he fuffered 
them to increafe by overweening indulgence: born without com- 
paffion, it was one of the amufements of Mirza Mahmud’s child¬ 
hood to torture birds and animals ; and, taught"by his minions to 
regard himfelf as of a fuperior order of beings, his natural cruelty, 
hardened by habit, rendered him as infenfible to the fufferings of 
his own fpecies as of the brute creation : in conception he was not 
flow, but abfurd; obifinate, fullen, and impatient of contradi&ion; 
but, notwithstanding his infolent contempt of mankind, innate 
cowardice and the coiifufion of his ideas rendered him fufpicious 
of all who approached him, excepting his favourites, who were 
buffoons and profligate men, raifed from menial fervants to be his 
companions: with thefe he lived in every kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and more efpecially in drinking fpirituous liquors 
to an excefs, which inflamed his paffions and impaired the little un¬ 
demanding with which he was born. He had,, however, cunning 
enough to carry himfelf with much demurenefs in the prefence of 
Allaverdy, whom no one ventured to inform of his real char after 
for in defpotic Hates the fovereign is always the Lift to hear what it: 
concerns him moft to know,. 

This youth in the year 1753 Allaverdy-declared his fucceffoiy 
and from this time fuftered him to a& in the government of the 
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provinces with great authority; whilft liis fubjedts beheld with equal 
lurpriie and confternation an inftance of fuch dotage in a prince, 
whole judgment had never failed him until this, the moft impor¬ 
tant option of his life. The doom, was, however, irrevocable, and 
Mirza Mahmud on his appointment received the name of Ckiragee- 
al-Dowla, lignifying the lamp of riches, by which he was aiter- 
wards called ; hut by the Europeans, Surajah Dowlah. His uncles, 
Nowagis and Sid Hamed, did not indeed break out into open re¬ 
bellion, but lhewed fo much difcontent, that Allaverdy was con¬ 
vinced they would ditpute the fucceflion after liis death ; and know¬ 
ing that Nowagis Mahomed was governed by a man of abilities, 
named Hoflein Cooley Khan, he determined to remove this mi- 
nifter. But Nowagis having for fome years held the government 
of Dacca with its appurtenances, had acquired great wealth, which 
enabled him to maintain a large retinue of armed men in conftant 
pay ; and the city of Dacca was at this time governed by a nephew 
of Hoflein Cooley Khan : Allaverdy therefore was apprehenlive that 
Nowagis might retire to Dacca, and throw off his allegiance, if he 
fliould take the alarm, 'whilft: that city remained under his autho¬ 
rity ; but Surajah Dowlah undertook to remove the nephew of Hof- 
Jein Cooley Khan, and lent a party of aflaflins, who entering Dacca 
in difguife {tabbed him in the dead of night. As foon as his death 
was known at Muxadavad, Nowagis took up arms, but more from 
.apprehenfions of his own danger than with intention to revenge 
the injury: Allaverdy therefore eafily quelled this infurredtion, by 
afluring him that the murder had been committed without the par¬ 
ticipation either of himfelf, or Surajah Dowlah. Some days after 
the tumult was quieted, Surajah Dowlah caufed Hoflein Cooley 
■Khan himfelf to be aflaffinated in open day, as he was palling 
through the ftreets of Muxadavad. 

Thefe murders increafed the gloomy conjectures which the ap¬ 
pointment of Surajah Dowlah to the fucceflion had already railed 
in the minds of the people. His uncles Nowagis and Sid Hamed 
had hitherto adted independently of each other, but now united ; 
and although their reverence to Allaverdy reft rained them from revolt 

during 



Book VI. All averd y. 

during his life, they augmented their forces and the'number of their 
dependants. In this ftate of mutual fufpicion the two parties re¬ 
mained, until the beginning of the year 1756, when both Nowagis, 
and Sid Hamed died of fevers, without poifon. 

Their deaths diflolved indeed the union of their houfes; but, ne- 
verthelefs, did not leave Surajah Dowlah without powerfiil com¬ 
petitors : Nowagis left great treafures ; and his widow, the daugh¬ 
ter of Allaverdy, as the only means of preferving them, determined 
to difpute the fucceffion. Her fex indeed excluded her from the 
government, to which otherwiie die was the natural heir, as the 
only child of Allaverdy, And the younger brother of Surajah 
Do>vlah, who had been adopted by her huiband, was dead; but al¬ 
though a {tripling had left a foil who was about two years old, and 
this infant flie determined to hold out to the province, as the com¬ 
petitor of Surajah Dowlah. At the fame time, the fon of Sid Ha¬ 
med, who governed the country of Purneah, relying on the univerfal 
deteftation which was entertained againft Surajah Dowlah, levied 
forces, and determined to oppofe his acceffion. 

A Gentoo, named Rajah-bullub, had fucceeded Hoflein Cooley 
Khan in the poft of Duan or prime-minifter to Nowagis; after 
whole death his influence continued with the widow, with whom 
he was fuppofed to be more intimate than became either her rank, 
■or his religion .; but, doubtful of the event of the impending con- 
teft, he determined to place his family and treafures out of the 
reach of danger ; and not deeming them in fafety at Dacca, w here 
they had remained for fome time, he ordered his fon KifTendals to 
remove them from that city, under pretence of going a pilgrimage 
to the pagoda of Jagernaut, on the coaft of Orix a. Accordingly, 
Kiflendafs left Dacca with feveral loaded boats; but, inftead of go¬ 
ing through the channels at the bottom of the Delta, proceeded 
along the great Ganges to the Jelingeer river, through which he en¬ 
tered* the river of Hughley; when his father at Muxadavad re- 
quefted Mr. Watts, the Englifh chief at Coffimbuzar, to obtain per- 
miflion of the prelidency of Calcutta, that Kiflendais,with his fa¬ 
mily might, if they found it necefiary, reft for fome days in the 
yoL.lt H town. 
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town. By which the boats mu ft pafs, in their way to Orixa. At 
the fame time there remained no hopes of Allaverdy’s recovery ; 
upon which the widow of Nowagis had quitted Muxadavad, and 
encamped with 10,000 men at Moota Gill, a garden two miles 
ioutli of the city, and many now began to think and to fay that Ihe 
would prevail in her oppofition againft Surajah Dowlah. Mr. Watts 
therefore was eafily induced to oblige her minifter, and advifed the 
prefidency to comply with his requeft. His letter to the prefidency 
on this fubjeCt was fcarcely arrived in Calcutta, before the boats of 
Kiflendafs appeared in fight: the prefident Mr. Drake was at this 
time at Ballafore for the recovery of his health ; but the reft of the 
council, relying on the opinion of Mr. Watts, confented to admit 
Kiflendafs into the town. 

Amongft the Gentoo merchants eftablilhed at Calcutta was one 
named Omicund, a man of great fagacity and underftanding, which 
he had employed for forty years with unceafing diligence to in- 
creafe his fortune. The prefidency had long permitted him _ to 
provide much more of the company’s inveftment than the ffiare 
allowed to any other contractor; by which, and .otlier indulgences, 
he was become the moft opulent inhabitant in the .colony. . The 
extent of his habitation, divided into various departments ; the 
number of his fervants continually employed.in various occupations, 
and a retinue of armed men in conftant. pay refembled more the 
ftate of a prince than the condition of a merchant.. His. commerce 
extended to all parts of Bengal and Behar, . and by prefents and 
lervices he had acquired fo much influence with the principal 
officers of the government at Muxadavad, that .the prefidency in 
times of difficulty ufed to employ his mediation with the Nabob. 
This pre-eminence,, however, did not fail to render him the objeCl 
of much envy : the manufactures provided for the company having 
every year fince the firft irruption of the Morattoes decreafed in 
quality and increafed in price, much -.of this detriment was imputed 
to the avarice and iniquity of Omichund; and the company de¬ 
termining, if poffible, to reftore their inveftment to the former con¬ 
dition of price and quality, relinquiihed in the year 175^, their 
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ufual method of contracting with merchants, and lent Gs- 
mafiahs^ or Gen too factors in their own pay, to provide thein- 
yeftment at the different Aurungs , or cloth markets in the-province. 
From this time Omichund was excluded from any participation in 
the company’s affairs, which, dimimlhing . his commercial advan¬ 
tages, vexed his avarice, although pofleiled of four millions, of ru¬ 
pees. However, he frill continued the trade, which he tiled to 
carry on independant of the inveftmenti and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at Muxadavad; in conlequence of which 
Rajah-bullub at this time requefted his good offices to his fan Kiflen- 
dafs, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much holpitality,. 
and lodged the family in a convenient habitation. 

The admiffion of Kiflendafs into Calcutta was foon known at 
Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exalpe- 
rated his mind with fuch fufpieions, that he immediately went to 
Allaverdy, and told him that he was well informed the Englilh- in¬ 
tended to fupport the widow,of Nowagis Mahomed. Mr. Forth, 
the furgeon of the Engliffi fa&ory at Coffimbuzar, who attended 
Allaverdy in his laft illnefs, was prefent, and Allaverdy, in fread of 
anfwering Surajah Dowlah, quefrioned Mr. Forth concerning the 
report, who replied, that it was railed by the enemies of the En- 
glilh, in order to hurt -them in his favour, and that on examination 
il would appear groundlefs; adding, that the Englilh had no other 
ambition than to be merchants in his country. Allaverdy then 
alked how many foldiers were in the fadory at Coffimbuzar ? Whe¬ 
ther the French or the Dutch prelidencies had lately lent up any to 
their factories in that town r Where the Englilh Ihips of war were ? 
Whether they wpuld come to Bengal ? Whether, fome had not 
been in the river of Hugh ley three months before ? Why the lqiia- 
dron came into India ? Whether there was war between England' 
and France ? To which quelfiohs Mr. Forth replied, without de¬ 
viating from .the truth : and Allaverdy, feeming to be convinced 
that the expectation of a war with France had brought the fqua- 
dron to India, and that the Englilh at Calcutta were in no condition 
to rilk the dilpleafure of the government, told Surajah Dowlah, 
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that he gave no credit to his information 5 who replied, that he could 
prove it. A few days after this convention, news arrived in Bengal 
that the Englifli had taken Gheria. The piracies which Angria 
had for fo many years committed on the fubjeas of the Mogul 
had rendered his name famous throughout the empire; and there 
was fcarce a province of which he had not taken feme of the na¬ 
tives, who concurred in defonbmg his fortrels as impregnable 1 and 
various rumours now prevailed at JVIuxadavad» Some laid that- the 
Englifli intended to fend fixteen {hips to make war in Bengal; 
others, that Stirajah Dowlah was determined to fack Calcutta, and 
drive the Englifh out of his dominions: and Mr. Watts received 
pofitive information that there were many fpies employed by the go¬ 
vernment in Calcutta; and that the weaknefs of the garrifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with which the place might be. taken, 
were the public difeourfe of the city and the court. The prefidency 
on this information ordered ftri£t fearch to be made, and fe- 
veral who were fufpe&ed of being {pies, were turned out of the 
company's bounds. 

At length the long-expe£ted event of Allaverdy’s death happened 
on the 9th of April: his public character is fufficiently delineated 
by his aftions: his private life was very different from the ufual 
manners of a Mahomedan prince in Indoftan; for he was extremely 
temperate, had no pleafores, kept no feraglio, and always lived 
the hufband of one wife.. Warned by tlie experience of his own 
ambition, the defection of Meer-abib, and the rebellion of Mufta- 
pha Cawn, he declined as much as poffible to entruft any Mahome¬ 
dan, excepting of his own lineage, with any power out of his fight, 
which might either tempt or enable him to revolt: but kept his 
army, which confifted chiefly of Mahomedans, continually under 
his own eye, or never fuffered a large body of the fame troops to re¬ 
main long enough at a diftan.ee to be feduced from their obedience. 
At the fame time he paid them well and regularly, and rewarded 
the officers of merit and diftindtion, either with ready money or 
with jaghires, which were always rents arifing from lands over 
which they were not fuffered to have any extenfiVe jurifdittion. 

But 
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But he preferred the {erviee of Gentoos in every office and dignity 
of the ftate, excepting in the ranks of the army, for which they 
neither wifhed nor were fit, and feemed to regard the increafe of 
their wealth as his own. Roydulub was his duan, or treafurer, and 
his confidential minifter; Ramramfing the Rajah of Midnapore, the 
matter of the fpies and mettengers. The governments which he 
gave to his nephews, the foil3 and grandfons of Hodgee, as well as 
the interior eftablifhment of their families, were regulated by Gentoos. 
He encouraged the immcnfe opulence of the Seats, and admitted them 
to his moft fecret councils; he gave the government of Hughley 
and its diftrict, in which all the European fettlements on the river 
are fituated, to Monikchund; and after the affaffination of Zaindee 
Hamed, he would not truft the government of Behar, notwithftanding 
its importance as a province and a frontier, to Meer Jaffier, although 
his brother-in-law, and the firft officer in his army; but gave it to 
the Gentoo Ramnairan. The Rajahs, both of Bengal and Behar, 
fought their protection and exemptions, from their fellow Gentoos, 
who were eftablifhed in his confidence, and contributed not a little 
to increafe their fortunes. Thus was the Gentoo connection be¬ 
come the moft opulent influence in the government, of which it 
pervaded every department with fuch efficacy, that nothing of mo¬ 
ment could move without their participation or knowledge; nor did 
they ever deceive their benefaCtor, but co-operated to ftrengthen his 
adminittration and relieve his wants; and it is faid that the Seats 
alone gave him in one prefent the enormous fum of three millions 
of rupees, as a contribution to fapport the expences of the Morat- 
toe war. Warranted by fuclx experience, Allaverdy recommended 
the policy of his own preference to his fucceffor, and iiittrutted his 
wife to inculcate the fame maxims after his deceafe; but he did 
not forefee that the great inferiority of abilities in Surajah Dowlah 
might turn to dangers the very means from which his own had 
derived fecurity. 

Surajah Dowlah immediately after the death of Allaverdy was 
proclaimed, and prepared to attack the widow of ]\owsgio i\ia— 
homed. Not more than one or two days after his acceffion he 
wrote a letter to the prefident of Calcutta, ordering him to deliver 
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1756. up Kiffend.ifs, with his treafures. The bearer of the letter was bro- 
—v—' ther of Ramramfing, the head of the fpies : he came in a fmall boat,' 

ahd landed in the difguile of a common pedlar on the 14th of April, 
and immediately proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
Was abfent at his country horde, introduced liim to Mr. Holwell, a 
member of the council, who fuperintended the police of' the town. 
The next day it was deliberated what relolution (hould be taken con- 
> cerning this meflenger. 

The governor returning the next day fummoned a council, of 
which the majority being prepofiefled againft Omichund, concluded 
tliat the meflenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm them, 
and reftore his own importance ; and as the laft advices received from 
Cofiimbuzar defcribed the event between Surajah Dowlah and the 
widow of Nowagis to be dubious, the council refolved that 
both the meflenger and his letter were too fu (pi clous to be re¬ 
ceived ;.and thefervants, who were ordered to bid him depart, turned 
him out of the factory and off the lhore with indolence and derifion : v 
but letters were di (patched to Mr. Watts, inftruCting him to guard 
againft any evil confeguence from this proceeding. 

It is probable that the report of the fpy, fupported by the represen¬ 
tations of his brother, renewed the fame ideas which had induced 
Surajah Dowlah to accufe the Englifh lomedays before to Allaverdy. 
He, however, concealed his refentment; for when the vaqueel, 
or Gentoo agent employed by Mr. Watts reprefented at the 
Durbar the fulpicions which had induced the Englifti government 
to treat the meflenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah fcarcely 
(hewed any emotion or difpleafure; and neither Mr. Watts nor 
the prefident received any farther injunctions.from him concerning 
Kjflendafs. 

In the beginning of April letters had been received from Eng¬ 
land, informing the prefidency that war with France was inevitable, 
and ordering them to put the fettlement in a date of defence; 
hut to do this was impoflible without building the fort anew. How¬ 
ever, a great number of labourers were fent to repair a line of guns, 
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which extended on the brink of the river in front of the weftert* 
fide of the fort. 

In the mean time the widow of Allaverdy interpofed between her 
daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on her to 
acknowledge him; which file had no fooner done than Surajah 
Dowlah put her into dole confinement, and feized her palaces and 
treafures with the infant fon of his own brother. As foon as he 
had quelled this enemy he proceeded with- his whole army, confifting 
of 50,000 men,- againfl the fon of Sid Hamet in Purnea. 

Notwithflanding the diligence which had been employed to ex¬ 
pel the fpies employed by the Nabob in Calcutta, feveral found 
means to remain undilcovered; and, mitigated moll probably by 
the head fpy, reprefented in their letters to. the Durbar, that the 
Englifli were very bufy in railing ftrong fortifications. The Na¬ 
bob, whofe cowardice . eafily led him to believe any thing. that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to. the report, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards. Purneah, he difpatched 
a.letter to Mr. .Drake, fignifying. that he. had been informed the 
E11 glilh were building a wall,, and digging a large ditch round the 
town of Calcutta; and ordering him immediately to ■ defifi, and 
to defixoy all the works which had lately been added to the fortifi- - 
cations. , 

It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had negleaed to inform the pre- 
fidency of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made to Alla- 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr. Forth; and 
of the converfation which enfued on that occafion : for whatfoever 
informations were now communicated were confidered as the arti- • 
fices of the court to frighten the prefidency out of a fum of money; - 
whereas the converfation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
againfl: the Englilh; and that both he. and Allaverdy had been .1 
attentive to their military proceedings.. But, wanting this infer- - 
mation, Mr. Drake thought that the truth would be his bell de- ■ 
fence, and limply wrote a letter, importing, “That the Nabob 
“ had been milinformed by thofe who had reprefented to him that 
* l the Englilh were building a wall 
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« dug no ditch fmce the invafion of the Morattoes, at which time 
*« fuch a work was executed at the requeft of the Indian inhabi- 
“ tants, and with the knowledge and approbation of Aliaverdy; that 
“ in the late war between England and France the French had at- 
« tacked and taken the town of Madrafs, contrary to the neu- 
“ trality which it vras expected would have been preferved in 
« the Mogul’s dominions; and that there being at prefent great 
“ appearance of another war between the two nations, the Eng- 
“ lifh were under apprehenfions that the French would ad in the 
“ fame manner in Bengal: to prevent which, they wore repairing 
£t their line of guns on the bank of the river.” Few in Mr. 
Drake’s lituation would have apologized in any other manner: ne¬ 
ver thelefs, confide ring the charade r of Surajah Dowlah, and the 
dilpofition of his mind towards the Englifh at this jundure, the an- 
fwer was improper; becaufe it tended to make him believe that the 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal; and becaufe it implied that he either wanted power or 
will to proted the Englifh. Accordingly, when he received the 
letter on the 17th of May at Rajamahal, the perufal of it irritated 
him to a degree of rage which aftonilhed all his officers, excep¬ 
ting one or two of his intimate favourites. He inftantly changed 
' his refolution of proceeding further, ordered his army to march 
back without delay to Muxadavad, and fent forward a detachment 
of 3000 men, to invert the fort of Coffimbuzar. On the 22d of 
May thefe troops arrived and furrounded it, but committed no hof- 
tilities ; and on the ift of June the Nabob himfelf came up with 
the main body of his army. 

The fort was juft ftrong enough to oblige an enemy to attack it 
with cannon" the baftions were fmall: the curtains were only 
three feet thick, and ferved as the outward wall of a range of cham¬ 
bers, which with their terrafles imitated ramparts, and were on all 
fides overlooked from without by buildings within 100 yards, and 
there was neither ditch, nor even a pallifade, to interrupt the ap¬ 
proach to the very foot of the walls : perhaps the jealouiy of the 
government would not fuffer more; none of the cannon were above 
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nine pounders, moft were honey-combed, many of their carriages 
decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 charges. The 
garrifon confided of 22 Europeans, moflly Dutchmen, and 20 
Topafles. 

The Nabob, immediately on his arrival, fent a meffenger, ordering 
Mr. Watts to come to him, who at the fame time received a letter 
from the duau, Roydulub, afiuriug him of fafety: he neverthe- 
lefs delayed until Mr. Forth the furgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with the fame aifu ranees from Roy¬ 
dulub in perfon : on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by him to the Nabob, who received him with 
infolence and inveftives: immediately after which he was conduced 
into another tent, where feveral fecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidency of Calcutta fliould within 
fifteen days level whatfoever new works .they had raifed ; that they 
Ihould deliver up all tenants of the government who had taken pro- 
teaion in the fettlement; and that if it fhould be proved that the 
company's duftucks, or paflports for trade, had even been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, what the government had been 
defrauded of by fuch pra&ices fhould be refunded. Mr. Watts, fur- 
rounded by menaces, figned the paper, immediately after which 
the lame conclave ordered him to fend for Mr. Collet and Mr. Bat- 
fon, the two other members of the council; who came and figned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. The 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort; but repre¬ 
fen ting that this did not now depend on thernfelves, no umbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences with one another, and 
their meffages to the garrifon, who, deeming the fort, as it really 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on the 4th of June ; who, inftead of fealing up what 
eflfe&s they found, as the Nabob had ordered. Hole the g,reateft part; 
and the foldiejy, who took pofleffion of the fe&ory, infulted the 
garrifon with every kind of contumely and rep roach . Tins bc.ii.i- 
viour continued three .days, and fb much affected the mind or the 
Yol. II, ' I commanding 
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commanding officer, Enfign Elliot, that he fliot himfelf through 
the head. 

The cannon and ammunition were carried to the camp ; the 
foldiers were lent to the common prifon at Muxadavad ; Mr. Bat- 
Ion, one of the council, and the younger men in the company’s 
lervice, were permitted to retire to the French and Dutch fa (Stories; 
and Meff. Watts and Collet, in Head of being employed as they 
expected to reprefent the will of Surajah Dowlah to the presidency 
of Calcutta, were informed that they muft accompany him tliither. 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reflrain him from this 
ralh and violent refolution : they believed themfelves marching to 
the plunder of one of the molt opulent cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabray and Roopchund, the foils of the banker Jnggutleat, 
who had fucceeded to the wealth and employments of their father, 
and derived great advantages from the European trade in the pro¬ 
vince, ventured to reprefent the Englilh as a colony of inoffenfive 
and ufeful merchants, and earneftly entreated the Nabob to mode¬ 
rate his refentment againft them ; but their remonftrances were 
vain ; and on the < ? tli of June the army began their march towards 
Calcutta. 

During thele proceedings, letters were daily dilpatchetl from 
Calcutta, inftruGing Mr. Watts to affure the Nabob that the prefi- 
deucy wa*s ready to obey his orders, to demolifh whatfoever addi¬ 
tions had been made to their fortifications, and what other build¬ 
ings without the fort might have been reprefented to him as works 
intended for defence ; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Watts, 
and were probably carried to the Nabob, whofe intentions they in- 
couraged. Coja Wazeed, the principal merchant of the province, 
who refided at Hughley, was likewife defired to interpofe his media¬ 
tion ; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had grievoufly 
offended him, and that he would not fuffer the Englilh to remain 
in his country on any other terms than were allowed them in the 
reign of the Nabob Jaffier. In the mean time, as the principal rea- 
fon affigned for Surajah Dowlah’s indignation was his belief, that 
the Englilh were ereGingnew fortifications, the dread of exafperating 
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him ft ill more unfortunately deterred the prefidency from taking 
the necefiary meafures to oppofe, until there remained no longer 
any hopes of appealing him ; and in this precarious fufpence twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were fuffered to elapfe 
unemployed. But on the ;th of June, when news was received of 
the furrender of Coffimbuzar, they were convinced that they mull 
owe their fafety to refiftance. 

Letters were immediately difpatched to Mad raft and Bombay 
requefting reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either in time ; for the fea was fhut by the fouth 
monfoon, and the meflengers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their deflations in left than 30 days. As a relief nearer 
at hand, the French and Dutch preiideucies at Chandernagore and 
Chinchura were folicited, as in a common caufe, to enter into a de- 
fenfive alliance againft the Nabob; but the Dutch pofitively refilled, 
and the French infolently advifed the Englifh to repair to Chander¬ 
nagore, in which cafe they proimfed them their protection. No 
refource therefore remained but in their own force, which was in¬ 
deed very inadequate to the conteft; for, although the tegular gar- 
rifon confifted of 264 men, and the inhabitants ferving as militia 
were 250; in all 514 men; yet only f 7 4 of this number were 
Europeans, and of thefe not ten had ever feen any other than the 
fervice of the parade; the reft were Topafles, Armenians, and Por- 
tugueze inhabitants, on whofc faith or fpirit no reliance could be 
placed. Tlie number of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock men, 
were therefore augmented to 1500; provifions were laid in ftoie, 
and works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were erefted. 

Whilft the Nabob was advancing, it was determined to take pof- 
feflion of the fort of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta 
on the oppofite fhore, and commanded the narroweft part of the 
river between Hughley and the fea with - 3 pieces of cannon. 
Two (hips of 300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before it early 
in the morning of the 13th of June; and as fbon as they began to 
fire, the Moorifh garrifon, which did not exceed fifty men, He d : 
on which fomo Europeans and Lafcars landed ; and having dift 
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abled part of the cannon, flung the reft into the river. But the 
next day they were attacked by a detachment of 2000 men, lent 
from Hugldey, who ftormed the fort, drove them to their boats, 
and then began to fire, with their matchlocks and two fmall field- 
pieces, oil the veflels, which endeavoured in vain with their can¬ 
non and mulketry to diflodge them. The next day a reinforce¬ 
ment of 30 fcldiers were fent from Calcutta, but the cannonade 
having made no impreffion, they and the veflels returned to the 
town. 

O11 the 13 th like wife a letter was intercepted, written to Omi- 
chund, by the Nabob’s head fpy, advifing him to lend his effects 
out of the reach of danger as loon as poflible: which confirming 
the fufpicions that were already entertained of Omichund’s con- 
duft, he was immediately apprehended, and put under ftritft con¬ 
finement in the fort; and a guard of twenty men was placed in his 
lioufe, that his effedts might not be clandeftinely removed. His 
brother in law, Hazarimull, who had the chief management of his 
affairs, concealed hhnfelf in the apartments of the women, until 
the next day; when the guard, endeavouring to take him, Were 
refilled by the whole body of Omichund’s peons, and armed domef- 
ticks, amounting to 300: leveral were wounded on both fides be¬ 
fore.the fray ended; during which, the head of the peons, who 
was an Indian of a high call, fet fire to the houle, and, in order to 
fave the women of the family from the difhonour of being expofed 
to ft rangers, entered their apartments, and killed, it is faid, 
thirteen of them with his own hand ; after which, he ftabbed 
himfelf, but, contrary to liis intention, not mortally. At the 
lame time, Kiflendafs was brought into the fort by another detach¬ 
ment. 

Mean while the Nabob advanced with luch uncommon diligence, 
that many of his troops died of fatigue, and many were killed by 
the lun, which at this lealon ftruck perpendicular on their heads : 
on the 15th day of June, the 7th of their march, they arrived at 
Hughley, from whence they croflbd the river in a vaft fleet of boats; 
many of which had accompanied the army from Muxadavad, and 
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Book VT. Surajah Dowlah. 

the reft had been aftembied at Hughley. Surajah Dowlali had pre- 
vioufly lint letters to the Dutch and French lettlements at Chin- 
chura and Chandcmagore, ordering them to aflift him with their 
garrifons againft Calcutta; and when his army was in fight of their 
factories, he repeated his fummons in more imperious terms; but 
they pleaded the treaties fubfifting between then nations and the En- 
glhh in Europe; which denial he highly refented ; but fupprefled 
his indignation for the prefent, left they fhould, as in a common 
caufe, take up arms in conjunction with the Englifti. But to this 
they were nothing inclined. 

The news of the enemy’s approach was brought to Calcutta early 
the next morning, the 16th of June; on which the militia and mi¬ 
litary repaired to their pofts, and the Engliih women quitted their 
houfes, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitants 
who had not already, taken flight now deferted the town, and fled, 
they knew not whither, to avoid the ftorm ; but the Portuguefe, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfelves of this title, flocked to the 
fort, into which more than 2000 of them, men, women, and chil¬ 
dren, were imprudently admitted. At noon the van of the Nabob’s 
army, marching from the northward, appeared in light of the com¬ 
pany's bounds, and, having neither reconnoitred nor gained intelli¬ 
gence, they remained ignorant that the Morattoe-ditch did not con¬ 
tinue round the limits, but left an opening without defences to the 
fouth. They therefore, without helkation, advanced to attack the 
part which lay direClly before them, where a deep rivulet, without 
any bank behind it, fupplied the place of the Morattoe-ditch; and the 
redoubt, called Per ring's, which was one ot the objects of the Nabob’s 
dilplcafure, flood on a point of land at the mouth of the rivulet; 
but being only intended to command the river, this work had but 
one embrafure towards the land. Contiguous to the redoubt flood 
a bridge, which was the only paflage over the rivulet; on the 
other tide of which, within 100 yards, were thickets and groves, 
through which lay the high road. A fliip of 18 guns had been fta- 
tioned to the north of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets : 

the greateft part of the company’s buxet ries were aftembied here to 
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defend the rivulet .; and as the guard of .the redout)t was only ao 
Europeans, 30 more, with two field-pieces, were lent from the 
fort to their aftiftance. Four thoufand of the enemy s matcii- 
locks with four pieces of cannon took pofleliion oi toe thickets, 
and from three in the afternoon until night kept up a conftant fire, 
the camion again ft the redoubt, the matchlocks every where. It was 
returned by the redoubt and the field-pieces, which were placed in 
the rear of the bridge and oppofite to the road, and the buxerries 
wherever they chofe. At midnight nothing was moving in the 
thickets; for every man after eating his meal had, as ulual, betook 
himlelf to deep; which enfign Pilchard, who had ferved on the 
coaft of Coromandel, fufpe<£tcd from their filence, and cioffing the 
rivulet at midnight with his party, foiled and 1 piked the tour pieces 
of cannon, beat up and drove -all the troops out of the thickets, and 
returned without the lots of a man. 

The jemautdar of Omieliund’s peons, wounded as he was, had 
caufed himfelf to be tranfported to the enemy’s camp ; and by his 
advice they debited from renewing the attack on the north, and the 
whole army moved to the eaflward of the company’s bounds, into 
which feveral parties entered through pafiages which there were no 
troops to defend. In the afternoon they let fire to the great bazar, 
or market, within half a mile north-eaft of the fort, and took pof- 
feflion of the quarter inhabited by the principal Indian merchants, 
which commenced half a mile, to the north, and extended moftly 
along the bank of the river. A party was lent to drive them away, 
and retuned with fome priloners, who reported that the enemy in¬ 
tended the next day to make a general attack upon the out-polls; oil 
which the party was recalled from Perring’s redoubt to the north 
of the hounds; and every one palled the night under arms. 

The fort of Calcutta, called Fort-William, was fituated near the 
river, and nearly half way between the northern and fouthern ex¬ 
tremities of the company’s territory. Its fides to the eaft and weft 
extended 210 yards; the louthern fide 130, and the northern 100 : 
it had four baftions, mounting each 10 guns: the curtains were 
only four feet thick, and, like the factory of Coffimbuzar, ter¬ 
rains. 
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rafles, which were the roofs of chambers, formed the top .of the 
ramparts; and windows belonging to thefe chambers were in 
feveral places opened in the curtains.: the gate-way on the 
eaftern fide projected, and mounted five guns, three in front, 
and one on each flank towards the baftions: under the weftern 
face and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy cannon, 
mounted in embrafures of folid mafonry; and this work was 
joined to the two weftern baftions by two flender walls, in 
each of which was a gate of paUifadoes. In the year 1747, 
warehoufes had been built contiguous to the fouthern curtain, and 
pro jetting on the out-fide, between the two baftions, rendered them 
ufelefs to one another; however, the terraffes of thefe ware¬ 
houfes were ft rang enough to bear the firing of three pounders 
which were mounted in barbett over a flight parapet. 

The houfes of the Englifh inhabitants occupied the ground fix 
hundred yards towards the eaft, and half a mile to the north and 
fouth of the fort; but lay fcattered in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
fures; and feveral of them overlooked the fort; as did the Englifh 
church, which flood oppofite to the N. e. baftion ; under thefe dis¬ 
advantages the fort was deemed lo little capable of defence, that 
it was refolved to oppofe the enemy in the principal ftreets and 
avenues. 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun¬ 
ders, and two field pieces, were erected : one oppofite to the eaftern 
gate* of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
avenue, which continued m a ftraight line to the eaftward as far as 
the Morattoe ditch: this battery adjoined on the left to the gate¬ 
way of an inclofure, in which, at'the diftance of a few feet, flood 
a very fpacious lioufe of one floor, in which the mayor’s court and 
affixes uf'ed to be held. A crofs-road paffed from N, to s. along the eaf¬ 
tern curtain of the fort; but 200 yards N. of it, this road loft fight of the 
fort, by a (hart turning towards the river, along the bank of which it 
continued ftreight to the N. in a ftreet formed by houfes mi one fine,, 
and the walls of inclofur-es on .the other neareft the river : at the 
upper end of this ftreet, juft beyond the turning, was another battery. 
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The third was in tlie crofs-road 3 oo yards to the fouth of the fort, but 
the ground between was dear. Breaft-works with pallifadoes were 
erected in the fmalier inlets at a diftance, and trendies dug acrols 
the more open grounds. Between the north battery and the 
eaftern, or that at the mayor’s court houfe, there were only two 
inlets, both of which led into a fpot lying on the eaftern fide of the 
crofs-road between the church and a houfe belonging to Mr. Eyre. 
But the ground immediately to the fouth-eaft of the fort, was much 
more open; and part of this fpace was occupied by alarge inclofure, called 
the Park ; the north fide of which lkirted the principal avenue leading 
to the eaftern battery, the weftern fide extended 200 yards along 
the fide of the crofs-road towards the fouthem battery, and the eaftern 
fide lkirted one fide of a rope-walk about fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk flood three Englifh houfos, all 
within effective mufket fhot of the eaftern battery; which, being 
erected at the north-eaft angle of the park, might by turning a gun 
to the fouth, fcour the whole length of this rope-walk, but could 
not fo well command the entrance into a fmall lane, which led into 
the farther end of the rope-walk from the louth-eaft. This pals 
was of confoquence ; for the enemy might from hence proceed to 
the fouth wall of the park, and then continue along it without in¬ 
terruption to feveral houfos, which extended along the crofs-road, 
almoft from the lbuth-weft angle of the park to the backfide of the 
fouthem battery, which flood 100 yards farther on in the crofs 
road : about 200 yards eaft of this battery, and about the fame dis¬ 
tance to the fouth of the lane laft mentioned lay another pattage, 
which gave inlet into a large opening, fouth of the park; from 
whence the enemy might with even more facility penetrate to the 
lame houfos commanding the -fouthem battery. Both thefo pafies 
were therefore carefully focured. Immediately in front of the 
fouthem battery the road was arelied over a deep and miry gully, 
which continued to the riverj but, as this battery was thought 
lefs tenable than either of .the other two, another was eredled 200 
yards behind it, acrofs the fame road, and'within 100 of the fort, 
about the rnidway of .the weftern fide of the park-wall. 
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The enemy, as it had been expected, attacked the out pofts on the 
18th in the morning. At eight o’clock one of their divifions ad¬ 
vanced to the fouthern battery, and, taking pofleffion of feveral 
honfes fituated on each fide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks, and from their wall-pieces, an engine of much greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three,ounces ; the two eighteen pounders, 
which were mounted on the battery, cannonaded the houi.es, in order 
to diflodge them, but without effect. 

At break of day, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europeans 
had been detached from the eaftern battery to a flight barricaded 
work at fome diflance in the avenue; and 40 buxerries under a good 
officer had likewife been lent to take poll: in the inclofure of the 
goal, which lay about 100 yards beyond the battery, on the right 
hand of the avenue: the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been ftruck through, to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy fhould gain their way, and oblige thole 
at the barricade to retreat to the goal. About'nine o’clock, a mul¬ 
titude of fome thoufands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
from the Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They were flopped by 
the quick firing of the two field-pieces, which fbon after difperfed 
them; but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
cure under that fhelter, kept up an inceflant, although irregular, 
fire on the barricade; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their poll two hours, when feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, with the field pieces to the goal: at the fame time 
the enemy, inftead of advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 
by-ways, and got pofleffion of the three Englifh houfes which flood 
along the rope-walk, and overlooked the back part of the goal, 011 
which they fired fo warmly from the windows and terrafles, that in 
a few minutes they killed fix buxerries, and wounded four or five 
Europeans; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the 
field pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’s Court. 

The battery to the north was likewife attacked about nine o’clock, 
but here the enemy did not find the fame advantages as at the other 
two; for the ftreet was narrow, and the inclofures which fkirted it 
Vol. II. K 
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on the fide next the river afforded nofhelter that was not over- looked 
by the battery itfelf; and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded it were contiguous to one another, and din not extend 
more than fixty yards beyond; and in each of them were polled four 
or five Europeans. The firft fire from the battery dffp rfed the di- 
vifion which was marching along the ftreet to attack it, an-i de¬ 
terred them from appearing again in a body : nevermelefs they re¬ 
mained in the crofs flreets, from which two or three at a time fre¬ 
quently ufed to come out, fire at random, and then retreat. A 
platoon, with a field-piece, was detached to drive them out of the 
crofs flreets ; which they eafily effected, and then proceeded along 
the northern ftreet, until they loft fight of the battery ; when the 
enemy, talcing advantage of their error, returned through the crois 
flreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field-piece 
and the fire of the platoon. Soon after, the whole body of the 
enemy, which had been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thole who were employed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks in all parts ceaied at once, and every thing 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
upon the eaftern battery, not only from the three houfes in the 
rope walk, but alfo from two others on the left hand of the avenue ; 
from which flations neither the two eighteen-pounders on the bat¬ 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
The enemy’s fire was f'o inceflant, that only the men neceftary to 
ferve the guns were fuftered to remain in the battery, whilit the reft 
took flielter in the mayor’s court-houfe, from whence the place of 
thofe who were either killed or wounded at the guns was occa- 
fionally fupplied. About four o’clock in the afternoon, a multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the farther end of the rope- 
walk, although defended by a ferjeant and twenty men ; and rufhed 
down the walk with fo much impetuofity towards the eaftern bat¬ 
tery, that the gunners had fcarcely time to turn one of the eighteen 
pounders againft them ; however, the firfl difeharge of grape fhot 
checked, and a few more drove them to feck fhelter in the covers at 
hand; but many of them joined thofe who were in the houfes^ 
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from which the fire increafed fo much, that at five o’clock Captain 
Clayton, the military officer who commanded in the battery, fent 
Mr. Holwell, who acted as a lieutenant under him, to reprefeut to 
the governor the irapoflibility of maintaining this poll any longer, 
unlefs it was immediately reinforced with cannon and men, fuffi- 
Cient to drive the enemy out of the houfes: but. before Mr. Hol¬ 
well returned, Captaiii Clayton was preparing to retreat, having 
already fpiked up two 18 pounders and one of the field-pieces; and 
the whole detachment foon after marched into the fort with the 
other. They were fcarcely arrived before the enemy took pofleffion 
of the battery, and exprefled their joy by exceffive ffiouts. 

The two other batteries had remained unmolefted fince noon ; 
but a party had been detached from the fouthern, to defend the pah- 
fade to the eaft of it, which was overlooked by two large houles, 
one on each hand : a ferjeant and twelve men, belonging to the 
military, polled themfelves in one of the houles ; and a lieutenant 
with nine of the militia, all of whom were young men in the mer¬ 
cantile lervice of the company, took pofleffion of the other : the 
fire from both defended the pafs until the ealtern battery was de- 
ferted, when, all the ground from hence to the two houles being 
open, numbers of the enemy gathered in the ground on the inlide of 
the palilade, and began to attack the two houles, which animating 
thole who were attacking the palifade on the other fide, they at 
length tore it down, and joined thole already within. The ferjeant 
with the twelve military faw their danger before the enemy had 
made proper difpofitions to prevent their efcape, and quitting the 
houfe in which they had been fiationed, proceeded by by-ways 
which they knew to the fouthern battery ; but did not give notice 
of their retreat to thole of the militia in the other houfe; who foon 
after feeing themfelves furrounded, without hopes of fuccour or 
relief, came out in a compact body, determined to fight their way 
to the fort; but two, whole names were Smith and Wilkin fon, le~ 
parated from the reft, and were immediately intercepted; the 
enemy, however, offered them quarter, which Smith refufed, and, 
it is faid, flew five men before he fell; on which Wilkinfon fur- 
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rendered, and was immediately cut to pieces. The other eight, 
always prefenting and rarely firing, got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park, when the guns, as well of the fort, as of the battery 
which had been raifed acrofs the road leading to it, midway of the 
weft fide of the park-wall, deterred the enemy from accompanying 
them any farther. The detachments at all the three batteries, the 
two to the fouth, and that to the north of the fort, were now re¬ 
called ; and boats were fent, which foon after brought away Enfign 
Pilchard, and the guard of 2,0 men, which was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt to the north. 

The batteries had been fo much relied upon as the beft defences of 
the fettlement, that the defertion of them on the very firft day they 
were attacked created general confternation ; and the uproar of 1500 
black Portugueze in the fort increafed the confufion. Of the 
Ealcars, who had been inlifted to lerve the cannon, not more than 
twenty, and of the buxerries not one, remained. The Armenian 
and Portugueze militia were ftupified with fear. However, the 
Englilh ftill preferved their courage, and fmall parties were detached 
to the church, to Mr. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft 
baftion, to Mr. Cruttenden’s on the north, and to the governor’s 
houle on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In the 
mean time the enemy had drilled the three guns which had been 
fpiked and left in the eaftern battery, and turned them on the fort; 
whilft numbers of their troops, fheltering themfelves in the trenches 
which had been dug in the park, and behind the walls of that in- 
clofure, kept a conftant fire of Imall arms on the ramparts. 

A fhip and feven fmaller veflels, belonging to the fettlement, lay 
before the fort; and boats, with the natives who plied them, had 
been carefully referved. As night approached, it was refolved to 
lend all the European women on board the fhip; two of the council, 
fuperiutended their embarkation, and were accompanied by leveral 
of the militia. Before eight o’clock the party at the governor’s 
houfe, having been much galled by the enemy from the next houfe 
to the fouth, were recalled ; their retreat expofed the range of ware- 
houles adjoining to the fouth curtain, which was the weakeft part 
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of the fort, becaufe unflanked by any baftion ; and at midnight the 
enemy were heard approaching to efcalade the terrafles of thefe ware- 
houfes. On which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge¬ 
neral alarm : but although this fummons was thrice repeated, not a 
man appeared in obedience to it, excepting thofe who were on duty; 
but the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon prepared, retreated. 

At two in the morning a general council of war was held, to 
which all the Englifh, excepting the common foldiers, were ad¬ 
mitted; and after debating two hours, whether they fhould imme¬ 
diately efcape to the fhips, or defer the retreat until the next night, 
the council broke up, without any regular determination: but as of 
the two propofals the fir ft was not carried into execution, it was by 
many believed that the other was adopted. 

The enemy renewed their attacks as foon as the morning appear¬ 
ed, by which time they had mounted three guns near the fouth- 
weft angle of the park, from whence, as well as from the eaftern 
battery, they now cannonaded the fort, whilft their matchlock men 
from feveral houles, and behind the walls of inclofures, fired 
upon the feveral houfes in which parties were remaining, as well 
as upon the baftions and ramparts. They had not, however, ven¬ 
tured to take pofleffion of the governor’s houfe to the fonth, not- 
withftanding it had been evacuated fo many hours; and another 
party under the command of Enfign Pifchard was lent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon l'ome one of the defenders was 
killed or wounded: but, although ten times the number of the 
enemy fell, their lofs in fo great a multitude was fcarcely felt, and 
immediately fupplied. Before nine, Enfign Pifchard returned to< 
the fort, wounded, and was followed by his party; on which the 
detachments in the church and the two other houles were likewife 
recalled, and the polls they quitted were immediately taken pof- 
feffion of by the enemy, whofe courage and activity increased with 
their fuccefs, whilft terror and confufion prevailed more and more 
in the garrifon- 

Many of the boats had deferted in the night ;-and in the morning,, 
when it was intended to fhip off the Portuguese women and chil- 
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dren, the voice of order was loft amongft this affrighted multitude, 
of which every one prefling to be firft embarked, the boats were 
filed with more than they could carry ; and feveral were ovei let. 
Moft of tliole who had crouded into them were drowned, and 
fuch as floated with the tide to the fhore, were either made pri- 
foners or maflacred; for the enemy had taken pofleflion ot all 
the houfes and inclolures along the banks ot the river, from 
which ftations they fliot fire-arrows into the fhip and veflels, in 
hopes of burning them. None of the garrifon who had embarked 
with the Englifli women had returned to the fhore, and their 
fright being much increafed by the fire-arrows, they, without or¬ 
ders from the governor, removed the fhip from her ftation before 
the fort to Govindpore, three miles lower down the river; on 
which all the other veflels weighed their anchors likewile, and fol¬ 
lowed the fhip : and to increafe the evil efforts of their retreat, it 
happened at the very time when the detachments from the fort were 
obliged to abandon the adjacent houfes : in this hour of trepidation 
many of the Englifli militia, feeing the veflels under fail, were terri¬ 
fied with the apprehenfion of lofing this opportunity of efcaping, 
and quitted the fhore. The governor, utterly unexperienced in mili¬ 
tary affairs, had hitherto fhewn no averiion to expofe his perfon 
wherever his prefence was neceflary. He had early in the morning 
vifked the ramparts; and after the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that the enemy were en¬ 
deavouring to force their way through the gate of palifadoes in the 
wall between the fouthern baftion and the line of guns, had repaired 
thither, and ordered two field-pieces to be pointed towards the gate; 
but found none willing to obey him. Soon after, a man came aud 
whifpered to him, that all the gun-powder remaining in the ma¬ 
gazines was damp and unfit for fervice; although difmayed by this 
information, he refrained from divulging it, and endeavoured to 
reduce the confufion which prevailed every where till ten o’clock; 
when perceiving that only two boats remained at the wharf, in one 
of which feveral of his acquaintance were preparing to efcape, the 
dread of being expofed to the relentment of Surajah Dowlah, who 
4 had 
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had often threatened to put him to death, prevailed over all other 
couiiderations, and, panick-ftruck, he hurried into the other boat, 
without giving warning to the garrifon : the military commanding 
odicer, and leveral others who law him embark, followed his ex¬ 
ample, and accompanied him to the Ihip. 

The aftonilhment of thofe who remained in the fort was not 
greater than their indignation at this defertion ; and nothing was 
heard for lome time but execrations again!! the fugitives. How¬ 
ever, the coneourfe foon proceeded to deliberation, when Mr. 
Pearkes, the eldeft member of the council in the fort, religned his 
right of command to Mr. Holwell. The whole number of militia 
and military now remaining amounted only to i go men : and 
two or tlireee boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent any more defertions, locked the weftern gate 
leading to the river. 

The lhip which had been ftationcd at the northern redoubt dill 
remained there; and the garrifon, having determined to defend 
themlelves vigoroully until they could repair on board of her, an 
officer was difpatched in a. boat with orders to the captain to hring 
her down immediately to tlie fort. But the reliance upon this re- 
fource was of lhort duration ; for the fhip coming down ftruck oii 
a land-bank, and was immediately abandoned by the crew*. In the 
mean time the fort was warmly attacked, and bravely defended until 
the enemy ceafed firing at noon : neither did they renew their efforts 
with much vigour during the rell of the day, or the fucceeding night; 
but employed" themfelves in fetting fire to all the adjacent houfes, 
excepting thofe which commanded the ramparts. In this interval 
the garrifon continually threw out fignals, flags by day and fires 
by night, calling the veflels at Govindpore to return to the fort: 
but this their laft expectation of relief was likewife difappointed, for 
not a Angle veflel came to their afliftance. 

The next morning the enemy recommenced their attacks with 
greater numbers than ever; and whilft fome of the garrifon were 
expofing themfelves with much refolution, others were entreating 
Mr. Holwell to capitulate; who, to calm the minds of fuck-as 
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defponded, at fun-rife, threw a letter from the rampart, written 
by the prifoner Omichund, to Moniclcchnnd, the governor of 
Hughley, who commanded a confiderable body of troops in the 
army before the fort, requeuing him to intercede with the Nabob 
to ceafe hoftilities, llnce the Englifh were ready to obey his com¬ 
mands, and only perfifted in defending the fort to preferve their 
lives and honour. The letter was taken up, but the enemy never- 
thelefs continued their attacks until noon, when a large body at¬ 
tempted to efcalade the northern curtain, under cover of a ftrong 
fire of their fmall arms from Mr. Cruttenden’s houfe ; but, after 
perfevering half an hour, they were repulfed, and the fire on all 
the other quarters of the fort ceafed as foon as this body retreated. 
In tliefe few hours twenty-five of the garrifon had been killed, or 
Were lying defperately wounded, and feventy more had received 
{lighter hurts; and the common foldiers having broke open the 
ftore-houfe of arrack, were intoxicated beyond all fenfe of duty. 

At two the enemy appeared again, but adled faintly; and at four 
a man was difcovered advancing, with a flag of truce in his hand, 
which Mr. Holwell, at the general requeft, anfwered with another 
on the fouth-eaft baftion, from whence he at the fame time threw a 
letter which he had prepared, add relied to the duan, Roydulub, 
of the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in the 
morning to Monickchund. A parley enfued, during which many 
of the enemy flocked to the eaftern gate of the fort, and to the 
gate of palifadoes near the fouth-weft baftion, both which they 
attempted to cut down ; whilft greater numbers, with fcaling lad¬ 
ders endeavoured to mount the warehoufes to the fouth : a fhot 
was likewife fired, which wounded Mr. Bailley, as he was ftanding 
on the s. e. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down 
to bring men to the ramparts : but few obeyed, and thofc who 
would have been willing had retired to various parts of the fort to 
get fleep; and whilft fearch was making for them, the drunken 
foldiers, intending to efcape to the river, broke open the weftern 
gate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate of 
palifades, and were rufhing to attack this likewife, which they 
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found opening : others at the fame time had cfcaladed the ware-houfes* 
In this confufion no refiftance was made, and every one iurren- 
dering his arms, the Nabob’s troops refrained from bloodlhed; 
but about 20 of the garrifon ran to the N. w. baftion, and dropped 
from the embrafures, where fome efcaped along the flime of the 
river, and others were furrounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fort, accompanied by his general 
Meer Jaffier, and moft of the principal officers of his army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund and Kiflendafs to be brought be¬ 
fore him, and received them with civility; and having bid fome of¬ 
ficers go and take pofleffion of the company’s treafuiy, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the factory, where lie fat in Hate and 
received the compliments of his court and attendants in magnificent 
expreffions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for- 
Mr. Hoi well, to whom he exprefled much refentment at the pre- 
fumption of the Engliffi in daring to defend the fort, and much dif- 
fatisfa&ion at the fmallnefs of the firm found in the treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr. Holwell had two other confe¬ 
rences with him on this lubjeft before feven o’clock, when the 
Nabob difmifled him with repeated affurances, on the word of a 
foldier, that lie ffiould fuffer no harm. 

Mr. Holwell, returning to his unfortunate companions, found 
them affembled and furrounded by a ftrong guard. Several build¬ 
ings on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames, 
which approached with fo thick a lmoke on eithei hand, that the 
prifoners imagined their enemies had caufed this conflagration, in 
order to fuffocate them between the two fires. On each fide of the 
eaftern gate of the fort extended a range of chambcis adjoining to 
the curtain ; and before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery : it- 
was of arched mafonry, and intended to ffielter the foldiers from 
the fun and rain, but being low, almoft totally obftru&ed the 
chambers behind from the light and air; and whilft fome of the 
guard were looking in other parts of the faftory for proper places 
to confine the prifoners during the night, the reft ordered them to 
affemble in ranks under the varanda on the right hand of the gate-. 
Vol.II. L Wi. 
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way; where they remained for fbme time with fo little fufpicion of 
their impending fate, that they laughed among themfelves at the 
leeming oddity of this difpolition, and amufed themfelves With con¬ 
jecturing what they fhould next be ordered to do. About eight 
o’clock, thole who had been lent to examine the rooms reported 
that they had found none fit for the purpofe. On which the prin¬ 
cipal officer commanded the prifimers to go into one of the rooms 
which flood behind them along the varanda. It was the common 
dungeon of the garrifbn, who ufed to call it The Black Hole . Many 
of the prifoners knowing the place, began to expoftulate; upon which 
the officer ordered his men to cut down thofe who hefitated; on 
which the prifoners obeyed. But before all were within, the room 
was fo thronged, that the lafl entered with difficulty. The guard 
immediately clofed and locked the door ; confining 14.6 perfons in 
a room not 20 feet fipiare, with only two finall windows, and thefe 
ob fir lifted by the varanda. 

It was the hotteft feafon of the year; and the night uncommonly 
fultry even at this feafon. The exceffive preffure of their bodies 
again ft one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as foon 
as the door was fhut, convinced the prifoners that it was impofiible 
to live through the night in this horrible confinement; and violent 
attempts were immediately made to force the door; but without 
effea, for it opened inward : on which many began to give a loofe 
to rage. Mr. Holwcll, who had placed himfelf at one of the 
windows, exhorted them to remain compofed both in body and 
mmd, as the only means of furviving the night, and his reraon- 
fliances produced a fhort interval of quiet; during which he applied 
to an old Jemautdar, who bore fome marks of humanity in his 
countenance, promifmg to give him a thoufand rupees hi the morn¬ 
ing, if he would feparate the prifoners into two chambers. Tire 
■old man went to try, but returning in a few minutes, faid it was 
xmpoffible; when Mr. Hoi well offered him a larger fum; on which 
he retired once more, and returned with the fatal fentence, that no 
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In the mean time every minute had increafed their fufferings. 
The iiril effe<ff of their confinement was a profile and continued 
fweat, which ibon produced intolerable third;, lucceeded by excru¬ 
ciating pains in the bread:, with difficulty of breathing little fhort 
of fuffocation. Various means were tried to obtain more room 
and air. Every one dripped off his cloaths ; every hat was put in 
motion ; and thefe methods affording no relief, it was proposed 
that they ffiould all fit down on their hams at the fame time, and 
after remaining a little while in this pollute, rife all together. This 
fatal expedient was thrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour; and every time, feveral unable to rear themfelves up again, 
fell, and were trampled to death by their companions. Attempts were 
again made to force the door, which, failing as before, redoubled 
their rage: but the third: increafing, nothing but water ! water ! 
became fbon after the general cry. The good Jemautdar imme¬ 
diately ordered feme fkins of water to be brought to the windows ; 
but, inflead of. relief, his benevolence became a more dreadful caufe 
of deflru&ion ; far the fight of the water threw every one into fuch 
exceffive agitations and ravings, that, unable to refill this violent 
impulfe of nature, none could wait to be regularly ferved, but each 
with the utmofl ferocity battled againfl thole who were likely to 
get it before him; and in thefe conflicts many were either prefled 
to death by the efforts of others, or fuffocated by their own. This 
fcene, inflead of producing compaffion in the guard without, only 
excited their mirth ; and they held up lights to the bars, in order 
to have the diabolical fatisfa£tion of feeing the deplorable contentions 
of the fufferers within ; who, finding it impoffible to get any water 
whilft it was thus furioufly difputed, at length differed thofe who 
were nearefl to the windows, to convey it in their hats to thofe be¬ 
hind them. It proved no relief either to their third:, or other fuf- 
ferings ; for the fever encreafed every moment with the encreadng 
depravity of the air in the dungeon, which had been fo often re- 
fpired, and was faturated with the hot and deleterious effluvia of 
putrifying bodies ; of which the flench was little lefs than mortal. 
Before midnight, all who were alive and had not partaken of the 
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air at the windows, were either in a lethargic ftupefa&ion, or rav¬ 
ing with delirium. Every kind of inventive and abufe was uttered, 
in hopes of provoking the guard to put an end to their miferies, by 
firing into the dungeon; and whilft fome were blalpheming their 
creator with the frantic execrations of torment in defpair, heaven 
was implored by others with wild and incoherent prayers ; until the 
weaker, exhaufted by thefe agitations, at length laid down quietly, 
and expired on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friends. Thole 
who ftill furvived in the inward part of the dungeon, finding that 
the water had afforded them no relief, made a laft effort to obtain 
air, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of thole who flood 
between them and the windows; where the utmofl llrength of 
every one was employed for two hours, either in maintaining his 
own ground, or in endeavouring to get that of which others were in 
pofleffion. All regards of compaflion and affection were loft, and 
no one would recede or give way for the relief of another. Faintnefs 
lometimes gave Ihort paufes of quiet, but the firft motion of any one 
renewed the ftruggle through all, under which ever and anon fome 
one funk to rife no more. At two o’clock not more than fifty re¬ 
mained alive. But even this number were too many to partake 
of the feving air, the conteft for which and life, continued 
until the mom, long implored, began to break'; and, with the 
hope of relief, gave the few furvivors -a view of the dead. The fur- 
vivors then at the window, finding that their intreaties could not 
prevail on the guard to open the door, it occurred to Mr. Cooke 
the fecretary of the council, that Mr. Holwell, if alive, might have 
more influence to obtain their relief; and two of the company un¬ 
dertaking the fearch, difcovered him, having ftill feme figns of life; 
but when they brought him towards the window, every one refufed 
to quit his place, excepting Captain Mills, who with rare genero- 
fity offered to reffgn his; on which the reft likewife agreed to make 
room. He had fcarcely begun to recover his fenfes, before an of¬ 
ficer, fent by the Nabob, came and enquired if the Engliffi chief 
furvived; and foon after the feme man returned with an order to 
■©pen the prifon. The dead were fo thronged, and the furvivors had 
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fo little ftrengtK remaining, that they were employed near half an 
hour in removing the bodies which lay againft the door, before 
they could clear a paffage to go out one at a time; when of one 
hundred and forty-fix who went in, no more than twenty-three 
e-ame out alive, the ghaftlieft forms that ever were feeu alive. The 
Nabob’s troops beheld them, and the havock of death from which 
they had efcaped, with indifference; but did not prevent them from 
removing to a diftance, and were immediately obliged, by the 
intolerable flench, to clear the dungeon, whiltl others dug a ditch 
on the outfide of the •'fort, into which all the dead bodies were pro- - 
mifcuoufly thrown. 

Mr. Holwell, unable to Hand, was foon after carried to the 
Nabob, who was fo far from fhewing any compaffion' for liis con- • 
dition, or remorfe for the death of the other prifoners, that he only 
talked of the treafures which the Ehglifh had buried ; and threaten¬ 
ing him with Farther injuries, if he perfifted in concealing them,- 
■ordered him to be kept a prifoner. - The officers to whole charge he 
was delivered, put him into fetters, together with Meflk Court and • 
Walcot, who were likewife fuppofed to know fomething of the - 
treafures; the reft of the furvivors, amongfl whom were Meflrs. - 
Cooke and Mills, were told they might go where they pleafed ; but 
nn Engliflv woman, the only one of her fex amongfl the fufferers, 
was referred for the feraglio of the general Meer Jaffier. The dread 
of remaining any longer within the reach of fuch barbarians deter¬ 
mined moft of them to remove immediately, as far as their ftrength 
enabled them, from the fort, and moft tended towards the veflels^ 
which were ftill in fight; but when they reached Govindpore in the . 
fouthem part of the company’s bounds, they were informed that 
guards were ftationed to prevent any perfbns from paffing to the 
veflels, on which moft of them took fhelter in deferted huts, where 
fome of the natives, who had ferved the Englifh in different employ- ■ 
ments, came and adm'iniftered to their immediate wants. Two or 
three however ventured, and got to the veflels before fun-fet. Their' 
appearance and the dreadful tale they had to tell were the fevereft 
.of reproaches ro thofe on board, who, intent only on their own pre- 
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fervation, Lad made no efforts to facilitate the efcape of the mfl: of 
the rarrilbn : never perhaps was fuch an opportunity of peifoiraing 
an heroic aCtion fo ignominioufly negleCted ; tor a hngie floop, with 
fifteen brave men on boards might, in fpite ot all the efforts of the 
eaerov, have come up, and, anchoring under the Sort, have canied 
away ail who buffered in the dungeon. 

But the trepidation on board ot all the veflels had been fo great, 
that, having failed in the morning in order to proceed lower dov\n 
the river, the fire from the tort of ft a mi all, where the enemy had 
again mounted feveral pieces of cannon, drove a liiow and a Hoop 
alhore ; on which the reff returned to the Nation they had quitted at 
Govindpore, where they remained until the 24th, when they were 
joined by two fliips from Bombay, which came up the river, and 
had fuftained the fire of Tannah without any hurt. Encouraged by 
this example and reinforcement, the fleet again weighed anchor, and 
proceeding with better conduCt, palled the fort of Tannah with the 
lols of only two lafcars: on the 25th they palled Buzbuzia, another 
fort twenty miles lower down, where the enemy were only preparing 
to mount cannon: here another veffel was ftranded by bad navi¬ 
gation: on the 26th they arrived at Fulta, a town with a market, 
which is the ftation of all the Dutch flipping. The loutherly 
monlbon which prevailed at this time rendering it irapoffible to quit 
the river, it was determined to remain at B'ulta, if not driven away 
by the Nabob, until the feafon changed. 

Mean while the Nabob’s army were employed in plundering Cal¬ 
cutta, where the booty, although i'ufficient to gratify the common 
foldiery, produced nothing that anfwered the expectations which 
had urged the Nabob to get poffeflion of the fettlement. Moll: of 
the inhabitants, excepting Omichuud, had removed their valuable 
effeCts; but in histreafury were found 400,000 rupees, befides many 
valuable effeCts. Moft of the merchandizes provided in the country 
had been flipped to different ports before the month of April, after 
which time veflels cannot go out of the river. None of the com¬ 
pany’s (hips were, arrived from England ; and none of thofe belong¬ 
ing to private merchants were returned from their voyages ; and the 
1 greatefl: 
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greateft part of the commodities imported in the preceding year 
were fold ; neither had the goods providing at the aurungs for the 
enfuing feafon been brought to Calcutta; fo that the whole amount 
of the merchandizes remaining in the fottlement did not exceed in 
value the fum of two hundred thoufand pounds ; which was much 
diminiflied before they had palled through the rapine of the foldiery, 
and the embezzlement of the officers appointed to manage the 
plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the disappointment of his ex¬ 
pectations of immenfe wealth, ordered Mr. Holwell and the two 
other prifoners to be font to Muxadavad,’in hopes that they would 
at laft difoover where the trealures of the fottlement were buried. 
This order was executed by his officers with all the foverity that 
the fear of cauling the death of the prifoners would admit. They 
were put into an open boat, without Ihelter from the intenfo fun 
and heavy rain of the feafon, fed only with rice and water, and 
loaded with irons, notwithftanding their bodies were covered with 
painful boils ; a crilis by which all who furvived the dungeon re¬ 
covered of their fever. In their paflage up the river, they received 
fome refreshments from the Dutch fottlement at Chinchura; 
and both the French and Dutch at Coffimbuzar admin iftered to 
them all the offices of humanity which their guard would permit, 
who, on their arrival at the capital, chofe a cow-houfe for the place 
of their confinement. 

It could foarcely be imagined that the Nabob, after fuch flagrant 
injuries, Ihould fuffer the remains of the colony to abide within his 
■dominions, in expeftat'uon of reinforcements. But there always 
reigned fo much confufion in his mind, that he rarely carried his 
ideas beyond the prefent appearance of things ; and, foothed by the 
■compliments of his courtiers into a belief that the redu&ion of Cal¬ 
cutta was the moft glorious and heroic achievement that had been 
performed in Indoftan fince the days of Tamerlane, he imagined 
that the Englifh nation would never dare to appear again in arms 
in his country; and, having written letters full of thefo commen¬ 
dations of -h imfo lf to Delhi, lie negle&ed to purl'ue the fugitives, 
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aud determined to avail himfelf of die terror of his armsagainft his 
rival and relation, the Phoufdar of Purneah. 

To perpetuate the memory of his victory he ordered the name of 
Calcutta to be changed to Alinagore, fignifying rfbe Port of God ; 
and, leaving a garrifon of 3000 men, and Mouickchund to command 
in the place, he departed with the reft of his army on the fecond 
of July. Two or three days before his departure he publilhed leave 
to fuch as had efcaped the dungeon to return to their, houfes in the 
town, where they were fupplied with provitious by Omichund, 
whofe interceflion had probably procured their return. But this in¬ 
dulgence was rendered of ihort duration by the intemperance of 
. a feijeant, who in a fit of drunkennefs killed a Moorman. This 
happened on the laft of June, on which the ban waspubliihed againft 
every European who fhould be found in the territory. All fled 
immediately to. the French, Dutch, and Pruffian factories, from 
whence at different times moft of them repaired to the fleet at 
' Fulta. 

As fbon as the Nabob’s army had crofted the river near Hughley, 
he fent a detachment to the French, and another to the Dutch fet- 
tlement, threatening to extirpate them both, if they did not im¬ 
mediately pay him a large fum of money : but, after receiving many 
fubmiffive afliirances of their pacific difpofitions, he- confented to re- 
leafe the Dutch for the film of 450,000 rupees, and the French 
for 100,000 lefs; which difference, it is faid, he made becaufe the 
French had fupplied him with 200 chefts of gunpowder, as he was 
marching to Calcutta. At the fame time he releafed Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Collet, who had. hitherto been led prifoners in his camp, 
and configned them to the care of the Dutch governor at Chin- 
chura, from whom he took an obligation to produce them when- 
foever they fhould be demanded. On the nth he arrived at 
Muxadavad, from whence he ifliied orders, commanding the feizure 
and fequeftration of all the effeds and merehandifes belonging to 
the English, or their tenants, in all parts of his dominions. How¬ 
ever, finding that no difcoveries could be obtained concerning the 
trpafures which he fuppofed to be buried in Calcutta, he, on the 
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i 6 th, in compliance with the frequent interceffions of the widow 
of Allaverdy, releafed Mr. Holwell and his two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in perfon, as he was palling by the ihed 
of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch 
faftovy, where they were received with much hofpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Mean while, the fleet remained at Fulta, where they were joined 
by feveral other vefiels from the fea. The company’s agents likewife 
from the fubordinate factories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballafbre, 
having on the firfl alarm efcaped frGni thefe refidencies, refbrted to 
the fleet. For fbme time no provifions could be procured ; but as 
foon as the Nabob’s army left Calcutta, the country people ven¬ 
ture to fupply them. 

The want of convenient fhelter, as well as the dread of being 
furprized, obliged them all to fleepon board the vefiels, which were 
lb much crowded, that all lay promifcuoufly on the decks, without 
fhelter from the rains of the feafbn, and for fbme time without a 
change of raiment; for none had brought any ftore away : and 
thefe hardfhips, inccnfiderable as they may feem, were grievous to 
perfons, of whom the greatefl: part had lived many years in the 
gentle eafe of India. But fufferings which the hardieft cannot refill 
enfued: for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 
Ganges, is the molt unhealthy country in die world ; and many 
died of a malignant fever, which infefted all the vefiels. 

But, in Head of alleviating their difl relies by that fpirit of mutual 
good-will, which is fuppofed to prevail amongfl companions in mi- 
fery, every one turned his mind to inviduous ditcuffions of the 
caufes which had produced their misfortunes ; although all feemed to 
expert a day when they fhould be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s fervice, who had not held any part in the 
government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they wiflied to fee removed from flat ions, to which 
they expefled to fueceed. At the fame time, the members of the 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the fevered: 
blame upon the governor; and thefe examples gave rile to the fame 
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fpirit of malevolence amongft thofe who could derive no benefit from 
their inve&ives, beyond the vanity of their temporary, importance. 

The conduft of the military operations was void of method, fub- 
ordination, difciplirie, and (kill. All the out-polls were at too great 
a diftance from the fort; only the three or four neareft buildings 
fhould have been occupied : all beyond them blown up, or the floors 
of their upper Hones ruined. The walls of all the inclofures with¬ 
in the aim of mulket-fhot from the fort, fhould have been demo- 
lifhed, and the rubbifh removed. A ditch and palifode fhould have 
been carried on, if time admitted no more, at leafl in the weakell 
parts, round the fort, efpecially along the warehoufes to the fouth. 
Shells fhould have been thrown wherever the enemy afiembled or 
took poll, and refolute fallies fhould have been made in the night 
into their open quarters, which in fuch a multitude muft have been 
many. By thefe means the defence might have been protracted ten 
days, during which, if the Nabob could not be appealed, the ar¬ 
rival of the fliips of the feafon would have fecured the retreat of 
the defenders and their families without danger. Although nothing 
of thefe operations was executed, the neglect of them was not im¬ 
puted ; but cowardice in general was reproached to thofe who firfl: 
left the fhore, and with little decency, by thofe who accompanied, 
or followed their flight, and all afiembled at Fulta, excepting three 
or four, were in one or other of thefe predicaments. 

The caufes to which the refentment of the Nabob was imputed, 
were more vague, but cad, if poflible, more blame. The paper, 
which was figned by Mr. Watts immediately after he was made 
prifbner at Coffimhuzar, was urged as a proof that the government 
of Bengal had been defrauded of vaft fums by the abufe which the 
company’s agents had made of the dujhicks or paffports for trade, 
which, it is laid, had been commonly fold to the Indian merchants 
redding in the fettlement, who were not intitled to that privilege ; 
but, although this fraud was fometimes committed by the indigent 
and profligate, the greateff part of the Englifh commerce was carried 
on by men, whofe chara£fer and fortune placed them beyond the 
neceffity or fufpicion of fuch a meannefs: fo that this pra&ice 
could not have been either fo frequent or injurious to the revenues of 
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Bengal, as the rapacious minifters of Surajah Dowlah might have 
made him believe; more efpecially fince the Nabob Allaverdy 
never aecufed the Englifh of fuch illicit praftices. The other article 
figned by Mr. Watts, concerning the protection given to the fubjefts' 
ot the Nabob, was likewife infilled on ; although for fifteen years 
before Kiflendafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who took up their refidence in Calcutta. However, thefe reflections 
carrying againft no one in particular, it was boldly aflerted, that the 
protection of Kiflendafs, which certainly did contribute to the Na- 
bob's refentment, had been purehafed by large bribes : but this ac- 
cufation was abfurd, becaufe they rnufl have come through his hoft 
Omichund, whom the prefidency regarded as the fir ft, though la¬ 
tent caufe of all their calamities, and punifhed accordingly. It was 
likewife aflerted, that the governor, Mr. Drake, had written an in¬ 
dolent letter to the Nabob, in anlwer to his order for demolifhing 
the fortifications; and that he lent a meflage of defiance to hitn 
by the fpy who brought the letter concerning Kiflendafs : reports, 
for which no evidence was produced. 

There is fufficient teftimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla¬ 
verdy, reflecting on the fates of Nazirjing and Chunderfaheb, the 
fubfequent war in Coromandel, and the late reduction of Angria, 
and comparing thefe military exploits of the French and Englifh 
with the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do¬ 
minions, fhould have advifed his young fucceflor, Surajah Dowlah, 
to watch the military meafures of all the European fettlements in 
Bengal, and to fuffer no iucreafe in their garrifbns, nor addition in 
their fortifications, and to crufh immediately whichlbever of them 
fhould manifeft any fymptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own ftrength; but at the fame time to give every encouragement 
to their commercial views, not only as an eflentiai benefit to the 
province, but likewife as the befl: fecurity of their dependauce on his 
government. This admitted, the dilorderly brain of Surajah 
Dowlah, his exceflive cowardice, his tyrannical ideas, and the in- 
ftigations of his minions, reprefenting Calcutta as one of the 
richeft cities in the world, fufficiently account for his incapacity to 
diflinguifh the necefl'ary feafou of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflor into execution, and for his inflexible perfeverance in a refolu- 
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tion which flattered: the pufillanimity and other vices of his own 
mind. 

The Englilh at Fulta, notwithftanding their wrangles, agreed to 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fuch others as 
had been members of the council at Calcutta, who in the begin¬ 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members, with 
a military officer, to reprefent their condition to the prefidency of 
Madrafs, and to folicit the expedition of an armament to their 
affiftance. With them our narrative returns to the coaft of Coro¬ 
mandel.. 


War OF ALL was loft before the prefidency of Madrafs even received in- 
Coromandel. te pig ence 0 f the danger; for the letters, advifing the furrender of 
Cofiimbuzar, did not arrive until the 15th of July. The experience 
of former embroilments between the European fettlements and the' 
government of Bengal, fuggefted hopes that the Nabob would, as 
. his predecellors, be appealed with a fum of money. But whether 

this or the worft Ihould happen, it was deemed neceflary, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay; in the one, to render 
the fettlement more refpeftable to the Nabob-; in die other, to 
aftord refuge to fuch as might have efoaped the calamities of war. 

The fquadron. under the command of Admiral Watfon, and the 
Delaware, one of the company’s fhips lately arrived from England, 
chanced at tills time to be in the road of Madrafs: but, as it would 
have been highly imprudent to feijd away, or divide the fquadron 
until the laft extremity, a detachment of 230 men, rnofoly Euro¬ 
peans, were Dripped on board the Delaware, under the command of 
Major Kilpatrick. They failed on the 20th of July, and on the 5 th 
of Auguft arrived letters from the fugitives at Fulta, with details of 
the capture of Calcutta, which fcarcely created more horror and re- 
lentment than consternation and perplexity. 

W e have laid that the prefidency was at this time preparing to 
fend a detachment of 300 Europeans with deputies to Salabadjing, 
who had folicited this affiftance to rid liimfelf of the French army 
under the command of Mr. Buffy. The government of Pondi¬ 
cherry, as foon as they received intelligence that Mr. Bufly had 
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taken poffeflion of Charmaul, and that the maintenance of this poft 
againft their enemies was the only probability of a reconciliation 
with them, refolved to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Bufly, fore- 
feeing the event, had long before requefted, when he feparated from 
Salabacjing at Sanore. Accordingly, 500 Europeans and a train 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company's - 
Clip’s called the Favorite. The Chip failed on the 15th of July, 
the very day that the prefidency of Madrafs received the firft intel¬ 
ligence of the diftrefies in Bengal: the troops were to be landed at 
Mafulipatam, from whence they were to march to Golcondah. 

Hitherto the French influence in the government of Salabadjing 
had been regarded as the evil which threatened the moft danger 
to the Englifli concerns in India, and the removal of it had been 
the conftant object of their attention ; but it now became an im¬ 
mediate confideration, what refpeft ought to be paid to this view,, 
compared with the neceffity of reinftating the loft affairs in Bengal. 

Letters from England dated in the month of Auguft of the pre¬ 
ceding year had informed the prefidencies in India, that a war with* 
France feemed inevitable,. and that hoftilities would in all probability 
commence very foon after the difpatch of thofe letters; which* 
moreover gave intelligence that the French were preparing to fend’ 
a fleet of 19 fhips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Breft to 
Pondicherry. On this it had been determined to make many im¬ 
provements- and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs; but as no¬ 
particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 
weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the Englifli and French governments* 
on the coaft of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each 
confifting of about 2000 Europeans, and r 0,000 Sepoys, who on both* 
fades were feparated in different garrifbns and fituations in an extent of 
600 miles. The detachment of 500 men font to Mafulipatam had di¬ 
al inifhed the French force forving in the Carnatic, to be by this* 
number, lefs than what the Englifh had in the province, exclufive of 
their troops to the fouth of the Coleroon ; nor had the French as yet. 
any fquadron in India to oppole that under the command of Mr. 
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Watfon; but it was imagined that their expected armament would 
give them as deciiive a fuperiority at lea, as on Ihoie. 

On the other hand, a privation of the Bengal inveftments for 
three years would ruin the Englifh company; and if the fcttlemcnts 
there were not immediately recovered, the French upon the arrival 
of their armament would urge and alhft Su rajah Dowlah again ft 
any future attempts of the Englifh to re-eftablilh themfelves in hi a 
dominions ; hi which cafe, an expedition to recover them would re¬ 
quire a large and fpecial armament from England ; where, perhaps, 
the national exigencies in other parts of the world might not allow 
a force adequate to this fervice ; and where, at all events, the equip¬ 
ment could not be made but at a much greater expence than would 
be incurred by employing the force at this time ready on the coair 
of Coromandel. At 'the fame time the national honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of the dungeon cried aloud for 
exemplary vengeance. 

Neverthelefs there prevailed in fome of the members of the 
council a ftrong propenlity, at all events, to affift Salabadjing. The 
partisans of this opinion iniifted, “ that, as a force luffieient to en- 
“ counter the Nabob of Bengal with any probability of fuccefs, fub- 
“ flratted from Madrafs, would leave the Engliih in Coromandel to- 
“ tally incapable of refilling the French after the arrival of their ar- 
“ mament; it was more expedient to fend the 50 gun fhip of Mr. 
“ Watlbn’s fquadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 
« Nabob. If the negociation Ihould prove unfuccefsful, the fhip, 
“ with the force under Major Kilpatrick, were to make depredations 
“ and reprifals ; and, if they could, were to retake and maintain 
“ Calcutta. By this expedient, Coromandel, it was faid, would be 
“ preferved, Salabadjing might be properly fupported againft Mr. 
“ Bufly, and Mr. Watfon avoiding the encounter of the French 
“ fquadron until his own fliould be reinforced from England, might 
“ then meet them on equal terms.” Thefe arguments would have 
appeared fpecious any where but in India. They were oppofed by 
one of the members of the council, who, having refided nine years 
in the company’s fervice at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and infb- 
lence of the Moorifh government in Bengal, believed that nothing but 
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vigorous hofHlities would induce the Nabob to mate peace or repara¬ 
tion, and confldered the force propofed as unequal even to the relating 
of Calcutta: he therefore infifted “ that it ought to be fufficient to at- 
“ tack the Nabob even in his capital of Muxadavad; at lead, a 
“ battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“ trail ported, not lefs than 1500 : that as the fquadron, if divided, 
“ would be of little fervice any where, the whole fhould proceed 
“ to Bengal; that fuch an armament would foon decide the con- 
“ teft; that after peace was made, the fquadron, with a large part 
“ of the troops, might return to the coaft, and arrive iu the month 
“ of April; before which time, the nature of the Monfbons ren- 

dered it improbable that the French armament, fince it had not 
“ yet appeared, would be able to make their paffiige to the coaft. 
“ In the mean time the detachment fent to the relief of Mr. 
“ Bully liad deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 
•« means of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the 
« force of Madrafs could not ealily fruftrate.” This opinion, after 
many and repeated objections, became at lad the unanimous fenfe 
of the council. 

This refolution. was communicated to Admiral Watfon, who, 
after confulting his council of war, contented to it. Some difficul¬ 
ties arofe about the difpofition of the captures which might be 
made by the fquadron; but this was foon adjufted by an agree¬ 
ment, that whatfbever property fhould be taken which had be¬ 
longed either to the company, or to Englifh individuals, or even to 
natives, who were tenants of the company when the Nabob com¬ 
menced hoflilities, fhould be reftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever fhould be taken which had never 
belonged either to the company, or to fuch as were under thcji; 
protection, fhould become without participation or referve the pro¬ 
perty of the fquadron. 

But other points of equal moment to the fuccefs of the expedition 
dill remained to he decided; and, indeed, by having been mingled 
without diflinCtion with the more general queftions, they had helped 
not a little to. perplex and protraCt the deliberations of the council. 
Thefe points were: W ho fhould command the land forces ? 'W hat 
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1756. fnoirld be the extent of his authority in military operations, and 
—* in negotiatiohs with the Nabob ? In what dependance or relation 
he ought to Hand to the late governor and council of Calcutta ? 
How far their authority as a prefidency ought to be maintained or 
impaired ? 

Each of the remaining council of Bengal had written feparate 
letters to the prefidency of Madrafs, in which fuch rriifdemeanours 
.and mifeonduft were reciprocally imputed to all the others, that, 
if no allowance had been made for the prejudices of exafperated ad- 
verfity, it would have been abfurd to intruft the re-eftablifhment 
of the company’s affairs to thofe, who, by their own accounts, had 
ruined them; and, indeed, enough of the caufes and prog refs of 
the calamities in Bengal were not at this time fufficiently developed, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta from much blame. The 
difficulty of deciding concerning their authority fuggefted to Mr. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madrafs, a defire to go himlelf to Bengal 
as commander of the army, and with full powers, as the compa¬ 
ny’s reprefentative in all other affairs : but he wanted military ex¬ 
perience, nor had the council authority to give fo extenfive a com- 
miffibn to any individual. Colonel Adlercron then claimed the 
military command, offering to go with his whole regiment; but he 
wanted experience in the irregular warfare of India, and his powers 
were independent of the company’s agents. The climate of Bengal 
was fb adverfe to an afthmatic diforder, with which Colonel Law¬ 
rence was affiifted, that it was thought he would be difabled, from 
that in cedant activity requifite to the fuccefs of this expedition, of 
which the termination was limited to a certain time. Colonel Clive 
was therefore chofen to command the troops, To allure the exertion 
of the moft vigorous hoflilities until peace was made, and then the 
return of the troops in April, it was refblved to inveil; him with 
independent power in all military matters and operations, and in 
confequetide to furnifh him with money, and empower him to draw 
hills. It was, however, refolved to acknowledge Mr. Drake and 
the former members of the council, as a prefidency, with full 
powers in commercial and civil affairs, and to remit them likewife 
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a large fum of money. Mr. Manningham, who had been lent from 
Fulta as their reprefen tative, objected ftrongly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating from the authority of that prefidency, and 
contrary to the inftitutions of the company. Two months palled in 
debates, before thefe final refolutions were taken, and then the em¬ 
barkation began. The Hoop of war belonging to the fquadron had 
been difpatched lome time before, to inform the Englilh at Fulta 
of the intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the river 
in delpair of affrftance. 

The fquadron confified of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70, 
-Tyger of 60, Saliibury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a fire- 
Ihip ; to which were added, as tranlports, three of the company’s 
Ihips, and two fmaller veflels. On board of this fleet were embarked 
goo Europoans and 1500 Sepoys ; 250 of the Europeans were of 
A dlercron’s regiment; the reft, the beft men of the company’s troops. 
It was relolved to fend more Sepoys as conveyances fliould offer. 
Admiral Watfon hoifted his flag in the Kent; and Admiral Pocock 
in the Cumberland. Colonel Clive embarked in the Kent; he car¬ 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Decan, and 
Mahomedally Nabob of Arcot, as well as from Mr. Pigot, exhort¬ 
ing Surajah Dowlah, to make immediate reparation for the injuries, 
and calamities which the Englilh had fullered from his unprovoked 
relentment. The in ft ruCtions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itlelf, if the Nabob continued obftinate ; and the cap¬ 
ture of the French fettlement at Chandernagore, if the news of a 
war with France ftiould arrive whilft the troops remained in Bengal. 
The fleet fet fail on the 16th of October, and were out of fight the 
next day. 

This effort to recover the fcttlements in Bengal left the forces 
of Madrals too much diminifhed to detach to fuch a diftance as 
Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to afiift Salabadjing effectu¬ 
ally again ft the French army with Mr. Bully ; and as a few would 
be of no fervice, and might be loft, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French army were maintaining their ground 
in Charmaul. 
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On the fame evening that they took pofieffion of this poft, detach¬ 
ments were Rationed in two others ; the one was a large habitation 
called Gaucbmaul , {landing in a fpacious and walled encloiure, almoft 
oppofite to Charmaul, about 400 yards on the other fide of the 
river Mouffi ; in this poll were lodged 300 Sepoys. The other 
was an edifice called Daudmul, built on a riling ground very near 
the weftern fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was an 
ancient and very lingular ftruaure, confifting of two {lories of arched 
mafonry, each' ftory diipofed in feveral ranges of arches, and the 
upper covered by a terrais ftrong enough to endure the fervice of 
cannon. Four twelve pounders were mounted on this teirals, and 
the adjoining {beets and avenues were barricaded : the guard here, 
befides the artillery men, was 500 Sepoys, with feveral European 
officers of experience. 

On the 6th of July, the day after the army entered Charmaul, 
1000 Sepoys, with all the European cavalry and fix field pieces, 
went out in the evening with intention to beat up the Morratoes 
in their camp, which continued in its firll fituation, about {even 
miles to the weft; but they had taken the alarm, and abandoned 
the camp before the detachment anived.’ The next night another 
detachment with more fuccefs beat up one of their parties in a gar¬ 
den on the eaftern fide of the town. The French troops now took 
pofieffion of all the magazines iii the city which belonged to the go¬ 
vernment, and likewife carried away all the cannon which were 
mounted on the walls, not that they wanted artillery, but in order 
to withdraw them from the enemy. The interval between the 
ranges of building and the tank in Charmaul was planted with rows 
of palmira and coco-nut trees ; which were now cut down, arid 
with them and other materials, fcafFolds were ere&ed againft various 
parts of the walls, to ferve as ftations for muiketry. 

On the 8th, another detachment with fix field-pieces marched out 
in open day, and cannonaded the whole body of Morratoes, which 
hovered around for fome time, until fome of their hories were killed. 
In the evening, the Morratoes quitted their former ground, and en- 
3 camped 
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camped within three miles of the city under the rock and foitreis of * 7 5 ^’ 
Golcondah, probably with an idea of protection from the guns el the v J ' 
fortrefs; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 
horfe, encamped with them at the bank oi the river about halt vwy 
between Golcondah and the city, where they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 Sepoys with the hufTars. Ihey 
fled, leaving many of their horfes picqueted in tire camp, and even 
the military drums and cymbals of their commander . but the I rcncli 
detachment did not lofe a man. 

The rainy weather prevented any more Tallies for feveral days : 
mean while the numbers of the enemy in created greatly. The 
Phoufdars, or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and Condanore, came each with 3000 Pitans well mounted : other 
chiefs of the fame rank, and others of inferior, as well Mahornedan 
as Indian, brought their troops : for every tributary and dependant 
in the vaft viceroyalty of the Decan had been fummoned. But fe¬ 
veral of thefe chiefs,'efpecially Kanoul, privately aflured Mr. Bufly 
they did not intend to aft effbaually againft him. 

On the 10th arrived Jaffier Ally Klvan, much exafpeiated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfe, 3000 foot, and the firft di- 
vilion of artillery, confifting of 20 pieces of camion. 1 he mam 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaz Khan re 
mained, moving only four miles a day, was ftill at a coufiderable 
diftapee. Jaffier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was refolved to ftreighten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 
begin by taking poflefiion of the moft advantageous pofts in the city 

itielf. .. , 

Mr. Bufly received immediate intelligence of this council; he 

had hitherto refrained from dirtreflmg the inhabitants ; but now, in 
order to deter the enemy from eftabliffiing themfclves in the city 
he ported a detachment at an edifice ftanding in the high rtreet, anc 
called Charminarets, or the four towers; it was a fquare piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet, high, with balconies at 

the top from which the Mahornedan prieft calls the people to 
v N 2 prayers; 
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prayers; fome inifcbief might be done with mulketry from thefe 
balconies, and the loop-holes, which gave light to the winding flairs ; 
but there were no means of employing artillery in the tops, for they 
were vaulted ; nor within, for there were neither floors or landing- 
places ; neverthelefs feveral fmall pieces of cannon were pointed out 
of the loop-holes, from a conviflion that the enemy would not im¬ 
mediately difeern their inutility. Mr. Bufly then informed Jaffier 
Ally, that if any of his troops entered the city, he would deftroy the 
whole with fire ; and this menace flopped his intention ; lie how¬ 
ever ftationed an advanced detachment where Candagla had en¬ 
camped, which was beaten up and difperfed the next night by a party 
of 50 Europeas and 500 Sepoys. The rains immediately after, fall¬ 
ing again heavier, and lafting longer than before, hindered all en- 
terprizes in the field for a fortnight. 

Some months before Mr. Bufly had commiflioned the French 
agents at Surat to levy a body either of Abyflinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to difoipline 
as the choiceft of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been colledted, and 
were on their march, when Mr. Bufly arrived at Hydrabad, and the 
enemy hearing of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
his 3000 Morratoes to intercept them. The Morratoes met them 
on the road fome miles on this fide of Aurungabad, and harrafled 
them continually for three days ; during which they killed fifty ; 
one hundred and fifty difperfed, and the remaining four hundred, 
worn out with fatigue, furrendered : Janogee returned with his pri¬ 
soners to the camp, and confined them in the fort refs of Golcondah, 
but treated them well. 

The weather having cleared on the 26th, a detachment with 
three field-pieces marched in the evening, and at midnight attacked 
rhat part of the enemy’s camp, where they kept their artillery; the 
multitude of bullocks in this quarter, feared by the firing, encreafed 
the confufion of the troops: the fort of Golcondah took the alarm 
and fired all its cannon at random; but two of the French field- 
pieces breaking down, flopped the detachment from purfliing their 

- fuccels. 



Book VI. The Decan.. _ 

fuccefs, and they returned, having fpiked up only three of the guns 
in the enemy’s camp. 

The next day came up 4000 Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
zafabeg. This man commanded the Sepoys of the detachment with 
which Mr. Bufly firft marched into the Decan in 1751. The next 
year he left Mr. Bufly when at Beder, and, raffing a body of 
Sepoys on his own account, took fervice with Balageroiv, whom lie 
left when before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to the 
Myforeans; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, and was 
in this place when inverted in the beginning of the prelent year 
by Salabadjing and Balagerow. Having during' his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of moft of their officers 
by largefles and other compliances, he had ever fmee continued a 
correfpondence amongft them, whenever they were in the field, 
in conjun£tion with, or near, the armies in which he was ferving, 
as Mr. Bufly had experienced in the campaigns of Myfore and 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was 
fuppofed to have acquired whilft in. the French fervice, induced 
Shanavaze K.han to hire him, as loon as it was known that x\Ti. 
Bufly had determined to make a ftaml at Hydrabad. Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced marches before the main body, and 
fent his emiflaries forward : and on the very day of his arrival at 
Hydrabad, a whole company of French Sepoys, who went out into 
the plain under pretence of exercifing, marched away, their firelocks- 
Ihouldered, and joined him at Golcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved from hence with twenty 
pieces of cannon under lus direction, and at noon appealed to the 
weftward within a mile of Charmaul. The infantry and artilleiy; 
took poflelrton of all the eminences ; and the cavalry drew up in the 
intervals, where the ground was plain. Immediately 250 of the 
French battalion and 1000 Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, marched out 
to try them, whilft the reft remained in their pofts ready to aft as 
occafion fhould require ; and two pieces of cannon were mounted on 
the tower in the n. w. angle of Charmaul, which commanded a 
view of the field. The detachment defpifed the enemy fo much, that. 
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they ventured to Separate into three divifions, and each with two ot 
the field-pieces advanced againft different bodies of infantry, at a con- 
flderable diftance from each other. The cavalry every where flung 
themfelves between, and continually furrounded the three divifions, 
whole deftrufition to a ftranger would have deemed inevitable ; and 
indeed nothing but the firm reliance on the general dikipline could 
have warranted the hazard, or have lurmounted the danger ; but 
with this advantage and the dexterity of the field-pieces, each di- 
viliori either fufficed to its own defence, or, when pieflcd, lcceived 
affiftance from one of the others. In the different evolutions the 
enemy’s cavalry were often within reach or the two guns at t.hai- 
iliaul, of which even the random fhot did execution, whilft the ene¬ 
my’s cannon were fired, although continually, with very little el- 
feet. Their infantry did nothing but fhift from fafe ground to 
fafer, and fire with fear. In this variety of fights the engagement 
laded five hours, and did not ceafe until the fun was fet; the French 
troops fired 35000 mufket cartridges, and 900 from their field-pieces; 
125 of the enemy’s horfes were counted dead on the plain; by 
which the total of their lofs muff have been confiderable. That 
of the French was flight; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four wounded. 

Two days after, on the id of Augud, came up Salabadjing him- 
felf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately 
held, in which Murzafiir Khan propnfed a general afiault on Char- 
maul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated to Mr. 
Bully, who immediately demolidied leveral of the adjacent houfes ; 
but the attack was not made. The intrigues of Murzafar Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and thegreated part of 
them had promifed him to defert with their arms, the fird time they 
fhould he led into the field : their correlpondence was dilcovered; 
and determined Mr. Budy to make no more fallies. 

By this time reinforcements were approaching. Mr. Moracin, the 
French chief of Malulipatam, on the fird advices of the rupture at 
Sanore, had collected 160 Europeans and 700 Sepoys, which, with 
five field pieces, marched in the middle of July, under the command 

of 
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of Mr. Law, the lame officer who capitulated at Seri ogham in 175a; 
but when arrived atBezoara, about 40 miles inland, exceflive rains de¬ 
tained them here feveral days. In the interval the Favorite arrived 
at Mafulipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of which, all in 
condition, marched immediately ; but were lo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the Kriftna, that they did not arrive 
at Bezoara until the 3d of Auguft, when the whole, now 480 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 1100 fepoys, and n field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived on 
the iotli within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. 

The miniftry of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinforce¬ 
ment : all the Morratoes, 12000, other firialler bodies amounting to 
4000, in all 16000 cavalry, with infantry of various denominations 
and commands, to the number of 10,000, were ordered on this fer- 
vice. Mr. Bully, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was perfonally acquainted with all the commanders* 
had been of ufe to feveral of them, and had lately received fome 
marks of good.will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded 
6000 of the Morratoes. He therefore propofed a conference, which 
was accepted by feveral of thefe chiefs, who repaired in the night to a 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gauchmaul, where he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting pofitive knowledge of 
what palled in this interview, we conjecture that he wrought upon 
them by promifes of greater advantages,^ he Ihould be reilored to 
his former influence in the government of Salabadjing, than they 
could expea, either from the gratitude of Shanavaze Khan, or the 
friendlhip of the Englilh, who, it was believed, were to take the 
place of the French, in the army and councils of the Decan. They 
nromifed not to ad agamlt the reinforcement with any efficacy, and 
oMy as much as might be neceflhry to fave appearances, confirmed 
thefe "afluranees by their oaths, and gave Mr. Bully the dillinaions 
and colours of their rcfpeaive banners, of which he immediately 
difpatched information to Mr. Law, as enfigns from which he 
would have nothing to fear. 

The reinforcement continued their march on the litta, and had 
now to pafs a traCt of mountainous country covered with rocks and. 
r • thick. 
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thick woods, which they entered, marching in a file of four a breath 
The advanced guard were 400 fepoys, under the command of an 
officer named Mahmood Khan. After marching five hours, in which 
they had only advanced nine miles, fome parties of the enemy were 
defcried forward in the road ; on which Mahmood Khan, as if im¬ 
patient to attack them, quickened the pace of the Sepoys. The cap¬ 
tain of the grenadiers, whofe company followed next in the line, 
fent orders to him to halt, which he difregarded ; and as foon as 
the Sepoys were out of fight, fome irregular firing was heard : foon 
after came a meflenger, requeuing the grenadiers would advance 
to their afliftance, who he laid were furrounded by the enemy; but 
the captain having fufpicions lent forward fcouts, who difcovered 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with thole of the enemy. 
This treachery was effefted by the intrigues of Murza far Khan, 
who was here in perfon, and immediately began to attack the 
French line with thefe very Sepoys, and the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing’s army fent on this fervice, which was committed 
to his direction. Belides the ufual and lighter arms a part of the in¬ 
fantry weilded 2000 cay locks, a fire-arm frequently made ule of 
m Europe in the early times of gun-powder, and then called a wall- 
piece ; hut at prelent rarely ufed, excepting in Indoftan and the 
eadeimoft paits of Afia : it is a gun eight or ten feet in the barrel 
carrying a ball of one, two, or three ounces; and under the mid¬ 
dle of the barrel is fixed by a fwivel, either one iron fpike, or two 
which open crofsways, and being duck in the ground fopport the 
piece, and allure its aim : it carries far point blank, but the larger 
fizes aie lb unweildy, that two men are required to move and ma¬ 
nage them, and they can icarcely be fired quicker than a piece 
of cannon. Parties were continually detached to diflodge thefe 
cay tacks, and whatfoever other troops were annoying the line 
from the rocks and thickets on either hand. At iioon the line 
came to open ground, where they halted ; and the fall of a heavy 
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They retired to a hill half a league diftant, and took poficfiion of 
a village at the foot of it, called Gorampally, which the French 
troops marched before day-break to attack, and found all the ene¬ 
my’s cavalry in the field, by whom they were foon furrounded. 
Ramch under and Janogee, according to their promiles, a tied only 
in ftiew, which Mr. Taw admired, and could not account for, not 
having yet received the information concerning them frm Mr. Buf- 
fy; but Candagla, who had rejected his proffers, a died more effi- 
cacioufly, attacking the baggage in the rear, and difperled the whole 
train of oxen on which it was laden. The troops in the village made 
little red fiance, and the reinforcement reficd there during the re¬ 
mainder of the day. Hitherto onlyone European and three or four 
Sepoys had been killed, and twelve of both wounded, but by the 
flight of the coolies and the fearing of the oxen all their provisions 
were loft, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill fome of 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. 

At noon Mr. Taw received the letter from Mr. Bufly, with in¬ 
formation of fuch of the enemy’s banners as did not intend to act 
vigoroufly, and at {even in the evening renewed his march. The 
next ftage was Meliapore, 15 miles from Gorampally, and the 
whole way through difficult defiles. The enemy with unufual alert- 
nefs, although it was night, feat forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets ; and Mr. Law, as the ufe of the field-pieces greatly 
retarded the march, only oppoled the enemy with platoons, which 
were detached to wherefoever the fire came from. At feven in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliapore, and took poft in a ruined mud 
fort near the town. Only two men had been killed, and three 
wounded ; but all were exhaufted with fatigue, and every carriage 
wanted repair; and the next march was more difficult than any 
of the former. It was therefore refolved to remain at Meliapore un¬ 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this repole led them into 
refledtious, always dangerous when troops are in dangerous circum- 
ftances : and very foon the whole body were periuaded that they had 
done all that was pofiible, and that it now behoved the army of 
Channoul to aft likewife, and march to their relief. The officers. 
Vox.. II. O inftead 
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inftead of reprefling, caught, the defpondency, and prevailed oh Mr.. 
Law to difpatch a letter to Mi*. Bully, exprefling their doubts and 
anxiety concerning the farther progress of the reinforcement. 

In the mean time the news of Mahmood Cawn’s defection had 
been fpread with exaggeration through the main camp at Golcondah, 
and encouraged the mini Ary to fend more troops againft the rein¬ 
forcement. Mr. Bufly, to reprefs this- intention, lent in the night of 
the 12th a fhrong party, confifting entirely of Europeans, to beat up 
the advanced guards of the amp, and the attack was made with much 
fuccefs; but oil the fame night he received the letter from Mr. 
Law, which encreafed his perplexity; becaufe he could not truft 
his Sepoys in the field where their feducer Murzafacawn acted, nor 
could he without equal imprudence fend a number of Europeans fuf- 
ficient to make their way to Meliapore. Judging, however, from 
his own experience in various conjunctures, he deemed the reinforce¬ 
ment ftrong enough to accomplifh the remaining, as they had the 
preceding part of the march, provided the officers led them with in¬ 
trepidity ; and in this conviction he wrote to Mr. Law, commanding 
him, in the name of the King, to march immediately, and at all 
events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting, bkewile, that 
the miniftry of Salabadjing, if they fhould hear of the defpondency 
of the reinforcement, would make an utmoft effort in this time of 
decifion, unlefs deterred by the flrongeft apprehenfions, he the 
next day pitched his own tent, which was very con Ipicuous, and en¬ 
camped with 150 Europeans and 3.00 fepoys, on the flrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Mbuffi. The numbers were 
fludioufly magnified, and, with the prefen.ee of Mr. Bufly in the field, . 
inspired luch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his dbligns in: the 
camp at at Golcondah, that they even, recalled the detachments they 
had lent the day before. ~ 

The peremptory order from Mr. Bufly at Meliapore arrived in die 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iflued orders to 
march. The reinforcement, although they had remained four days 
and three nights at Meliapore, had not got the reft they wanted ; 
for the fort was in feveral parts open, and the enemy had har- 
1 railed 
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raffed them continually with fkirmiflies, even by night as well as 
dav. At nine at night they began their march, the preparations 
for which had been perceived, and gave the enemy time to make 
their own. The road for the fir ft four miles winded through defiles 
in the rugged rock, over which carriages could not pafs without at¬ 
tention to every turn of the wheel. Tire enemy in ilveral places 
felled the wood acrofs the road, and all their infantry were in pofi- 
feflion of the moil advantageous ftations before the -French troops en¬ 
tered the defiles; and their fire, eipecially from the cavtocks, was 
much better dire died than againil the former marches. Men began 
to fall in the firft diichargCs; no general rules of action could be ob- 
ferved; to get onward was the only principle ; it was now become 
fortunate for the French line that they had no baggage, and nothing 
to defend but themfelvesand their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defiles, was to be their belt refouree when out 
of them. A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla the 
Morattoe, followed the line into the defile, and through the night 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foon as it was light, after! with more efficacy: for, as many as the 
road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confided en¬ 
tirely of Europeans, and had two field-pieces: it was commanded 
by D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry, and next in rank to 
Mr. Law. Still repulfed, the cavalry dill renewed their onfets. 
Europeans were cut down, and Morattoes ihot at the very muzzles 
of the guns. At fun-rife the van of the line came to the iflue of 
the defile, agaihft which the enemy had planted all their cannon, 
20 pieces; behind which appeared all the cavalry which had not 
followed in the rear : hut they feemed to rely on the artillery more 
than on themfelves, which was fo ill ferved, that it neither inter¬ 
rupted the troops in iffumg out of the defile, nor afterwards from 
forming in the opening; when the field-pieces, as they came out, 
were turned to ficour the thickets behind, and foon drove away 
what parties of the enemy were foil molefting the remaining part 
of the line. WhUft the troops were forming, the enemy’s cavalry 
and cannon in the front haftened onward, to paisa fmall river called 
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Cingoram, about a mile from the thickets, and drew up on the 
other fide. The cavalry, with Candagla, followed the French troops 
as they marched towards the river; the approach to which on both 
fides was a defcent. All the field-pieces were ordered to remain 
on the hither-bank, until the reft of the troops had paffed ; and 
this fervice was likewife committed to D’Anitabure - , who judicioufly 
divided their fire againft the enemy on the other fide, and thofe in 
his rear, which kept both at a diftance, until the whole of rank and 
file had crofted and formed, and were able to defend themfelves 
againft the enemy on that fide; when the cannon were feat over 
one by one, during which the remaining continued to awe the 
enemy on the fide they flood, againft whom every piece, as foon 
as it landed on the other fide, was likewife pointed ; and parties of 
the battalion likewife waded into the ftream ready to refcue the laft 
pieces. But the cavalry had already fuffered too much at a diftance, 
to venture this nearer rifque, and all the lofs which the French line 
fuftained, after leaving the thickets until they had palled the river, 
was by the caytoclcs and other fire-arms of the enemy, fheltered. 
wherever they found fafe cover. The country forward from the 
river, although not plain, was open, and the French troops were 
animated with new alacrity by the view of the fpires of Hyderabad,, 
which now appeared in fight. The whole of the enemy’s cavalry 
moved on as they, and furrounded them on all fides, but made no 
effe&ual attacks; for thofe who were willing, were difpirited by the 
backwardnefs of the great body ofMorattoes commanded by Rum- 
chunder and Janogee Nimbulcar, who atted faintly according to 
their engagements with Mr. Bufly,. At length, at five in the after¬ 
noon, the reinforcement arrived at the town of Aydnagur, fituated 
iix miles from the river Cingoram, and the fame diftance from Hy¬ 
derabad. T. hey had been iS hours without refpite in march and 
actionduring which 2.5 Europeans, of whom two were officers,, 
were killed, and 65 wounded. The Sepoys fuffered more. The 
enemy, it was faid, loft 800 horfes and more than 2000 men : the 
French fired 40,000 mufket-cartridges, befides their field-pieces. 
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At Aydnagur they found fome fcanty proviiions, of which they 
were in much need: at nine' in the evening, Mr. Bully received 
intelligence of their arrival, and immediately detached 140 Europeans 
and 1000 Sepoys, with carriages, to bring the lick and wounded, 
and 20 mules, laden with proviiions ready drefled. He at tlie lame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the camp at Golcon- 
dah, in order to prevent them from lending any troops to interrupt 
the march of thofe proceeding to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
four in the morning without moleftation. At fix all were in march- 
again from Aydnagur, and at ten arrived at the city of Hyderabad, 
having met with no interruption, nor even feeu any of the enemy 
in the way; for they had all been recalled during the night to the 
camp at Golcondah. Mr. Bully received the reinforcement with, 
the acknowledgements due to their perleverance and valour; and 
they were Icarcelv arrived, before he received a melfenger lent on 
a dromedary by Salabadjing with propofals of peace, and ailur- 
ances that he had ordered all hoifilities to ceafe. Mr. Bully 
anlwered, that he was not averfe to a reconciliation, but that his 
reinforcement was arrived, and he feared nothing the Soubah’s army 
could do. 

The negociation neverthelels continued. Mr. Bully demanded, 
that Murzafar Khan and the late delerter Mahmood Khan Ihould-- 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without loling the confidence of the whole world, fur- 
render any per Ions whom he had received into his iervice and pay, 
but that he Ihould not impede any means that might be employed 
to make them prifoners- The conjuncture did not admit ol any 
ftipulation for the removal of the minifter Shanavaze Khan. Jaf-* 
fier Ally Khan, the old Nabob of .Rajahmundruin, came and made 
his fubmiffions to Mr. Bully, blaming himfelf much for having 
taken part with men, whole views and underftandings, he laid, he 
had now every realbn to defpile. Janogee Nimbulear delivered the 
Arabs and Abyffins he had confined in the fortrefs.of Golcondah,. 
but kept their arms. Every thing being iettled, Mahomed Hufi- 
fein, the king’s Decan, accompanied by the principal lords of the 
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court, viSited Mr. Bully in his tent on the 20th, and the fame day 
Mr. Bully proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and 1000 
Sepoys, to pay his refpe&s to Salabadjing, who received him with 
the dffiinctions of an officer in the Mogul government, fecond 
only to himfeif. The interview was courteous, and the protefta- 
tlons folemn. No hints were given of the late diiagreements, and 
future meafures were concerted with much leaning confidence. 
New patents were immediately prepared, and letters difpatched 
through all the governments of the Decan, to deftroy the impref- 
llons which had been made by thole written during the rupture. 

Thus ended this dill refs ; the greatefl: in which Mr. Bnflv had 
been involved fince his command in the Decan. Nor would his 
perleve ranee and rcfolution alone have fufficcd, without the lagaeity 
of his character, and the influence of his reputation. 

Befides the provifions which were laid in flrore, the army at Char- 
maul was conftantly fupplied with cattle for the fh ambles, and fo¬ 
rage for the horles, oxen, camels, and elephants, by bands of a 
people called Tamballis, peculiar to the Decan, who are continually 
moving up and down the country with their flocks, and contract to 
furnilh the armies in the field. The union amongft nil tliele bands 
renders each relpeftable even to the enemy of the army they are 
fupplying; but they are not permitted to deal with places beiieged ; 
nevertbelefs Mr. Bully furmounted this objection, by bribing the 
Morratoes, who, for the fake of marauding, undertook the pa- 
troles of Salabadjing’s army, to let the Lainbaliis pafs in the night, 
and it was efpecially concerted, that the convoys Ihould come in on 
the nights when the French troops made lallies on the enemy’s 
quarters. 

But money was equally neceffiuy, and the want of it had well 
nigh reduced him to quit Charmaul; for he had exhattfted the 
public, his own, and all he could borrow on his own credit, and 
had no means of raffing more, excepting by giving relcripts on the 
revenues of the four ceded provinces; but'molt of the renters and 
polygarsof thole countries were, in the prefent conjuncture, encou- 
1 aged to withhold them by the letters which they received from the 
mimftry ot Salabadjing, and ft ill more by the practices of Ibrahim 
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Cawn, the governor of Cliicacole, who, although railed by Mr. 
Bully to this poll, from the command of a company of Sepoys, 
dilavowed the French authority, and declared himfelf only fubjeet 
to Salabadjing, as foou as he heard that the French army had. 
Hopped at Hyderabad ; on the news of which, the bankers, who 
had hitherto l'upplied Mr. Bully, agreed that it was not fafe to ad¬ 
vance money on thefe reicripts, nor on any other lecurity which 
he might offer: but Yizeramrauze, the Rajah of Vizianagnr in 
Cliicacole, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered 
his agents at Golcondah to allure Mr. Bully of his fidelity and the. 
regular payment of his tributes ; and one night, when little ex¬ 
pected, and moll wanted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being 
permitted to Ipeak in private with Mr. Bully, delivered with the 
meffage of Vizeramrauze a fum of gold, as much as he could carry 
concealed under his garments. It was fufficient for the prefent 
want, and the fame man afterwards furniihed more as necellary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, Murzafer Khan and the delerter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping with their Sepoys in a 
ftrong lituation at fome diftance from Golcondah, where they relied 
on the affu ranees of protection which they, had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who held the firiF rank in his feraglio. Mr. 
Bully neverthelefs fent out parties on leveral nights to liirprize 
them, and Mahmood Khan was taken ; hut from conlideration of 
Ins former lervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 
Sepoys in general, his life was fpared. Murzafer Khan main¬ 
tained Iris ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to 
mutiny for want of pay, when fome of them proffered Mr. Bully 
to deliver him up, who lent a party to receive him but a little 
while before the party arrived, he eltaped with a few attendants, 
and went to Poni, where he entered again into the lervice of Ba- 
lagerow, by whom he was fome time after put to death, for a con- 
fpiracy. 

No other military operations happened during the reft of the 
year at Golcondah. Shanavaze Khan continued to manage the af¬ 
fairs of the government as duan.; and Mr. Bully interfered little in. 
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his purpoles, having taken the refclution to proceed, with the 
greateft part of the troops under his immediate command, to reprefs 
the infurre&ions, and regulate the government, in the ceded pro¬ 
vinces. On the 16th of November, he began his march, .with 500 
Europeans and 4000 Sepoys, leaving 100 Europeans and 1000 Se¬ 
poys with Salabadjing at Golcondah, who towards the end of the 
year prepared to proceed to Aurengabad. 

The armament to Bengal had not only deprived the prefidency of 
Madrafs of the means of diftreffing the French affairs in the Decan, 
but left them without the power of making any military efforts in 
the province of Arcot. No prefling odea lions had required the l'er- 
vice of their forces in tire field in this part of the dominions of 
their ally, the Nabob Mohamed Ally ; but the confufions which had 
induced the prefidency to fend Mohamed Iffoof into the MadVra 
and Tinivelly countries had not fubfided, when his million itlelf 
produced new difturbances. 

This officer with Maphuze Khan, and their refpective troops, re¬ 
mained at Chevelpetore during the months of June and July, and 
all the adjoining Polygars had either made their fubmillions, or 
feemed willing to be quiet. He then requeued Maphuze Khan to 
march out of the country, and proceed with his troops to Arcot, 
according to the injunftions of his brother the Nabob, who would 
be ready to fettle accounts with him, and pay what arrears might 
be due to his fbldiery. Maphuze Khan acquiefced without objec¬ 
tion, and Mahomed Iffoof lent with his camp the 18 pounder he 
had brought from Tritchinopoly, that it might be depofited in 
Madura, becaufe it encumbered his march up and down the country; 
and a company of Sepoys went to take care of the 18 pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fix companies to garrifon Chevelpetore, 
and guard the adjacent country ; anti with the reft, about 2000, in 
which were included thofe levied by the Nabob and fent to Ma¬ 
phuze Khan, he proceeded from Chevelpetore on the ift of Auguft, 
and on the 1 otli arrived at the town of Tinivelly. 

By this time the prefidency of Madrafs had made arrangements for 
■the management of thefe.countries, and concluded an agreement with 

Mood ilee. 







iKnilitmlli 


Mi ihii.i »i 




t.iirrfM V 


Irmtlift' 






/uj -»rtntjrf * 




r i < jjuii L 




qyiwjw 


(t'JhfHMr 


urajwtdtai 


tK 






i Uiimhi V 


TtvaU*t 


NftiifcrMwi 




flj {mlii n»h 


(uUAttm 


> L'l ulunl jJ l-p® 






Itihimimf** 




Miftftr 


finfttvf. 


fUfUHVY* 


Wtttttfiifry 


Mtffir/itfirtfjti iWiftt'i*' 


|| Jlrir^i ^ 
» lluiM ifjJtHuh 

I K|||.4 I |M Uj 1< 


l VrH iWl** 




thrfltifnnui 


Njtiunttjli 


SI, i uWltplr 




L*V*i ^ Atf T UUlii< 


11 CJWIU^ 


iW h'(jUu'r» E£ 


IliUHKIIlH 




TtXtVHULY 




The CO 

O tt 0 


in 


























































































































































Book VI. Madura and Tinivelly. 

Moodilee, the native of Tinivelly, who came to Madraf's on this 
■purpole in the month of April. The fcuthern and more fertile dif- 
f riels, which in former times belonged to the kingdom of Madura, 
had by various alterations and appropriations been annexed to the 
government, and intermingled with die rent-rolls, of Tinivelly; 
and the greater Moravar, during- the confufions which prevailed fince 
the year 1750, had made encroachments on the weft : fo that what 
remained at this time under the ancient denomination of Madura, 
and under the immediate jurifdiction of the city, did not extend in 
.any direction above 40 miles, and, in mod:, much lefs; which, 
being commanded on the weft and north by mountains and Poly- 
gars, and bound on the eaft by the woods of Moravar, was in every 
part expofed to depredations from the wild inhabitants of the neigh¬ 
bourhood. The land of the territory is likewiie in many parts in- 
.cumbered with plots of rock, and, where free, the foil, except in 
a few diftridts to the fouth, is of laborious and expenfive cultivation. 
I 1 'rom thefe detriments and defedts, the annual revenue of the whole 
■territory feldom exceeds 120,000 rupees; at the fame time that the 
maintenance of the city, its garrifon, and other military pofts in the 
country, raifo the expences to triple this fum. On the other hand, 
the country now rated under Tinivelly is of much greater extent 
and fertility, commonly yielding a revenue from 11 to 1,200,000 
rupees a year; but fhould Madura and its diftridts be in the hands of 
an enemy, the country of Tinivelly would be conftantly expofod to 
the moft ruinous attacks, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinopoly; which renders it neceflary to maintain the one at a cer¬ 
tain lofs, as the only means of fecuring the advantages which may 
be derived from the other. The family of Moodilee, having for 
100 years been employed in farming diftridts in both countries, 
had, in this long courfe of time, rented every part, and knew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refufed to undertake the dif¬ 
tridts of Madura, but offered to rent the country of Tinivelly for 
three years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
.expences, to be paid at three periods in each year: for which pur- 
pofe he was to be inverted with the ufual authorities of jurifdidtions, 
Vo l. II. P civil 
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civil and criminal: he obliged himfelf to maintain not Ids tlian 
1000 of the company’s Sepoys, under the command of fuch offi¬ 
cers as the prefideney fhould appoint; and engaged to produce, 
within three months from the contract, the fecurity of fubftantial 
firafs, or money-changers, for the regular payment of the ftipulated 
funis. The agreement was concluded in the beginning of July ; 
immediately on which Moodilee appointed agents, and fent orders to 
place flags with the company’s colours, in the cultivated lands ; and 
loon after proceeded himfelf to adminiftcr his office in perfon. 

Mahomed Ifloof, on his arrival at Tinivelly, found that the agents 
•of Moodilee had, in the beginning of their occupations, been over¬ 
ruled and infulted by Meir Jaffier, who had hitherto managed the 
country for Maphuze Cawn. The difpute indeed had ceafed, but 
the grudge ftill remained: and to prevent any farther effeCts, Ma¬ 
homed Iffoof. ordered Meir Jaffier to depart immediately to Madura, 
but permitted him to take three field-pieces which belonged to him, 
and whatfoever retinue he chofe : he at the fame time detached five 
companies of Sepoys to reinforce the garrilon of Madura, and or¬ 
dered them to proteCt and watch Meir Jaffier and his people on the 
road. They had not proceeded two days, when unexpected intelli¬ 
gence flopped their march. 

On the arrival of Maphuze Cawn from Chevelpetore, all the 
cavalry in his fervice were aflembled in the city of Madura; their 
number was 2000, all of good quality, for he had difbanded the 
lefs effectual. The day after his arrival, the Jemautdars in a body 
furrounded his houfe, and declared that he lhould not move out 
of it, until their arrears were paid, which, by their own account, 
amounted to 700,000 rupees. They were headed by the governor 
Danifhmend Cawn, who from this time was better known in the 
country by the name of Berkatoolah, although not the fame officer 
who defended Trinomalee in 1753. The company’s Sepoys in the 
garrifon wondered at thefc proceedings, difcourfed of them, and ful- 
peCted that the tumult was concerted, as a pretence to keep pofleffion 
of the city; for Maphuze Cawn might have been flopped any where 
elfe, as well as atMadura: their opinions being known, and their fidelity 
2 unfhaken. 
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unlhaken, the Jemautdars of the cavalry feized the commanders of the 
three companies, and having confined them, diiarmed the common 
men, and turned them out of the town ; but the next day releafed the 
officers, on recollection that no advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing in the city, learn what 
it was not withed they fhould know. As loon as they were gone, the 
brother of Myana came into the city from the woods of Nattam with 
2000 colleries, a confiderable Hock of provifions, and fome money; 
in return for which ferviee, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tirambore and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had fome 
troops. The fuddennefs and facility with which tlieie operations 
palled, fufficiently fliewed that meafures had been previoully con¬ 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The pofleflion of Ma¬ 
dura, 'the principal objeft of the confpiracy, being fecured, it was 
not thought neceffary to difiemble any longer. Invitations were 
fent to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent, 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government : 
and parties fent into the neighbouring dill rids pulled and tore down 
with derifion the Company’s flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Modi lee, according to the- cullom of the country, on the 
lands appropriated to cultivation. 

The Sepoys which had been turned out of Madura, lent mef- 
fengers with an account of what hapened to Mahomed Ifloof, who 
had not entertained a furmife, when he received intelligence, of 
the revolt. He inftantly difpatched orders to the detachment march¬ 
ing to Madura, to halt, which they had already done; and to leize 
Meir Jaffier and his effe£ts. He appointed Jemaul Saheb to remain 
with iooo Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfelf with the rdf, 
about 700, joined on the road the detachment he had fent forward, 
which the Sepoys coming from Madura had joined before. On the 
1 oth of Augull he encamped at Secunder-maly, a lfrong poll three 
miles to the fouth of Madura : his whole force confilfed of 1 roo 
Sepoys and fix field-pieces; but, not having a piece of battering can¬ 
non fince he had deprived himfelf of the 1S pounder, he wifely 
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judged that it would be deftru&ion to no purpofe to have attempted* 
an efealade againft fuch fuperior numbers as were in the city ; for 
even the colleries fight well behind walls. The day after his arrival 
feme cavalry advanced near his poft; but were driven back by a few 
difeharges from the field-pieces,, with the lofs of two men. Skir- 
mifhes of this kind paffed every day after, and omfome without any 
lofs on either fide. On the 13th of September the renter Modilee- 
arrived in the camp, with- two companies of Sepoys, which had 
efcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two. 
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towards 

Tinivelly. . 

The Pulitaver, Catabominaigue,. and the other Polygars of Tini¬ 
velly, took time to confider how they fhould aft in conference of 
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there,, not finding them- 
fb ready to join as they had expected, began to think of preferving- 
openings to a reconciliation with the piefidency. Accoidmgly 
they wrote letters- apologizing for the revolt, and aferibed it intirely 
to their necellities for want of pay and lowered their demands to 
400,000 rupees. All the force which could- be fpared from the imme¬ 
diate ferviceof the Carnatic being at this time required for the reco¬ 
very of the Company’s fettlements in Bengal, the prefidency em¬ 
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to treat with the. 
femautdars, or to employ fuch other means as he fhould judge ex¬ 
pedient to-recover Madura. On this authority Captain Calliaud lent.- 
his interpreter from Trichinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the 
very firft conference, unable to-, keep his temper,, avowed that he 
thought himfelf very ill. ufed- by the appointment of another renter, 
and that, he would never give up Madura, until the Tinivelly coun¬ 
tries were granted to him on the fame terms as they had been let 
to Moodilee, The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation 
with him, tried with the. Jemautdars, offering to pay 50„oeo rupees 
immediately, although he had brought no money, and 150,000 
more after they fhould have evacuated the city. The Jemautdars 
agreed to thefe terms and went to Mahomed Ifloof’s camp in order 
to,obtain, his confirmation,, who not thinking himfelf fufficiently 
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authorized, advifed them to wait, without departing from the agree¬ 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain Calliaud ; to which they 
confented. Captain Calliand approved of the terms-, but added as an 
indifpenfibie condition that Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah Ihould 
be delivered up with the city. To this likewife the Jemautdars 
feemed to have no objection ; on which orders were difpatched to 
Moodilee to fend money and hills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tinivelly.- Thefe various negotiations and cor- 
refpondences employed 30 days, during which feveral events hap¬ 
pened which contributed to change the hate of affairs*, 

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun¬ 
tries had formed connexions with molt of the Polygars dependant 
on Tinivelly, more efpecxally with thePulitaver and Catabominaigue; 
and' on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others feat their agents ; all came, as 
ulual, with confiderable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude,, 
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on the 27th of September; 
and proclaimed his commiffion. But the Colleries of the Polygars* 
whom no confideration can reftrain from thieving, committed night 
robbcncs in the town and r adjacent villages* Seveial of them were 
taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys; on which others 
Bole the effeXs of the Sepoys themfelves, who, irritated as much by 
the infult as the lofs, transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be- 
caufe he fuffered the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued 
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan- 
core renewed their incurhons into the diftnXs about Calacad, and 
Nabey Cawn Catteck, who had concealed hiinfelf ever fince the de¬ 
feat in which; Moodemiah: was killed, now appeared- again, made 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which, were accepted 
and having enlifted. 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had 
difbanded, kept traverfing the country between Madura and Tinivelly. 
Thefe difturbances, and- the difiention between the renter Moodilee 
and the Company’s Sepoys, had already deterred the bankers from 
furn idling him with the fums neceflary for the commencement of 
his own bufinefs, at. the time that he was called upon to fiipply 
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j 756, the money for the payment of the Jemautdars at Madura. All he 
“ —v * could difpatch immediately was 20,000 rupees, which flopped on the 

road from an apprehenfion of being intercepted by Nabey Cawn 
Catteck ; and it was lome days before lie could obtain authentic 
bills of exchange for the amount required. 

Mean while the Jemautdars having- the power in themfelves, had 
taken no pains to conceal their negotiation from Maphuze Cawn and 
Berkatoolah, who, having no other means to overfet it, employed in¬ 
trigue. There was, among the Jemautdars, one named Seer Cawn, 
a man of art and fpirit, attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto 
gone with the reft, with the view alone of leading them back, when- 
fbever the opportunity fhould offer. No money coming on feveral 
days in which it was expected. Seer Cawn fuggefled to his comrades, 
that the interpreter had amufed them with the negotiation in order 
to cover fome other defign, perhaps the furprize of the city, by 
Mahomed Iffoof’s troops at Secunder Maly; and advifed them to 
think of a reconciliation with their friends rather than trufl any 
further to thofe whofe views they did not know. Maphuze Cawn 
and Berkatoolah improved the effects of thefe fuggeftions by lavifh 
promifes, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation 
500 horfe marched to join thofe with Nabey Cawn Catteck. 

Notwithftanding this change, the interpreter Bill remained in the 
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which Captain Cal- 
liaud refolved to go to Nattam himfelf, to be nearer at hand to give 
the. neeeflary mrtrudions; and, warned by the late difappointment, 
he took with him from Tritchinopoly an agent belonging to the 
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal fir off or banker in the Decan, 
whofe word was every where efleemed as ready money. Arriving 
at Nattam on the 25th of Odober, he was met there by the inter¬ 
preter and an officer lately fent by the Nabob from Arcot to treat 
with the Jemautdars. The officer reprefented that neither Maphuze 
awn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation 
but infilled that the prefidency fhould give their guarantee for the 
terms, fince neither of them would trufl; the Nabob : that Berka- 
: loolah, who was rich, required only protedion for hisperfon, family, 
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and effects ; but Maphuze Cawn, a provision adequate to his rank. 
On tliis information Calliaud ordered the interpreter to renew the 
propofal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infilled that Maphuze Cawn 
Ihould immediately accompany him to Tritchinopoly. Both feemed 
fatisfied, and Maphuze Cawn made j)reparations as if he intended to 
proceed to Nattam the next day; but this day brought on the change 
of the monfoon, with fuch fevere and tempeftuous weather, that 
nothing could dir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no Ihelter againlf 
the iky, and the rains-holding without intermiflion. Captain Cal¬ 
liaud apprehenfive that the roads might become impalpable, and keep 
him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon, 
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 30th, 
where a day or two after came the interpreter, the Nabob’s officer, 
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de¬ 
mands. He requeued to be placed in the government of diftri&s, 
any where in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 200,000 
rupees a year for his own maintenance ; and alledging that he had 
been obliged to fell every thing he had, to fatisfy in part the demands 
of his troops, he aiked, but without infilling, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnilh himfelf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmifled 
the Jemautdar with affiirances, that thele terms Ihould be complied 
with, and let out himfelf for Madrafs, in order to obtain the con¬ 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general Hate 
of affairs in the louthern countries. 

At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of 
the Englilh force in the Carnatic, and intelligence of the declaration 
of war with France increafed the necelfity of every caution : in con- ■ 
fequence of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour¬ 
ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 
his garrifon without their exprefs permiffion ; on which he imme¬ 
diately returned to Tritchinopoly. 

Mean while, the diffention between the Company’s Sepoys and 
their renter at Tinivelly had encreafed, and had produced evil con- 
fequences. Moodilee by his contraft was only obliged to furnilh the 
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pay of the Sepoys employed ’by himfelf; but Mahomed Iffoof by a 
wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilee was obliged to main¬ 
tain the whole number wherefbever employed; and moreover to dif- 
charge the arrears of their pay, of which two months were due on 
his arrival in the country. In confequence of this miftake, Jemaul- 
fahab, who commanded the Sepoys in Tinivelly, demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilee’s refuiing to pay it, confined him under a 
guard for feveral days; during which he ordered the Pulitaver and 
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threats of fevere pu- 
nifhent if they remained any longer. They departed immediately ; 
but inftead of returning to their homes, the Pulitaver went toNabey 
Cawn Catteck and offered him his afiifiance, both in men and money; 
and by their united reprelentations, Catabominaigue was induced to 
join their league. At the fame time the troops of Travancore kept 
their ground, and continued their depredations in the d iff rifts de¬ 
pendant on Calacad. The hopes of the advantages which might 
be derived from thefe confufions, were much more agreeable to the 
difpoiition of Berkatoolah, than the luccefs of his negotiation with 
the Englifh, by which he was to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as foon as 
the ground was fufficiently dry, to march, lie went from the city, 
and put himfelf at the head of the 500 horfe, which had gone out 
before, and were now joined to thofe of Nabey Cawn Catteck, and 
'the troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 10,000 
•men, of which 1000 were horfe. They were affembled about 40 
miles to the fouth of Madura, and inftead of proceeding direftly to 
the fouth, in the open country, ftruck to the eaft into the diftri&s 
of Catabominaigue, a part of whofe woods extend within a few 
miles of the town of Tinivelly. Iffuing from thence at night before 
their approach was known, they entered the town at day-break 
by feveral avenues, which were weakly guarded: for Moodilee a few 
days before had marched with the greateft part of the Sepoys and his 
other force, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft, in order to pro¬ 
tea the diftnas of Alwar Tinivelly, again ft which he had been led 
-to believe the enemy defigned to bend their attack. The enemy re¬ 
mained 
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mained two days in Tiniveily, plundered much, but committed no 
cruelties ; and during this delay, Moodilee regained the fort of Pa- 
lamcolah, which Hands on the other fide of the river about three 
miles from the town. The fort is fpacious, but the ramparts were 
in ruins, neverthelefs capable of refilling an enemy, which had 
no battering cannon. Matchlocks and mulketry were fired without 
any mifchief for two days, during which the cavalry ravaged the 
country round. Mahomed Ifl’oof, who Hill continued at Secunder- 
maly, before Madura, received no certain intelligence of the enemy’s 
defign until four days after they were in motion; he immediately 
ftruck his camp and proceeded towards Tiniveily, and they hearing 
of his approach collected all their parties and advanced to give him 
battle. The two armies met on the ill of December at Gangadoram, 
about twenty miles north of Tiniveily. The inferiority of numbers 
was much more than compen fated by fuperior fkill; the Company’s 
Sepoys faced the enemy on every fide with advantage of fituation and 
difcipline, and the field-pieces were fired with much execution 
againft the cavalry, whofe fortunes depending on the prefervation of 
their horfes, they quitted the contefl and the field. The next day Ma¬ 
homed Ifioof proceeded to Tiniveily, and from thence marched into 
the delblated didrifts, in order to give heart to the inhabitants, and 
recall them to their occupations. The Polygars returned to their 
woods, and Berkatoolah with his cavalry to Madura ; but .Nabey 
Cawn Catteck went to Chevelpetore, and not having means to attack 
the fort, in which were feme Sepoys, attempted to efealade the 
pagoda in the town ; dn which one of the Bramins went to the top 
of the high tower over the gateway, and after a Ihort but loud prayer 
of execration, threw himlelf headlong to the pavement, which 
dallied out his brains ; the enemy, although Mahomcdans, were lb 
much afraid of incurring the general deteftation of the country, if 
their attempts againft the pagoda fhould incite any more a£ts of fuch 
enthufiaftk devotion, that they immediately retreated out of the town. 

Whilft Captain Calliaud was in expectation of a conclufive anfwer 
from Maphuze Cawn’s agent, he received intelligence of the new 
confederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolah’s departure 
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from Madura to partake in their hoftilities : neverthelefs, fome hopes 
of reconciliation ftill remained j for fome of the Jemautdars, although 
the lefler number, were averfe to the turbulent proceedings of the 
others, and wifhed an accommodation on the terms which had 
once been fo nearly concluded: he therefore determined to make 
another trial, and font Mr. William Rumbold, a lieutenant of his 
garrifon, who talked the languages of the country, together with 
the interpreter, to renew the negotiation. They were efcorted by a 
company of Sepoys, and arrived at Madura on the third of Decem¬ 
ber, and on the next day came into the town Berkatoolah, with Inis 
cavalry, which had been beaten by Mahomed Iflbof. 

Maphuze Cawn received Mr. Rumbold with much civility, and 
in a private conference acknowledged his errors, apologized for his 
conduit, and promifod to accompany him to Tritchinopoly; but 
neither of them fufpeited that a perfon had been placed behind a 
curtain to liften to their conversation. About an hour after the 
vilit, the Jemautdar Seer Cawn, with a body of liorfo, befot Ma— 
phuze Cawn s houle, and made him a pnfoner j and after a naeflage, 
which was not complied with, font 30 horfomen to force Mr. Rum¬ 
bold out of the city; who, having no means of refinance, obeyed, 
and rejoined his efcort, which he had left at a choultry on the other 
fide of the river. As fcon as he was gone, Seer Cawn aflembled all 
the Jemautdars, whom he perfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended 
to fell them and the city. When they were fufficiently inflamed, 
Berkatoolah came 111, and war was determined : but, whilft they 
were deliberating on the manner of conduaing it, came a letter from 
Mr. Rumbold, threatening the utmoft vengeance of the Englilh na¬ 
tion for the indignity which had been offered to its reprefontative in 
his perlon; and the immediate return of Mahomed Iflbof with ail the 
Company’s Sepoys was held out as an earneft of this refolution. The 
Jemautdars, ftartled at the expreflions of indignation In Mr. Rum- 
bold’s letter, agreed to invite him to return. He refufod, without 
public reparation; of which they permitted him to dictate the mode ; 
conformable to which, Maphuze Cawn, with all the Jemautdars, 
came the next morning to the choultry, made many apologies, and 
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eondu&ed him back to the city : where, on entering the gate, he 1756, 
was faluted by the difcharge of all the cannon on the ramparts, * J 
which were only 13 pieces. The negotiation was renewed on the 
fame terms as before; and it was agreed to wait until the guarantee of 
the prefidency for the terms required by Maphuze Cawn and Berk a- 
tool ah, fliould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this pre¬ 
liminary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Catteck, with his horfe, came 
from Chevelpetore, and immediately on his arrival ottered to furnifh 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubhftence of the cavalry of the Je- 
tnautdars, if they would relinquish all treaty with the Englifh, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold away. On the buftle occafioned by this pro- 
pofal, Mr. Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in his 
anguifh broke his feal, that he might not be obliged to affix it any 
more to a£ts he did not approve. From Maphuze Cawn’s he went 
to Berkatoolah’s, where he affembled and harangued the Jemaut- 
dars, who, after various difeuffions, confented that the articles to 
which, they had before acceded thoyld be immediately drawn up 
in both languages and executed by all parties: it was now night, 
and to do this required Come hours; for every Jemautdar was to 
ffg’ii. This while was employed with much ailiduity by Nabey 
Cawn Catteck, who now offered to fupply 3,500 rupees a day, 
which, being fully fufficient for the maintenance of the whole body 
of cavalry, prevailed'; and Mr. Rumbold was adviled to take care 
of himfelf, as all the roads would loon be flopped. He accordingly 
went out of the city the next morning, as if he had fomething to 
regulate concerning his effort of Sepoys j with whom he fet off at 
midnight, and reached the fort of Nattara without interruption, 
when, being out of danger, he proceeded more leifurely to Tritchi- 
nopoly, where he arrived on the 15th of December, Thus ended 
the third unfuccefsful attempt to get poffeffion of Madura by ne¬ 
gotiation, In alt of which the contumelious conduct of the Jemaut» 
dars was not the effeft of fudden exigencies, but the refult of a 
plan formed by Berkatoolah to lead them to fuch extremities of 
affront, as fhould preclude all hopes of reconciliation with the 
EngHlh, That fuch was their jituation he eafily convinced them, 
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as foon as Mr. Rumbold was gone, and then declared he intended 
not only to maintain the .city, but likewife to recover the whole 
country for Maphuze Cawn. Thefe refolutions were not unani- 
moufly approved, but the difi’enters were by far the fmaller number;, 
and letters of invitation were immediately difpatched to all the Po¬ 
ly gars, to Hyder Naig the Myfore general, and to the Ring of Tra- 
vancore. A few days after, Berkatoolah and Nabey Cawn Catteck. 
went with 500 horfe to the Pulitaver’s place. The commander 
Mahomed Ifloof, on receiving the fummons of Mr. Rumbold, had re¬ 
turned from the diftri&s he was vifiting to Tinivellywhere leav- ■ 
ing as before 1000 Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about 1,8oo, 
towards Madura. The renter Moodilee, naturally timorous, refolved 
to accompany the greater force, and, beffdes his ufual retinue,. was 
attended by 100 good horfe, which he had lately levied. They 
arrived on the 16th of December at Gangadorum, where Mahomed 
Ifloof hearing of Mr. Rumbold’s departure from Madura, halted to ob- 
ferve the motions of the enemy, and remained there until he received 
information that Nabey Cawn Catteck and Berkatoolah had pafled to 
the Pulitaver’s, on which he proceeded to Chevelpetore, and en¬ 
camped there, m order to awe the Polygars in this part of the coun¬ 
try from joining the enemy. 

During the march Moodilee lent one of his relations, named Al¬ 
ga pa, to negotiate a reconciliation with the Pulitaver, and offer fbme 
diftrifts as the fee of his alliance. The Pulitaver, who never refiifed 
or kept his word on any occafion, fent an agent with Algapa to 
the camp at Chevelpetore, and at the lame time fent his troops to join 
Berkatoolah andNabey Cawn Catteck. The agent, under the ufual pre¬ 
text of doing honour to his embafiy, was accompanied by two or three 
hundred colleries. Mahomed Ifloof entirely difapproved of the inter- 
courfe, as he knew the Pulitaver’s character, and that Ibme of his 
people were at this very time plundering to the weftward of Tinivelly. 
Unfortunately, during this mood of indignation, five of the agent’s col¬ 
leries were taken, ftealing oxen and horfes belonging to the camp, and 
being brought to Mahomed Ifloof, he immediately put them to death, 
by blowing them off from the mouth of a cannon : a fanguinary exe- 
3 cution, 
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cution, not mifrequent in Indoftan, and in this cafe atrocious. The 
agent,., with all his retinue of Colleries, immediately ran away from 
the camp; and their injury determined the Pulitaver, perhaps for 
the firft time in his life, to ad with feme good faith toward thofe 
with whom he was conne&ed. But knowing the irrefolution of 
Maphuze Cawn, he, with his ufual cunning, was afraid of trufting 
him in Maduraexpofed to the overtures and negotiations of the Eng- 
lilh, and infifted that he fhould come from thence to Nelletangaville, 
and remain at all times under his own ward. In confequence, Ber- 
katoolah, who was with the Pulitaver, lent for Maphuze Cawn, who, 
in the end of December, went from the city with 500 horfe. Thus 
clofed the year in the countries of Madura and Tmivelly. 

Between Tanjore and Tondiman the quarrel had continued, not- 
withftanding the retreat of the Tanjorine army in the preceding year: 
but the letters of the prefidency of Madrafs, and the fubrle delays of 
Monacjee, again prevented the renewal of hoftilities until the end of 
June, when the forces of Tanjore were required to revenge another 
quarrel. The Danilh fettlement at Tranquebar had requefted an en¬ 
largement of their bounds, which the king refufed, and the Danes 
loon after, on the pretence of fome outrages from his officers, at¬ 
tacked two pagodas in the neighbourhood. One they took, and whilft 
they were employed before the other, were attacked themlelves at a 
disadvantage by a large detachment of horfe and foot from Tanjore, 
who killed 40 of them, and wounded 100 ; on which the reft retreated 
to Tranquebar: a negotiation enfued, which, by the interpolition of 
the prefidency of Madrafs, was concluded in the middle of Auguft. In 
September began the great and long feaft of the king and his gods, 
which confumed the month. In October, the approach of the rains 
gave Monacjee a pretence to keep the army in quarters; and after 
they fet in, it was impoflible to move until they were over. The 
king then infifted, and Monacjee proceeded againft Killanelly Cottah, 
of which Tondiman had taken pofleffion in confequence of the fur- 
reptitious cefiion made to him the year before by Monacjee, who 
had clandeftinely affixed the King’s feal to the grant. It frauds 40 
miles s. by w, of Tanjore, and was ftronger than any place which 
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i y 56. Tondiroan had taken before: and the Tanjorines had made very little 
'——' progrefs in the attack af the end of the year. 

The French had not, during the year, meddled, excepting by private 
mitigations, in the quarrels of the fouthern countries. The Rheddy, 
whom they had reftored at Terriore, failed, as before, in his tributes; 
on which they fent a party of 50 Europeans from Seringham, which 
were joined by another from Pondicherry, who removed him, and ro 
inflated the other, who iikewife had before been once appointed and 
once depofed. This expedition was finilhed in the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary, but the party from Seringham remained at Terriore to watch 
the tributes in future. In July 100 Europeans were taken from Se¬ 
ringham, to compieat the detachment fent with Mr. .Law to the re¬ 
lief, of Mr. Bufly at Charmaul, By thefe fubflraftions, which were 
not replaced, the garrifon at Seringham, which before was fuperior, 
remained at the dofe of the year only equal in Europeans to that of 
Tritchinopoly, each having about 330 j but zoo more were fent thi¬ 
ther from Pondicherry on the 9th of December: and 500 Sepoys 
were raifmgat Terriore, hi order to equal the number" in Tritchi- 
nopoly, which were 1500. Thus ended the year 1756 in Coro¬ 
mandel, 
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BOOK VII. 1 


W E fhall now relate the progrefs and operations of the arma¬ 
ment fent for the recovery of the fettlements in Bengal. 

The fleet failing on the 10th of Oftober, met the currents fetting 
fo ftrongly from the North, that they were driven in the firfl twelve 
days after their departure, fix degrees of latitude to the fouth of 
Madrafs; and by this time the northern monlbon, during which 
the wind blows from the n. w. had gathered ftrength. In this 
feafon the only way to get Bengal, is to fleer acrofs the bay to tne 
fliore of Tannafery and Arracan, along which the currents flacken, 
and iometimes even tend to the northward; and milder weather 
than in the middle of the bay enables the veflel to gain the lati¬ 
tude of the fands at the eaftern mouths of the Ganges; from whence 
tides help acrols to the road of Ballafore, and from hence allure the 
entrance into the river Hughley. Attempting this paflage with 
much adverle weather, Admiral Watlon, on the loth of November, 
ordered the allowances of proviflons and water to he retrenched. . 
Two days after, the fire-lhip, unable to ftem the violence of the 
monlbon, bore away to Ceylon ; and the Marlborough, one of the 
company’s, failing very heavily, was left on the 16th by the reft 
of the fleet, which arrived in the foundings off Point Palmeiras on 
the firfl of December. But the Cumberland and Salifbury not having 
kept the wind fo well as the others, ftruck on the dangerous land 
which extends leveral miles from that point out to lea . both, how¬ 
ever* floated aeain ; but the Cumberland bore away to V izagapatam. 

5 The- 

4 


i20 'The War of Bengal* Book VIL 

1756. The Kent and Tyger gained the road of Ballafore, Where they 

-,—waited for the fpring tides until the 9th, when they proceeded 
under the conduct of Englifh pilots into the river, and arrived on 
the 15 th at Fulta. Here they were joined, on the 20th, by all the 
other veflels, excepting the Cumberland and the Marlborough, the 
abfence of which greatly impaired the force of the armament: for 
the Cumberland was not only the larged; fhip in the fquadron, but 
had like wife on board 250 of the European troops; and the greatefl 
part of the field artillery had been imprudently (hipped on board of 
the Marlborough. 

The detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrived at Fulta on the 
fecond of Augufo; but were not deemed a force fufficient to rifque 
hoftilities.; and the veflels before aflembled there being too much 
crouded to receive them on board, they were obliged to encamp in 
the fwampy grounds near the town, where ficknefs prevailed 
amongft them ■ 10 much, that of the whole detachment, which 
was 230 when fent, one half were dead, and of the remainder not 
more than thirty men were able to do duty when Admiral Watfon 
-arrived. 

The rainy Teafon, which began whrlft- the Nabob was before Cal¬ 
cutta, prevented him after his return to Muxadavad from reaflum- 
ing his former intention of attacking his relation the Phoufdar of 
Purneah until the month of Odober. He then marched to that 
country: when the two armies encamped in fight of each other 
the Phoufder, a head-ftrong youth, faw the general Meer Jaffier 
with a party reconnoitring, and miftaking his enfigns for the Na¬ 
bob’s haftened with the foremoft of his cavalry to attack him, and 
was killed in the onfet. The country of Purneah fubmitted im¬ 
mediately after his death, and the Nabob returned in triumph to his 
capital: where, ruminating on the excefs and apparent Security of 
his fortunes, he continued to imagine, that the Englifh would never 
venture hoftilities in his dominions; to which prefumption his iguo- 
rance did not a little contribute; for be was often heard to fay, that 
he did not believe there were ten thoufand men in all Europe* His 
minifters, however, had convinced him, that his revenues would be 
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much diminifhed by the lofs of the Englifh trade: which had de¬ 
termined him to permit their return ; but under the fame reftri&ions 
as they were fubjcft to in the reign of Jaffier, before their embaffy 
to Delhi. On hearing of the arrival of the armament, he ordered his 
whole army to aflemble at Muxadavad, and prepared to march to 
Calcutta. The governor of this place, Monickchund, having fore- 
feen the war, had been diligent in improving his gaftrifbn, had for¬ 
tified Buz-buzia, and had begun to ereft a fort, which he called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river oppofite to Tannah ; but only 
part of the rampart commanding the river was finifhed. The 
Phoufdar of Hughley purchafed two fhips, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to fink them in the narrow pafs of the river be¬ 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

Before the arrival of the armament, letters from the court of di¬ 
rectors in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other mem¬ 
bers of the council, to aft as a feleCt committee, in the conduit of all 
political and military affairs. They had already affociated Major Kil¬ 
patrick, and as fbon as the fleet arrived at Fulta, they added Mr. 
Watfon and Colonel Clive to their board. The letters which Clive 
had brought from Madrafs, accompanied by one from himfelf and 
another from Mr. Watfon, full of threats, were fent open to Mo¬ 
nickchund, the governor of Calcutta, in order to be forwarded to the 
Nabob. Monickchund replied that he dared not fend letters written in 
fucli menacing terms; and on receiving this anfwer, it was deter¬ 
mined to commence hoftilities. The abfence of the troops on board 
the Cumberland was in fome meaiure fupplied by the recovering 
men of Kilpatrick’s detachment, and by a company of feventy vo¬ 
lunteers, who embodied themlclves at Fulta. 

All the fhips and veffels, as well thofe which were juft arrived, 
as thofe which were before aflembled at Fulta, left this place on the 
27th of December, and the next afternoon anchored at Mayapore, a 
town ten miles below the fort of Buz-buzia. This fort Mr. Watfon 
determined to attack the next day ; and, as it was fuppoled that 
the garnfon would defend it but a very little while, it was refolved 
to lay an ambufeade, in order to intercept their retreat towards 
Vol. II. R Calcutta. 
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Calcutta. All the men of Adlercron’s regiment who were arrived, 
being 120, remained on board the Ihips of war. The reft of the 
battalion, 500, with all the Sepoys, and two field-pieces, landed, 
and at fun-fet marched from Mayapore, under the command of Co¬ 
lonel Clive, and under the conduft of Indian guides. The field-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, were drawn by the troops: for the 
council at Fulta, through dread of the Nabob’s refentment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either of draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent difcoveiy, led the troops at a diftance 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was uninha¬ 
bited indeed, but full of fwamps, and continually interred by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tranfportation of the three 
carnages io tedious and laborious, that the tioops did not ai live un¬ 
til an°hour after fun-rife at the place of ambufcade. This was a 


large hollow, which in the rains might be a lake, finking about ten 
feet below the level of the plain : it lay about a.mile from the river, 
a mile and a half north-eaft ofBuz-buzia, and half a mile to the eaft 
of a high-road leading from this place to Calcutta. The eaftern, 
and part of the fouthern bank of the hollow, were Ikirted by the 
huts and enclofures of a village, which feemed to have been aban¬ 
doned fome days before. The grenadiers and 300 Sepoys were de¬ 
tached from the hollow, to take pofleflion of another village on the 
bank of the river adjoining to the northern wall of the fort of Buz- 
buzia; where, it was fuppofed, that their appearance would induce 
the garrifon to miftake them for the whole of the Engliih troops cm 
Ihore; and that in confequence of this notion they would retreat 
along the high road, inftead of the bank of the river. The com¬ 
pany of volunteers were detached, and polled themlelves in lbnie 
thickets near the high road, hut on the farther fide from the hollow, 
towards which it was intended that their fire fhould drive the fugi¬ 
tive garrifon. The reft of the troops remained with Colonel Clive, 
and concealed themlelves, fome in the hollow, and others in tlie 
adjoining village, and the two field-pieces were placed on the north-* 
fide of the village. The troops being exceffively fatigued, were per¬ 
mitted. 
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nutted to quit tlieir arms, in order to get reft; every man laid him- 
felf down where he thought beft, fome in the village, others in the 
hollow; and from a fecurity which no fuperiority or appearances 
in war could juftify, the common precaution of ftationing centinels 
was neglected. In a few minutes they*\vere all afleep. It happened 
that Monickchund, the governor of Calcutta, had come the day 
before to Buz-buzia, with 1500 horfe, and 2000 foot. This officer 
had no courage, but much circumfpeftion; and fome of his fpies 
had followed the Englifh from Mayapore, and had obferved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to fleep, they were 
awakened by the fire of frnall arms on the eaftern fide of the village, 
into which, at the fame time, a multitude of matchlock men were 
difcovered advancing with refolution. All the foldiers, wherefoever 
feattered, hurried 011 the alarm into the hollow, in which their arms 
were grounded, about 60 yards from the enclofures on the eaftern 
bank; here they formed the line as faft as they could ; but, unfortu¬ 
nately, the artillery-men, mftead of repairing to the two field-pieces, 
which would have protected the whole, ran to feek protection them- 
lelves from the line. During this confufion, the enemy, meeting 
no refiftance, advanced and took pofieffion of the eaftern bank ; from 
whence, under the fhelter of various covers, they kept up a conti¬ 
nual, although irregular fire, wounding feveral, and killing an en- 
fign. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic, fhould be order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy’s fire, commanded 
the line to ft and firm, and detached two platoons, one from the right, 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy’s fire was 
ftrongeft. Of the platoon from the center eight men were killed by 
one volley, before they gained the bank; the reft neverthelefs re¬ 
turned the fire, and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
the village; where they were joined by the other platoon, which 
had fucceeded with the lofs of only three men. This intrepidity 
quelled the enemy’s courage, who no longer appeared in bodies, 
but drifted in fmall parties from fhelter to fhelter, firing rarely, and 
with little effect ; however, fome officers on liorfeback expofed them- 
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felves with much refolution, endeavouring to rally their men; but 
in vain. In the mean time, the company of volunteers, as foon as 
they heard the firing, marched back from the high road, and refcued 
the field-pieces, of which fome of the enemy had taken pofleffion, 
but did not know how to ufe them. Upon this, the artilleiy-men re¬ 
turned from the line to the field-pieces, and immediately began to 
fire them into the village, which foon drove all the enemy out of it, 
who fled as fall as they could to join a large body of horfe, which 
was now difeovered advancing from the fouth towards the hollow : 
but, on perceiving the fugitives coming from the village, this ca¬ 
valry halted at the diftance of half a mile. On this the Englifh 
troops, with the field-pieces, formed regularly on the plain, and 
advanced towards the enemy, who were commanded by Monick- 
ehund. They flood leveral fhot from the field-pieces, until one 
chanced to pafs very near the turband of Monickchund, who imme¬ 
diately gave the fignal of retreat by turning his elephant, and the 
whole body marched away to the north-eaft and returned to Calcutta. 
Had the cavalry advanced and charged the troops in the hollow, at 
the lame time that the infantry began to fire upon the village, it is 
not improbable, that the war would have been concluded on the 
very firft trial of hoflilities. 

As foon as the enemy retreated, the troops marched to the village 
on the bank of the river, from whence the detachment pofted there, 
was advancing to join them. By this time the Kent, having out- 
failed the other flops, anchored before Buz-buzia, and alone filenced 
tile cannon of that fort; but the troops having already undergone 
fo much fatigue, it was determined to defer the aflault until the 
next morning. They pafled the reft of the day in the village, with¬ 
out giving or receiving any moleftation, and in the evening were 
joined by 250 failors from the fquadron. One of thefe having got 
drunk, ftraggled, at eight in the evening, to the dltqh of the fort, 
which lie croffed, and lcrambled up the rampart; where, finding 
no centinels, he hollowed to tire advanced guards in the village 
that he had taken the fort ; on which they quitted their poft, and’ 
joined him on the rampart, when they found the place evacuated, 
1 the 
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the enemy having abandoned it as foon as it grew dark enough to 
conceal their retreat. Several guards of Sepoys proceeded imme¬ 
diately to poft centinels round the walls; and whilft this was doing, 
fome other failors, who were likewife very drunk and had got into- 
the fort, fuppofed fome of the Sepoys to be fome of the enemy’s 
men who had not efcaped; and in this notion fired their piftols, and 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company’s troops. 

The operations of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im¬ 
perfect as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of Englilh troops, from 
their own fuccefs at the taking of Calcutta; and on his return 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a few hours,, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went away with the reft 
of his command to Hughley, where having likewife communicated 
his own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at Muxa- 
davad. On the other hand, the refolution and aaivity with which' 
the enemies matchlock men began their aflault on the village, im-- 
preffed molt of the Englifh officers, and many of the common men, 
with a much higher opinion of the troops of Bengal than they de¬ 
fended. 

The floop- of war had been lent forward fome days before, and 
anchored in fight of the forts of Taimah and Aligur, where her ap¬ 
pearance had deterred the governor of Hughley from fending the 
ihips laden with bricks, which he had intended to fink in the pafs. 
The fleet left Buz-buzia on the 30th of December, and anchored 
on the 1 ft of January between thofe forts, which the enemy aban¬ 
doned without firing a ftiot, leaving on the platforms. 50 pieces, of 
cannon, which they had brought from Calcutta, many of which 
however were not mounted. The next morning, Colonel Clive, 
with the greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, landed and 
marched along the high road from Aligur to Calcutta ; and at nine 
o’clock the Kent and Tyger anchored before the Engliffi tort; but 
for want of wind could not immediately prefent their broadfides; 
during which difadvantage the enemy cannonaded them brilkly from 
die line of guns on the brink of the river, killing nine men in the 
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Kent, and feven in the Tyger; but their fire flackened as that from 
the fhips increafed; and before eleven they deferted the fort, and 
foon after the town ; when a detachment fent from the fhips, under 
the command of Captain Coote, hoi fled the Englifh colours in the 
fort; for the troops with Colonel Clive were not yet arrived. The 
next day Admiral Watfon put Mr. Drake, and the former members 
of the council, in pofleffion of the government. 

The greatefl part of the merchandizes belonging to the company, 
which were in the fort when taken, were found remaining wit bout 
detriment; for this part of the plunder had been referved for the 
Nabob ; but every thing of value belonging to the inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fettlement: fome of the heft houfes had 
been demolifhed, and others damaged by fire ; in the middle of the 
fort a mofque was ere&ed with the materials of feveral buildings 
which had been pulled down to make room for it; but no alterations 
had been made in the fortification. About 50,000 of the Indian 
inhabitants had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Monickchund ; they were indeed nioflly of the lower ranks of 
people; for his rapacity had deterred fuch as were known to have 
property from tru fling them lei ves within his reach. 

Whatfoever joy the Englifh inhabitants might feel at their reflo- 
ration to the town, it was foon allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined flate of their habitations, and of the poverty to which they 
were reduced, having no means to procure themlelves fubfiflence, but 
their ufual allowances from the company. 

Mr. Drake, not withflan ding his adveriities, had retained fome cor- 
refpondents, and the company’s money fome fpies, from whom he 
received intelligence as foon as he arrived at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughley was in great conflernation, and that it would be fome 
time before the Nabob s army would march from Muxadavad ; upon 
which the committee refolved to attack Hughley without delay. The 
twenty-gun fhip, the floop of war, and three other veffels, were ap¬ 
pointed to this fervice; and on board of them embarked 150 Euro¬ 
peans, being thofe of Adlercron’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys ; they 
failed on the 4th of January, and hoped to reach Hughley in one 
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tide; but the twenty-gun fhip ft ruck upon a land-bank, which flop¬ 
ped their progrefs for five days. On the ioth they arrived at 
Hugbley, 

This town lieth about 23 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the 
north part of the Dutch fottlcment of Chinchura, from whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river at the northern extre¬ 
mity of the town is a fort, which was at this time garrifoned by 
2000 then: 3000 more had been lent from Muxadavad to guard the - 
town, but thefe retreated as loon as the Englilh troops landed ; re¬ 
maining however within a few miles. The veflels battered the fort 
until night; and although the breach was fcarcely practicable, it was 
determined to ftonn it before break of day. A falfe attack was made 
at the main gate, whilft Captain Coote ■with the other divifion, accom¬ 
panied by fome failors, mounted the breach before they were dilcovered 
by the garrifon, who no fconer faw the Englilh on the ramparts, than 
all of them quitted their pofts, and fled out of the leflergate. Three 
Europeans and ten Sepoys were killed in the attack. On the 12th 
Captain Coote, with 50 Europeans* and 100 Sepoys, marched to the 
Bandell, a large village three miles north of the fort, where they 
deftroyed feveral granaries of rice, and in their return were fur- 
rounded in the village by the fugitive garrifon, and the troops which 
had been lent from- Muxadavad, from whom they difengaged them- 
lelves withoutlofing a man. On the 16th a party proceeded in boats 
fome miles to the northward r and deftroyed feveral more granaries 
on each fide of the river,, and 011 the 19th the Europeans, with the 
fmaller veflels, returned to Calcutta. 

During this expedition to Hughley, news arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been declared between Great Britain and France in the pre¬ 
ceding month-of May. There were 300 Europeans, and a train of 
field artillery at Chandernagore; and the feleift committee of Calcutta 
expected that they would immediately join the Nabob, with whom, 
it was thought, that the Englilh force, great as it was, would then 
be unable to cope, and in this perfuafion they determined to treat 
with him. Accordingly Colonel Clive wrote a letter to the 
Seats at Muxadavad requefting them to aCt as mediators ; but news 
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of the attack upon Hugh ley arriving at the fame time, exafperatecl 
the Nabob and all Iris officers lo much, that he immediately began 
liis march, and the Seats were afraid to appear as friends to the 
Englilh; they however deputed their ablelt agent Rungeet Roy to 
attend the Nabob, and ordered him to correipond with Colonel Clive. 
The merchant Omichund likewile accompanied the Nabob’s army. 
This man, anxious to recover his Ihattered fortunes, had followed 
him From Calcutta to Muxadavad, where ingratiating himfdf with 
Moonloll, who although no public mini Her, had more influence than 
all of them together, he loon acquired a degree of confidence and 
intimacy with the Nabob liimlelf; who neverthelels rellored with 
a very fparing hand his effects which had been feized in the general 
plunder and confifcation of the Englilh property. Omichund being 
likewile proprietor of moll; of the bell; houles, and having many 
other interefts in Calcutta, was folicitous to regain Ills former in¬ 
fluence among!! the Englilh, by promoting the pacification. 

In the mean time the Englilh had not been negligent in making 
preparations to oppofe the Nabob’s approach to Calcutta, for they had 
fortified a camp with leveral outpofts around it, about a mile to the 
northward of the town, and half a mile from the bank of the river. 
The fituation was well chofen ; for a large lake, which commenceth 
about two miles to the ealtward of the Morattoe ditch, and adjoins 
to marlhes which extend to the lea, rendered it impoffible for an 
enemy coming from the northward to enter the company’s territory 
without palling in fight of the camp ; and at the end of the month 
the field artillery of the army was compleated by the arrival of the 
Marlborough, which had the greateft part on board. On the 30th, 
the Nabob’s army began to crofs the river, about 10 miles above 
Hughley. Their approach immediately deterred the villagers from 
bringing any more provifions either to the town or camp, and all 
the natives who had been hired for the fervices of the army, delerted. 
The want of bullocks ftill continued, and there was but one horle 
either in the camp or town, and this liad been brought from Madrafs. 
However, the apprehenfions of the French joining the Nabob, were 
in a great meafure removed; for they, in Head of this refolution, 
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which it was certainly their intereft to have taken without delay, re¬ 
filled him their afliftance, and propofed to the Englifih, that the two 
nations fliould engage by treaty not to commit hojfUEties'againft each 
other in Bengal during the continuance of the war in Europe, 
Neverthelefs, Colonel Clive- despaired of victory over the Nabob, al¬ 
though unaffifted by the French force; and yielding to the advice 
of Rungeet Roy, wrote a letter to the Nabob on the 30th of Ja¬ 
nuary propofing peace. The Nabob anfwered with expreffions of 
cordiality; but continued his march. As he approached, an Arme¬ 
nian, named Petrus, brought and carried feveral meflages; and on the 
2d of February, the Nabob deli red to confer with deputies, and 
promifed to fend paflports for them in the evening; but 110 pallports 
came; and the next morning at day-break, the villages to the 
liorth-eaft were feen in flames, and foon after the. van of his 
army appeared advancing in full march towards Calcutta. Their 
way was along a high road, which runs for a mile north and Ibuth, 
until it reaches the head of the lake, where was a bridge of ma- 
fonry, from whence the road turns and continues in the direction of 
eaft and weft, almoft in a ftreight line for two miles until it joins 
the n. e. part of the Morattoe ditch : fo that if the bridge had been 
retrenched, and a detachment with two field-pieces polled there, 
the enemy mull have palled between this poll and the camp : but 
Colonel Clive, perhaps not imprudently unwilling to divide his force, 
and equally fo to break off tire negotiation with the Nabob, fuffered 
the troops in fight to pafs unmolefted ; who Ip read themfelves with¬ 
out the Morattoe ditch, and a body of their LoucBees, or plunderers, 
who are armed with clubs, palled into the company’s territory about 
noon, and attacked the houfes of the natives in the northern part 
of the town ; but a detachment which had been polled at Perrin g’s 
redoubt, lallied, and, killing fome of them, returned with 50 pri- 
fcners; which deterred the enemy from making any more incurfions 
during the reft-of the day. In the plain, troops after troops, in dif¬ 
ferent intervals, followed the firft that appeared; and in the after¬ 
noon a large body, with cannon and coolies, began to intrench 
themfelves in a large garden on the right hand of the road, midway 
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between the bridge and the Morattoe ditch, and about a mile and * 
half to the fouth-eaft of the Englifh camp. On this infult. Colonel 
dive immediately marched with the greateft part of his troops, and 
fix field-pieces ; as they approached, the enemy fired upon them from 
nine pieces of cannon, anddeveral bodies.of their cavalry drew up 
on each fide of the garden* of which the attack appeared fo ha¬ 
zardous, that Clive redrained the action to a-cannonade, which con-, 
tinued only an hour, that the troops might regain the camp before 
dark : three Sepoys and two- artillery men were killed, and. about ten 
of the enemy’s horfe. 

The next morning, the main body of the enemy’s- army appeared 
advancing in the fame road as the van had palled, and a, letter was 
received from the Nabob, defiring that the deputies would come to 
Nabob-gunge, a village fix miles to the north of the camp; on 
which Mr. Walfli and Mr. Scrafton were immediately fent; who 
when they arrived at Nabob-gunge, found that the. Nabob had 
quitted it fome hours before ; on which they followed in the track 
of the army, and in the evening arrived at his quarters, which he 
had taken up in a garden belonging to Omichund, fituated in the 
north-eaft part of the company’s territory, within the Morattoe ditch.- 
Here they were introduced by Rungeet Roy to the prime , mm idee 
Roydoolub, who fufpeding that they intended to aflaffinate the 
Nabob, defired to examine whether they had pidols concealed, and 
then infided that they fhould quit their fwords i but finding that 
they would not fiubmit to this humiliation, he conducted them to the 
Durbar, where the Nabob was fitting in Ml date* accompanied by 
all his principal officers ; many others of inferior degree, {uch as- 
were of the larged ftature, and bore the greated marks of ferocity 
in their countenances, had likewife been lele&ed. to- attend on this 
©ccafion; who, to appear dill more terrible, were drefled in thick 
duffed garments, with enormous turbans, and during the audience 
fat fcowling at the deputies, as if they only waited the fignai to 
murder them. The deputies began by expodulating with the Nabob 
for entering the company’s limits, whi-ift he was amufing Colonel 
Clive with offers of peace, after which they delivered a paper con- 
i taining 
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taming their propofals, which the Nabob read, and having whifpered 
to fome of his officers, defired the deputies to confer with the Dual), 
and difmiffed the affembly. As the deputies were going'out, Omi- 
chund, who had been prefent at the audience, adviied them to take 
care of themfelves; adding, with a very fignificant look, that the 
Nabob’s cannon was not yet come up. The deputies fufpefting 
that the Nabob intended to detain them prifoners, ordered their at¬ 
tendants to extinguilh their lights ; and inftead of going to the tent 
of the Duan, haftened along the high road within the Morattoe 
ditch to Perring’s redoubt, and from thence to the camp. 

Their report determined Colonel Clive to attack the Nabob’s camp 
in the morning. At midnight 600 failors armed with firelocks were 
landed from the ffiips of war; the battalion of Europeans were 
650, the artillery-men 100, the Sepoys 8oo, the field-pieces 6 fix- 
pounders. The order of march waa a line advancing in half-files, 
that is three men abreaft : half the Sepoys marched before, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans; in the rear were the field-pieces 
with the artillery-men and Lafcars, and all the failors. To leflen 
the incumbrance of carriages, there being no bullocks to draw them, 
the Laicars carried the ammunition of the field-pieces on their heads; 
and to deter them from flinging away their loads and taking flight, 
they were guarded on all fides by a part of the failors ; other fiiilors 
were allotted to draw the field-pieces, and the reft of them marched 
as they could, immediately behind the rear dxvifion of Sepoys; Colo¬ 
nel Clive kept in the middle of the battalion. Of the Nabob’s army, 
a part,with the general Meer Jaffier, were within the Morattoe ditch; 
and moft of thefe encamped near Omichund’s garden, as a protection 
to the Nabob, who lay there ; but much the greateft part encamped 
between this ditch and the lake, overfpreading all the ground be¬ 
tween, without method or order. A little before the dawn of day, 
the English line came upon their advanced guards, ftationed in the 
ditches of that part of the high road which leads from the bridge 
at the head of the lake, to the Morattoe ditch. Thefe guards, after 
firing their matchlocks, and difcharging fome rockets, ran away: but 
one of the rockets ftriking the cartouch-box of one of the Sepoys, 
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fet fire to the charges, which blowing up, communicated the mif- 
chief to feveral others, and the dread of catching this fire threw the 
whole divifion into confufion : fortunately none of the enemy were 
at hand to take advantage of it, and Captain Coote, who marched at 
the head of the grenadiers, immediately in the rear of the Sepoys, 
rallied them; and reftored the line of march. By this time it was day¬ 
light, when a very thick fog, peculiar to the mornings of this feafon 
of the year in Bengal, began to overipread the ground. The line 
proceeded without farther interruption, until they came oppofite to 
Omichund’s garden, when they heard the found of horfe coming 
upon them on the full gallop from the right; on. which they halted. - 
This cavalry was a body of Perfians excellently mounted, and Ra¬ 
tioned as an outgu.ard to the Nabob, under that part of the Morattoe 
ditch, which enclofes Omichund’s garden : they were fuffered to 
come within thirty yards before the line gave fire, which fell heavy, 
and killing many of them, the reft inftantly difperfed in great con- 
fufion. The line then proceeded flowly, platoons conftantly firing 
on either hand; whilft the field-pieces in the rear fired Angle balls 
forward, but obliquely outward, on each fide of the line; but all 
without any immediate object; for the fog prevented any man from 
feeing beyond the ground on which he trod. About a mile to the 
fouth of the garden is a narrow caufeway, railed feveral feet above the 
level of the country, with a ditch on each fide ; it leads from the 
eaft to the Morattoe ditch, and acrofs it into the company’s territory. 
The enemy had barricaded the pafi'age; which it was intended to 
force, and from, thence to proceed, as it were, back again, along 
the high road adjoining to and on the infide of the rampart, in order 
to attack the Nabob’s quarters at the garden : but as foon as the firft 
divifion of Sepoys changed their former direction and began to march 
along the caufeway, the field-pieces in the rear, on the right of the 
line, continuing to fire forward, killed feveral of them ; upon which 
the whole divifion fought their fafety in the ditch, on the other fide 
of the caufeway, and the troops who fucceeded them crofted it like- 
wife, not knowing what to do. As foon as this was reported to Co¬ 
lonel Clive, he ordered the whole line to continue crofting the 
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caufeway, but to halt immediately after they had palled it, intend¬ 
ing to form them into fome difpofition, proper to florin the pafs ; 
this brought the whole together into one irregular heap, and whilffc 
Colonel Clive was waiting for the return of two or three officers, 
whom he had fent to examine the barricade, the troops were unex¬ 
pectedly affailed by a difcharge from two pieces of heavy cannon, loaded 
with langrain, and mounted within 260 yards, upon a fmall baflion 
of the Morattoe ditch, to the right of the barricade, which ki lled 
and difabled 23 Europeans; another difcharge foon followed, with 
lefs, but, however, with fome effect. This annoyance inflantly over- 
fet the refblution of {forming the pafs ; and the line immediately 
began to extend itfelf again, as well to prefent the fewefl bodies to 
the cannonade, as to gain without delay a broad high road, which, 
about half a mde to the fouth of the caufeway, crofles the Morattoe 
ditch into the company’s territory, and then joins the avenue leading 
to the fort of Calcutta. But their progrefs was now continually re¬ 
tarded by the exceffive labour and difficulty of tranfporting the field- 
pieces ; for the ground between the caufeway and the road was laid 
out in fmall rice fields, each of which was en doled by a feparate 
bank, fo that the field-pieces could only be drawn along the ditches 
between the banks, and were therefore at every field in a different 
dire&ion: fometimes, likewife, it was neceflary to raife them over 
the banks into the field, in order to repulfe the enemy’s cavalry; who 
after nine o’clock, when the fog cleared, were difcovered threaten¬ 
ing to the left; ever and anon advancing fo near, that it was necef- 
fary to detach platoons from the line to repulfe them. In the mean 
time the fire of the enemy’s two pieces of cannon continued, and a 
quarter of a mile to the fouth of thefe, two other pieces began 
likewifo to annoy the- line from the -fame rampart. ■ At ten, 
after much fatigue and aClion, the troops, having abandoned two 
of the field-pieces, which had broken down, arrived, and formed 
in the high-road leading to the avenue, where a body of horfe 
and foot were- polled-in front to defend the paflage acrofs the 
Morattoe ditch. Several very large bodies of cavalry likewife 
affembled in the rear, aCting with more courage than thofe in 

z front., 


*33 

l 757* 

'—v —• 

February* 



Tke Wae of Bengal. Book VTh 

front, and prefled hard upon one of the field-pieces, which was 
gallantly refcued by Enfign Yorke, with a platoon of Adlercroll’s 
regiment. The fire of a few other platoons difperfed the enemy in 
front; and the troops being now within the company’s territory, 
might have proceeded along the road on the iuiide of the ditch, 
quite up to Omichund’s garden, where the Nabob ftiil remained, 
fiarrounded by a large body of cavalry; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that they had already endured too much fatigue, continued march¬ 
ing ftreight along the .avenue to the fort, where they arrived about 
noon. Twenty-feven of the battalion, 12 bailors, and 18 Sepoys 
were killed, and 70 of the battalion, with 12 Tailors, and 35 Sepoys, 
were wounded; two captains of the Company’s troops, Pye and 
Bridges, and Mr. Belcher, the fecretary of Colonel Clive, were 
killed; Mr. Ellis, a faCtor, who with feveral other young men in 
the mercantile fervice of the company, ferved as a volunteer, loft his 
leg by a cannon ball. The greateft part of this milchief was done 
-by the four pieces of cannon from the rampart of the Morattoe ditch. 
In the evening the troops returned to their camp, palling through the 
town along the ftreets neareft to the river, and part of the way 
within a quarter of a mile of the ftations of the enemy, who did not 
.moleft them. 

The troops, officers as well as common men, difpirited by the lofs 
■which had been fuftained, and the rifques to which they had been 
-expoled, as they thought, to very little purpofe, blamed tbeir com¬ 
mander, and called the attempt rath, and ill concerted. It was ne- 
verthelefs neceflary, as well to convince the enemy that their for¬ 
mer inactivity did not proceed from Fear, as becaufe the difficulty 
■of obtaining provifions increaled every hour whilft the Nabob re¬ 
mained fo near Calcutta. But it was ill concerted ; for the troops 
ought to have aflembled at Perring’s redoubt, which is not half a 
mile from Omichund’s garden, to which they might have marched 
from the redoubt, in a fpacious road, capable of admitting 
12 or 15 men a-breaft, on the left expoled indeed to the annoy¬ 
ance of matchlocks from fome enclofures, where, however, cavalry 
could not act; but their right would have been defended by the 
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rampart of the Morattoe ditch, contiguous to which the road lies; 
and their only danger would have been in front, from onfets of ca¬ 
valry, and the difeharge of what pieces of cannon the enemy had 
got near the garden. . 

The Nabob’s^ army mas much more di(heartened than the Englifh^ 
They had loft 22 officers of diflindtion, 600 common men, four ele¬ 
phants, 500 horfes, feme camels, and a great number of bullocks. 
The Nabob himfelf having never before been fo near the tumult of 
a battle, regarded the attack of his camp as an effort of uncommon 
intrepidity, accufed all his own officers of cowardice, and would have 
immediately retreated out of the company’s territory, had they not 
promifed to be better prepared in future. Accordingly- his whole 
army pafled the fucceeding night on the watch, firing cannon and 
mufketry until, day-fight, in order to encourage themfelves, and to 
deter tire Englifh from attacking them again. 

The next morning Rungeet Roy, by the Nabob’s order, wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive, complaining of the hofflfities which he had 
committed; but making propofals of peace. To which Colonel Clive, 
in a letter to the Nabob himfelf, replied, that he had marched 
through his camp with no other intention than to convince him of 
what the Englifh troops were capable, who, he faid, had cautioufly 
hurt none, exceptingfuch as had oppofed them; but that he was 
willing to renew the negotiation.. The Nabob, inftead of relenting 
the feoff 7 , ordered Rungeet Roy to continue the correfpondence ; and 
under the pretence of acting confidently with his profeffions of peace, 
moved his" whole army, and encamped about three miles to the 
north-eaft of the lake. They paffed in fight of the Englifh. camp, 
and were again fuffered to proceed .without moleftation. 

Meffages of negotiation continued, brought and carried by Omi- 
chund and Rungeet Ray; and, on the 9 th of February, a treaty was 
concluded of the following purport: “ The Nabob agreed to reftore 
“ the Company’s factories, but only fuch of the plundered effects 
“ and-monies as had been regularly brought to account in the books 
“ of his* government. He permitted the.Englifti to fortify Calcutta 
** in whatfoever manner they fhould think expedient; allowed them 
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. i( to coin gold and lilver in. a mint of their own; exempted all 
“ merchandizes palling with their Dufticks or paffports, from tax, 
« fee, or impofition; permitted them to take poffeffion of the thirty- 
eight villages, of which the grant had been obtained by the era* 
« baffy in 1717, from the Emperor Furrukfhir; and in general 
il confirmed all the privileges which had been granted to them by 
a 'f orm er emperors ever fince their firft arnval 111 the pioimce. 
The oaths of the Nabob, Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, were the only 
pledges or fecurity for the execution of the treaty. 

On the 1 ith the Nabob removed a few miles farther to the north, 
and the next day fent the ufual ferpaws or prefents of drefles to Ad¬ 
miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, by Rungeet Roy and Omichund, 
and propofed an alliance offenfive and defenfive againft all enemies. 
This propofal was accepted without hcfitation, and the article 1 a ti¬ 
ffed was fent back the fame day by Omichund, who was likewife 
intruded by Colonel Clive to found if the Nabob would permit the 
Englifh to attack the French fettlement of Chandernagore; for 
there was time' before the letting m of the louthern monloon. The 
Nabob detelled the idea; but, dreading an immediate renewal of 
hoftilities, temporized; and pretending that Mr. Bully from the 
Decan, and a Iquadron from Pondicherry, were coming to Bengal, 
he requeued that the Englifh would-prevent-them from entering his 
dominions; and, as a father difguife, he requeued 20 Englifli gun¬ 
ners to ferve in his own artillery; he likewife recommended, that 
Mr. Watts might be appointed the company’s reprefentative at his 
court; chooiing him from a perfualion that he was a meek man, 
without guile. The next day he continued his march to Muxadavad, 
and Colonel Clive having received no pofitive injunction to the con¬ 
trary from the Nabob, determined to profecute the enterprize againll 
Chandernagore. Accordingly, on the 18th, the Englifli troops 
croffed the river a few miles above Calcutta, and encamped on the 
oppolite fhore; but before this time the French had taken the alarm, 
and by repeated letters called on the Nabob, as he valued his own 
fafety, to protect their fettlement; their mellengers found him juft 
arrived at Augadeep, 40 miles fouth of Muxadavad, where he halted, 

and 
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and immediately wrote alerter, peremptorily commanding tlje Eng- 

lilh to defift from their intention. 

In the mean time Mr. Watts fet out for Muxadavad, and with him 
were fent the artillery-men requefted by the Nabob; he was likewife 
accompanied by Omichund, whole conduct in the late negotiation 
had effaced the impreffion of former imputations, infomuch that 
Mr Watts was permitted to confultand employ him without referve 
on 'all occafions. They flopped on the 18th near Ilughley, where 
Omichund difcovered that a meflenger from the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prelent of 100,000 rupees to the government 
of Chandernagore ; that the governor of Hughley, Nuncomar, had 
received orders to affift the French, in calb the Englilh Ihould attack 
them- and that a detachment of the Nabob’s army was marching 
from Augadeep to reinforce the troops at Hughley; on which Omi¬ 
chund vilited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Eiwlilh force, by afl'urances of their protedion and favour, and the 
promife of 12,000 rupees to be paid as foon as Chandernagore Ihould 
be taken, won him over to their interefts ; a ftriking inflance of the 
extreme venality which prevails even amongft the higheft ranks in 
Indofhn ■ for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
2(0 000 rupees. On the 2 ift, Watts and Omichund arrived at 
- Aunadeep when the Nabob immediately fent for Omichund, and, 
much indignation at the intention of the Engltih to at* 
talk Chandernagore, commanded him to anfwer ftualy whet ter 
they intended to maintain, or to break, the treaty. Omtchund told 
him that the Englilh were famous throughout the world for then 
o-ood faith ; infomuch that a man in England, who on any occafion 
told a lye, was utterly difgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
cietv of his former friends and acquaintance: then calling in a Bra- 
m in who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
, on the Bramin’s foot, a form of oath amongft the Gentoos, and 
fwore, that the Englilh would never break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fcmething appeal'ed by this folemn declaration, laid lie would re¬ 
voke the orders he had given to Meerjaflier to march with h^ 
the army to Chandernagore; and mftruaed Omichund to 
VOL. II. T 
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Colonel Clive, that the troops which had marched two days before, 
were not intended to affift the French. The next day he received a 
letter from Colonel Clive, afluring him that he would not commit 
lioftilities againft the French without his confent; on which he con- 
tinued his march to Muxadavad. 

Neverthelefs, Mr. Watts and Omiehund did not defpair of ob¬ 
taining his permiffion; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, praft 1 ted 
with fuch of the favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc- 
ceis of their applications. Their folicitations created much anxiety 
and agitation in the court, where the French, from various caufes, 
had many friends. Monickchund, and feveral other officers of note, 
had ffiared largely of the fpoil of Calcutta, and being convinced that 
nothing would render the Englifh to formidable to the Nabob, as 
the reduction of Chandernagore, expected to be called upon to re* 
fund their plunder as foon as that event fhould happen: Coja 
Wazeed managed the greateft part of the French trade in Bengal 
with great profit to himfelF; and,, to the Seats Mootabray and 
Roopchund, the government of Chandernagore was indebted a 
million and a half of rupees. Thefe various interefts concurred in 
counteracting the practices and petitions of Mr. Watts and Omi- 
chund, and the remonftrances of Colonel Clive. The Nabob en* 
couraged all the intrigues which were employed on both fides; and* 
even often expreffed himfelf to Mr. Watts and Omiehund in terms 
which implied permiffion ; but every letter which he wrote to Co¬ 
lonel Clive, and fcarce a day pafled without one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With thefe contradictions he kept the Englifh coun¬ 
cils in fufpence until the end of February, when he received in¬ 
telligence that an army of Pitans had taken Delhi, and intended to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. This news-Fuck him 
with fb much confternation, that he immediately difpatched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requefting his affiftance againft this imaginary in- 
vafion of his own dominions, and offered to allow a hundred thour 
fand rupees a month for the expences of the Englifh troops. 

The government of Chandernagore, at the fame time that they 
were folliciting the protection of the Nabob, profecuted their nego- 
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tiation with the Engliih it Calcutta, where the feleft committee, 
having little hopes of obtaining the Nabob’s conlent to attack them, 
contented to a treaty of neutrality and pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed that it ihould be guaranteed by the Nabob but when all 
points teemed to be adjufled, Mr. Watlbu refused his concuirence, 
becaufe the ad of Chanderuagore was not obligatory on Pondicherry; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperior power. Co- 
nonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treaty, and infilled, that Admiral Watfon Ihould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately againft Chandernagore, without 
waiting for the Nabob’s content. The Admiral reje&ing the alter¬ 
native, altercations enlued, which delayed the execution of the tieaty, 
until Clive received the Nabob’s invitation to march to his afliftance 
againft the Pitans. On the fame day a boat fromlngelee brought in¬ 
telligence of the arrival of three Ihips from Bombay, under the com¬ 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
guns, which had parted from the fleet in the paffage from Madrafs, 
was arrived in the road of BaUafore. With fuch additions the En- 
glilh force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagore, although 
protected by the Nabob’s army : Colonel Clive therefore immediately 
difmifled the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
fign the treaty, which was even written out fair, and which they 
fuppofed had been intirely concluded : he at the fame time wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as foon as the news concerning 
the approach of the Pitans Ihould be verified, and that he fhould in 
the mean time proceed as far as Chandernagore. Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofite to Calcutta on the 7th of 
March, while the artillery proceeded in boats, advancing flowly, 
that the Bombay detachment might have time to come up the river, 
before they entered the French limits. In the interval .the Nabob 
was kept quiet by his dread of the Pitans, and the repretentations of 
Nuncomar, who conflantly aflured him that the Englifh had no 
hoftile intentions. Nevertheless, Admiral Watfon refuted to attack 

the French until the content of the Nabob was obtained ; to whom, 
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however, he reprefented, that the government of Chandernagore- 
little deferved his favour, fince they had made ufe of his name to 
fan£tify a treaty which they had no power to conclude; and com¬ 
plained at the fame time, with fome menaces, that he had neither 
made any reflitution, nor accompli(hed any other part of his treaty 
with tlie Englifh. The Nabob, perplexed with the angry ftvle of' 
Mr. Watfon’s letter, made ufe of thefe words in his anfwer: “ If 
« an enemy comes to you and implores your mercy with a clear 
“ heart, his life fhould be fpared; but if you miftruft his fincerity, 

“ aft according to the time and occafion.” This letter was fearcely 
difpatched before his favourites made him change his mind, and 
write others pofitively forbidding the attack ; but Mr. Watfon, 
confidering this contradiction as an indignity, ordered the fliips 
to move. 

The fettlement of Chandernagore, like that of Calcutta, confifted 
of a territory, a town inhabited by the natives, another by the French, 
and a fort. The territory, beginning from the fouthern limits of 
the Dutch fettlement of Chinchura, extended two miles along the 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland. The fort was 
fituated nearly at an equal diftance, between the north and fouth 
extremity of this territory, and about 30 yards from the river. It 
was a fquare of about 130 yards, with four baflions, each mounting 
10 guns ; feveral more were mounted in different parts of the ram¬ 
parts, and eight upon a ravelin, which flood on the margin of the 
river, before the gateway of the weftern curtain : all thefe were heavy 
cannon, from twenty-four to thirty-two pounders; and fix of fmaller 
calibre were planted on the terras of a church within the fort, which 
overlooked the walls. The French, after they received intelligence 
of the declaration of war, had began to dig a ditch, had demolifhed. 
all the buildings which flood within 100 yards of die walls, and 
ufed the ruins to form a glacis ; but neither the ditch nor the glacis 
were compleated : to fupply thefe defeats, they had ere&ed feveral 
batteries without the verge of the glacis; one of three guns before 
the gate leading to Chinchura; another of four, in a high road 
leading from the weftward to the north face of the fort: to the 
3 f - fouth- 
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fouthward they had four batteries, three of which were in the prin¬ 
cipal ftreets leading to the fort, and the other dole to 'the river, 
about 150 yards fouth of the fort, commanded a narrow part of 
the channel, in which feveral fhips had been funk, in order to flop 
the paflage of the men of war. The garrifon confifted of 600 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and 300 Sepoys ; but only 300 of the Europeans were re¬ 
gular troops, the reft being inhabitants of the town and failors.. 
They likewife expected the affiftance of the troops belonging to 
Hughley, of which a part were already ftationed within their 
bounds; but Nuncomar fulfilled his promife to Omichund, and re¬ 
called thefe troops as foon as the Engilfh appeared in fight, alledg¬ 
ing to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn them in order to preferve 
the ftandard of the province from the difgrace to which it would in¬ 
evitably have been expofed, hy affifting the French againft fo fupe- 
rior a force as that which was come to attack them. 

The detachment from Bombay having joined. Colonel Clive com¬ 
menced hoftilities on the 14th of March. In order to avoid the op- 
pofition of the batteries in the fouthern part of the town, the troops 
entered the French, limits from the weftward, along the high road 
leading to the north face of the fort; detachments from the garrifon 
were placed in the thickets on either hand, who fkirmifhed until 
three in the afternoon, and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-weft baftion. The Engliih 
from feveral houfes near continued to fire upon the battery with 
their fmall arms until night, when the enemy fpiked up the cannon,. 
and retreated into the fort. The defertion of this battery rendered 
the other four to the fouth, excepting that on the bank of the river,. 
of no ufe, and expofed them all to be taken in the rear, when the 
retreat of their guards to the fort would be cut off:, to prevent 
which their guns and men were recalled early the next morning, 
before the Engliih troops were in motion to intercept them. At noon 
the Englifh army took poffeflion of the houfes-neareft to the fouthern 
efpknade, and under their fhelter differed very little from the fire 
of the garrifon. The 16th was employed in bringing up the artil¬ 
lery and ftores, and die next day they began to fire mulketry from 
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the tops of the houfes, and to throw fliells from fome cohoms, and 
•a thirteen inch-mortar ; this annoyance continued on the iSth: the 
next day-a battery was begun behind fome ruins, oppofite the fouth 
face of the a. e. baftion, and, at the fame time, mounted three 


pieces of cannon on the enemy’s battery clofe to the river, turning 
them agairift the fouth flank and face of the north-eaft baftion: this 
day the ihips, Kent, Tyger, and Salifoury, arrived from Calcutta, 
and anchored about a mile below the fort. The navigation had been 
•extremely difficult, but conducted with extreme precaution and Ikill 
by Captain Speke, who commanded the Kent. On the 20th the 
fire from the fort filenced the three guns on the battery clofe to the 
-river, and on the 21ft they beat down a houfo near the other, the 
ruins - of which buried fome men, none of whom, however, were 
mortally hurt. The next day this batteiy was compleated, and the 
other repaired: not more than 20 men, Europeans and Sepoys, had 
■been killed and wounded :in all thefe operations. In the mean time 
the narrow channel between the Ihips and the fort had been dili¬ 
gently founded, and it was found that the veffels which were in¬ 
tended to obfhuft their paffage, had not been funk in the proper 
■place. . Every thing being ready on fhore, it was determined to at¬ 
tack with the ffiips the next day; and, indeed, no time war to he 
■loft; for the Nabob finding himfelf deceived, had continually dif- 
patched meffengers, of whom fix arrived in one day, with letters 
commanding the Englilh in.veiy imperious and menacing terms to 
difcontinue- the attack; he had like wife fent forward a part of his 
army under the command of Roydooluh, who, having advanced 
within twenty miles of Hughley, halted in confequence of the repre- 
fentations of Nuncomar, alluring him that the French would fur- 
render before he could arrive £0 their afliflance. 

During this interval, the: Cumberland, in which Admiral Pocock 
hoifted his flag, arrived at Ingelee. After {hiking on the fand off 
Point Palmyras, foe plied ten days agaiuft the wind and currents in 
vain to get round, when the great number of lick on board, amount¬ 
ing to 266, determined Mr. Pocock to bear away for refrefhment 
40 Vhagapatam, where he found the fettlement in fears, not ill 
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founded, of being attacked by M. Bufly; and landed ninety of 1757. 

the Company’s troops, to-reinforce their garrifon. From hence, 1 March* 

as the currents ftill continued ftrong from the Norward, he 

failed for intelligence to Madrafs, where, at' the requeft of the 

presidency, he landed the reft, one hundred more, and received 

the fame number of failors belonging to the fquadron, which 

had recovered in the hofpital. There ftill remained on board 90 rank. 

and file,-who were of Adlercron’s regiment, and they returned with, 

the fhip to Ingelee, where the report from Calcutta Signified, that the 

three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were proceeding from 

thence to Chaiidernagore, of which the attack might be expeded 

every day. There was no time to carry the fhip up the river; 

for the pilotage at this feafon requires feveral; nor were any 

boats fent down to convey the troops with their accoutrements; on 

which Mr. Pocock, with a fpirit worthy of an Englifh admiral* 

took the Cumberland’s barge, and rowing night and day, joined Mr* 

Watfon a few hours before the morning of the. attack, and imme-i- 

diately hoifted his flag in the Tyger. 

This fhip was appointed to attack the N. e. baftion of the fort* 
the Kent againft the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salifbury againft the s. E. baftion. At fun-rife the two batteries on 
fhore began to fire, the one againft the s.E. baftion with twenty-four 
pounders, the other againft the N. e. with three; to which the 
enemy’s fire was much fuperior until feven o’clock; when the Tyger 
coming oppofite to the ravelin, before the gateway, her firft broad- 
fide obliged the enemy to abandon that defence; after which fhe 
proceeded, and anchored at the diftance of 50 yards, direftly oppofite 
to the N. e. baftion. The Kent foon after let go her anchor oppofite 
to the ravelin, but in this inftant, the fire from the fort killed and 
wounded feveral of the failors appointed to manage the fhip, and a 
foot unfortunately difabled the commander. Captain Speke; who 
not being able to continue the directions he intended to give, .fb- • 
much confufion enfued, that the cable, not flopped in time, ran out 
to its end ; and the fhip, inftead of anchoring oppofite to the ravelin, 
fell back fo far, that her poop appeared beyond the s.E. baftion, expofed 

like- 
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likewife to a flank of the baftion on the s. w. The enemy, elated 
with this advantage, kept up fo hot a fire, that Admiral Watfon, 
inftead of attempting to recover hie intended ftation, determined to 
decide the conteft where his {hip lay* which occupying the poll: in¬ 
tended for the Salifbury, this ihip anchored 150 yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the adtion, which was maintained 
entirely by the Kent and Tyger- The cannonade was iieice, e\ erj* 
foot on both fides took place; and, at the fame time, die two bat¬ 
teries on fhore affailed with a crofs fire the two baftions of the fort, 
-againft which the {hips directed their broad-fules. At nine o’clock, 
the fort fiiewed a flag of truce, and Mr. Watfon, not to let the 
enemy lee the condition of his {hip, lent Captain Copte, of the 
King’s regiment afhore to receive their propofals ; and whilft rnei- 
fages were paffing concerning the terms of furrender, 50 of the heft 
foldiers of the garrifon, with 20 Topafles, and feveral officers, quitted 
the fort, and marched to the northward. At three in the afternoon 
.the capitulation was concluded. 

During this a&ion, the-Salifhury received only feme {haggling 
{hot, which did little damage, and the fort received as little from her 
fire. In the Tyger, the mafirer and 14 others were killed, and 56 
wounded: the Kent received fix foot in her mafts, and 142 in her 
hull; the firft lieutenant Mr. Perrot, and 18 of the crew, were 
killed, and 72 wounded. Amidft this {laughter, it was a general 
confolation that the wound of Captain Speke was not mortal, whofe 
enterprizing fpirit, and nautical abilities, had eminently contributed 
to the fucceffes of this fquadron in India: the fame ball, which ftruck 
the calf of his leg, carried off the thigh of his fon, a youth of pro- 
mifing hopes, who died of this difafter, Of the Englifh troops on 
ihore, only one man was killed, and 10 wounded, during this laft 
attack; but the fire of their batteries, and of their mufketiy from 
the tops of the houfes, haftened the furrender of the fort, in which 
40 men were killed and 70 wounded. The defence was gallant, 
more efpecially as none of the garrifon, excepting a few of the 
officers, had ever before been in fcrvices of danger : Mr. Devignes, 
,a Captain of .one of the French company’s fhips, commanded the 
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baflions, and mfpired his own aftivity and courage into all .who ferved 
under him. The immediate reduction of the fort was owing to 
the fhips, and of them, only to the two in which the two Ad¬ 
mirals hoifted their flags, whofe fire did as much execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on fhore would have done in feveral 
clays; during which the whole of the Nabob’s army might have ar¬ 
rived, when the fiege muft have been railed : otherwife the troops 
alone were fufficient to accomplifh the fuccafs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the furrender of Chan¬ 
dernagore, he received more pofitive, but dill falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitans, again!! whom he' had a!ked the 
afiiftance of the Englifh troops, were in full march' to invade the 
province of Behar, and that they had engaged Balagerow, the ge¬ 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. Frightened by this intel¬ 
ligence he wrote letters of congratulation to Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Clive, expreffing the ftrongeft defire to remain in friendship 
and alliance with them, and offered the territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englifh on the fame terms as it had been held by the French 
Company ; but he ordered the divifion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plaflyon the Illand of Cof- 
fimbuzar, 30 miles to the South of Muxadavad. This guard did not 
accord with his profeffions; and it was determined to tty the fin- 
cerity of them by requeuing him to give up all the other French 
factories and fubje&s remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for he had ordered his officers 
to proteft the foldiers of Chandernagore, who had left the fort during 
the attack ; and by this affiftance they had efcaped an Englifh de¬ 
tachment fent in purfuit of them, and were arrived fafe at Coffim- 
buzar: however, he anfwered Colonel Clive with much civility, 
though with in confident excufes ; alledging, that as a prince he 
could not perfecute the diftrefiecL, and as a feudatory of the great 
Mogul he could not contribute to the deftru&ion of Europeans, 
who were eftablifhed in the province by the permiffion of fo many 
Emperors ; as if the fame reafons ought not to have prevented him 
Vol. II. u from 
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from deftroying Calcutta. But left thefe evafions Thould create fuf- 
picions, he began to reftore part of the Englifli effefts, and paid 
4^0,000 rupees in money. 

In the mean time, the captors collettcd the plunder of Chander- 
nagore, which amounted to 100,000 1 . fterling. The Ihips returned 
to Calcutta, where the Kent, infirm before, was condemned as unfit 
for future fervice. The fealon was by this time lo far advanced, 
that the other Ihips could not get out to lea before the fouthern 
monfoon fet in. The troops might indeed have been fent to the coaft 
of Cormondel, if they had been embarked, immediately after Chan- 
dernagore was taken, on feveral veflels, which were ready to fail at 
that time. ■ But Colonel Clive determined, contrary to the orders of 
Madrafs, to remain in Bengal with the whole army until the month 
of September; being convinced that the Nabob would never fulfil 
the terms of the treaty of February, unlefs conftrained by fear. He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army back to Calcutta, encamped 
on the plain to the north of Hughley, where it was better fituated 
either to awe or to act againft the Nabob. 

In this interval Mr. Law, the chief of the French factory at 
Coffimbuzar, had perfuaded the Nabob that a fleet of 40 French 
fliips were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this fuppofition 
returned to his former equivocations concerning the treaty. On 
which-Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his permiflion 
to attack the French at Coffimbuzar could convince the Englifli that 
he bore the good will of an ally towards them, and that his dignity 
might be preferved by aflifting neither fide. This letter provoked 
him to excefs, and amongft other extravagancies, he faid publickly, 
he would put Mr. Watts to death. But loon recollecting the im¬ 
prudence of this threat; and being as anxious to prevent the Englifli 
troops from advancing towards his capital, as he was folicitous topre- 
ferve.the French for future contingencies, he furnilhed Mr. Law 
with money, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to march 
with all his men, as if proceeding to the weftern frontiers of Behar ; 
but in expe&ation of being loon recalled to Muxadavad. Accor-, 
dingly this body of adventurers, confifting of 100 Europeans, and 
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6o Coromandel Sepoys, with 30 finall carriages, and four elephants, 
palled through the city in military array on the 16th of April, and 
having crofled the river, proceeded towards Behar. This evafion 
however deceived nobody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in purfuit of them. 

The report of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob ; he immediately ordered the Englilh Vacqueel to quit his 
prefence, and to appear no more at the palace, and lent two of his 
officers to Mr. Watts, propofing this alternative; “ either that he 
**■ fhould immediately return to Calcutta ; or give an aflurance under 
“ his hand, that the Englilh Ihould make no further attempts to 
« moled the French.” Mr. Watts refufed either to retire, or to 
give the aflurance, and obtained leave to confult the pjrpfidency, who 
ordered him to fend what treafure and effects he had colleTed to Cal¬ 
cutta, as opportunities might oiler, but without feeming either to 
fear or to intend mifchief: Colonel Clive alio detached 40 Europeans 
to protect the factory, and fent in feveral boats a fupply of ammu¬ 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual fufpicions between the Nabob and the 
Englilh were fo much increafed, that Colonel Clive thought a rupture 
inevitable, and even neceflary. He therefore perlifled in his rel'o- 
lution of fending a detachment in purfuit of Mr. Law; and having 
received information that Meer Jaffier, the general of the army, was 
offended againff the Nabob, he advifed Mr. Watts to cultivate his 

friendlhip. 

The fpirit of rebellion had for feme time been lurking in the court 
of Surajah Dowlah; be had imprifoned Monickclnmd, and upon re- 
leafing/ had obliged him to pay a million of rupees as a fine for the 
effects he had plundered in Calcutta. The Duan Roydoolub, al¬ 
though the firft civil officer in the Hate, found bis conduct lubjeft 
to the controul of the favourite Mrtonlol. To the Seats, the Nabob 
behaved with civility ; but they, accnftomed to the confidence and 
good fenfe of Allaverdy, trembled for their Wealth, under the 
caprices of his fuccefl'or; and they had long been connected with 
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Meer Jaffier, who, although he delpiled the wretched character of 
Siirajah Dowlah, dreaded the excelles of it. 

Mr. Watts communicated with Omichund on the Hate of tem¬ 
pers and refentments; and they admitted Mr. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at this time to Muxadavad in his way to Dacca, 
and was intruded by Colonel Clive to obferve, whilft he remained 
there. Omichund with his ufual buftle attended every day at the 
Durbar, and was as affiduous in his vifits to the principal officers of 
the government. 

On the 23d of April an officer named Yar Khan Latty, by a pri¬ 
vate meilage, recjuefted to confer with Mr. Watts in fecrecy. This 
man commanded 2000 horfe in the Nabob’s fervice, but received a 
flipend from the Seats to defend them upon any occafion of danger 
even againft the Nabob himfelf. It is therefore probable that he was 
now employed by the Seats to difcover the real intentions of the 
Englilh towards the Nabob. Mr. Watts lent Omichund, whom 
Latty informed, “ that the Nabob would very Iboii march with the 
“ greateft part of his forces towards Patna, againft the Pkans; and 
“ that he intended to temporize with the Englilh until his return to 
“ Muxadavad ; when he had determined to extirpate them out of 
“ his dominions, into which he had fworn that they fhould never 
“ return; that moft of his officers held him in titter deteftation, 
“ and were ready to join the firft leader of diftin&ion who Ihould 
“ take arms ; that the Englilh army might, during his abfence, take 
“ pofleffion of Muxadavad ; and that he, Latty, with his own troops, 
“ would join them in the attempt; when if they would proclaim 
“ him Nabob, he fhould be iupported by Roydoolub, and the Seats ; 
“ he offered in return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englilh Ihould ftipulate for the advantage of their own affairs.’* 
Mr. Watts approved the fcheme, and communicated it to Colonel 
Clive, who approving it likewile, immediately countermanded the 
detachment which was ready to march in purfuit of Mr. Law, and 
wrote a very civil letter to the Nabob. 

The day after the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petrus 
the Armenian, who had been employed between the Nabob and the 
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Englilh in February, came to Mr. Watts with the fame propofals 
from Meer Jaffier as had been made by Latty. Meer Jaffier declared, 
« that felf-defence obliged him to arm, being in danger of affafii- 
“ nation every time he went to the Durbar; that the Duau Roy- 
« doolub, the Seats, and feveral officers of the fir ft rank in the 
« army, whom he named, had engaged to join, if the Englilh would 
«« affift in dethroning the Nabob ; if the fcheme were accepted, he 
“ defired that the terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
« delay,-and requefted that Colonel Clive would immediately break 
« up liis camp, and footh the Nabob with every appearance of pa- 
«« cific intentions until hoftilities Ihould commence.” 

The iiiperior importance of Jaffier gave him the preference over 
every other pretender who might offer; and as foon as Clive received ' 
intelligence of his overtures, he went from the camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated them to the fele£t committe, of which he was 
himfelf a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
fortunate event which could happen, and inftrufted Mr. Watts 
what terms to ftipulate : they were all very advantageous, but one 
eminently fo, demanding a reftitution in money adequate to all 
the Ioffes which had fuftained by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held on the 
firft of May. The next day Colonel Clive returned to the camp, 
which, in compliance with the requeft of Meer Jaffier, he imme¬ 
diately broke up j lending one half of the tioops to Calcutta, and the 
reft into the fort of Chandemagore. He then requefted the Nabob 
to give the fame proof of pacific intentions by withdrawing the large 
divifion of his army, which ftili lay encamped at Plaffy, under the 
.command of Roy doolub. 

But in this interval the Nabob had been relieved from his fears of 
the Pitans by intelligence of their retreat from Delhi, which made 
him lefs follicitous to temporize with the Englilh, and Roydoolub 
had flopped at Cutwah the detachment of 40 Europeans going to 
Coffimbuzar; the fpy, Mooteram, who had been lent under pretence 
offome compliment to Colonel Clive, gave information, that half the 
Englilh army had been privately detached in fmall parties from the 
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camp, and were at this very time fecreted in the faftory at Coflim- 
buzar. The Nabob believing this intelligence, Tent a mob of fer- 
vants and troops to examine the fadory, where they found only 
eight Topaffes and 40 Europeans, of which fome were French de- 
ferters, and the reft were the Englilh gunners whom he had bor¬ 
rowed for the lervice of his own artillery, and had lately returned. 
Neverthelefs his fufpicions that the Englilh intended to move to¬ 
wards Muxadavad continued, and induced him to reconcile himfelf 
with Meer Jaffier; whom he ordered to proceed immediately with 
15,000 men, to reinforce Roydoolub at Plafley. Believing, like- 
wile, that the Englilh fhips of war could proceed up die great arm 
-of the Ganges to the northern point of the iflaffd of Collimbuzar, 
and then come down the Collimbuzar river to Muxadavad, he com¬ 
manded large piles to be fixed acrols the river at Sootey, about 20 
miles above the city. Such was his extreme ignorance. He at 
the fame time ordered Mr. Law to remain with his men at Boglipore, 
half way between the pals of Tacriagully and Patna ; and his officers 
in Behar were inftructed to lupply all their wants. 

In this conjuncture Meerjaffier, fearing that by a refui-al to proceed 
to Plafly, he Ihould turn the Nabob’s fulpirions upon himfelf, obeyed 
with appearance of alacrity, and marched from the city on the 29th 
of April, but left his agent to carry on the correfpondence with Mr. 
Watts; who, to remove as much as polfible all fufpicious appear¬ 
ances, ordered the detachment which had been flopped at Cutwah 
to return to Calcutta ; he at the lame time dilpatched Mr. Scrafton 
to the leled committee, and on the 6th of May received their refo- 
lutions concerning the treaty with Jaffier, when, in concert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be ftill the Armenian Petrus, 
they eftablillicd politive fums to the articles, ftipulating monies. The 
rains detained the agent in the city until the 12th, when he went 
to Plafly, and returned on the 14th, witli aflurances, that Meer 
Jaffier intirely confented to all the articles; but requefted that the 
confederacy might be kept fecret from Omichund, whom he regarded 
AS an intriguing Gentoo without fortitude or honefty. 

5 This 
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This opinion was probably fuggefted to him by the Seats, who 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and might apprehend that his in¬ 
fluence with the Englifh would interfere with their own, if he 
fhould have a leading part in the intended revolution. This reftraint 
very much perplexed Mr. Watts : for Omichund had already been 
trufted too far, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the fcheme, if he fhould by other means difcover the real 
caufe, why no-farther attention was had to the propofals of Yar 
Khan Lattee. Mr. Watts foon found, that fuch evafions as men in 
his fituation generally employ, could not elude his fagacity, and 
therefore told him the confederacy with Jaffier; but had de¬ 
layed this confidence fo long, that Omichund faw it was ex¬ 
torted by fear and lieceffity. From this hour implacable hatred arofe 
between them, although they co-operated in the conduct of the con¬ 
federacy- 

From his own experience of the practices of Indoftan, Omichund 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded by Jaffier,, 
if the revolution fucceeded- At the fame time he found that no advan¬ 
tage was intended for himlelf, more than reftitution in common with 
the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta* but that he fhould run 
the fame rifques of his perfon as Mr. Watts,, which to both were 
great indeed; and more of his fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr. Watts’s : he therefore claimed a commiffion of five in the hun¬ 
dred on all the Nabob’s treafures in money, and a fourth part of 
his jewels. The common people, to whom numbers give no diftinft 
ideas, rated them at 45 millions of pounds fterling, which nothing but. 
idiotifm could believe; but better enquirers fuppoied them to be 
four millions and a half; on which Omichund’s ihare would have 
been 675,000 pound fterling. The audacity of the pretenfion implied 
malignant art; but it is faid he threatened to reveal the confpiracy to 
the Nabob, if not complied with. If fo,. the boldeft iniquity could 
not go farther. JVlr. W atts in his letter on this iubjeft intimates, 
that he had fome apprehenfions of fuch a confequence if Omichund 
were not fatisfied, However, in their conference lie evaded a pc* 
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litivc anfwer, and Omichund was contented by tbe promife of le- 
ferring Ins claim to the ieledt committee. 

On die 14th he fent the articles of the treaty, as finally fettled 
by himfelf, and accepted by Meer Jaffier, and communicated two 
Other in fiances of Omichund’s improbity. The one was, “ that 
.« foothed by the Teeming acquiefcence of Mr. Watts to his claim 
« of commiffion and a fhare > of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
« clare that he intended to fecrete as much as he could of the 
« Nabob’s treafures from the knowledge of Meer Jaffier, and 
« to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other accufation 
came from Rungeet Roy, the agent of the Seals. When the 
“ Nabob concluded the treaty of the 6th of February, he ern- 
« powered Omichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 30 thoufand 
jr 0 ld mohurs , a coin equivalent to 29 (hillings, as a prefect to the 
“ Englifh commanders, and promifed moreover 200,000 rupees to 
“ be difpofed of, as Omichund ftiouId think proper; who advifed 
“ Rungeet Roy' to make no mention of the prefent at that time, 
“ and promifed to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungeet 
« Roy, impatient to receive his fhare, had frequently prefled 
‘ e the Nabob to fend the prefent to the Englifh commanders, and 
lt to ifi'ue the other money to Omichund. But the Nabob, irritated 
“ by the late proceedings of the Englifh, and fafe in his capital, 
“ was no longer inclined to confer fb coftly a favour, in every re- 
fpe£t to his own detriment. Omichund obferved this repugnance, 
“ and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
“ he would be obliged to make the prefent, if he fuflered Rungeet 
u Roy to interfere any longer in the Englifh affairs ; but that he 
*« might fave it, by difgracing him. The Nabob accordingly with- 
“ held himfelf from any farther communication with Rungeet Roy, 
■“ but rewarded Omichund, with orders for the delivery of many of 
“ his confifcated effe&s. Mr. Watts, defirous to put the truth of 
“ thefe informations to the teft, afked Omichund if he fhould de- 
M mand the 30,000 gold rupees from the Nabob; to which Omi- 
chund replied, that fuch a requeft would be very improper at this 
time, but that he would himfelf confider of means to get it.” 

z A fir anger. 
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A Granger, named Govindroy, came on the 3d of May to Calcutta, 
with a letter as from Ballajerow, the general of the Morattoes, dated 
from Hyderabad, the capital of Golcondah. In this letter Ballajerow 
offered to invade Bengal with a hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
within fix weeks after he fhould receive the invitation of the Eng- 
lifh governor. No mutual interefts of great importance fubfifting at 
this time between the Englifh and the Morattoes, the letter and the 
bearer were fulpedted of impofture.. The man was queftioned, but 
none in the fettlement had fufficient criterion s to diftinguifh whether 
his anfwers were pertinent. Mr. Watts was confulted, and regarded 
the letter as an artifice invented by the Nabob to try the real difpo- 
fition of the Englifh. towards himfelf, by their anfwer to Ballajerow* 
Clive, with his ufual facility of finding expedients in difficulties, 
advifed the committee to communicate the letter to the Nabob with 
the femblance of believing its authenticity *, whereby, fliould he 
have invented it, the artifice would be turned againft himfelf; and 
if he had not, no better means could be employed to deceive the 
fufpicions which he entertained of their evil intentions. 

This refblution was taken oil the 17th of May, and at the fame 
confutation the committee deliberated on the final terms they Ihould 
require of Meer Jaffier, and on the conduit they Ihould hold towards 
Omichund; having before them the treaty as modelled by Mr. Watts, 
and his letters concerning Omichund. The terms which Mr. Watts 
had fiipulated for reftitution were, to the Company 10 millions of 
rupees, to the Englifli and other European inhabitants three millions, 
to the Gentoos three, to the Armenians one: in all 17 millions of 
rupees. Three millions were likewife mentioned for Omichund; 
of which we fuppofe Mr. Watts had informed him. 

The committee really believed the wealth of Surajah Dowlah 
mtich greater than it poffibly could be, even if the whole life 
of the late Nabob Aliverdy had not been lpent in defending his own 
dominions againft the invafions of ruinous enemies : and even if 
Surajah Dowlah himfelf had reigned many, inftead of only one year. 
In this* perfiiafion they increafed the reftitution to Europeans from 
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three to five millions of rupees; but allotted only ftvo indead of 
three millions to the Gentoos, and only 700,000 in dead ot one 
million to the Armenians. But thefe alterations added only 700,000- 
rupees to the total of the fums dipulated by Mr.Watts for reditu- 
tion. It was then agreed to alk a-donation of 2,500,000 rupees to-* 
the fquadron, and the fame fum to the army. A member then pro-, 
pofed that it fhould be recommended to Mr. Watts, to alk a dona¬ 
tion from Meet Jaffier to each of the members of the committee ; 
and this likewife was refolved. 

They then took into, confideration what conduct they diould hold 
towards Omichund'; they were adonifhed at the enormity of his 
demands, and dill more exafperated at the imputed atrocity of his 
intentions in cafe of difappointment; and determined that he fhould 
get nothing by the revolution more than reditution in common- 
with the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta; but at the fame time 
they defigned to make him believe that they intended to reward his 
fervices. The expedient was fuggeded by Colonel Clive. It was,, 
to fend two treaties, both - figned- by Admiral Watfon and the mem¬ 
bers of the committee, and in the treaty-which was to be delivered 
to Meer Jaffier, to omit any dipulation for Omichund; but, in the. 
fiditious treaty which was to be Ihewn to Omichund, to infert an 
article ftipulating for him. a prefent of two million of rupees. 

Thefe refolutions-being taken, it became neceffary that fome per- 
fon deputed from the committee- diould confer with Meer Jaffier; 
but, as he lay encamped at Plafly, it was difficult to effed this, 
without raffing fufpicionsun the Nabob. It was therefore refolved- 
that Colonel Clive diould write to the Nabob, that he had fent Mr, 
Scrafton, in order to communicate a matter of great fecrecy and im¬ 
portance, which was theMorattoe letter brought by Govindroy. 
Mr. Scrafton was indru&ed to dop at Plady, and to make a vffit, as - 
of ceremony, to Meer Jaffier, whom he was to inform of the pur¬ 
port of the treaty, and of the other requefts, and to-obtain his 
affent to them; he was likewife to explain to him the manner 
in which the committee were ading towards Omichund; and 
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finally to adjuft a plan of operations for the fubfequent conduct of 
the revolution. 

.... c - . ' \ . 

Colonel Clive undertook- to get the treaties prepared with due fe- 

crecy. The fictitious was tranfcribed upon red paper. But the 
agent of Meer Jaffier having infilled that the King’s Admiral fhoukl 
fign, as well as the company’s reprefentatives; and Omichund 
knowing this, it was neceflary to the fcheme of deceiving him, 
that Mr. Watfon fhould hgn both. He figured the real, but re- 
fufed to fign the fictitious treaty; on which his fignature was 
counterfeited. 

On the r 9th of May, Clive difpatched the treaties by a private 
meflenger of the country ; but, in this fhort interval, either fome 
intelligence from Muxadavad, or his own reflections, changed his 
notions of the vaftnefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures: and he in- 
IlruCted Mr. Watts, that if Meer Jaffier fhould difapprove of the 
great amount of the flipulations for money, the reflitution allotted 
for the company might be reduced from ten to five millions of 
rupees. 

Mr. Scrafton was flopped near Plafly by the advanced guards of the 
camp; he requefled to be conducted to the quarters of Meer Jaffier ; 
but fome of the Nabob’s fpies being prefont, they interfered, and in¬ 
filled that he fhould take the direCl road to the capital, where he ar¬ 
rived on the 24th. In the interval between Mr. Watts’s letters of 
the 6th, and Mr. Scrafton’s return to Muxadavad, the crafty Omi¬ 
chund had practiled another trick on the credulity of the Nabob ; 
for, perceiving by his queftions that his fufpicions of the Englifb 
increafed, although he had difcovered nothing of their project, 
Omichund, after much artificial hefitation, informed him, as a dif- 
covery by which he rifqued all his pretenfions to the favours of the 
Englifh, that they had lately font deputies to Mr. Bufly in the 
Decan, inviting him to march into Bengal, and propofing that both 
armies fhould join in dethroning him, when the fpoil was to be 
equally divided between them. A little knowledge and underftand- 
ing would have convinced the Nabob, that fucb an union was im- - 
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practicable during the war between the two nations, and that it 
would at any time be incompatible with the intereft of the Englifh; 
neverthelefs his timidity prompted him to give intire credit to the 
tale, and he rewarded Omichund for the intelligence, by ordering 
the fum of 400,000 rupees, which had been taken from his houfe 
at Calcutta, to be immediately rellored to him, together with , all 
his effeCls, wherelbever confifcated in the province: he moreover 
gave him a mandate, ordering the Rajah of Burdawan to repay 
450,000 rupees, which Omichund had lent the Rajah fome years 
before. At this time Omichund was not certain what proviiion 
might be made for liimfelf in the treaty, and was endeavouring to 
get all he could from the Nabob clandeftinely, but without any pofi- 
tive intention of undermining the confederacy; for nothing was 
more likely than his fallacy concerning Bufly to divert the Nabob 
from any fufpicions of the real defigns and connexions in which the- 
Englifh were engaged: but nothing, at the fame time, was more 
likely to prevent him from removing his army from Plafly, which 
was deemed abfolutely neceffary to their foccefs. 

As fbon as Mr. Scrafton arrived at Muxadavad, Mr. Watts went 
with him to the Nabob, to whom Mr. Scrafton delivered a letter 
from Colonel Clive, which, amongft others, had the following fubtle 
expreffions. “ I have lent Mr. Scrafton to communicate a matter of 
“ the greateft importance. Notwithffanding all that the Englifh 
** have luffered from you, I give you this laft proof of my defire to 
“ live in peace with you. Why do you keep your army in the field ? 

They diflrefs all the merchants, and prevent us from renewing 
“ our trade. The Englifh cannot flay in Bengal without freedom of 
“ trade. Do not reduce us to fufpe£tthat you intend to deftroy us 
“ whenfoever you have an opportunity.” Mr. Scrafton then com¬ 
municated. the Morattoe letter, at which the Nabob fee me d much 
pleaied ; for he had heard of the arrival, and fufpedted the bufinefs 
of the meflenger, who really came from Ballajerow. After fome 
paufe, ruminating on the variety of informations on which he was to 
form his opinion,, he pretended to be convinced that he had fufpected 
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the good faith of the Englifh without caufe : and difmlfled Mr. 
Watts and Scrafton with an afliirance that he would immediately 
recall the troops under the command of Meer Jaffier into the city, 
but would leave thofe with Roydoolub in the field, in readinefs to 
join the Englifh on the approach of the Morattoes : who he faid would 
probably invade his dominions. This unexpected refclution would 
have marred the fcheme, fince Meer Jaffier would have been as 
cautious of concluding any thing decifive, whilft one half, as whilft 
the whole of the army remained in the field. At the next con* 
ference Mr. Serafton reprefented to him, that the Englifh could not, 
with common prudence, rely on any of his profeflions, whilft fuch 
a part of liis forces were encamped towards Calcutta. The Nabob 
meditated fome time on this argument, and then ftarting, as- a man 
agitated by fufpicion and difmay, faid eagerly, “ But fhould the 
« Colonel deceive me,” But Scrafton removed his terrors by aflii- 
rances, and prevailed on him to iflue orders recalling his whole army 
to Muxadavad. 

The nearer the confederacy approached to the event, the more did: 
Mr. Watts’s apprehenfions of the treachery of Omichund increafe. 
Mr. Scrafton therefore undertook to get him away to Calcutta, and 
under the pretext of folicitude for his fafety, propofed that Omichund 
fhould accompany him thither without delay, alledging, that his age 
and the habits of his life would-not permit him to make his efcape on 
horfeback in the hour of confufion and danger, when the flight of 
Mr, Watts would convince the Nabob that the Englifh intended war, 
and when his utmoft vengeance would be excited againft all their 
adherents. But avarice is the moft inflexible of the vices; and Omi¬ 
chund, not having received more than half of his plundered money 
from the treafury, requefted Mr.. Scrafton to wait until he had got 
the whole. Mr. Watts imputed this, delay to another motive, think¬ 
ing that he wanted to remain in the city until Roydoolub fhould re¬ 
turn from Plafly, that they might fettle between them the fcheme 
of purloining as much as poffible of the Nabob’s treafures. To 
counteract his repugnance, whatfoever might be the caufe, Mr. 
Scrafton allured him* that Colonel Clive intended to employ him as 
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the principal agent of the English in .their affairs with the future 
government after the revolution ; and that the emoluments of this 
office would amply compenfate whatfoever he might relinquish or 
lofe by his immediate departure. At length he confented to go, but 
it was neceffary, and feemed difficult to obtain the Nabob’s confent, 
as he relied principally upon Omichund for intelligence concerning 
the proceedings and views of the English. But Omichund hhnfelf 
Solved the difficulty, by advifing Mr. Scrafton to demand of the 
Nabob the prefent which he had intended to give to the English 
commanders at the conclufion of the peace in February ; in confe- 
quenee of which, the Nabob SuSpe&ing the fecret had been difclofcd 
by Omichund, would immediately hold him in as much deteftation, 
as he had hitherto regarded him with favour. Accordingly this fcene 
was a&ed. The Nabob denied the promife. Omichund pretended 
to be terrified ; and the Nabob being really irritated, told Mr. Scrafton 
that he might carry him wherefoever he pleafed. 

Mr. Scrafton remained three days longer in the city in expectation 
of the return of Meer Jaffier from Plafly. Meer Jaffier arrived on 
the 30th, and vifited the Nabob, who, having no further need of his 
immediate fervice, treated him with infolence. The frown of do- 
fpotifm is always dreadful ; and Meer Jaffier.returned to his palace, 
convinced of impending danger, infomuch that he was afraid of 
conferring in private with Mr. Scrafton, who vifited him in the after¬ 
noon, but leceived him in the hail of public audience; on which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. 

He was accompanied by Omichund. They proceeded in palan¬ 
quins; but when Scrafton arrived at Coffimhuzar, he miffed his com¬ 
panion ; on which he flopped and dilpatched meffengers to the city, 
who found the old man fitting at midnight in the Nabob’s treafurv 
mliating Moon loll for fome more of the money which the Nabob 
had ordered to be reftored to him in reward for his flory concerning 
Bully; but finding that MoonloU would give him nothing but pro¬ 
miles, and prefled by the meflengers, he returned with them and re¬ 
joined Mr Scrafton at two in the morning. Continuing their jour¬ 
ney, Mr. Scrafton fell alleep, and waking at day-break, miffed his 
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companion again:; and not knowing where to feek him, flopped and 
waited on the high road until three in the afternoon, when Omichund 
rejoined him again. He had been to viiit Roydoolub at the camp at 
Plafley, who had told him that no ftipulation had been made for 
him in the agreements with Meer Jaffier. Omichund therefore 
queftioned Mr. Scrafton with much lharpnefs and fufpicion ; but 
now the truth irfeif ferved to deceive him ; for Mr. Scrafton told 
him, that Roydoolub could not know any thing of that ftipulation, 
fince Mr. Watts had not yet communicated the treaty ultimately 
adjufted by the feled committee even to Meer Jaffier himfelf. This 
appealed his anxieties, and they continued the reft of their journey 
without interruption. On the 8th they arrived at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received by Colonel Clive, and the other members 
of the fele<a committee,, with much diffembled cordiality, which, 
however, could not entirely efface the impreffion which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind ; in confequence of which he 
bribed the Perfian feribe of the council, to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment Ihould appear in the treaty, when ratified by Meer 
Jaffier in the Perfian language. 

The palace in which Meer Jaffier refided, is fituated on the fou- 
thern extremity of Muxadavad, on the ifland of Coffimbuzar. The 
Nabob refided in a palace called Heraut-jeel, in the middle of the 
city, on the other fide of the river. Beth palaces ftand on the bank 
of the river, are fortified with towers* and were provided with cannon. 
Meer Jaffier, at his return from the Nabob, had : requefted all the 
officers on whole attachment he relied, to keep their troops in 
rcadinefs to defend his palace. In the fame evening he lent a 
tnifty meflenger to Mr. ^Watts, to whom Mr. Watts delivered 
the two treaties, real and fiaitious, together with the feparate 
article of donation to the fquadron, army, and committee, and ex¬ 
plained the intention of deceiving Omichund by the fiaitious treaty-; 
requefting, that all the three papers might- be ratified, and returned 
to him without delay. But Meer Jaffier having promifed Roydoolub 
to conclude nothing without his participation, deferred the ratifica¬ 
tion until his return from Plaffy; which was, however, only a delay 
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1757. »of two days; for Roydoolub came to the city on the third of June. 

He being informed of the ftipulations, obje&ed that all the money 
in the Nabob’s treafury was not fufficient to anfwer them, and pro- 
pofed as a juft compromife, that whatfoever might be found fhould 
be equally divided between the Nabob and the Englilh. Mr. Watts 
neverthelefs would not recede from any of the fums which had been 
ftipulated, and reprefented to him, that if an equal divifion was efta- 
blifhed, the Englifh could not allow the ufual commi(lion of five in 
the hundred to the officer who fhould be appointed to manage the 
bufinefs of the treafury ; but proffered this office with that emolument 
to him, provided he would confent to all their demands. This argu¬ 
ment prevailed: Roydoolub relinquifhed his objections, and Meer 
Jaffier figned the treaties on the fourth of June. On the fame day 
tire Nabob, not from any fufpicion of the confederacy, but from his 
pre-conceived averfion to Meer Jaffier, ordered him to refign the com¬ 
mand of the army to an officer named Coja Haddee. 

It ftill remained necefliuy that Meer Jaffier fhould take an oath to 
• obferve the treaties. Mr. Watts therefore propofed an interview ; 
which Jaffier wifhed likewile ; but obje&ed, that they could not meet 
without great ril'queof difeovery, fince his palace was ftriCtly watched 
by the fpies of the Nabob. However, Mr. Watts, relying on the 
fidelity of his own domefticks, and on the manners of the country, 
went in the afternoon from his own houfe in a covered palanquin, 
fuch as carry women of diftinCHon, and pafled without interruption 
to Jaffier’s palace ; who, with his Ion Meerum, received him in one. 
of the apartments of his feraglio, into which the bearers carried the 
palanquin. Here they conferred without the rifk of obfervation. 
Meer Jaffier confefled that the number of troops on wliofe fervice he 
could entirely rely, did not exceed 3000 'horfe ; but expeCled that 
ieveral other commanders, whom he knew to be' diflatisfied with the 
Nabob, would turn agamft him in the day of battle. At all events, 
he defired that the Englifh troops would immediately take the field, 
promiiing, that if the Nabob fhould determine .to defend the city, 
he would attack his palace as loon as they appeared in fight: if the 
con tell: was to be decided by a battle on the plain, he would regulate 
5 his 
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his cond u& according to the ftation which he fhould chance to 
occupy; if in the van, he would, on the approach of the EnglHh, 
beat his great drum, difplay his ftandard, march off with all the 
troops under his command, and join them on the right; if on either 
of the wings, or in the rear, he would difplay a white flag, charge 
the main body of the Nabob’s army as foon as the Englifh began the 
attack, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After thefe ex¬ 
planations, he gave his full affent to the terms of the real treaty, and 
to whatfoever other donations had been ftipulated; then placing the 
Koran on his own head, and his hand on the head of his foil, whilfl: 
Mr. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with great 
folemnity, that he would faithfully perform all he had promifed. 
They then refolved, that Omar-beg, one of his officers who had 
lately carried feveral meffages between Jaffier and Mr. Watts, 
fliouid immediately proceed with the treaties to Calcutta; and Mr. 
Watts returned as he came, undifcovered. Having brought this 
dangerous negotiation to a conclufion, no other affairs required his 
prefence at Muxadavad ; but as his retreat would leave the Nabob 
without a doubt of the hoftile intentions of the Englifh, he deter¬ 
mined to remain feemingly in his power until the laft extremity, 
and, in the mean time, to make fuch preparations as would fecure 
his flight. 

The public treaty as written in Perfic, and figned by Meer Jaffier, 
is thus tranflated : “ I fwear by God, and the Prophet, of God to 
« abide by the terms of this treaty whilfl: I have life.” Thefe words 
were written by Meer Jaffier in his own hand, and underligned by 
him with his name. The following were as ufual in the hand of a 
fcribe. " Treaty made with Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, and 
tt the other counfellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts.—Article I. 
t( Whatever articles were agreed to in the time of peace with the 
« Nabob Surajah Dowlah, 1 agree to comply with.—II. The ene- 
« mies of the Englifh are my enemies, whether they be Indians or 
« Europeans.—III. AH the effects and factories belonging to the 
“ French in the province cf Bengal, the paradlfe of nations, and 
« Bahar, and Orixa, fhall remain in the poffeflion of the Englifh* 
Vol. II. Y “ nor 
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O nor will 1 ever allow them any more to fettle in the three pro- 
“ vlnces.—IV. In confideration of the Ioffes which the Englifh 
“ company have fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta 
“ by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the maintenance of 
“ the forces, I will give them one crore of rupees,—V. For the 
“ effects plundered from the Englilh inhabitants at Calcutta, I agree- 
to give fifty lacks of rupees.—VI. For the effects plundered from 
“ the Gentoos, Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, twenty 
“ lacks of rupees fhall be given.—VII. For the effects plundered 
“ from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the fum of 
“ feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the fums allotted to 
“ the Engliili, Gentoo, Moor, and other inliabitants of Calcutta, 
“ fhall be left to Admiral Watfbn, Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, 
“ William Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Richard Becher, Ef- 
quires, to be difpofed of by tliem, to whom they think proper.— 
** VIII. Within the ditch, which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, 
“ are tracts of land belonging to feveral Zemindars: belides tbefe, 
“ I will grant to the Englilh company 6oo yards without the ditch. 
“ —IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, 
4< fhall be under the Zemindary of the Englifh company; and all 
“ the officers of thele parts fhall be under their jurifdi&ion. The 
“ revenues to be paid by the company in the fame manner as other 
“ Zemindars.—X. Whenever I demand the affifbince of the Englifh, 
“ I will be at the charge of the maintenance of their troops.—XI- 
“ I will not ere£t any new fortifications near the river Ganges, be- 
“ low Hughley.—XII. As foon as I am eftablilhed in the three pro- 
“ vinces, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid. Dated the 
“ 15 th of the month of Ramazan in the fourth year of the prefent 
“ reign.” The treaty, written and figned by the Englifh, contained 
the fenfe of all thefe articles, but not exprefled in the fame words ; 
and it likewife had one more of the following tenor .— iS XIII. On 
“ condition Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadar folemnly ratifies and fwears 
“ to fulfil the above articles, We the underwritten do, for and in 
* e the behalf of the honourable Eaft India company, declare on the 
“ holy evangellfts, and before God, that we will affift Meer Jaf- 
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“ fler Cawn Bahadar with our whole utmoft force, to obtain the 
« Subahfhip of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, and 
“ further that we will affift him to the utmoft againft all his ene- 
(i mies whatever, whenfoever he calls upon us for that purpofe, 
“ provided that when he becomes the Nabob, he fulfils the above 
** articles.” This treaty was figned by Admiral Watfbn, Mr. 
Drake, the governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts, 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher., The donations to the army, 
fquadron, and committee, were written in another treaty. 

Omarbeg with the treaties arrived at Calcutta on the roth, and 
explained the intentions of Jaffier to the feleft committee, in the 
manner as Jaffier had explained them to Mr. Watts. Toe 
troops of Jaffier, without the affiftance of others who might join 
him, were deemed fully lufficient to allure the luccelsof the entei- 
prize, provided they afted with vigour. But he had hitherto be¬ 
haved with fo much irrefolution, that Clive began to fufpeft he 
would fail ftill more in the hour of danger. However, it was necef- 
fary either to proceed to immediate action, or entirely relinquiih the 
confederacy; for the fecret had inadvertently been revealed, and 
began to be the public talk even of the common foldiers at Calcutta 
and Chandernagore. It was therefore determined to commence 
hoftilities without delay. OmichuncI was on the watch to learn the 
refolutions of this council, and the real purport of the treaties; but 
the governor having entertained fome fufpicions of the fcribe whom 
Gmichund had bribed, only entrufted him with the fiftitious treaty, 
in which the ftipulation in favour of Omichundwas inferted; who 
being Satisfied with the report of the fcribe, refolved to proceed 
with the army to Muxadavad. 

On the 12th, the troops which were at Calcutta, with 150 failors 
from the fquadron, proceeded and joined that part of the army which 
was quartered at Chandernagore. All the neceflary preparations had 
been made, and the whole army began their march from Chander¬ 
nagore on the next day, leaving 100 of the failors to garnion this 
fort, that every foldier might 1’e.rve in the held. The Europeans 
with the field-pieces, ftores and ammunition, proceeded in 20a boats, 
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which were towed by the Indian rowers againft the ilrearn; for the 
tide flows no farther than Hughley. The Sepoys marched in fight 
of the boats along the high road made by the Mogul government, 
and continuing from Hughley to Patna. The Nabob entertaining 
fufpicions of Nuncomar, had lately fent a new governor to Hugh¬ 
ley, who threatened to oppofe the paffage of the boats; but the 
twenty-gun fhip coming up and anchoring before his fort, and a me¬ 
nacing letter from Colonel Clive, deterred him from that refolution. 
As foon as the army left Chandernagore, Colonel Clive fent away 
two of the Nabob’s meflengers, who were in his camp, with a letter 
of the following purport: “ That the Nabob had tiled every fub- 
“ terfuge to evade the accomplifhment of the treaty of February ; 
“ that he had in four months reftored only a fifth part of the effects 
“ he had plundered from the Englilh ; that he had fcafcely made 
“ peace, before he invited Mr. Bully to come from the Decan, and 
“ afiifl him in extirpating them once more out of his dominions; 
“ that the party of French troops, with Mr. Law, were at this very 
“ time maintained at his expence within ioo miles of his capital: 
“ that he had, on groundlefs fufpicions, infulted the Englilh ho- 
“ nour ; at one time fending troops to examine their faftory at 
" Coflimbuzar; at another, driving their Vacqueel with dilgraee 
“ out of his prefence : that he had promifed a fum of gold rupees ; 
“ then denied that promile ; and then fent Omichund from the 
“ city, under pretence that it was he who had deceived the Englilh 
“ commanders in that bufinefs. On the other hand, the Englilh 
“ had bore all thefe injuries patiently, and had even taken the field 
to affift him when alarmed by the approach of the Pitans; but 
“ at length feeing no other remedy, their army was now march- 
* n g to Muxadavad, where they intended to refer their complaints 
“ to the decifion of the principal officers of his government, 
namely Meer Jaffier, Roydoolub, the Seats, Meer Murdeen, and 
“ Moon loll; to which arbitration it was hoped that he would ac- 
“ quiefce, and fpare the effufion of blood.” 

Monickchund, the late governor of Calcutta, having received fome 
hints of the confederacy from Omichund, had proffered his alliance 
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to Meer Jaffier. The Seats had fecured Yar Khan Lattey, and fe- 1 757 \ 
veral other commanders had promifcd their aififtance in the hour of 
need, although they hill appeared dutiful to the Nabob. All thele, 
whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their profeffions by the 
ufual oaths of their religions. The Nabob, receiving fome confufed 
intelligence of thefe pradices, prepared to attack the palace of Jaffier. 

Meffages of threat and defiance palled between them from the 8th 
to the 1 ith, when- letters from. Calcutta fpread a repo.it in. the city, 
that the Englilh were confederated with Jaffier; to which, however, 
the Nabob did not feem to give credit; but Jaffier concluding that 
he mull: believe what was fo true, fent a meflage to Mr. Watts, on 
the 1 ith, adding him to make his efcape without delay. Mr. Watts 
was prepared, and all the Englilh property and Ibldiers had been feat 
away from the faftory at Coffimbuzar. Neverthelefs he determined 
to wait ftill longer, in expedation of a letter from Chve authorizing 
his departure. He, however, immediately fent away the Armenian 
Petrus, who had been the moll confidential of his agents in the 
confpiracy, and Jaffier fent one of his own domefticks with Petrus ; 
both were mftru&ed to prefs Colonel Clive to begin his march. 
Notwithftanding ieveral other warnings, Mr. Watts perlevered until 
the 13th, when Jaffier informed him there was no longer any 
fafety, fince the Nabob’s artillery would begin to fire upon his pa* 
lace the next morning: upon this Mr. Watts immediately left his . 
houfe in the city, travelling in his palankin towards the Englilh 
faflory at Coffimbuzar, where he had lately been feveral^ times on 
pretence of bufinefs. There remained Mr. Collet, Mr. Sykes, and 
a furgeon, who were to make their efcape with him, and they had 
refided for fome tune at a country-houfe called Maudipore, about two- 

miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar. 

Mr. Watts, flopping at the fadory of Coffimbuzar, ordered the 
domefticks to prepare a flipper, telling them, that he fhould return 
in the evening with thofe at Maudipore, to which he then proceeded.. 

There was in his retinue an Ulbeg Tartar, named Mirza Shah Buz* 
beg, who had ferved many years in different armies, was an excellent 
horfeman, and on all occafions void of fear :. he had attached him* 
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felf with much fidelity to Mr. Watts, in return fot fonie fcrvices 
which Mr. Watts had rendered him eight years before at Patna, and 
now accompanied his flight. The four Engliihmen and the Tartar, 
armed with pifrols, mounted their horfes at Maudipore about an hour 
before funfet: they were accompanied by iome dog-keepers leading 
greyhounds, and each horfeman was, likewife, attended his groom 
on foot. This fervant in India is, by habit, capable of keeping 
pace for feveral hours with the horfe, although going at a great 
rate. Having proceeded at a gentle pace on the plain, until they 
were about fix miles to the fcuth, they lent back the dog-keepers, 
faying, that they themfelves would return leifurely another way. 
Immediately after this they met two Coffids, or meflengers, dil- 
patched by Colonel Clive, with a letter to Mr. Watts, permitting 
him to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required his flay. It 
being now dark they quitted the road, and flrnck to the left, 
where the country at feme diftance was uninhabited, and covered 
with thickets, along the ikirt of which they proceeded to the foutli, 
as faft as they could, until they thought themfelves 30 miles from 
Coflimbuzar. They then turned to the weft, and about midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the bank of the river. 
At the entrance of the village was a party of the Nabob’s liorfe, 
picketed on each fide of the road in the open air; but this guard 
was, as ufual at this feafon of the night, fe faft afleep, that not 
one of them arofe to enquire who were come amongft them. 
Having paffed to the fcuthern extremity of the village, they diico- 
vered two iinall boats, which were only capable of containing the 
riders. The Tartar, unwilling to lofe his own horfe, undertook to 
fave thofe of his companions, who leaving them with him, imme¬ 
diately went into the boats, and rowed down the ftream about eight 
miles, to the point where the Coflimbuzar and Jelingeer rivers 
unite: here they found a party of foldiers with feme boats, difpatched 
to efcort them to the army. Having thus elcaped out of the reach of 
danger, they took feme refreftunent, and continued their way before 
day-break, in the boats with the foldiers ; and the next day, at 
three in the afternoon, joined the army at Culnab, a town about 1 < 
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miles to the north of Hughley. Mr. Watts, immediately oil his ar¬ 
rival, lent back one of his own meffengers, who chanced to be in the 
camp,, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety, and of 
the approach of the army. The Armenian Petrus, with the meflen- 
ger from Meer Jaffier, arrived the fame day. The Tartar, with the 
grooms, foon found a boat in which, they embarked, and holding the 
horfes with the bridles lengthened, fwam them all fafely acrofs the 
river j they joined the army the day after Mr- Watts. 

Intelligence of their flight was carried to the Nabob early in the 
morning after their departure, juft as he was about to commence 
hoftiIiti.es againft Meer Jaffier. The information overwhelmed him 
with aftoniffiment and terror; for it convinced him at once of what 
he had hitherto difbelieved, that the Englifh were confederated with 
Jaffier;. and feeing now the whole extent of his danger, magnified 
by his own timidity, he determined, if poffible, to ieparate their 
union; and immediately revoking the orders to attack Jaffier, he 
employed emiffaries to treat with him. At the fame time feveral 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whofe friendftnp Jaffier relied, were ex¬ 
horting him to a reconciliation ; to which he feemingly agreed, but, 
either through fufpicion or fcorn, refufed to vifit the Nabob. Such 
an objection at any other feafon- would have excluded all further in- 
tercourfe; but the Nabob, relinquiftung his ftate, went -to the pa¬ 
lace of Jaffier with a retinue not fufficient to give umbrage- This 
vifit produced an agreement, fanfitified, as ufual, by mutual oaths 
on the Koran- Jaffier promifed neither to join or give affiftance to. 
the Englifh in the impending conteft; the Nabob to permit him m 
foon as peace ftiould be reftored, to retire unmolefted out of the pro¬ 
vince with Iris famiiy and treafures. This interview was on the 
15th, and precarious as the reconciliation was, it elated the Nabob 
fb much, that he immediately wrote in terms of defiance to Colonel 
Clive, although he had not received the manifefto fraught with ac- 
cufations, which Clive had difpatched to him on leaving GHarider- 
nagore- « He reproached the Englifti, in the fharpeft inveaives, 
« with the flight of Mr, Watts. Sufpicion,” he faid, “ that lbme 
« trick was intended, had been the real caufe which had induced 
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« him to keep his army fo long at Plafly ; hut God and the Prophet 
« would punifh thofe by whom the treaty was violated.” He at 
the fame time ordered his whole army, in which were now included 
the troops of jaffier, to affemble with the utmoft diligence at their 
former encampments at Plafly, and lent orders to Mr. Law, who 
was waiting with his party at Boglipore, to come to his affiftance 
with the utmoft expedition. 

The Englifh army arrived and halted on the r6th at Patlee, a 
town on the weftern fhore of the river of Coflimbuzar, about fix 
miles above the junction of this with the Jelingeer river. Twelve 
miles above Patlee, on the lame fhore, is the fort of Cutwah ; the 
walls of which were only of mud ; but it commanded the paflage 
of the river. The governor of this fort had promifed to fur render 
after a little pretended refiftance, and Major Coote was lent forward 
on the 17th with 200 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, one field-piece, and 
a frnall mortar, to fummon the place. The town of Cutwah lies 
about 300 yards fouth of the fort, and is leparated from it by the 
A gey, a river which takes rife in the high lands of Berbohin. 
The detachment landed at midnight,and found the town abandoned; 
but not being able to make ufe either of the field-piece or mortar, 
becaufe fome of their appurtenances had been left behind, remained 
quiet until day-break, when Major Coote -went to the bank of the 
river, and waved a white flag, which for ibme time was anfwered 
only by ihot. However, the governor at length came down to the 
oppofite bank, but inftead of compliance, defied the attack. As foon 
as he was returned into the fort, the Sepoys crofled the river, and, 
under fhelter of a ridge, fired upon the ramparts, whilft the Euro¬ 
peans marched to the left, in order to ford at fome diftance from the 
fort. As foon as the garrilon law them entering the river, they let 
fire to a filed of matts, which had been railed to protect the walls 
from the fun and rain, anil as foon as all parts were in a blaze, they 
made their efcape to the northward. Within the fort, and in fe- 
veral granaries in the neighbourhood, was found as much rice as 
would fuftain 10,000 men for a year. The main body of the army 
arrived at Cutwah in the evening, and encamped on the plain; 

but 
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but the next day tlie rainy fealbn began with fuel) violence, that 1 757 * 
they were obliged to ftrike their tents, and flielter themfelves in j une . 

the huts and houfes of the town. 

The Nabob’s troops feeing in the impending warfare no profpect 
of plunder, as in the hacking of Calcutta, and much more danger, 
clamoroufly refufed to quit the city, until the arrears of their pay 
were difeharged: this tumult laded three days, nor was it appealed 
until they had obtained a large diftribution of money. Colonel Clive 
bad dii'patehed a letter every day lince he lclt Cliandcriiagoit, in¬ 
forming Meer Jaffier of his prog'rels and dations, hut he had hither- 
to received only one letter from Jaffier, which arrived on the 17th, and 
W as dated the day before. In this Jaffier acknowledged his feeming 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Ins oath not to -aliift the Eiiglifh 
againft him; but faid, nevertheless* that the purport of his covenant 
with them mud be carried into execution. This ambiguous com¬ 
munication, at fo decilive a time, made Colonel Clive, dlipedt that 
he might betray the Englilh, by leaguing with the Nabob, and de¬ 
termined him not to crofs the river into the idand of Coffimbuzar 
until this doubt fliould be removed. The two next days paffed in 
difappointed expectations of farther intelligence ;■ but, on the 20th, 
returned the meflenger whom Mr. Watts had dilpatched to Muxa- 
dayad on his arrival at Culnah. He reported, that he had been in¬ 
troduced to Meer Jaffier and his foil Meirum, in a private court of 
their palace, into which, as foon as they began to quedion him, 
came fome other perfons, whom he luppofed to belong to the Na¬ 
bob ; for, as foon as they appeared, Meirum threatened to cut off his 
head as a fpy, and the heads of all the Englilh, if they fliould dare to 
crofs the river into the iflaud. From this report 110 conlequences could 
be drawn ; but in the evening arrived two letters from Meer Jaffier, 
dated on the 19th, one written to his agent Omarbeg, who was in the 
Englilh camp, and the other to Colonel Cive. This only mentioned 
that he fhould begin his march that day from the city, and that his 
tent would be either on the left or the right of the army, from 
whence he promifed to fend more frequent and explicit intelligence; 
having hitherto been deterred by the fear of difeovery, as guards 
were Rationed on all the roads to intercept all meflengers. His let- 
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ter to Omarbeg contained feveral particulars of the reconciliation be¬ 
tween himfelf and the Nabob, and gave fome account of the Bate of 
the array. But neither letter explained his own defigns in the- 
field, or propofed any plan of operations for the English army. This 
communication, therefore, although it abated Colonel Clive’s fuf- 
picions of Jaffier’s treachery, did not confirm him in any reliance 
upon his refolution or affiftance: and much confounded by this per¬ 
plexity, as well as by the danger of coming to adtion without horfe,. 
of which the Englifh had none, he wrote the fame day to the Ra~ 
iah of Burdawan, who was difcontented with the Nabob, inviting 
him to join them with his cavalry, even were they only a thoufand. 
But, recollecting that the princes of Indoflan never join the ftandard 
which doubts of fuccefs, his anxieties increafed by the dread of 
thofe imputations, to which he forefaw the prelent caution of his 
conduCt would be expo fed, if, after having engaged the public wel¬ 
fare in a projeCt of fuch importance and rifque, he fhould recede from 
the attempt in the very hour of event. He, therefore, determined 
to confult his officers, and aflembled them the next day in council.. 
They were 20, and he propofed' to their confideration, ** Whether 
“ the army fhould immediately crofs into the ifland of Coflimbuzar,, 
'** and at all rifques attack the Nabob ? or whether, availing them- 
“ felves of the great quantity of rice which they had taken at Cut- 
** wall, they fhould maintain therafelves there during the rainy 
** feafon, and in the mean time invite the Mbrattoes to enter the 
** province and join them Contrary to the forms ufually practifed' 
in councils of war, of taking the voice of the youngeft officer firft,. 
and afcending from this to the opinion of the prefident, Colonel 
Clive gave his own opinion firft, which was, M to remain at Cut- 
“ wah and then defcended to the loweft according to the fue- 
eeffion of rank. The Majors Kilpatrick and Grant were of the fame 
opinion as himfelf, but Major Coote reafbncd otherwife,. He laid, 
“ that the common foldiers- were at prefent confident of fuccefs; 
“ that a flop fo near the enemy Would naturally quell this ardour, 
“ which it would be difficult to reftore; that the arrival of the 
“ French troops with Mr,. Law would add ftrength to the Nabob’s 
“ force and vigour to his councils; that they would furround the 
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tt Englifli army, and cut off its communication with Calcutta, when 
«< djiftrefles not yet forefeen might ruin it as effectually as the lofs 
<* of a battle. He therefore advifed, that they lhould either ad- 
“ vance and decide the conteft immediately, or immediately return 
“ to Calcutta.” It is very rare that a council of war decides for 
battle; for as the commander never confults his officers in this au¬ 
thentic form, but when great difficulties are to be furmountcd, the 
general communication increafes the fenfe' of rifque and danger 
which every one brings with him to the confultation. Thirteen 
officers were again ft, and only feven voted for immediate aft ion. The 
fanftion of this council in no wile alleviated the anxieties of Clive; 
for, as foon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which con¬ 
vinced him of the abfurdity of flopping where he was ; and afling 
now entirely from himfelf, he gave orders, on his return to his quar¬ 
ters, that the army fttould crofs the river the next morning. 

The ftck were lodged in the fort of Cutwah, and at fun-rife, on 
the 22d, the army began to pafs : all were landed on the oppofite 
fhore by four in the afternoon, at which time another meffenger ar¬ 
rived with a letter from Jaffier, which had likewife been difpatched 
on the 19th, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre¬ 
cautions. The purport was, “ That the Nabob had halted at Mun- 
« carra, a village fix miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar, and intended 
to entrench and wait the event at that place, where Jaffier pro- 
<* poled that the Englilh ffiould attack him by furprize, marching 
« round by the inland part of the Aland.” Colonel Clive imme¬ 
diately fent back the meflenger with this anfwer, “ That he Ihould 
« march to Plafly without delay, and would the next morning ad- 
« vance fix miles farther to the village of Daudpoor; but if Meer 
«« Jaffier did not join him there, he would make peace with the 
«■ Nabob.” Accordingly the troops proceeded before fun-let, con¬ 
forming their march to the progrefs of the boats, which, as before, 
were towed againft the ftream; and having, by uncealing toil, ad¬ 
vanced fifteen miles in eight hours, arrived at one in the morning 
at Plafly. The army immediately took pofleffion of the adjoining 
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grove, when, to their great furprize, the contiimal found of drums; 
clarions, and cymbals, which always accompany the night watches 
of an Indian camp, convinced them that they were within a mile 
of the Nabob’s army. His intention to remain at Muncarra, had 
arifen from a fuppofition that the Englilh would advance imme¬ 
diately after they had' taken Cutwah, and would arrive at Plafly 
before his own could get there ; but as loon as he found that they 
were not fo adtive, he continued his march, and arrived at the camp 
of Plafly twelve hours before them. 

The guards and centinels being ftationed, the reft of the troops 
were permitted to take reft. The foldiers flept; but few of the 
officers, and leaft of all the commander. Oh the other hand, the 
defpondency of the Nabob increafed as the hour of danger approached'. 
Sitting in his tent in the evening of his arrival at the camp, it chanced 
that his attendants quitted him one after another in order to fay their 
ufual prayers at fun-fet, until they left him quite alone; when a 
common fellow, either through ignorance, or with an intention to 
fteal, entered the tent unperceived, until he was difcovered by the 
Nabob ; who ftarting from the gloomy refleftions in which he was 
abforbed, haftily recalled his attendants with this emphatic excla¬ 
mation, M Sure they fee me dead.” 

The grove of Plafly extended north and fbuth about 800 yards in 
length, and 300 in breadth, and was planted with mango-trees, in 
regular rows. It was in doled by a flight bank and ditch, but the 
ditch was choaked with coarfe weeds and brambles. The angle to 
the fouth-weft was 200 yards from the river, but that to the north- 
weft not more than 50. A little to the north of the grove, and on 
the bank of the river, flood a hunting-houfe of the Nabob’s, encom- 
pafled by a garden-wall. The river, a mile before it reaches this 
houfo, curves to the fouth-weft nearly in the fhape ofan horfo-flioe, 
including a peniniula about three miles in circumference, of which 
the neck, from the ftream to the ft ream again, is not more than a 
quarter of a mile acrofs. About 300 yards to the fouth of the pe- 
ninfula, began an entrenchment, which Roydooiub had thrown up 
to fbcure his camp : the louthern face, fronting the grove of Plafly, 
% extended 
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extended nearly in a ftreight line, about 200 yards inland from the 
bank of the river ; and then turning to the uorth-eaft by an obtufe 
angle, continued nearly in this direction about three miles. Within 
this entrenchment encamped the whole army, of which a part- like- 
wile occupied the peninfula. In the angle was raifed a redoubt, on 
which cannon were mounted. About 300 yards to the eaft of this 
redoubt, but without the camp, was a hillock covered with trees ; 
and 800 yards to the fouth of this hillock and the redoubt, was a 
1'mall tank or pond ; and 100 yards farther to the fouth was another, 
but much larger tank': both, as all fuch public refervoirs of water in 
Bengal, were jfurrounded by a large mound of earth at the diflance 
of feme yards from the margin ot the water. 

At day-break, the enemy’s army iffuing from many different open¬ 
ings of the camp, began to advance towards the grove; 50,000 foot, 
18,000 horfe, and 50 pieces of cannon. The greateft part of the 
foot were armed with matchlocks, the reft with various arms, pikes, 
fwords, arrows, rockets. The cavalry, both men and horfes, drawn 
from the northern regions, were much ftouter than any which ferve 
in the armies of Coromandel. The cannon were moftly of the 
largeft calibres* 24 and 32 pounders; and thefe were mounted on 
the middle of a large ftage, raifed fix feet from the ground, carrying 
befides the cannon, all the ammunition belonging to it, and the 
gunners themfelves who managed the cannon, on the ftage itfelf, 
Thefe machines were drawn by 4° 01 5 ° y°ke of white oxen, 
of the largeft lize, bred in the country of Purnea; and behind each 
cannon walked an elephant, trained to a (lift at difficult tugs, by 
fhoving with his forehead againft the hinder part of the carriage. 
The infantry and cavalry marched in many feparate and compact 
bodies. Forty vagabond Frenchmen, under the command of one 
Sinfray, appeared at the larger tank, that neareft the grove, with 
four pieces of light cannon,. Two larger pieces advanced and halted 
on a line with this tank, clofe to the bank of the river. Behind thefe 
polls 5000 horfe and 7000 foot took their ftation under the com¬ 
mand of Meer Murdeen, and the foil of Moonlol. The reft of The 
army m large columns of horfe and foot extended in a curve .from the 
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left of the hillock near their camp, to the ground about 800 yards ' 
eaft of the fouthern angle of the grove of Plafly : and in this' part 
were the troops of Meet Jaffier, Roydoolub, and Lattee. In all the 
openings between the columns were interfperfed the artillery, two, 
three, and four pieces together. 

Colonel Clive, viewing the enemy’s array from the top of the hunt- 
ing-houfe, was furprized at their numbers, as well as the fplendor and 
confidence of their array; but judging, that if his own troops remained 
in the grove, the enemy would impute the caution to fear, and grow 
bolder, he drew them up in a line with the hunting-houfe, and 
facing to the nearcfl tank. They were 900 Europeans, of whom 
100 were artillery-men, and 50 were failors ; 100 Topafles, and 
2100 Sepoys; the artillery were eight field-pieces, all fix-pounders, 
and two howitz : the Topafles were blended in the battalion with 
the Europeans, the failors affifted the artillery-men. The battalion 
1 with three field-pieces on the right, and the fame number on their 
left, were in the centre ; on the right and left of which extended 
the Sepoys in two equal divifions. The other two field-pieces and 
the howitzes were advanced 200 yards in front of the left divifion of 
Sepoys, and polled behind two brick-kilns. This line extended 600 
yards beyond the right of the grove ; hut the diflance of the enemy 
in this quarter, prevented any danger of their falling upon the flank 
before whatfoever troops were ordered could fall back, and range 
along the eaft fide of the grove. The firft fhot was fired by the 
enemy, at eight o’clock, from the tank ; it killed one, and wounded 
another of the grenadier company, which was polled on the right 
of the battalion. This, as a fignal, was followed by the continual 
fire of the reft of the Nabob’s artillery on the plain. But moft of 
their fhot flew too high. The two advanced field-pieces anfwered 
the fire from the tank, and thofe with the battalion acted againft 
the different divifions of heavy artillery on the plain ; but firing out 
of the reach of point-blank fhot, hit none of the enemy’s guns ; 
neverthelefs, every fhot took place, either in one or other of the 
bodies of infantry or cavalry. But ten for one killed, was no ad¬ 
vantage in fuch a difparity of numbers, and in half an hour the 
3 Englifh 
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Englifo loft io Europeans, and 20 Sepoys ; 011 which Colonel Clive 
ordered the whole army to retire into the grove. The enemy elated 
by this retreat, advanced their heavy artillety nearer, and fired with 
greater vivacity than before ; but their foot only ftruck the trees; 
for the troops were ordered to fit down, wliilft the field-pieces alone 
anfwered the enemy’s cannon from behind the bank. Explofions 
of powder were frequently obfervsd amongft their artillery. At 
eleven o’clock Colonel Clive confulted his officers at the drum 
head; and it was refolved to maintain the cannonade during the day, 
but at midnight to attack the Nabob’s camp. About noon a very 
heavy foower covered the plain, and very foon damaged the enemy’s 
powder fo much, that their fire flackened continually; but the Englifo 
ammunition forved on. The Nabob had remained 111 his tent out ot 
the reach of danger, continually flattered by lus attendants andofficers, 
of whom one half were traitors, with afluiances of victoiy, but about 
noon he was informed, that Meer Murdeen, the beft and moft faith¬ 
ful of his generals, was mortally wounded by a cannon-ball. The 
misfortune dillurbed him to excefs ; he immediately fent for Meer 
jaffier; and as foon as he entered the tent, flung his turband on the 
ground, faying, “ Jaffier, that turband you muft defend.” The 
other bowed, and with his hands on his breaft, promifed his utmoft 
fervices ; and returning to his troops and aflociates immediately dis¬ 
patched a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had pafled,. 
and advifing him either to pufo forward in the inftant, or at all 
events, to attack the Nabob’s camp at three the next morning; but 
the meffenger was afraid to proceed whilft the firing continued. In 
the mean time, the terrors of the Nabob mcieafod continually . Boy— 
doolub taking advantage of them, counselled him to return to Ids 
capital : his advice prevailed, and the Nabob ordered the army to re¬ 
treat into the intrenchments.. 

Accordingly, about two o’clock, the enemy ceafed the cannonade,, 
and were perceived yoking the trains of oxen to their artillery, and 
as foon as thefe were in motion, their whole army turned and pro¬ 
ceeded flowly towards the camp. But Sinfray with his party and 

field-pieces ftill maintained his poft at the tank. This was a good 
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ftation to cannonade the enemy from, during their retreat; and 
‘Major Kilpatrick impatient to feize the opportunity, advanced from 
the grove with two companies of the battalion, and two field-pieces, 
marching fait towards the tank, and lent information of his intention, 
and the reafou of it, 'to his commander, who cnanced at tins time 
to be lying - down in the hunting-houfe. Some lay he was afleep ; 
which is not improbable, coniidering how little reft he had had for 
lo many hours before ; but this is no imputation either againft his 
courage or conduct Starting up, he ran immediately to the detach¬ 
ment, reprimanded Kilpatrick fharply for making fuch a motion 
without his orders, commanded him to return to the grove, and bring 
.up the reft of-the army ; and then proceeded himfelf with the de¬ 
tachment to the. tank, which Sinfray, feeing his party left without 
jfupport, abandoned ; and retreated to the redoubt of the intiench- 
ment, where he planted his field-pieces ready to aft again. 

As the main body of the Engiifh troops were advancing to the 
■tank, that part of the Nabob’s army, which in the beginning of the 
aftion had formed oppofite to the ibuth-eaft .angle of the grove of 
Plafly, lingered in the retreat behind the reft, and when they had 
palled the parallel of the grove, halted, faced, and advanced towards 
the north-eaft angle. Thele were the troops of Meer Jaffier ; but 
their fignals not being underftood, it was fuppofed that they intended 
to fall upon the baggage and boats at the grove, whilft the Engiifh 
army were engaged at the tank. Three platoons of the line, whilft 
in march, and a field-piece, were detached to oppofe them, under the 
command of Captain Grant and Lieutenant Rumbold; and Mr. John 
Johnftone, a volunteer, managed the field-piece, the fire of which 
loon flopped the approach of the fuppoled enemy. Mean while the 
army being arrived at the tank, got all their field-pieces upon the 
mound, and from thence began to cannonade into the Nabob’s camp ; 
on which many of the troops came again out of the intrenchment, 
and feveral pieces of their artillery were likewife preparing to return ; 
on this. Colonel Clive advanced nearer, and polled half his troops 
and artillery at the Idler tank, and the other half at a riling ground 
.about 200 yards to the left of it. From thefe .ftations the cannonade 

was 
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was renewed with more efficacy than before, and killed many of the 
oxen which were drawing the artillery, which threw all the trains 
that were approaching into diforder. On the other hand, the 
Frenchmen with Sinfray plyed their field-pieces from the redoubt; 
and matchlocks from the intrenchments, from ditches, hollows, and 
every hole or fhelter, as alfo from the buflies on the hillock eaft of 
the redoubt, kept up a conftant although irregular fire, whilft the 
cavalry advanced feveral times threatening to charge fword in hand, 
but were always flopped and repulfed by the quick firing of the 
field-pieces. Neverthelefs, the Englifh fuffered as much in this, as 
they had during all the former operations of the day. At length 
the troops of Jaffier appeared moving away from the field of battle, 
without joining the reft of the Nabob’s army; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
effort for victory by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, and the 
eminence to the eaft ward of it, in the cover of which an ambufcade 
was fufpected. Two divifions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport both, and to adf, as occafion fhould offer, of itfelf. The 
divifion on the right gained the eminence without firing or receiving 
a fingle fhot. At the fame time the left marched up to the redoubt, 
which Sinfray, finding himfelf again defer ted by his allies, quitted 
without farther refiftance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the Englifh army entered the camp at five o’clock, 
without other obftacle than what they met from tents, artillery, 
baggage, and ftores, difperfed around them, and abandoned by an 
army which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flying before 
them on all fides in the utmoft confufion. 

The caufe of this fudfleu panic was the flight of the Nabob, who 
heating that Meer Jaffier remained inactive on the plain, and that 
the Englifh were advancing to ftorm his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmoft pace of the animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemen. The vi&ejy was decided, and was confirmed by 
the arrival of the meflenger with the letter lent by Meer Jaffier at 
Vol. II. A a noon; 
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noon ; foon after came another, whom Colonel Clive immediately 
returned with a note, requefling Meer Jaffier to meet him the next 
morning at Daudpore. 

The EngHfti foldiers being told, that they fhould receive a dona¬ 
tion of money, received the orders to march on to Daudpore with 
acclamations, nor fhewed any defire to Hop for the plunder which 
lay fpread around them. They halted, however, until the commif- 
fiiries had taken pofieffion of as many oxen as fofficed for all the artil¬ 
lery and carriages of tire army: their own being much inferior to the 
Nabob’s. A detachment was fent forward, under Major Coote, to 
purfue, or rather to obferve if the enemy rallied; and the whole 
army arrived at eight o’clock, and refted at Daudpore. This impor¬ 
tant viftory was gained with little lofs. Only 16 Sepoys were killed, 
and 36 wounded, many of whom flightly : and of the Europeans 
about 20 were killed and wounded; of which number, fix of the 
killed, and ten of the wounded, were of the artillery, as were like- 

wife the only two officers who were wounded during the different 
operations of the day. 

In the morning. Colonel Clive deputed Mr. Scrafton and Omarbeg 
to condua Meer Jaffier to Daudpore, who received them with re- 
ferve, and an air of anxiety, as if he apprehended, that the Engliffi 
relented his conduit, in not having joined them, conformably to hk 
promifes; he, however, immediately proceeded with them to Daud¬ 
pore, accompanied by his fon Meirum, and his ufiual retinue 
On entering the Engliffi camp, he alighted from his elephant, and 
the guard drew out, and refted their arms, to receive him with the 
nfual honours. Not knowing the meaning of this compliment, he 
ftarted back, as if he thought it a preparation to his deftruaion; 
but Colonel Chve advancing haftily, embraced, and faiuted him 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Onxa, which removed his fears. 
They conferred about an hour, he making fo me apologies, and the 
Colonel no reproaches; but advifed him to proceed immediately to 
the city, and not to fuffer Surajah Dowlah to efcape, nor his treafures 
to be plundered. Meer Jaffier returning to his. troops, haftened with 
them to Muxadavad, and arrived there in the evening, that is of 
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the 24th. Colonel Clive then difpatched letters to Roydoolub, Catty, 
and Moiiickchund, and to Mqnickclumd he promifed that no en¬ 
quiry fhould be made concerning the plunder of Calcutta, The army 
proceeded in the afternoon, and halted fix miles beyond Daodpore. 

Surajah Dowlah got to the city before the midnight after the 
battle; and not a few of bis principal officers arrived there almoft 
as foon as himfelf. Thefe he afi tin bled in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver himfelf up to the Englifh, which he imputed to trea¬ 
chery ; others propofed, that lie fhould encourage the army by the 
offer of great rewards, and appear again at their head in the morn¬ 
ing. This he feemed to approve, and, having ordered an immediate 
diftribution of three months pay to the troops, difmiffed the council, 
and retired into the feraglio, where, left to his own reflexions and 
his women, his terrors returned. 

The next morning, the 24th, he fent away his women, with 50 
elephants laden with their furniture and neceflaries, and with them 
a great part of his own jewels, and foxrie gold rupees : and determined 
to efcape himfelf in the night; but, having loft all confidence in 
every officer of dlft motion, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intrufted his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feraglio. The arrival of Meer Jaffier in the even¬ 
ing, although he attempted nothing immediately, haftened the 
Nabob’s departure. Having difguifed himfelf in a mean drefs, he 
went fecretly at ten o’clock at night out of a window, carrying a 
cafket of his moft valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubine and the eunuch. They got undifeovered into a boat, which 
the eunuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace: it immediately 
rowed away to the northward. It was his intention to efcape to Mr. 
Law, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Meer Jaffier was in¬ 
formed of his flight, and immediately lent feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning, the whole city was in confulion, no one 
knowing what was become of their late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his ftation occupied by any other. Mooniol, and feveral others of 
the Nabob’s familiars, were taken in the forenoon, endeavouring to 
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make their efcape; and the next day the women, with the elephants 
belonging to the feraglio, which the Nabob had fent away previous to 
his own departure, were flopped by fome of Meer Jaffier’s troops at 
Bogwongolla, a town on the great arm of the Ganges, 15 miles to- 
the N; E. of Muxadavad. 

The Englifh army arrived at noon, the 25th, and halted at Mau- 
dipoor, from whence Colonel Clive fent forward Mr. Watts and Mr. 
Walfh, attended by 100 Sepoys: they arrived at three in the afternoon 
in the city, and vifited Meer Jaffier, who then difpatched more 
parties in purfuit of Su rajah Dowlah. Their vifit convinced the in¬ 
habitants whom they were to look up to as their future lord, and 
their exhortations, feconded by the vicinity of the Englifh army, 
encouraged Meer Jaffier to proclaim himfelf Nabob. 

The next day, the 26th, Watts and Walfh vifited the Seats, where 
they met Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
payment of the flipulated monies, but Roydoolub infilled pertinaeiouflv 
that the whole amount of Surajah Dowlah r s treafures was not fuffi- 
cient to fupply it. The reflitution, with the donations to the fqua- 
dron, the army, and the committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donations were 
promifed, which have fince been the foundation of feveral fortunes 
although not then publicly avowed. 

Mr. Watts propofed, that the Seats fhould fupply the deficiency,, 
and repay themlelves out of the future revenues. Roydoolub re¬ 
plied, that the Seats could not advance crores of rupees ; a crore is 
10,000,000. His objections raifed as unfavourable prejudices of his 
character, as were entertained of Omichund; but the next day, the. 
27th, the deputies had real caufe to think evil of him; for the Seats 
fent Rungeet Roy to inform them, that a confutation had been 
held in the night, between Roydoolub, Meerum the Ion of Meer 
Jaffier, and Cuddum Huffiqh Cawn, an officer of diflintfion, in 
which it was propofed to affaffinate Colonel Clive, who intended to 
have gone to the city that day; but changed his refoiution on this 
notice,^ and waited all the next at CofEmbuzar for farther in¬ 
formation concerning this plot; during which, his apprehenfions 
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were removed, but by what intelligence we do not know. On the 
29th in the morning, he entered the city, efcorted by 200 of the 
battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, called Moraudbaug, and 
ipacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accom¬ 
panied him. Here he was immediately vilited by Meerum, with 
whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, where Meer 
Jaffier with all the great officers in the city were waiting for him. 
In the hall of audience was fixed the Mufnud or throne, in which 
Surajah Dowlah uled to appear in public. Jaffier, after the flrft la- 
lutation at the entrance, returned towards the inner part of the hall with 
Colonel Clive, and feemed defirous to avoid the Mufnud , r , which 
Clive perceiving, led him to it, and having placed him on it, made 
obeifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ufual forms, 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees : he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them lo 
good a prince, in exhange for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah ; on 
which they likewife paid homage, and prefented gold- The next 
morning Jaffier vilited Clive,- and conferred with him on the Hate 
of the treafury, alledging, as Roydoolub had done, that there was 
not fufficient to anfwer all his engagements to the Englilh, but 
that he was neverthelefs ready to agree to any reafonable accommo¬ 
dation. Clive propofed, and Jaffier agreed, to refer the matter to 
the Seats ; and, in order to extinguiffi as foon as poffible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to the houle of the ■ Seats, 
accompanied by Watts, Scrafton, Meerum, and Roydoolub. Omi- 
chund, who was attending, followed, thinking himfelf, at this very 
time, in as high a degree of eftimation with Clive, as any one.who 
had contributed to the revolution ; but, on his arrival at the Seats, . 
finding that he was not invited to the carpet where the others were 
in conference, he fat down at.a diftance near the outward part of the 
hall. 

The treaties, as written in Perfic and Englilh, were read, explained, , 
and acknowledged. After much converfation, Roydoolub infilling 
always on the fcantinefs of. the treafury, it -was agreed that one half 
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of the money ftipulations Ihould be paid immediately; two thirds 
of this half in coin, and one third in jewels, plate, and effe&s, at a 
valuation; but that the other half Ihould be difcharged in three years 
at three equal payments : Roydoolub was allowed a commiffion of 
five in the hundred on the fums for reftitution, which amounted to 
17,700,000 rupees, and this was one of the gratuities which had been 
held out to Omichund. The conference being ended, Clive and 
Scrafton went towards Omichund, who was waiting in full affurance 
of hearing the glad tidings of his good fortune; when Clive faid, “ It 
« is now time to undeceive Omichundon which, Scrafton faid to 
him in the Indoftan language, « Omichund, the red paper is a trick; 
« you are to have nothing.” Thefe words overpowered him like a 
biaft of fulphur; he funk back, fainting, and would have fallen to 
the ground, had not one of his attendants caught him in his arms ; 
they carried him to his palankin, in which they coveyed him to his 
houfe, where he remained many hours in ftupid melancholy, and 
began to (hew fome fymptoms of infamty. Some days after, he 
vifited Colonel Clive, who advifed him to make a pilgrimage to fome 
pagoda; which he accordingly did foon after, to a famous one near 
Maulda: he went, and returned infane, his mind every day more 
and more approaching to idiotifm; and, contrary to the ufual 
manners of old age in Indoftan, ftill more to the former excellence 
of his under (landing, he delighted in being continually dreffed in 
the richeft garments, and ornamented with the moft coftly jewels. 
In this ftate of imbecillity, he died about a year and a half after the 
ihock of his difappointment. Grounded on his importance, by 
knowing the fecret, he held out the terror of betraying it, to fecure 
his own advantages. Whether he would have betrayed it, if re¬ 
filled, is uncertain; for part of his fortune was in the power of 
the Englilh, and he had the utmoft vengeance of Jaffier and his 
confederates to fear. However, the experiment was not to be tried. 
But, on the other hand, as his tales and artifices prevented Surajah 
Dowlah from believing the reprefentations of his moft trufty ler- 
vants, who early fulpe&ed, and at length were convinced, that 
the Englilh were confederated with Jaffier; the 2,000,000 of 

rupees 


Book VII. Surajah Dowlah, iS^ 

rupees he expe&ed fhould have been paid to him, and he left to 1757. 

enjoy them in oblivion and contempt. '—v—' 

On the 2d of July, two days after the conference at the Seats, July, 

news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah was taken, and the re¬ 

port excited murmurs araongft a great part of the army encamped: 
around. The rowers of his boat, fatigued with exeeffive toil, Hop¬ 
ped in the night at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu¬ 
bine, took fhelter in a deferted garden; where he was difcovered 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whdfe ears he had 
eaufed to be cut off, when at this place about 13 months before 
he took the fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in¬ 
tended expedition againfl Purneah, to the deflruCHon of Calcutta. 

The injured man revealed him to the brother of Meer Jaffier, re¬ 
ading in the town, and he to the foldiers who were feeking him. 

They hurried him back to Muxadavad with the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize ; and to recommend them- - 
felves Hill more to their employers, treated him with every kind of 
infolence and indignity compatible with the prefervation of his life. 

In this manner they brought him, about midnight, as a common, 
felon, into the prefence of Meer Jaffier, in the very palace which 
a few days before had been the feat of his own refidence and def- 
potic authority. It is faid that Jaffier feemed to be moved with 
compaffion; and well he might, for he owed all his former for¬ 
tunes to the generality and favour of Allaverdy, who died in firm 
reliance, that Jaffier would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his darling adoption; who, himfelf, to Jaffier at leaft, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah proflrated himfelf, and with ex- 
ceffive tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
Ion of Jaffier, a youth not feventeen, fierce, barbarous, and in his 
nature cruel as Surajah Dowlah himfelf, infilled on inflant death. 

Jaffier ordered the prifoner to be removed, and the foldiers who had 
taken led him into a diftant chamber, one of the vilefl of the pa¬ 
lace, which they guarded in expectation of farther orders. Moll of 
the principal men in the government were at this time in the pa¬ 
lace , fome to teflify their refpeCls, others to tranfaCt the affairs of 

their 
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their offices. All thefe Jaffier confulted. Some, although they 
had before trembled at the frown of Surajah Dowlah, now de- 
fpifed the meannefs of his nature, more than they had dreaded the 
malignancy of his difpolition: other’s, for their own fakes, did 
not chufe to encourage their new fovereign in defpotic a£ts of blood- 
Ihed: feme were actuated by veneration for the memory of Alla- 
verdy: others wifhed to preferve Surajah Dowlah, either as a refource 
to themfelves, or as a refiraint upon Jaffier: all thefe propofed a 
ftrift but mild imprifonment. But the reft, who were more fubtle 
courtiers, feconded the opinion of Meerum, rep refen ting the rifques 
of revolt and revolution to which the government of Jaffier would 
continually be expofed, whilft Surajah Dowlah lived. Jaffier him- 
felf gave no opinion ; and Meerum feeing his unwillingnefs to pro¬ 
nounce, advifed him to go to reft; and he himfelf would take care 
of the priibner. Jaffier, pretending to underhand thefe words as 
if they meant no violence, dif miffed the aflembly, and retired into 
the inward apartments of the palace; when Meerum privately fent 
one of his own menial fervants, in whom he moft confided, to the 
guard, with the fatal mandate; which they received with the ruth- 
lefs alacrity of ruffians who murder for reward. Their boifterous 
intrufion into the chamber immediately convinced Surajah Dowlah 
of their purpofe, and the infkuit terrors of death threw him into a 
ftrong agony of bitter lamentation. At length he recovered fuffi- 
ciently to afk leave to make his ablutions, and to fay his prayers. 
A pot of water chanced to be near, which the executioners, impa¬ 
tient to perform their work, haftily threw over his head. The fer- 
vant then flruck with his poignard, and the others finiflied the maf- 
facre with their fwords. His mangled remains were expofed, in the 
morning, through the city, upon an elephant, and then carried to 
the tomb of Allaverdy, where they were buried. The populace 
beheld the proceffion with awe and confirmation; and the foldieiy, 
having no longer the option of two lords, accepted the prcrpifes of 
Jaffier, . and refrained from tumult. 
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Thus perifhed Surajah Dowlah, in the 20th year of his age, and 
the 15th month of his reign, by the hands of violence, as his father 
and grandfather had perifhed before him; and by means not unlike 
thole which were employed by both his grandfathers to deftroy the 
heir of their benefactor, by whom they, as Jaffier by them, had 
. been promoted from obfcurity to the higheft ranks of the Hate. 
There were found with his fecretary copies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Bully in Chicacole, and to Mr. Law in Behar. In one 
to Mr. Bully, dated a few days after he had fworn to the peace con¬ 
cluded with the Englilh on the 6th of February, he prefleth him to 
fend 3000 men under the command of trufty officers, and in another 
invites him to march himfelf with his whole force into Bengal. To 
Mr. Law he writes loon after his departure into Behar, and before 
the confederacy againft himfelf began to move, that he is determined 
to attack the Englilh, and orders him to return immediately with 
his -party to Muxadavad. Tyrant as he was, if he had refpefted the 
advice of his grandfather Allaverdy, and not have excited the detes¬ 
tation of the Gentoos, at the fame time that he was rendering him¬ 
felf dreadful to the principal Mahomedan officers of his court, the 
Englilh'would have found no alliance iufficient to have ventured the 
lifque of dethroning him: but it is probable that the fame iniquity 


of character, which urged him to the deftruCtion of Calcutta, would 
foon have called forth other avengers of other atrocious deeds. 

The party of Frenchmen, with Mr. Law, advanced from Bogli- 
pore as foon as they received the laffc fummons of Surajah Dowlah, 
but fo late, that they had not palled Tacriagully, when they heard 
fome confuted reports of the battle of Plafly, on which Mr. Law 
halted, waiting for more certain information. Had he immediately 
proceeded 20 miles farther, he would the next day have met and faved 
Surajah Dowlah, and an order of events, very different from thole 
which we have to relate, would in all probability have enfued. After 
waiting two days at Tacriagully, Mr. Law 7 received intelligence that 
he was taken ; on which he immediately marched back into Behar, 
intending to offer Ills fervice to Ramnarain, the vice-nabob of the 
province. 
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Of all the Gentoos whom Allaverdy had raifed to high appoint¬ 
ments, Ramnarain feems to have been the only one, whole gratitude 
had not been eftranged by the defpotic caprices of Surajah Dowlah.. 
But they were conne&ed by the fame refentments: for, whilft Sura- 
jah Dowlah was harbouring grudge againft Meer Jaffier at Muxada- 
vad, Ramnarain was at variance with a brother, and a brother- in¬ 
law of Meer Jaffier, who held conliderable employments at Patna.. 
The knowledge of this animofity had deterred Roydoolub, although 
connected with Ramnarain by religion as well as bufinefs, from at¬ 
tempting to gain liis concurrence to the confederacy; nor does it 
appear that Ramnarain knew any thing of it until it was brought to 
the point of decifion. In the mean while, he regarded the party 
with Mr. Law as an important relource to Surajah Dowlah, in cafe 
hoftilities ffiould be renewed with the Englilh, and had accordingly 
fupplied them, although fecretly, with the means of fubfiftance 
ever fince they had retreated into his province. The new regency 
at Muxadavad had, therefore, no reafen to expert his willing ac- 
quiefcence to the revolution, or not to fufpect that he would not 
entertain the party with Mr. Law, and even {Lengthen himfelf Rill 
more by alliances with the neighbouring powers to the weftward. 
The beft means of averting thefe confequences con lifted in fending 
a detachment expedite and ftrong enough to deftroy the French 
party before they reached Patna, or a force lufficient to deter Ram- 
naraiii from taking them into his pay when they fhould arrive there., 

Meer Jaffier, notwithftanding the feeming acquiefcence of the 
foldiery to his acceffion, was afraid to truft any conliderable body of 
them at a diftance, and efpecially in the precarious province of Be- 
bar; but was alhamed to acknowledge his miftruft, which Clive pene¬ 
trated, and determined to undertake the expedition with the Englifli- 
troops alone.. The detachment confifted of 230 Europeans, three 
companies each of 100 Sepoys, 50 Lafcars, aiid two field-pieces, 
both fix-pounders, and Major Coote was appointed to the command. 
The baggage, ftores, carriages, ammunition, and provifions, were 
laden in 4 a boats, all of which were veiy ill equipt, whether with- 

rowers 
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rowers or tackle; and, neverthelefs, were not ready before the 6th 
of July, wheii they left Muxadavad; by which tune the French 
party had got half-way t© Patna. 

The news of the battle of Plafly was brought to Calcutta on the 
25th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, the go¬ 
vernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
victory was deemed decifive; and all reftraints of fecrecy being now 
removed, the purport of the treaties w ere immediately revealed by 
the members of the council to all they met. I11 a few minutes all 
the inhabitants of the town, impatient to hear or tell, were in the 
flreets. The rellitution of public and private property; the dona¬ 
tions to the fquadron, the army, and individuals; the grants to the 
company; the privileges to the Englilh commerce; the companion 
of the prolperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this very feafon in the . preceding year: in a 
word, this fudden reverfe and profufion of good fortune intoxicated 
the Headieft minds, and hurried every one into the excefles of in¬ 
temperate joy; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at leaft for a while, to familiarity and good-will; for 
every one law that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and inleparably blended with that of every other per Ion in the 
lettlement. 

The prelidency immediately prepared a veflel to carry thele wel¬ 
come tidings to England. Mr. Maningham, who had been deputed 
from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this time to Calcutta, 
was immediately fent to Muxadavad, where Colonel Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himfelf, were appointed to aft as a committee in the 
management of all public affairs. Their firft care was to get the 
money Hipulated by the treaties. Roydoolub per filled in his afler- 
tions of the Icantiuefs of Su rajah Dowlah’s treafury, and endea¬ 
voured to prove them by fafts which were not true. At length, 
after a variety of difeuffions and equivocations, the committee by the 
6th of July received, in coined hlver, 7,271,666 rupees. This trea¬ 
sure was packed up in 700 chefts, and laden in 100 boats, which 
proceeded under the care of loldiers to Nudiah ; from whence they 
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were efcorted by all the boats of the {quadran and many others, 
proceeding with banners dilplayed and mufick founding, as a tri¬ 
umphal proceflion, to contrail that in which the inhabitants of the 
Ganges had leen Surajah Dowlali returning the year before from the 
dedru&ion of Calcutta. Never before did the Englifh nation at 
one time obtain fuch a prize in folk! money; for it amounted (in 
the mint) to 800,000 pounds fterling. From real or pretended dif¬ 
ficulties, no more money was received until the 9 th of Auguft, 
when Roydoolub paid 1,655,358 rupees ; and on the 30th of the 
fame month he delivered gold, jewels, and cafh, amounting to 
1,599,737 ru P ees: the three payments amounted to 10,765,737 
rupees. The whole fum agreed to be paid, as one half of the ftipir- 
lations of the treaty, was 11,350,000 rupees: the deficiency,584,905, 
was fHll delayed; but the commiflion which had been promifed was 
paid to Roydoolub. 

During the receipts of the money the committee had likewi’fe at¬ 
tended to the other articles of the treaty. A mint was eflablifhed at 
Calcutta, and the fird rupees were coined there on the 19th of 
Auguft. Agents were fent to re-edablifh the fubordinate factories. 
Mandates from the Nabob were ifliied for the freedom of the Eng-- 
lilh trade throughout the province, but permitting it only under the 
nfual paflport of the company’s duftuck, and without exemption 
from the former prohibitions of dealing in any commodities, except¬ 
ing fiich as were imported, or were purchafed to be exported to fea. 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded 1 to the com¬ 
pany, fouth of Calcutta, for they had never been-furveyed by th'e 
government: and great quantities of fait being manufactured in the 
did rifts neared the fea, the tenants and renters, who gained much 
by this commodity, were averfo to the introduction of new mailers, 
who, as merchants, might wifh to appropriate this trade to thenr- 
lelves: their patrons, refenting the lofs of thole prelents and ad¬ 
vantages, which they received for their protection, liiggefted every 
obftacle to prevent the Nabob from giving thele didrifts to the 
Englifh; and prevailed' lb far,, that it was agreed the company Ihoukl 

not 
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not exercife any authority in them, until all the lands had been 

furveyed, and every man’s pofleffion afcertained. 

All the profperities which had been imagined on the news of the 
battle of Plathy were now realized in Calcutta. A committee of the 
moft refpeaable inhabitants-were appointed to diffribute. the money 
received for the reflitution of the Ioffes of individuals, and executed 
the office with-much difcretion and equity. Commerce revived 
throughout the lettlement, and affluence began to ipread in e\eiy 
houfe;. but as it is the nature of man to err with great changes 
of fortune, many,, not content with the undilputed advantages ac¬ 
cruing - from the revolution, mimed lateiy began to tiade in I nit and 
other articles, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Europeans; 
and Meer Jaffier complained of thefe encroachments within a month 
after his acceffion, which, although checked for the prelent, were 
afterwards renewed,, and at laft produced much moie milcliiT than, 
even diimtereffed fagacity could have ibrefeeii. 

Admiral Watfon barely lived to fee the effeds of thofe fueceffes, 
to which his conduct had lb much contributed; he died on the 
16th of Auguft, after five days illnefs, of the malignant fevei pe¬ 
culiar at~ this feafon of the year to the lower climate of Bengal. . 
The franknefs and integrity of his nature, and his zeal for the ho¬ 
nour of. his ; nation, had. endeared him to all ranks of hia country¬ 
men, wherefcever he appeared in India.- _ ^ 

In this interval continual advices had been received from lViajoi 
Goote of the progrefs of his detachment, which had met with even 
more interruptions than might have been expeded from the inef¬ 
ficiencies of the outfet. The boats* for want of. rowers, .could not 
be towed .as faff as the troops marched on fhore T which obliged him, 
before they arrived at the head of .the iffand of Coffimbuzar, to prefs 
■87 men out of three large trading boats which were coming, down 
the river. On the loth of July, which was the 4th day after their 
departure from Muxadavad, the troops, and on the nth the boats, 
arrived at Rajahmahal, 40 miles beyond Muxadavad, where a bro¬ 
ther of Meer Jaffier commanded; he had fent 120 horie to meet the 
detachment on the road, and promifed every other kind of affiftance. 
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but afforded none. However, after five days delay, the boats were 
repaired, but the horfemen refilled to proceed without two months 
pay, which Major Coote had neither money or orders to furnifh: he 
therefore continued his march without them on the 13th, and oh 
the 18 th arrived at Boglipore, which is 65 miles from Rajahmahal. 
Here he received intelligence, that Mr. Law’s party had four 
days before palled the city of Patna, which is 55 miles beyond 
Boglipore. Major Coote left this place on the 1 pth, and was followed 
the next day by 60 horfemen, fent by the governor under the com' 
mand of his fon. On the 21ft, the horfemen, troops, and boats, ar¬ 
rived at Mongheir, which by the road is 35 miles farther. The 
garrifon, on the appearance of the detachment, who expedted to 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the ramparts, and fhewed 
their lighted matches, which obliged the troops to march round 
the walls. On the 23d they arrived at Burhia, 30 miles farther on. 
By this time fo many mifchances had happened to the fleet of boats, 
feveral having been loft, others (branded, and fome continually 
breaking from the towing lines, that Major Coote landed the field- 
pieces and ammunition at Burhia, and the fame evening proceeded 
lix miles farther to Darriapore. At two in the afternoon of the 
next day the troops arrived at Panarack, 11 miles farther. 
During this march all the European foldiers were holding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfhips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to reach Patna, reiolved to relerve their chaftifement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate difgrace, put them all into the 
boats, and the fame evening marched himfelf at the head of the Sepoys 
5 miles farther to the town of Bahar. Proceeding with them the next 
day, which was the 25th, whilft the Europeans were following at 
leifure, he arrived at night at Futwah, which is 26 miles from 
Bahar, and only feven from Patna. During this day’s march he 
received two letters, and they were the firft, from Ramnaraim, apo¬ 
logizing for the efcape of the French party, and imputing it to the 
want of timely notice from Meer Jaffier. Soon after a deputation 
of his principal officers arrived at Futwah, under the pretence of 
compliment, but in reality to obferve the force, and difeover the 

inten- 
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intentions, of Major Coote. They informed him that Ramnarain 
had returned only two days before from an expedition againft two 
difobedient chiefs of Moy and Sader, whole diftricls lay about 30 
miles fouth-eaft of Patna; that immediately on his return he had 
proclaimed Meer Jaffier Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa ; that 
he had fent forward 2000 of his troops, horfe and foot, in purfuit of 
Mr. Law, and that he had dilbanded the greateft part of the reft. 
The next day, the 26th, at ten in the forenoon, the whole detach¬ 
ment, as well as the boats, arrived at the Englifh factory, which is 
a fpacious building fituated on the bank of the river, juft without the 
weftern wall of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared to 
viiit Ramnarain, but was prevented by a meflage, defiring him to 
take fbme rcpofe,. and to defer his vifit until the next day: in the 
afternoon three Europeans and fome Sepoys, who were leading fome 
cattle to the factory, were, without provocation, afiaulted and woun¬ 
ded by a number of Peons belonging to the garrifon.. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarain, who fhewed no inclination to 
redrefs the outrage ; and moreover defired Major Coote not to vifit 
him, as was intended, the next day, left the ceremonial foould give 
occafion to quarrels betwixt their refpefldve attendants. An Englifh 
officer, likewife, walking in the town, overheard two men of con¬ 
dition, who did not fuppofo him to underftand their language, 
talking of a defign to mafiacre the Englifh detachment. In the 
night many of the Europeans got drunk, and 30 of the moft difor- 
derly, who had likewife been foremoft in the mutiny on the road,, 
were felected, and confined for punifhment. 

The next day Major Coote conferred with Mahmud Amy the 
brother, and Meer Coffum, the brother in law, of Meer Jaffier.. 
They informed him that the French party might eafily have been 
flopped, if Ramnarain had fo willed ; that, on hearing of the death 
of Surajah Dowlah, he had font to Sujah Dowlah, the neighbour¬ 
ing and powerful fubah of Dude, propofing to render himfolf inde¬ 
pendent of Bengal, if Sujah Dowlah would affift him with his 
forces, and requefting him to protect the French party on the fron¬ 
tiers, until it might be neceffary to recal them to Patna; that Svl- 
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jah Dowlah encouraged his views, but was prevented by events, 
which more immediately concerned himfelf, from marching with 
liis army into Bahar. They likewife averted that Ramnarain had 
confulted his confidents on the means of deftroying the Engtfh de¬ 
tachment. This information determined the Major to proceed with 
all expedition to the frontiers of Oude. 

The next day the 30 mutineers were tried and flogged; this pu- 
nifhment was judged adequate to their offence, becaufe of the great 
fatigues they had endured: for they had marched from Rajamahol 
to Patna in eleven days and a half, without the intermiffion of one 
day’s halt, and the diftance, meafured by a perambulator, is 20 z 
miles. 

A day paffed in making preparations for the outfet-; but all the 
attendants of the camp, and many of the boatmen, finding they were 
to go farther, took fright and ran away; and it was impoffible to 
collect others without the affiftance of the government, which Ram¬ 
narain promifed, but did not fupply half the requifite number. How¬ 
ever in this and the fucceeding day all the boats, as well as the troops, 
aflembled at Bankipore, a garden belonging to the company about 
five miles from the city, and on the fame fide of the river. The 
next day the detachment moved fix miles farther to Dinapore, and 
the' day after, which was the firft of Auguft, joined the troops which 
Ramnarain pretended to have fent forward in purfuit of Mr. Law, 
with whom they halted at Moneah, a eonfiderable town fifteen miles 
from Dinapore, fituated at the confluence of the river Soan with 
the Ganges, where Hybutjung, their commander, refufed to pro¬ 
ceed any farther. The troops of the detachment, with their am¬ 
munition; eroded the Ganges, and marched on the other fide, whilft 
the bullocks, baggage, and attendants, eroded the Soan, and proceeded 
along the fouthern fide of the Ganges until they came oppofite to 
Chuprah, when it took three days to ferry them over; for the bed 
of the river is in this part three miles broad, and the officer ot the 
diftrict failed to furnifh the boats and other alfidances he had pro¬ 
mifed. At Chuprah the company have a houie effablifhed to col¬ 
led! falt-petre, of which great quantities are made in this, and fome 
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of the neighbouring diftricts. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the feveral chiefs in this part of Behar had enlifted forces to affift 
Ramnarain ; and fpies reported that they had left Mr. Law’s party at 
Benafez, which is by the road at leaft 140 miles beyond Chuprah, 
and that they were fupplied there by Bulwanfing, the Rajah of the 
diftrift, who was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Oude. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, but certain of producing imme¬ 
diate hoftilities with Sujah Dowlah, whofe territory commenceth 
at the river Dewah, which difembogues into the Ganges 18 miles 
to the weft of Chuprah. The Major, therefore, refolved to wait 
here for farther orders, and on the 12th received a letter from Colo¬ 
nel Clive, inftructing him, as a fcheme of Meer Jaffier’s, to return 
to Patna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud Amy Cawn, to 
wreft the government from Ramnarain. The troops, leaving the 
baggage to follow, embarked early the next morning; and fuch is 
the ftrength of the ftream at this feafon of the year, that they ar¬ 
rived at Patna by noon, although the diftance along the courfe of 
the river is 44 miles. It appeared to the Major that the only means 
of executing his inftru&ions would be to affault the citadel, in 
which Ramnarain always refided, and at this time only with 
2000 men ; but Mahmud Amy reprefented that their force was not 
fufficient to inveft it fo clofely as to prevent Ramnarain from 
efcaping by fome of the fecret pafiages, and propofed to defer the 
attempt until he himfelf ihould be joined by 1500 of Ramnarain’s 
troops, whom he had engaged to defert. 

But by this time Ramnarain had taken the alarm, probably by 
information from his friends at Muxadavad of the orders fent to 
Major Coote and Mahmud Amy, which, confirmed by the hafty 
return of the detachment from Chuprah, frightened him fo much, 
that he now fpared no attentions to the Major, and received his 
vifit with much affectation of complacence. Two days after, the 
Major received a letter from Meer Jaffier, fraught with fufpicions 
that Mahmud Amy had born falfe witnefs againft Ramnarain, as a 
pretext for levying forces, with the intention of feizing the govern¬ 
ment for himfelf. Enough has not been difeovered of the fecrets 
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of Jaffier to account for this abrupt change and contradiction of an 
opinion, which had hitherto been the greateft anxiety of his mind. 
His letter, however, precluded all farther intentions of hoftility ; and 
on the 22d a conference was held by appointment in the citadel, 
to difcufs and reconcile all differences. Major Coote and the two 
brothers, Mahmud Amy and Meer Coffim, came each with-: 
ftrong efforts, and Ranmarain was attended by all his principal of¬ 
ficers. The two brothers, with the calmnefs peculiar to the manners 
of Indofhn, accufed him of a defign to affaffinate them, which 
indeed had been reported in the city ; then of his intention to rebel 
againft Meer Jaffier, in proof of which they urged his connivance 
at the paffage of the French troops through Behar, the oaths he 
had taken from the officers of his army, his correfpondence and pro- 
pofals to Sujah Dowlah. Ramnarain folemiily denied all thefe 
accufations, and produced a letter he had juft received from Sujah 
Dowlah, which indicated no fuch. intentions as were imputed to - 
their correfpondence : he then faid, it was- true,., that he had been, 
attached to the late Nabob, becaufe his fortunes -had been raifed by 
the princes of his family; but now that Surajah Dowlah was 
no more, and none of his family remaining worthy or capable of the 
government, on whom fhould he fc naturally wiftt to depend as on 
Meer Jaffier, whom their common patron, Allaverdy, had raifed lo 
near his own perfon and dignity. He then called a bramin, and,, 
in the prefence of his officers, and a crowd of attendants, folemnly 
fwore allegiance and fidelity to Meer Jaffier, and friendlbip and good¬ 
will to Meer Coffim and Mahmud Amy. The two brothers re¬ 
turned the compliment,, by taking an oath on the koran that their 
heart was clear of all ill-will to Ramnarain, and fhould continue lo. 
They then embraced him,, and all the three Major Coote, as the - 
mediator of this reconciliation. Neverthelefs, neither fide believed 
the other, but each wifhed to gain time, and to wait events: for 
Ramnarain knew that the orders from Muxadavad would prevent 
Major Coote and the brothers of Meer Jaffier from acting againft 
him at prefent; and they knew that he, difappointed of the affifi¬ 
ance. 
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ance of Sujah Dowlah, would be fubmiffive, until he was better pre¬ 
pared to afiert independence. 

Before this conference Meer Jaffier had determined to recall the 
detachment; hut Major Coote did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of September, and in the interval the troops re¬ 
mained, uninterrupted by any alarms, in the company’s fadtoiy an- 
joining to the city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, and arrived in feven days at Muxadavad, 
although the diftance is 300 miles. 

The confederacies of ambition are as liable to be broken by fuccefs 
as difappointment. Meer Jaffier had many relations; and not only 
they, but all others who were his adherents or dependants before 
his acceffion to the Naboblhip, thought they had the beft right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes; and thofe, who without pre¬ 
vious connexion had acquiefced to the revolution, thought their title 
better. But the donations to the Englilh had exhaufted the treafury, 
and none of tlie officers of the government could be removed with¬ 
out infringing the declarations by which Jaffier had obtained the 
general fubmiffion to his fovereignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
Some money had been diftributed amongft the army of the govern¬ 
ment, but much lefs than their expeftations; and their difcontent 
acquired preemption by the complaints of the whole populace of 
Muxadavad, who had beheld with deteftation the gold and filver of 
the capital oftentatioufly carried away by foreigners. A large fum 
Bill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and the 
term of the firft payment of the fecond half was approaching, for it 
fell in October; and the committee at Muxadavad were continually 
preffing the treafury for the balance already due. 

There is no prince in Indoftan, who does not try every means to 
avoid the payment of money, ftipulated at a diftant period; and Meer 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who weie the heads 
nf the Englilh nation, would relax their ftri&nefs in the public 
terms. But Colonel Clive had neither alked, nor ftipulated for the 
prefents he had received; and having refilled every other offer from 
the various interefts which compoied the government, thought their 
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obligations mutual, and maintained the independency of his command.. 
Neither Jaffier nor his Ion- had fufpccted thisfternnefs in his cha¬ 
racter. He not only infilled on the payments of the treaty-monies, 
as they became due, but, when tampered with to approve changes in 
the army and adminiftration, which Jaffier wifhed to make in order 
to gratify his own favourites, Clive let him underftand, that he would 
permit none, as deeming them dangerous to the public tranquillity, 
and contrary to declarations, fan&ified by his own. Jaffier felt thele 
yeflraints with abomination, which turned his head to notions of 
emancipating himfelf from the afcendanc© of the Englifh; but, 
warned by the experience of the confederacy which had railed him 
to the fovereignty, faw the neceffity of firft breaking the power of the 
Gentoos, in whom the Englifh would find the fame refources againft; 
himfelf, as he with the Englifh had derived from them againft Su- 
rajah Dowlah. Roydoolub, as the head of the Gen too line, was far ft 
to be deftroyed; but, dreading the fagacity of Clive, Jaffier deter¬ 
mined to fet nothing in motion which might awaken his fufpicions,, 
whilft he remained at Muxadavad; and in the interval, both he and 
his fon Meerum carried themfelves to him with every appearance of 
opennefs and confidence, and Clive often partook of the familiarity 
of their private amufements. 

On the 14th of September, the day after the detachment from 
Patna arrived -at Muxadavad, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving 
Watts, Maningham, and Scrafton, to tranfiid the company’s affairs 
with the Nabob and his minifters. The detachment from Patna was 
ftationed in the factory at Cofhmbuzar; the reft of the troops, which 
had ferved at Plafly, were fent down the river, and quartered at 
Chandernagore, as a more healthy fituation than Calcutta. 

We fhall now return to the affairs of Coromandel and the Decan. 
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T H E prefidency of Madrafs received no intelligence concerning 1757. 

the fuccefs of the armament to Bengal, before the 15th of 
February, between which day and the 2 2d, advices arrived, by 
various veflels, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the 
Nabob’s camp, and of the treaty made with him on the nth ot that 
month, In which conjuncture Colonel Clive gave hopes that he Ihould 
foon return with a great part of the troops. On the 21ft Admiral 
Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re¬ 
maining foldiers of the Company’s troops, received 100, the lame 
number of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the fquadron in 
Bengal. 

According to the principle adopted on the departure of the arma¬ 
ment, the Prefidency had continued to avoid all hoftilities in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumboid’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, raifed no improbable ap- 
prehenfions, that the influence of the government ol Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, foon inflnuate itfelf into their councils, 
unlefs immediately interrupted by fome exertion ; and the dangerous 
confequences which would enfue, determined the prefidency to 
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en¬ 
gage in any military operations from Tritchinopoly ; and in the end 
of the year, they allowed him to employ fuch means as he fhould 
think expedient, for the reduction of Madura, and permitted him 

to command the expedition in perfon; they likewife fent ieveral 

officers. 
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officers, with fome llores and ammunition, which the garrifon 01 
Trichinopoly could not fpare without diminiihing its own comple¬ 
ments : they went by fea to Devicotah, from whence they were to 
proceed through the Tanjore country. 

Captain Calliaud, whilft waiting for thefe fupplies, went to Tan¬ 
jore, as well to obtain troops from the King, as to make peace 
between him and Tondiman ; for Monacjee in the beginning of 
the year had taken the fort of Killanelly, which had been fo long 
the object of contention between them ; but found the difference, 
as before, irreconcilable; neverthelels, both proffered every affif- 
tance in their power. On the 23d of March, he let out from 
Tritchinopoly, with 150 Europeans, including artillery - men, 500 
Sepoys, and two field-pieces, and on the 25th arrived at Jlna- 
•wajhul, a town belonging to Tondiman, 20 miles from Tritch¬ 
inopoly, where they were joined by 1000 of his horle, and 100 
of his Colleries. On the 29th they arrived on the frontiers of the 
leffer Moravar’s country, who being likewife frequently called the 
NeUicotah Polygar, we fhall in future diftinguifh him from the. 
greater Moravar by that title. Here they expeded 500 horle from 
Tanjore.; but none were arrived, or near. Scouts Cent forward re¬ 
ported, that all the roads and paths in the country before them were 
obftru&ed with trees frefh cut down and ftrewed acrofs the way, and 
that numbers of Colleries were every where ready to difpute the 
paffage. Meflengers were lent to enquire the reafon. The Polygar 
faid, that being at enmity with Tanjore, and knowing that Calliaud 
had afked the king for a body of horfe, he had barred his woods, 
being determined not to admit any Tanjorines jnto his country. 
Calliaud, being by this time convinced that the King, uotwithftand- 
mg his proimles, did not intend to lend any, made a merit of re¬ 
jecting what he was not likely to obtain, and allured the Polygar he 
would not accept of their affillance; on which all obffacles were 
removed, and the troops, after a halt of three days, entered his 
country on the 4th of March, I11 feven days more/ of which they 
halted during the third at Mangalum ,, they arrived at Paralachy , the 
■lad town they had to pafs in the diftriSs of the greater Moravar, 
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having received every kind of hofpitality in the countries of both 
Polygars. Excepting the feet of a few miffionaries, this track had 
never before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangalura, Cal- 
liaud met the brother of the Nellicotali ; and at Paralachy, the prin¬ 
cipal man of the greater Moravar : and learnt from them that the two 
Polygars and Ton diman had entered into a league to attack the king 
of Tanjore with all their forces united,' on the very next attempt he 
lhould' make againft the territories of either of the three. The 
troops having halted a day at Paralachy, continued their march to 
Tinivelly, through the open country, in diftrids belonging to this 
government. . 

The Pulitaver, with the Polygars of his alliance, had taken the 
field in the middle of January, as foon as Maphuze Khan arrived : 
at Nellitangaville: their force amounted to 10,000 men, and the 
cavalry of Madura under the command of Berhatoolah, to one 
thoufand. This army moved by flow ftages to the eaftward, the 
Golleries plundering day and night on either hand, and at length ^ 
encamped before Panialumcrutch, at this time the principal refidence 
of CatabominaiguG, the chief of the eaftern Polygars, and de¬ 
manded his affiftance; who, dreading the defir udion that would 
follow his refufal, complied,and joined them with 3 or 4000 men, , 
But the Polygar of Etiaporum , the next in importance, made. 
fome pretence to withhold his troops, for which the Pulitaver was ■ 
not fbrry ; and the army marched from Panialumcrutch diredly to •> 
Tinivelly, ftill plundering all the way; but were deterred from at- - 
tacking the town itfelf, by the adivity of the Company’s Sepoys 
flationed there under the command of Buffiponaigue, Returning 
with their plunder to the northward, they ravaged all the acceffible 
and cultivated diftrids belonging to Etiaporum in revenge for his > 
neutrality ; . and from hence lent oft a detachment with their booty, 
amongft which were 5000 beeves, to Nellitangaville. Iti this 
while°Mahomed Ifloof the commandant, and Moodilee the renter 
of thefe countries, not being certified which way Calliaud would 
dired his march, expeded that lie would come in iomewhere near 

Madura, and remained at Che velpe tore, under the hills to the v. eft, 

until. - 
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until they received intelligence that the enemy were marching from 
Panialumcrutch towards Tinivelly ; on which they moved to inter¬ 
cept their return, and befides other Polygars of lefs note were ac¬ 
companied by Vaniah of Sevagherry, a very large Collery fort fitti- 
ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles fouth of Ohevelpetore ; 
but the enemy had followed their plunder from Etiaporum, and 
were arrived at Nellitangaville before Iffoof could interfect their 
return : he neverthelefs, when thus far, remained in the diftrifts 
mid-way between Chevelpetore and Tinivelly, as the beft pofition to 
watch their future movements, until he received orders from captain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town ; in confequence 
of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the 28th of February. 
The enemy no fooner faw him removing to a greater diftance, than 
they again came out, and proceeded to Alwar courchy, a town about 
20 miles to the weftward of Tinivelly, where Moodilee had lately 
thrown up a mud fort, 011 which he had mounted three pieces of 
cannon, and placed in it 150 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
of his nephew, Algapah. The enemy attacked the fort, which, after 
more refiftance than might have been expe&ed, lurrendered, and 
Algapah was lent a prifoner to Nelletangaville. Intelligence of this 
lofs was brought to Tinivelly on the 4th of March, in the evening, 
and at 8 o’clock, Mahomed Iffoof marched with the greateft part of 
his own force, and all of the Polygars his allies. At 7 the next 
morning they came in fight of Alwar courchy, and were fur rounded 
on all lides by the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Madura 
were moll to be apprehended. The fight continued in a variety of 
fkirmifhes, until the evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 
the field. The Polygar of Qutamalee had both his legs ffrack off by 
a cannon ball, and the general of the Pulitaver’s men was likewise 
killed: of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppoled to be killed or 
wounded ; of Mahomed Iffoof ’s only fix Sepoys were killed and 30 
v ounded ; however, the action was efteemed a compleat victory, and 
to fix it as Inch in the opinion of the country, he marched for¬ 
ward to Sbenganpetty^ a fort in the hills belonging to the Polygar of 
V adagary, lituatcd about 16 miles to the north-weft of Alvar courchy. 
4 The 
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The guard abandoned the fort before it was attacked ; and Mahomed 
Ifloof, leaving 100 Sepoys to garriion it, diffinrfled the Polygars, and 
returned with the renter’s and the Company’s troops to Tiniveliy, 
where Calliaud with his detachment arrived on the 17th. 

The force now aflembied at Tiniveliy was formidable, but could 
not proceed to a&ion for want of money, which the renter Modilee, 
from whom it was expedted, was not able to furnifh ; and the fhrofts 
had for fome time been deterred from fupplying him by their appre- 
henfions from the animofity which exifted between him and Mahomed 
Ifloof. Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled their dif- 
ferences, at leaf! to appearance, and fo far as to induce the fhrofts'to 
lend 200,000 rupees, which were immediately difburfed in difcharg- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expences. The 
Polygar Catabominaigue was at this time celebrating a great wed¬ 
ding in his family at Panialumcrutch ; to which, as ufluil, the whole 
country round was invited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. He 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefs 
with the Polygar, fixed him in the iutereft of the company, and 
concluded an alliance with him againft the confederates with whom 
he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, 
the Polygar requefled that fome compenfation might be made to his 
dependant of Etiaporum, for the ravages which his country had 
lately foftained in coniequence of his refufal to join the rebels; and 
Calliaud, having feen the effects as he marched through, remitted 
a part of the fine due on the hoftages of Etiaporum, who ftill re¬ 
mained unredeemed “with Tondiman. Whiift thefe affairs were ad- 
ju fling, the Southern monfoon fetting in on the Coaft of Malabar, 
broke over the weftern range of mountains with the utmoft vio¬ 
lence, and defcending, with the cataradls it had formed, into the 
plain, deluged the whole country to the eaftern fea: the ftorm, rain, 
and inundation, continued without intermiflion for two days and 
two nights : the harvefts, juft ripe, were fwept away, and with 
them the habitations of the cultivators : the rains continued leveral 
days after the winds had abated ; it required many days labour and 
funfhine to drain and dry the ground, and more time to repair the 
Vox.. II. D d devaf- 
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devaluation which the agriculture of the country had futtered; dur¬ 
ing which an epidemic licknefs broke out, and carried off many of 
the diftrefled inhabitants by fudden deaths, which the patient fim- 
plicity and fuperftition of their character imputed to the vihtation 
of a goddefs, Lac be me, coming, they knew not whence, from the 
North. The fhroffs, who had lent money to Moodiiee on the 
mortgaged harveft, would not fuffer him to depart until they law 
the country recovering ; which' obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at Tinivelly fome time longer, in order to fuperintend and en¬ 
courage the various operations which were neceflary to reftore the 
cultivation. 

The Preiidency, whilft waiting the refult of this expedition, had, 
howfoever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoftilities in the 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demanded 
of his brother Nazeabulla, the governor of Nelore, a lubfidy of 
100,000 rupees above the ufual tribute; which the country could 
afford to pay, having fuffered little from the diftrefles-of the war, to 
which the reft of the Carnatic had fo long been expofed •; but Na¬ 
zeabulla equivocated and apologized. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of 
the Nabob’s buxey or general, marching at this time with 500 horfe, 
and other troops, to collect the tributes of the northern Polygara, 
advanced a3 far as Serapely, a fort 12 miles fouth of Nelore, and 
propofed an interview with Nazeabulla, who accepted the vifit, giv¬ 
ing his oath on the Koran; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come 
with few attendants, left quarrels Ihould arife between them and his 
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not 
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening 
without harm ; but, after it grew dark, his efcort was attacked by 
an ambufeade of matchlock-men in the bn flies near the road, and 
one of them was killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in- 
ftigation and example of his other brother Maphuze Khan at Ma¬ 
dura, and of an adventurer Meerfaeb, who was in pofleffion of Ela- 
vanaibre, and plundering wherever he lifted. The anguifh which 
the Nabob ex prefled at thisiecond rebellion riling in his own family, 
determined the preiidency to comply with his earneft requeft to re¬ 
duce 
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duce Nazeabulla; but his troops were not ready to march from 
Arcot before the ih of April, although the outrage happened 
on 21 ft of February; during which Ichlnfs Khan was waiting for 
them with his detachment at Kalaftry, the town of the polygar Da- 
merlah Venketappah-naigue, 70 miles to the s. w. of Nelore. The 
force from Madrafs was only roo Europeans, the company , of 
56 cofFrees, and 300 Sepoys, with one 18 pounder, three fix- 
pounders, four cohorns, and one howitz. Lieutenant Colonel Ford, 
of Adlercron’s regiment, was appointed to command the expedi¬ 
tion. The Sepoys and bullocks proceeded by land. The Europeans 
and CofFrees, with the artillery and ftores, embarked on the Bril: of 
April, in a Blip and a (loop, which anchored the next afternoon op- 
poilte to the mouth of the river Kandeler, feven miles to the North 
of KAhnapatam, a town of confiderable trade, from whence they 
expected the ufual affiftances of the port; but the inhabitants, inti¬ 
midated by the threats of Nazeabulla, abandoned the town on the 
appearance of the veflels, which were employed feven days in effect¬ 
ing the difembarkation with two mahoolas they had brought from 
Madrafs. During this interval the Sepoys and bullocks arrived; 
but coolies and more bullocks were neceflary before the detach¬ 
ment could move from Kifhiapatam, and the Nabob’s army from 
Arcot was not near enough to fupply them before the 33d of the 
month. 

The next day Colonel Forde marched, and on the 25th joined the 
Nabob’s army at Serapely, which w T as commanded by his brother Ab- 
dullwahab, and had been encreafedby the troops of the polygars Bah- 
gar Yatcham and Damerlah Venketappah, and all together amounted 
to 10,000 men, of which 3000 were cavalry. On the 27th the army 
encamped before Nelore. This town hands about 500 yards to the 
ibuth of the river Pennar, extending about 1200 yards from eaft to 
weh, and 600 on the other Bdes. The walls wex*e of mud, and only 
the gateways and a few of the towers of hone. The parapet was fix 
feet high, with many port-holes for finall arms, made of pipes of 
baked clay, laid in the moih mud, whilh railing, and afterwards 
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confblidating with the mafs; the common method of forming thefe 
defences in India: the ditch had no water, and was in many parts 
much choaked by drifts of fand. Nazeabulla, on the approach of 
Abdulwahab, had gone away with 1500 horfe, and-left the city to 
be defended by a refolute officer, with a garrHon of 4000 Peons, 
who were inftrudled and affifted by 20 Frenchmen, fent from Ma- 
fulipatam. The Englifh troops, encamped along the river in face of 
the town, the Nabob”s and' the Polygar’s at a diftance higher up. 

On the 29th, the eighteen-pounder, with the field-pieces, together 
with the cohor-ns. and howitz, began to fire from the mound of a 
tank at the diftance of 300 yards; but by miftake againft the 
ffrongefi- part of the. wall, on which, in four days, they made no 
impreffion. In the night of the 2d of May, all the artillery was 
moved to a battery erefted about 200 yards to the left, and 100 
nearer the wall, which in this part was vifibly in a ruinous condi¬ 
tion. The 18 pounder fired brifkly during the next day, and by 
the evening made a breach which appeared practicable; and hi¬ 
therto only one man had been wounded by the enemy’s fire, which 
had been very few cannon-fhot, but continual from {mail arms. The 
next day Abdulwahab fummoned the governor,, who anfwered with 
civility, that he could not deliver the fort to any one without a po¬ 
ll five order from Nazeabulla, whole fait he eat. It was therefore 
refblved to ftorm the next morning; but,, during this interval the- 
gamfon had been diligently employed in counterworking the breach. 
On each fide they cut a broad trench through the rampart, and 
another on the ground within, which joined at right angles with 
thofe from the rampart, and enclofed a fpace of fbme yards fquare;. 
thefe trenches were to be defended by men armed with long pikes, 
whilfl numbers flationed, fbme along the ramparts, fbme in va¬ 
rious pits dug for the occafion, and others in the adjacent houfes,. 
were to annoy the affailants, when on the breach, with Hones, ar¬ 
rows, and fire-arms, to which their own pikemen, being intrenched 
breafl-high, would be little expofed. At fun-rife the Englifh troops 
advanced to the aflault. The 300 Sepoys marched fir ft; the com¬ 
pany of CofFrees next; the Europeans in the rear. The enemy fired 
1 brifkly 
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brifkly as the line was approaching, and more efpecially from the 
tower on the left of the breach, that Col. Forde ordered a fix- poun 
der from the battery, which, at the diftance of a hundred yar ds, 
kept tip a COn ft ant fire on the parapet of this tower, more indeed with 
the hope of intimidating, than the expectation of doing any detriment. 
The few hr ft Sepoys who got up the breach were immediately flopped 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, and 
haft fcarcely difeharged their mufkets before they were all wounded; 
on which thofe immediately behind ran down in confufion, and the 
whole body in an inftant broke; but difperied to the right and left 
of the reft of the line. The Coifrees, led by Enfign Elliot, took 
their place without trepidation, and having mounted, maintained 
their ground on the breach gallantly, endeavouring, after they had 
fired, to break down the pikes with their mufkets,' and even to pufh 
into the trenches : but in vain, for, in a few minutes, four of them 
were killed, and thirteen, with Lieutenant Elliot, wounded; on 
which the reft were called down. The Europeans, who during this 
conteft had remained thronged at the foot of tliebreach,.now mounted, 
every man as he flood neareft, without regard to rank, order, or 
command. This aflault continued half an hour, during which Capt. 
Hunt was fhot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr. 
Alexander, the commiflary, were bruifed with ftones, and with them 
four of the foldiers killed, and 27 wounded on the breach, and the 
enemy ftill as aeftive as ever ; on which Colonel Forde, who was at the 
foot of the wall, ordered the retreat, which was made wi th more hurry 
than became troops who had hitherto behaved with fo much courage; 

■ for every man, inftead of waiting for his officers and colours, ran as 
fall as he could to take fhelter in the battery, and all pafled the field- 
piece without flopping to bring* it away, until Captain Richard Smith, 
who, in rotation of duty, brought up the rear, halted with a few 
of his own company, and afterwards, with the affiftance of feme of 
the Nabob’s horfemen, who were near, dragged the field-piece to * 
the battery ; during which two of his ferjeants, and two of the 
horfemen, were wounded from the walls, - .The Nabob’s army, dur¬ 
ing. 

I 
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Ing the affault. advanced in feveral .bodies againft different parts of 
:the town, but their appearance no where withdrew the attention of 
;the garrifon from the defence of the breach. 

The vent of the eighteen-pounder being run, it was impoffible to 
• ; renew the attack until other battering cannon arrived from Ma- 
..drafs ; but Colonel Forde had already been informed by the prefi¬ 
dency, .that the French troops were acting in the-field, and threatened 
-defigna which might render it neceffary to recall Ms detachment; 
By the 13th the wounded were fufficiently recovered to march; and 
no determination being as yet received from the prefidency. Colonel 
Forde, in compliance with the repeated requefts of Abdulwahab, 
eroded the Pennar with .the whole army -ill purfuit of Nazeabulla, 
who, it was faid, dill continued in the neighbourhood : on the 15th. 
they halted at Sangam, a pagoda of note 30 miles weft of Nelore, 
where they were informed that Nazeabulla had quitted the coun¬ 
try, and was gone to the French, at Condavir ; on which the army 
returned the next day towards Serapely, but by another road, leav¬ 
ing Nelore to the left. On the way Colonel Forde met feveral let¬ 
ters, lignifying the .encreafmg apprehenfions of the prefidency; and 
on his arrival at Serapely, received exprefs orders to return with the 
utmoft expedition toMadrafs. 

The government of Pondicherry, with the advices of the decla¬ 
ration of war againft Great Britain, received orders to refrain from any 
military operations of rifque, until the great armament preparing in. 
France fhould arrive; which injunctions they had implicitly obeyed: 
but when they faw Madrafs dividing its force, although not 
ftronger than their own, oil fervices at fuch diftance from each other, 
as Nelore and Tinivelly, they thought they too might attempt fome 
acquifition without much danger. However, they began with great 
caution. On the 6th of April, the day after the Englifli troops em¬ 
barked for Nelore., a body of 200 Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, 
which had for fome time lain encamped to the weftward of Pondi¬ 
cherry, marched under the command of Mr. D’Auteuil, who had 
lately returned from France; they proceeded, giving out fome other 
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obje&s, to cover their real intentions, which were to fall upon 
ElavanaSore by Surprize. 

This place is fituated about 60 miles weft of Pondicherry; it 
conlifts of a fort and a pettah both ftanding on a plain, and neither 
having any difficult defences : the diftriels are of no great extent, 
but extremely fertile. Before the truce between Mr. Saunders and 
Godeheu, it was taken pofleSfion of by an adventurer named Meer 
AUumodean, but more generally known by the name of Meer 
Saheb, who procured his confirmation from the Nabob, then at 
Tritchinopoly. Under this Sanction, he maintained a much greater 
force, especially of horie, than the incomes of his government 
could afford, and Supported them by plundering the neighbouring 
diftritts, pretending, that the managers of them were attached to 
the French. In an excurfion immediately after the truce in r 75 r, 
he plundered all the French d iff rifts between Seringham and Pondi¬ 
cherry, when the presidency of Madrafs rebuking his proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French government, who permitted him 
to keep a fmall fort he had taken from them in the neighbourhood 
of ElavanaSore, named Oullagellinoor. This ceSfion railed fuSpi- 
cions in the Nabob, who propofed that the English detachment, 
which eScorted him loon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, Should 
attack ElavanaSore in the way : and again that the English army 
Should proceed againft it, in the beginning of the laft year, imme¬ 
diately after it had retreated from Velore. On the other hand, 
Meer Saheb, knowing himlelf reprobated by the Nabob, and Seeing 
nothing to he got by uniting with the French, thought the 
mutual enmity between the two his beft protection, and paid no 
refpefl to either; but increafed his force, and continued his de¬ 
predations on the poflefiions of both. Befides driving off the cattle, 
which he afterwards lold to the owners, it was especially his cuftom 
to Seize on perfons of fiibftance, whom he confined until they had 
paid heavy ranfoms. In the month of September, he, in one ex¬ 
curfion, Swept away 5000 beeves and 6000 Sheep, indifferently from 
the country round; and in the beginning of the prelent year again 
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plundered the neighbourhood indifcriminately. The Nabob then 
pretended to fufpeft liim of being in league with Maphuze 
Khan at Madura, and Nazeabulla at Nelore; but as foon as it 
was known, that the government of Pondicherry intended to attack 
Elavanafore, he requefted the prefidency of Madrafs to proteft him, 
rather than fuller fuch valuable diftridts to fall into the hands of the 
French. 

Mr. D’Auteuil advancing by forced marches appeared before Ela- 
vanalore on the i oth ; and, whilit they were encamping, Meer Sa- 
heb fallied with all his cavalry and moft of his foot, and had well 
nigh routed thS whole of the French force, when Ire was fhot 
through the body: his troops immediately ceafed the fight, 
but elcorted him with much attention back to the fort. D’Au- 
tueil, on this trial, fent to Gin gee for reinforcements and can¬ 
non ; and, in the mean time, prepared to make a regular attack: 
on the 16th arrived 250 Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, and the 
battering cannon; but on the fame day Meer Saheb died of his 
wound; on which his brother, with the families of both, went 
away in the night, and the garrifon after their example likewife 
abandoned the fort before the morning. 

Reports had prevailed in this part of the country, ever fince the 
French troops had taken the field, that they intended to fall upon 
Tritchinopoly, which, by the abfence of the troops with Captain 
Calliaud, was left with a garrifon very inadequate to its extent; and 
even Capt. Jof. Smith, who now commanded in the city, apprehended 
and warned the prefidency of this danger. But the force which 
had taken Elavanafore was unequal to the enterprize ; and D’Auteuil 
moved back -from Elavanafore to Chilambrum, where he arrived on 
the 1 ft of May. From hence he marched and encamped on the 
fkirts of the woods of Warriorepollam, and fummoned the polygar 
to pay his tributes on the fame pretenfions as Maiffin had de¬ 
manded them two years before. The polygar as ulual endea¬ 
voured to gain time by difeuffions, on which the French attacked 
one ot his barriers, but were repulfod with lofs: however he was 

frightened 


Book VIII. Madura and Tinivelly. 

frightened by the attack, and agreed to pay 40,000 rupees, but took 

fome days to produce the money. 

In the mean time. Captain Calliaud, whilft regulating the af¬ 
fairs of the renter at Tinivelly, acquired intelligence, that the con¬ 
federates were treating with the. Myforeans at Dindigul tor aid 
againft the Englilh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdars of Maphuze 
Khan to give up the dift rifts of Sholavanden , in which are comprized 
a ft rang pafs, and the only road, between Madura and Dindigul. 
Neverthelefs it was not intended that the country, when conquered, 
fhould be given either to the Myforean or Maphuze Khan : it was to 
be reftored to a descendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con¬ 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar: and Maphuze 
Khan was to have a fuitable eftablifhment in My fore. 

This news encreafed the neceffity of attacking Madura as foon as 
poflible; but the arrangements at Tinivelly were not finifhed until 
the 10th of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix field- 
pieces, and 500 horfe: Mahomed Ifibof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himfelf. Six companies of 
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the fame number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
bey Cawn Catteck let off from Nellitangavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vanish, of Sheva- 
gherry, which flood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below C bevel- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed IfloOf, fent 
out his Colleries, who, in the middle of the night, fell upon 
this body of cavalry, and with their fereams and fireworks difperfed 
the whole, and took 40 of their horfes. The fugitives re-affembled 
In the morning, and arrived at Madura on the 17th ; from whence 
Kabey Cawn Catteck immediately went to the greater Moravar, in 
order to prepare Supplies of proviflons for the city. On the 20th, 
the Englifh army arrived at Secundermally, and lodged themfeives 
in the pagoda; from whence Mahomed Iftoof, with a party of Se- 
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poys, was detached the next day to reduce the fort of Sholavanden. 
It is fituated io miles north- weft of Madura, and, although in- 
May * tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength; and the garrifon 
4 prH. 2QO p eons abandoned it as foon as Mahomed Kloof appeared; but 

exceffive rains, which raifed the river Vtgee, prevented him from re¬ 
turning to Secundehnally, before the 26th. In this interval, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the prefidency, advifing him of their 
apprehenhons that the French intended to attack Tritchinopoly; 
with orders to hold himfelf in readinefs to march to its relief on the 
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re¬ 
duction of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty than 
had been rep refen ted to him, and fcarcely feaiible without batter¬ 
ing cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly; 
and, excepting the one which Mahomet Hoof himfelf had depofited 
in Madura, there was not a fingle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans would make ufe. However, not to iofe any of the 
precarious time left him to a£t, he refolved to attempt the city by 
furprize, Bamboos were provided, as if for fome other fervice, and 
no one was fullered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
were made. On the night before the ift of May, all the troops, 
except a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the. 
May. pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the watercourfe 
which runs within 300 yards of the weftern fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which riles fix above the rampart: at the diftance of every 
100 yards or lefs (for ex aft fymmetry has not been obferved) are 
ftpiare towers. The fanffe-bray is 30 feet broad, above which the 
outward wall riies only five feet, but defcending to the bottom of the 
ditch is 11 on the outtide. Midway, between every two towers of 
the inward wall, is a iimilar projection in the outward, with loop¬ 
holes which command the ditch, and flank the intermediate part of 
the wall, in which are none : but the whole parapet of the inward 
wall has loop-holes, fo have fome of its towers, and the reft em- 
brafures for cannon. The fpot cholen to be attacked was the firft 
tower on the left-hand of the weftern gate-way, being the only 
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part where the faufle-bray was clear of the thick thorny bullies, 1757. 
which had not injudicioufly been fuftered to over-run it in every 
other; but the garrifon, trufting to this defence, had entirely ne- 
gle£ted the ditch, which, by continual drifts after rain, was almoft 
choaked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack, were 100 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys j the reft of th^ troops 
remained in the watercourfe, ready to fupport the event. Calliaud 
led the party himfelf, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and ftria fdence enjoined. The foremoft men carried 
the fix fhorter ladders intended for the outward wall; the next, 
the fix longer, for the inward; as fbon as twenty of the party had 
got into the fauffe-bray, it was intended that they fliould imme¬ 
diately take over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as 
received, againft the tower, but not a man was to mount, until all 
the fix ladders were fixed, and then no moie than thiee at a time 
on each ladder. 

The firft ladders were planted, and Calliaud, with the fiift 20 
men, had got into the fauffe-bray, bad taken over one of the longer 
ladders, and had planted it againft the tower, when their hopes 
were interrupted by one of thofe accidents which from their tri¬ 
viality efcape the moft attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomcd to 
<ret his meals at the meffes of feme of the foldiers, had accom¬ 
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and, 
probably from anxiety, at not being able to follow his matters 
into the fauffe-bray, began to bark; which was foou an i we red by 
the barking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of bo_th 
awakened the neareft centinel, who, crying out “1 he enemy,” 
railed the guard at the gate-way, which repaired immediately to the 
tower. The foldiers in the fkufte-bray, finding the alarm taken, 
inftead of continuing to get over the reft of the ladders, endea¬ 
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on it fo 
many together, that it crufhed under them. This communicated 
the confufion to thofe in the ditch, and no one any longer did what 
he ought. In the mean time, the garrifon increafing on the rampart 
hung out blue lights of fulphur, and difeovenng the whole party 
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began to fhower on them arrows, hones, lances, and the fhot of 
fire-arms. On which Call iaud ordered the retreat, which was efFe<£ted 
with little lofs, only one man being killed, and another wounded; 
both were Sepoys,, handing on the glacis. 

The troops, after taking fome refrelhment, marched from the 
watercourfe, and proceeding along the Ion them face of the town- took 
poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards- from the fouth-eaft part 
of the walls, which in this quarter were of a much flighter con- 
ftruflaon than- any where elie. The divifion with the artillery and 
baggage from Secundermally joined in the evening. On the 3d in 
the morning, a battery confihing of three fix-pounders began to fire 
011 the walls, and continued the two fucceeding days, without: 
making any impreflion; on which Calliaud feat away a company 
of Sepoys, with a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two 
eighteen-pounders from Tritchinopoly. 

The prefideney of Madrafs, whilfl: anxious concerning the fuccefs 
of the expeditions againft Madura and Nelore, had received, advices, 
on the 28th of April, from. Bengal, by the Revenge, Protestor, and 
Marlborough, belonging to the company, with the welcome news 
of the capture of Chandemagore, but without a fingle platoon of 
the troops which had been fent in the armament; and, the feafon 
being now changed, none were to be expected before September. 
Intelligence of this difappointment was foon conveyed to Pondi¬ 
cherry; and it now appeared, that the French had waited to deter¬ 
mine the operations of their own troops by the force which might 
be fent back from Bengal to Madrafs. They immediately bared all 
their garrifcns,, and, retaining none but invalids in Pondicherry it- 
felf, enrolled the European inhabitants to man the walls : all thefe 
parties haliened to join D’AutueiFs camp before Arielore, who, 
fending forward a detachment of 100 Europeans and 500 Sepoys to 
Serin gham, followed himfelf with the main body on the 12th of 
May: his whole force confifted of 1000 Europeans, battalion and 
artillery, 150 Huffars, 3000 Sepoys, 10 field-pieces, with feveral 
Uowitzes and cohorns.. 
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The two eighteen-pounders intended for Madura were fent off 1757. 
from Tritchinopoly early in the morning of the 12th, under the V 
efcort of two companies of Sepoys ; but had not proceeded three 
miles, before a ftrong party from Seringham eroded the Caveri, and 
marched to circumvent them; which being perceived from the town, 

Captain Jofeph Smith re-called the guns, and marched out with a 
eonfiderable part of the garriion to protect them, on which the- 
enemy returned to the iftand. On the 14th the van of their main 
body,'with D’Autueil, arrived* and with the garrifon of Seringham. 
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was fome time that captain 
Smith had expedted this vifit, and he had made all the preparations 
which the means in his power, admitted to receive it: he had filled 
the ditch round the town with water by the ufual lluices from the 
Caveri, neverthelefs feveral rocky parts remained fordable : the pa¬ 
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, where-ever decayed, 
had been repaired : Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap¬ 
plication, had fent, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlocks 
men : the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four 
hundred : but all thefe men, excepting the Colleries,. were only fit 
for night-watches, nor for that, without being watched them- 
felves : the Company’s were the only troops which could be relied 
©n ; they were 150 Europeans rank and file, of which 50 had 
lately been fent from Fort St. David, 15 artillery men, and 700 Se¬ 
poys; but of the whole few had feen much, fervice, for the beft 
had been taken away by captain CalliaucT. This foice would 
fcareely in any rime of outward danger have been fufficient to 
guard the walls,, of which the circuit was 6400 yards ; much 
lefs with the additional ward of 500 French prifoners, who were 
confined within the town, and from whom more danger was 
apprehended than from the enemy without: for it was known, and 
It could not be prevented, that they maintained a correfpondence 
with their countrymen at Seringham ; and indeed the hopes of their 
breaking loofe during the attack, had been the principal inducement 

to. the prefent attempt againft the city. More troops were con¬ 
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tinuallv coming up to Wariore; and on the 15 th, the day after the fir ft 
arrived, the enemy began to throw fhells into the town : during the 
night feveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
ditch, not with any intention of fcaling the walls, but only to keep 
the garrifon from reft by repeated alarms. Thefe alerts and the 
bombardment were continued during the four fucceeding days and 
nights; and on the 20th, M. D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon fuf- 
ficiently harrafled, fummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to fur render the town, and fpare the effufioii of 
blood, warning him that he fhould refent in the fevereft manner 
any ill ufage which might have been infiifled on the French pri- 
foners. Captain Smith anftvered, that he fhould maintain the 
tnvn for the king of England; and .that the prifoners had always 
been treated with more lenity than their p raff ices deferved. Some 
hours after, fpies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to 
make a general aflault in the approaching night, and at one in the 
morning the greateft part of their force advanced towards the weft 
face of the town ; but a few diicharges of cannon made them re¬ 
treat, and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witneffed by their 
lights and a variety of military mufick, deterred them from any 
farther attempt. 

By this time feveral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the 
army before Madura, and were of fervice in fupplying the camp 
with provifion, as well as by cutting off fuch as were going to the 
town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with fome 
of the Jerrautdars, to deliver up the city, or to affift in furprizing it. 
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the 
othei fide of the Coleroon, had diipatched exp refs m eftengers to 
him, with the intelligence, which he received on the 1 ith at three 
in the afternoon. At fix, he began his march, with 120 Euro¬ 
peans and 1200 Sepoys, leaving the reft under the command of 
Lieutenant E umbo Id and Mahomed llloof, whom he empowered to 
conclude with the Jemautdars. 

The troops marched without tents, baggage,or artillery; a few bul¬ 
locks carried the fpare ammunition, and fervants belonging to the com- 
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miflary were lent forward to provide the meal at the different places of 1 757 * 
halt. On the 25th at day-break they arrived and halted at the 
vilage of Eliapore, nineteen miles from Tritchinopoly. On the 
road Calliaud had received advices from Captain Smith, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firft ftation. 
at the Pagodas of Wanore, and had dif poled his troops m a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope, 
round the Five rocks, the Oolden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the Fiench 
rock; by which all accefs on the fouthern afpeft of the city was pre¬ 
cluded. It had alio been diicovered, that feveral fpies belonging to D’Au¬ 
tueil had mingled with and accompanied the Eiiglilh troops, on which 
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferved by his own, but 
without appearance of lufpicion, intending to make them the lnftru- 
ments of deceiving thofe by whom they were employed. The troops 
having taken lufficient reft, and a full meal, marched from Eha- 
pore at two in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at Aour, a village 
in Tondiman’s Woods, about 12 miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they flopped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his march, as if 
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the I 1 ive rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, oppofite to the middle of the enemy s line, 
and advanced in this direction fix miles. It was now 8 o’clock, and 
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perfuaded of the intelli¬ 
gence they were carrying, went off to inform D’Autueil where they 
fuppofed the Englifti* troops intended to force their way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, ftriking to the eaft along the fkirts of 
Tondimau’s Woods, until he came oppofite to Elimiierum. The 
ground, from the woods to Xus place 011 tne foutn, beyond it to the 
Caverion the north, to the weft of it as far as the French rock, and a 
o-reater fpace to the eaft, is a plain moftly laid out in rice fields,which, 
throughout India, are divided into areas of no great extent; each en- 
clofed by a fe parate lank, and kept overflowed with water until a fort¬ 
night before the harveft is cut down, until which rime they remain, as 
thefe now were, a heavy iWamp of mud. The French, iiippofmg all 
this part of the country impaflable to a body of troops, had not thought 
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it neceflary to ftation a watch either at Elimifemm, or on the bank 
of the Caveri; and the information which Calliaud had obtained of this 
neglett fuggefted the advantage he was now taking of it. The troops 
entered the rice-fields at i o o’clock, the Europeans marching firft; 
the Sepoys were obferved by the Englilh lerjeants of their com¬ 
panies, and their own Subadars or captains were men of duty : but 
no dilcipline could be exerted, where the fuccefs intirely depended 
on filence and darknefs ; and the fpirit of the foldier himfelf deter¬ 
mined, whether he Ihould give out, or perfevere in gaining his toil- 
l'ome way, after fo much fatigue already endured. At 2 in the 
morning two companies of Sepoys were lent offj with orders to pulh 
for the town between the French and Sugar-loaf rocks; left the enemy 
Ihould be led to fufpicions of the real march, if no alarm were given 
to any part of their line : but, contrary to expectation, thefe Sepoys 
palled clofe under the French rock without being challenged by a 
fingle centinel; for all the troops ltationed hereabouts had been 
drawn to the main body, guarding the ground to the louth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town, where they were imme¬ 
diately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of day be¬ 
fore the main body with Calliaud reached Chuckleyapollam on the 
bank of the Caveri, having employed near leven hours in wading 
through the rice-fields, although the difiance was only leven 
miles. Two more fiill remained; but the fight of the city inlpired 
the whole line with new alacrity: and their commander, who from 
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, now marched at their head, hipported by two grenadiers. 
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his gairifon, with two 
field-pieces, ready in cafe of need to proteCl them. Every man 
was received with open arms; the meal and every refrelhment was 
ready for the welcome and exhaufted guefts ; and with the riling 
fun, a difcharge of twenty-one pieces of camion announced their ex¬ 
ultation, with the news, to the French troops on the plain. On a 
review it was found, that 300 of the Sepoys had dropped behind, 
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but of the Englilh, only two or three had failed. Mr. D’autneil 
could fcarcely credit what it was intended he Ihould underhand by 
the report of the cannon ; but was foon convinced by fome pri- 
foners picked up by his huflars. The very fame evening he re- 
crofted the Caveri with his whole army, into the Ifland of Se- 
ringham, and the next day paffing the Coleroon, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry. 

Intelligence of the French array marching from Arielore to 
Tritchinopoly, was brought to Madrafs on the 15th of May, juft 
after the prelidency had heard of the repulfe of their own troops 
in the afliiults of Nelore and Madura. Howfoever averfe the preli¬ 
dency had hitherto been to encounter the French troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements they might expert from Bengal and 
Europe; the importance of Tritchinopoly, and conviftion of the 
danger to which it was expofed, now fuperfeded this relu£tance: 
and they refolved to enter the French territories, as the moft probable 
means of drawing their army back ; or even to follow it to Tritchi¬ 
nopoly ; but as the troops from Nelore were not yet arrived, thofe 
in Madrafs, waiting for them, did not take the field until the 26th 
of May, when 300 men, being the whole of Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 30 of the king’s artillery, four field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, 
marched under the command of Colonel Adlercron himfelf: but 
by various delays arifing from attention to the modes of warfare 
iii Europe, they did not reach Chinglapet until the 31ft, although 
the diftance was only 30 miles: Captain Polier joined them here 
from the garrifon, with his own company of 100 Swifs, and 300 
Sepoys : but two days after came the welcome news that Tritchi¬ 
nopoly was relieved. 

Whilft the enemy was approaching, Enfign Banatyne, who com¬ 
manded in Carangoly, marched from thence with 300 Sepoys, and 
took the fort of Outramalore by efcalade, in which he left 40 of his 
Sepoys; but two days after, the fugitive garrifon, which Iikewife 
confided only of Sepoys, returned, with 500 more, fent by the 
Kellidar of Vandiwafli; on wh'ofe appearance, the Englilh Sepoys 
evacuated the fort. This declaration in favour of the French de- 
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termined the presidency of Madrafs, as the army was abroad, to 
employ it in the attack of Vandiwafh. But, waiting for the troops 
from Nelore, and the Nabob’s from Arcot, Col. Adlercron Hill ad- 
vanced flowly. On his approach, the garrilbn in Outramalore retreated 
to Vandiwafh, where the army arrived on the 5th of June at night; 
and early the next morning attacked the Pettah, which they car¬ 
ried, after a flight refiftance from 300 Sepoys, whom they 
purfued towards the fort, until obliged to retreat by the fire 
from the walls; nor could they remain in the pettah itfelf, be- 
canfe the principal ftreets led flreight to the fort, and were in- 
filaded by one or other of the towers. However, the fuccefs 
cofl: no lives; although 10 Europeans were wounded. By this 
time, the French troops, as much alarmed by the motions of 
the Englifh, as the Englifh had lately been by theirs, were return¬ 
ing fafl from Tritchinopoly; fome were already arrived at Pondi¬ 
cherry, others had halted at Trivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingee ; all preparing to march to the relief of Vandiwafh : on the 
other hand, neither the battering cannon, noi any of the reinforce¬ 
ments, had joined the Englifh camp; and there was no probabi¬ 
lity of making any impreffion on the fort before fome of the French 
troops would arrive to its fuccour; on which Col. Adlercron re- 
iolved to quit the enterprize, but fet fire to the pettah before he 
reti red ; and on the 1 1 th, the army arrived at Outramalore. 

By this time the prefidency, {heightened in their treafury, were 
tired of the expence of a campaign which had produced fo little ef¬ 
fect ; and their prefent propensity to caution, as well as parfimony, 
was increafed by unexpected intelligence, that the French had feized 
the company’s factories at Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, 
which are fituated near the fea on different branches of the river 
Godaveri, in the province of Rajahmund'rum. To thefe lofles were 
added apprehenfions arifing from various reports, that Mr. Bufly in¬ 
tended to attack the more important faCtoty of Vizagapatam. 

In this cloudy hour the prefidency injudicioufly ordered Adler¬ 
cron to return immediately with the army to Madrafs, although a 
part of the French troops were arrived and encamped under the 
4 walls 
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walls of Vandiwafh. They were commanded by Saubinet, an of¬ 
ficer of enter prize, who no fooner faw the Englifh army retreating 
from Outramalore, than he advanced and took pofleffion of this 
place; arid, as foon as he heard that they had repafied Ching- 
lapett in their way to Madrafs, detached early in the morning 
of the 15th, 200 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, with' two field- 

pieces, to retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which' they had fet 
to Vandiwafh. Conjeveram is the largefl open town in the Car¬ 
natic, and the moft populous; befides the refort it attracts by the 
great quantities of grain produced in the vaft plain that furrourids it, 
it is ftill more frequented from the reputation of its pagoda, and of 
the college of Bramins, who pofiefs it, and are acknowledged the 
fiipreme council of the Indian religion in Coromandel: both the 
Englifh and French had, during the late wars, kept troops in the 
pagoda; but its fpace and proper attentions had ftill preferved the 
priefts and the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Serjeant Lambertfon. The French troops arrived at 
noon, and, contrary to their expe&ation, were affailed by the fire 
of mufketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the line advanced; and the Englifh 
Sepoys, who knew their ground, continually efcaped from one 
fhelter to another, renewing their fire, until they retreated into the 
pagoda. The enemy, exafperated, then advanced againft the gate¬ 
way, where the ferjeant was ready to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fome on fcaffolding along the walls, and others amongft 
the open mafonry of the ftories which compofe the vaft tower over 
the gate-way. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from fuch defences, and the ferjeant had obftru&ed the porch 
with large trees, laid with their branches outwards. On this refiftance, 
Saubiner thought it prudent not to perfift, for his time was limited, 
and eight of his Europeans were killed, more wounded, and of the 
Sepoys in proportion. They therefore marched to a diftant quarter 
of the town, from whence detachments were fent to collect what- 
foever plunder could be conveniently carried away. In the evening 
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they fet fire to the town : at midnight they marched away, and the 
next day arrived at Outramalore. 

The terror fpread by this incurfion was of much more detriment 
than the mifchief done at Conjeveram ; for all the inhabitants of the 
open and fertile country along the Paliar, abandoned their labours 
and occupations, and the renters as ufual amplified the lofles they 
were likely to fuftain in the collection of the revenues. The prefi- 
dency.of Madrafs, lenfible and vexed at their error, immediately 
ordered the army to march back, and re-crofs the Paliar. Col. 
Lawrence, although he had refolved from the time he was fuper- 
feded by Colonel Adlercron, never to a£t under his command, on 
this occaiion offered to join the camp as a volunteer; and Adlercom 
accepted the propofal with good will. The army marched from, 
the Mount on the 19th. The French, on their approach, retired 
from Outramalore to Vandiwalh, and intrenched ftrongly within 
half a mile of the eafteru fide of the fort, fummoning reinforce¬ 
ments from all their garrifons in the rear. The Englilh, likewile wait¬ 
ing for detachments and the Nabob’s cavalry from Arcot, did not ad¬ 
vance to Outramalore until the 29th, when an uncommon ficknefs- 
broke out in the camp ; men being luddenly feized, and dying in 1 2 
hours, and as many died as recovered. The mortality continued 
four days, but the camp having moved on the fifth five miles: 
beyond Outramalore, fewer men fell down the next, and in two days 
more the ficknefs intirely ceafed. On the 11 th of July they encamped 
within fight of the enemy, whole hufiars hovered round the line, 
but came not near enough to receive any harm. By this time the 
llrength of the two armies, although different, was nearly equal: 
the French had 80a Europeans, of which 100 were huflars, and 
1500 Sepoys; the Englifh 700 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, but no- 
horfe, excepting a few troopers, to ferve as fcouts. On the 16th, 
500 of the Nabob’s horfe arrived from Arcot; and the next morning 
300 of them, with five companies of Sepoys, advanced towards the 
enemy’s camp, followed by the picquet of 100 Europeans, with a 
field-piece, and at the fame time the whole line drew out, ready to- 
meet a general aftion, if the enemy would give the opportunity; 
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but they recalled their advanced ports into their intrenchments, and 
only fent out their hurtars, who, as before, ventured nothing. 
This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to action; and enough being done 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been in 
conference of fear, he thought it bert to put an end to the expence of 
the campaign. The array marched away on the 26th, and the enemy 
made no motion to harrafs them. On the 28th, they arrived at 
Conjeveram, where 500 Europeans, with 1500 Sepoys, remained- 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde :■ 
the reft returned to the garrifons and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re¬ 
mained 40 days within a few hours march of each other, and lepa— 
rated, without a man wounded on either fide. Neverthclefs, both 
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, in 
refraining from a£tion. 

The garrifon of Madura was fa much elated by the departure of 
Captain Calliaud with the bell of the troops, and by the caule in the 
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro- 
pofals to him, would not continue any communication with Lieu¬ 
tenant Rumbold and Mahomed Ifloof; who ordered up fix of the 
12 companies of Sepoys from Tinivelly and Palamacotah, and moved' 
the camp from the s. e. to the N. e. of the town on the other fide of 
the river Vigee, in order to cut off the communication of the garri¬ 
fon with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in the- 
tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 

The four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points. 
The river parting from the n. w. walhes the walls at the n. e. 
angle; the bed, unlefs immediately after heavy rains, lies in- 
dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings; the channels 
between are fhallow. The Englifh camp extended on the nor¬ 
thern fide of the river, oppofite the angle, and within point 
blank of part of the walls On the eaft and north odes, for 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town... 
2 The 
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The gate-way of the north fide, from whence the gnrrifbn got 
their water, was near the N. w. angle, and about So yards 
from the river; on the fide of which, oppofite to the gate, they 
threw up a retrenchment, in which they kept a guard to pro¬ 
tect the water-carriers. Lieutenant Rumbold, with the Europeans, 
palled the river under cover of a field piece, and having diflodged 
the guard from the poll on the other fide, kept pofteflion, ftrength- 
ened it with better retrenchments, and ft at ion ed two companies of 
Sepoys to maintain it. This immediately obliged the enemy to 
open another gate, it was that to the fouth, and to get their water 
from the tanks within and without the town, which loon threw 
inany of them into fluxes. 

Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof remained three or four days without 
doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy off their guard, and 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advaneed- 
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more effectual combuftibles, which they piled and fet fire to againft 
the outward doors of the gateway; which were foon confumed, and 
the party furFered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of 
the fmoke, and ftill more protected by the indifference of the garri- 
fon, who knew their own fecurity; for, when advanced with a 
petard through the windings of the gateway to the fecond door 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great 
furprize, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall; upon 
which they retired without delay. By this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivelly were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and an 18 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifbn 
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to make a 
vigorous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their 
intention, and to be prepared againft it, the ground on each fide of 
the camp was fluiced by cutting the mound of a large tank at fome 
diftance in the rear; and Mahomed Iffoof undertook to defend the 
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port on the other fide of the river with the ufual guard of two com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, and the addition of a field-piece. On the 9th of 
the month the enemy made the fally at noon day. They were 300 
Sepoys, 200 cavalry difmounted, and 200 more on their horfes. 
The riders came round from the weft, and cfoffing the river, kept 
galloping on this fide the camp, but without venturing to pafs the 
fwamp ; but the foot ifluing from the north gate, which they had 
unbricked, advanced ftreight forward to the watering poft. A /hot 
had fcarcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either 
from panic or fpite, for Mahomed Iftoof was a fevere commander, 
abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re¬ 
treated to a choultry, on an ifland in the river, to which they were 
followed by part'of the enemy, whilft the reft feized the gun. Lieu¬ 
tenant Rumbold on the danger advanced with the company of Cof- 
fres, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the 
field-pieces for the defence of the camp. He made his way good 
to the Choultry, where he found the fmall party of defenders- 
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more than their own 
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce¬ 
ment came up. On the 1 ith of June, arrived the detachment from 
Tritchinopoly ; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they 
had brought, on the recovered poft. It fired three days, until moft 
of its ammunition was (pent, but without being able to make a 
practical breach ; and in the mean time the enemy threw up a re¬ 
trenchment with a deep ditch before tire breach, and {Lengthened 
the ditch with palifades; fo that nothing could he done by af- 
fauIt without more force. The prefidency had forefeen this; and 
notwithftanding their other alarms, ftill continued intent on the re- 
dudfion of Madura, as the moft dangerous advantage of which the 
French were likely to get pofleffion, if not immediately recovered ; 
of which fenfe nothing could be a greater proof than their infuffi- 
cient efforts ; for the attempt required a complete army. They 
therefore left it to the diferetion of Calliaud, to proceed again to 
the attack, with fuch a force as fhould not leave Tiitchinopoly 
expofed again to too much rilque. Some days paffed in waiting the 
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-return of a detachment of 50 Europeans, which had come from, 
and had been lately lent back to Fort St. David; and as foon as 
they returned, he took the field with 90 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
an eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe lupplied by the king of Tan- 
jore : more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de¬ 
serters, chofen, that none but the Englifh foldiers might be left to 
guard the French prifoners in the city. The renter Moodilee, na¬ 
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
Iflbof, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he 
marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly; from whence he now again 
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the 
25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. The Sepoys called 
from Tiuivelly had joined a few days before; but Mr. Rumbold 
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing 
the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provifions from 
the country. 

Calliaud, feeing the dexterity with which the enemy had counter¬ 
acted the battery of Rumbold, refolved to prevent them from op- 
pofing the fame obftacles to that which he intended to ereft, by keep¬ 
ing them in ignorance of the part he fhould attack, until the fir ft 
fhot was fired. The gabions, fafcines, and platforms, were pre¬ 
pared in the camp; and as foon as all were ready, the troops al¬ 
lotted marched on the 9th at night to the warercourfe which runs 
to the weft of the city, and railed the battery againft the curtain 
between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by 
cfcalade or the ift of May. It mounted two eighteen-pounders, 
with four field-pieces, was finifhed before the morning, and at day¬ 
break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was foon beaten 
down, and the inward wall, although ftrong, was by noon fliaken fo 
much, that the parapet of this likewife fell entirely, and the wall it- 
felf was fufficiently fhaftered, to permit a man to clamber to the top: 
but, in this fhort time, the garrifon had ftaked the rampart behind 
with the trunks of Palmeira trees fet on end: a few fhot knocked 
down, fome, nor could any of them have been firmly fixed, and to 
leave the enemy no more time to prepare farther defences, Cal¬ 
liaud 
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liaud refolved to florin immediately. Of the Europeans, only the 
artillery-men were left at the battery: all v the battalion-men, who 
were 120, marched, followed by the company of Coffrees, and they 
by 400 Sepoys. Calliaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed Iffooff 
the Sepoys, The garrifon had dilciplined 300 of their matchlock- 
men as Sepoys; who, although much inferior to thefe troops, 
were improved far beyond their former flate; thefe, were pofled on 
the weftern gate-way, which, projecting beyond the faufie-hray 
into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked; and a multitude were 
■crouded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and faufle-bray, and four of the " mofl aCtive fcrambled up the 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This reprefled the ardour of thofe who were 
following: an officer threw out imprudent'words, and the infirmity 
vifibly caught the whole line, notwithflanding the exhortations and 
adivity of Calliaud, who was in the Faufle-bray directing the aflault. 
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the 
top, pretending the impoflibility, although the danger was as great 
in the fauffe-bray below; for, befides the fhower of other annoy¬ 
ances, the enemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with meet 
powder, to which they fet fire as they tolled them down on the 
heads of the aflailants, and die fcorch of the explofion was in¬ 
evitable and intolerable. Neverthelefs, Calliaud continued the af- 
fault half an hour; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lofs had been fu flamed, he ordered the re¬ 
treat. Four of the braveft ferjeants were killed, and as many 
wounded, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or defperately 
wounded; of the Coffrees 10; of the Sepoys joo were difabled, 
but few of this body were killed, and fewer died afterwards of their 
wounds. 

The prefidency received intelligence of this repulfe on the 25th, 
and on the fame day two Peons, efcaped from Yizagapatam, brought 
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that fettlement, in which were 
150 European foldiers. Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum- 
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fiances of the times : for there is no country in which the flighteft 
fuccefles and mifchances of war weigh fo much in the opinions both 
of friends and enemies, as in Indoftan, and a large body of Mor- 
ratoes had encamped a few days before on the weftern frontiers 
of the Carnatic, threatening the Nabob to enter and ravage the 'pro¬ 
vince, if their demands were not complied with. 

The Nana Balagerow, after his return from Sanore, in the Jaft 
year, remained at Poni, in appearance attentive only to the affairs 
of Delhi, and the northern countries of Indoftan, to which he de¬ 
tached a very large force in October ; but when he faw Salabadjing 
and Mr. Bufly proceeding with their refpeitiye armies, the one to 
Aurengabad, the other to the ceded provinces, he took the field 
himfelf with 60,000 horfe, and proceeded to the Southward, pafled 
the Kriftna, and having purified his army in the ftreams of the 
Beamraw, a facred river in Viziapore, they let off from hence in 
the middle of February, and marched rapidly towards My fore, 
carrying terror and deftruftion wherever they came. Moft of the 
forts *oii the way furrendered on the firft fummons, and fuch as 
held out, were inverted, or at leaft watched, by detachments, whilft 
the main body purfued its courfe without interruption to the capital 
Sertngapatam. It was feme appreheniions-ofthis invafion, which had 
recalled the General, Hyderally, from Dindigul in the beginning of 
the year ; who neverthelefs was not fufficiently prepared to refill the 
invafion and the Delaway or Regent, being much frightened, 
they negociated, and agreed to pay Balagerow two millions of rupees. 
The terms were concluded in the middle of April, and Balagerow, 
on his return to the northern divifion of Myfore, continued to 
reduce the forts lie had left in his rear; although many of them 
were, at this time, in the dependance of this kingdom. The 
principal of thefe, and indeed the ftrongeft in the whole country, 
is Serah, which is likewife called Sirpi. It is fituated on a great 
mountain, 120 miles north of Seringapatam; the Governor refifled 
in the beginning, but the bribes and batteries of the Morratoe in¬ 
duced him in three weeks to furrender. The rainy feafon was now 
approaching, when the Kriftna overflows, and becomes impaflable? 
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and it was a maxim with Balagerow, never to remain to the fouth- 
ward, with that obftacle between himfelf and his capital. He 
accordingly marched away from Sirpi, with the greateft part'of 
his army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horle, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command of a general named 
Balaventrow, to execute the other purpofes of the campaign, who, 
after receiving the fubmiftions and fines of a variety of petty Poly- 
gars under the fubje&ion of Sirpi, proceeded 40 miles to the s.s.e. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater and lefler 
Balabarum, cf which the greater refofed to make any fubiniffion, 
but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
they proceeded 20 miles farther eaft, and, after a fiege of 10 days, 
took Oufcotah. This fort, although far diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that province. Proceed¬ 
ing, .they fummoned the fort of Colar, fituated 20 miles beyond 
Oufcotah, and being refuted, left it in their rear, and fat down 
before MnUiavaukel, twenty miles farther on. This fort Hands on 
the higheft rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open force. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four 
days gained the place. They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which bound the Carnatic to the Weft; 
and on the 27th of June encamped before the fort of Cudapanatam, 
fixty miles n. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the pafles into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 
whilft preparing to attack the fort of Cuoanapatam, fent forward 
letters from Balajerow, with his own, to the Nabob, and the preft- 
dency. During the expedition to Seringapatam* Balajerow had like- 
wife written feveral to. the presidency, in which he complained, that 
the government of Bombay had.given him no lhare of the plun¬ 
der of Glieria; and held out his intentions of vifiting the Carnatic on 
jfts return from My fore, in order to fettle, as he faid, the aftairs 
of the province; hut tliefe were deemed expreflions merely defigned 
to intimidate, infomuch that the prefidency, in aniwer, invited lnm 
to come and aflift them in expelling the French, as the only 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country. They were there¬ 
fore not a little furprized to find in the letters now received from 
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Balajerow and liis agent, to thenifolves, and in ftronger terms to 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Chant or tribute due to the 
king of the Morratoes from the Nabobfhip of Arcot, which. 
Balajerow aflerted had been fettled by Nizamalmnluck at fix 
hundred thonfand rupees a year, four for the Carnatic, and two 
for Tritchinopoly and the fouthern countries; but that lie had re¬ 
ceived nothing for fix years* that is, fince the death of the Nabob 
Anwarodean Khan: the fum he required was four millions of 
rupees. 

The city of Arcot was ftruck with confternation by the arrival! 
of the Morratoes at Cudanapatam, and the Nabob himfelf appre¬ 
hended the incurfion of fome of their parties even into the town,, 
on which the prefidency invited and advifed him to fond the 
women and children of his family to Madrafs; but his mother, the 
widow of Anaverdi, having fome prejudice againft the air of the foa 
coaft, chofe to remain at Arcot; the reft arrived on the ioth of 
July, palling without danger, as the Englifh army were then 
before Vandiwafti. In the mean time a correfpondence by letters, 
and agents was carrying on between the Nabob and Balaventrow.. 
Cudapanatam, after a breach, furrendered on the 15th of July; 
when a ftrong detachment of Morratoes immediately came through 
the pafs and inverted Ambore, from which they levied a contri¬ 
bution, and their parties fcowered the valley of Vanintnhaddv, quite 
up to the gates of Velore : but Balaventrow himfolf, with the main 
body, remained at Cudapatnam, and font an officer of diftin&ion and 
great prudence named Armetrow, to negotiate with the Nahoh : he 
arrived at Arcot on the 20th: he demanded 400,000 rupees as arrears 
from the Naboblhip in general, with the reforve of collecting from the 
forts and Polygars of the Carnatic in proportion. After much dil- 
cuffion, he contented to take 200,000 in ready money from the 
Nabob, and his refcripts 011 the forts and Polygars for 250,000 more. 
Thefo terms, confidering aU circumftances, were moderate ; and the 
Nabob thinking that the prefidency would be as well fatisfied with 
them as himfolf, requefted they would fumifh the money out of the 
rents he had affigned to the Company for the expences of the war. 
But the prefidency wiftied to annul a claim, which if admitted under 
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tlieir fanction, might never be reiinquifhed. They had, however,, 
no alternative but to pay or fight; and no contemptible means of 
refinance were tendered to them at this very time. The Morratoe 
Morarirow, in confequence of his fubmillions to Balajerow in the 
preceding year at Sanore, had joined and accompanied him with 6000 
horfe in the expedition to Seringapatam- They parted after the re¬ 
duction of Sirpi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with¬ 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vaflals to the Morratoe 
fovereignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed ; on which Balaventrow had taken Oufcotah, 
and the Nabob armed. The neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, Canoul, 
and Coudanore, all, as-well as Cudapah, Pitans, took die alarm, and. 
Morarirow, whofe territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending to fear 
as much as they, propofed that all together Ihould make an alliance 
with the Englifh, the Nabob of Arcot, and the Myforeans,. not only 
to oppofe Balaventrow at prefent, but to pr.event the invafions of Ba¬ 
lajerow to the fouth of the Krrftna in future. All contented, and Mo¬ 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the prop olid to the Nabob and the pre- 
■fidency in the moft explicit terms; Cudapah did fo likewife; and both 
profered to march immediately and giv.e battle to Balaventrow at Cu- 
dapanatam, if the Englifh troops would join them there.. The prefi- 
dency could fpare no troops, and was as much afraid of them, as of 
the Morratoes, entering the province ; and in this dilemma refblved, if 
poffible, to procraftinate with Armetrow until the arrival of fupplies, 
or intelligence from Europe, ihould give feme certainty to their 
conduct; and invited him to come to Madrafs-, who, on the offer 
of the Nabob to accompany him, confented : they arrived on the 
gth of Auguft, and' the next day conferred with the governor, who Avgufti- 
reprelented the merit of the Englifh nation in preferving the 
Carnatic from the dominion of the French, from whom the Mor¬ 
ratoes would never have received any tribute, fince they had paid 
none for the northern provinces ; ill the reduSion of which he pre¬ 
ferred to join Balaventrow with a body of Englifji troops.. But both 
thefe arguments admitted the claim ; and Armetrow perceiving the 

evafion,. 
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qvafion, demanded a pofi.fi ve anfwcr. The next day arrived a veffeb 
from Bombay, difpatched with letters from England, which had 
been lent over the defart of Arabia, and were dated the 5th of Ja¬ 
nuary; they gave intelligence, that four ihips of the line, with a 
frigate, under the command of Admiral Stevens, were failed for 
India. This news produced, no change in the temper of Armetrow, 
whom the utmofl entreaties of the Nabob could hardly prevail on 
not to depart that evening. A confultation was held in the morn¬ 
ing, when it was finally deemed expedient to pay the money ; but 
on condition that 3000 horfe lhould immediately join the Englilh 
troops at Conjeveram, and proceed with them to attack the French 
army, which dill remained at Vandivvafh. A fecond conference 
palled, in which Armetrow was as before inflexible, afferted the 
choul as a right, would receive nothing with any condition; when 
the money was paid, he was ready to treat for the loan of a body 
of horfe. Various meflages and explanations, however, detained 
him until the 14th, when in the middle of the night he ordered his 
retinue, 300 Morratoes, to be in readinefs to march in the morning: 
on which the prefidency refolved to pay the money without referve; 
and he ftaid two days more to receive it, part in coin, and part in 
bills on the fhroffs. During, the embafly, Balaventrow went with 
3000 ‘horfe from his camp at Cudapanatam to the pagoda of Tripetti, 
which flan ds 120 miles N* e- of that place; they palled through 
the flreights of Damalcherry, and when arrived within ten 
miles, he, at the requefl of the renter who farmed the offerings, 
halted his troops; and, proceeding himfelf with a few attendants, 
paid his devotions with much reverence one day on the top of the 
mountain, and the next, in the temples below. During the march 
and return of this pilgrimage, he reftrained all the troops which 
accompanied him from committing any violences in the country 
through which they palled : but feveral parties from the camp were 
at this time ravaging tire fkirts of the province of Cudapah. 

With the other advices from England came orders for recalling 
Col. Adlercron and his regiment; but according to permiffion from 

the 
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the war-office, tnoft of the common men inlifted in the Company’s 
troops; and there being no conveyance ready to carry away the reft, 
no alteration enfued in the ftrength of the army. 

The French army at Vandiwafh, as foon as the Englifh cantoned 
themfelves in Conjeveram, employed their Sepoys and horfe to 
■ravage the country. A detachment immediately took poffeOion of 
Outramalore, and from thence plundered the diftrifls of Salawauk : 
a much larger, with two field-pieces, inarched into the diftnds of 
Chittapett, where they were fin-prized and beaten by 200 Sepoys and 
500 horfe from the fort. This routed body being reinforced, divided 
into two, one of which plundered as far asTimery within five miles 
of Arcot, and the other to Cavantandalurn within fix of. Conjeveram ; 
but thefe incurfions were fo fudden and traimtorv, that no motions 
were made by the troops there to repel! them. However, ioo- 
Sepoys were fent from the fort of Arcot, to aflift Chittapet, who 
were attacked and made their way through a ftronger party of the 
enemy’s. The month of Auguft pafled in thefe alarms, which were 
then lucceeded by one of more conference. Of the three feafts 
which are annually celebrated at Tripetti, that which tails m the 
beginning of September is held in much higher devotion than either 
the other two, and more money is colle&ed m proportion, imee 
the number of pilgrims is much greater. In the beginning of June 
Nazeabulla, the rebel governor of Nelore, returned from Mam 1- 
patam, accompanied by eighty French foldiers He, however re¬ 
mained quiet until the Nabob’s troops under the -command of Ab- 
dulwahab, had marched away to Arcot, and thofe oftfie two Po y- 
gars, Damerla Venkytapali and Bangar- Yatcham, had withdrawn to 
their homes. He then took the field, but confined his operations- 
to incurfions into the opener country of the Polygars until the 
middle of Auguft, when he marched fuddenly witii his whole 
force and fat down before the fort of Cadawah, fimated within- 
twelve miles of Tripetti, and belonging to the Nabob. This mo 
tion left no doubt of his intention to collet the revenue-of the 
approaching foaft, which had for- feme years been to- 

•the company. On the firft advices of the danger, the 
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1 757 “ ordered a detachment of ioo Europeans, with two field-pieces, their 

artillery-men, and 300 Sepoys, to march with all expedition from 
L 0 * Conjeveram, under the command of Captain Polier; and at the 

lame time ordered the two Polygars to a£t in concert with this de- 
Septcmbei:. .tachment, which fet out on the firft of September. 

On the 6th, four of the Company’s fhips from England anchored 
in the road of Madrafs. It was lome time that the Triton, a 
frigate of twenty guns, belonging to the fquadron, and the Re¬ 
venge, of the fame rate, belonging to the Company, and com¬ 
manded by commodore James, bad been Rationed to cruize off Pon¬ 
dicherry, in order to intercept any of the enemy’s veflels, or give the 
intelligence of the coaft to all the Englifh fhips they might meet; 
and they were likewife inftru&ed to take out of the firft from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the fafeft and moft expeditious means 
of reftoring to that garrifon the men which had lately been taken 
from it to ferve in the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Vandiwafh. The cruizers difcovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicherry and Fort St. David, joined them off of Alamparvah, and 
•took on board all the recruits, which were 300 ; but having fallen 
30 miles to leeward, it was the yth at 10 at night before they an¬ 
chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day they 
difcovered 11 fhips at anchor, extending from the eaft to the fbuth, 
and none at more than three miles diftance. The cruizers imme¬ 
diately got under weigh, and were loon convinced, that the ftrangers, 
although they fhewed Englifh colours, were French fhips. Never- 
thelefs, Commodore James refolved to difembark the recruits in the 
Revenge, fending as many as the three boats of the fhip could carry 
to the outfide of the furf, where they were received and landed by the 
mafloolas of the fhore, which always begin to ply at day-break. The 
boats returning, took the reft of the recruits, but before they could 
reach the fhip again, the foremoft of the enemy’s fquadron were 
come fo nigh, that it was neceflary to fly, and leave the boats to the 
fhore. The Triton not failing fo well as the Revenge, and being 
under other reftribtions of fervice, had not' ventured the delay of 
landing the recruits fhe had taken on board, but had advanced on her 
3 way, 
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way, although (lowly, waiting for her comrade, which, foon joined I 757 - 
her, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed the enemy, s ept ; mb ^ r 
hood before them ; but were neverthelefs fo prefled by two of their 
prime iailers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf; where a fhip of force was 
riding, which, inftead of cutting her cable, and beginning an en- 
gagment, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilfl: fhe was weighing her 
anchor at-the capftone to purfue them. As foon as they were be¬ 
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of their 
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. The cruizers then 
hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge fhould proceed immediately 
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
fhe anchored early the next morning. 

The council was immediately fummoned, and their determinations 
were foon taken. All the fcribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
to the orders and advices which it became immediately neceflary to 
ifliie. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to 
come into Madrafs, the detachment with Polier recalled from Tri- 
petti : Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether 
taken or not, to Tritchinopoly ; if taken, to bring away likewife 
Mahomed Iflbof,' with 1000 Sepoys. Inftru£ions were fentto the 
Englifh garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapett, and Arcot; and intelli¬ 
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country fubjea to, or 
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal, 
and the fquadron there; toBombay and all the faftories 011 the Malabar 
coaft. A veflel was difpatched to cruize off Ceylon, with intelligence 
for the fhips daily expefted from England. Another was lent to anchor 
off Cobelong, 20 miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make 
flgnals on the firfl: appearance of the French lquadron now at Pon¬ 
dicherry. 

The council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not dxlcermng, 
the motions of the cruizers, fancied the Grips they faw arriving, 
were the men of war expefled from England, with fome of the 
company’s fhips under their convoy, and in this perfuafion lent one 
Vol. II. H h of 
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of the agents in a mafloola to compliment the admiral, and to deliver 
a letter from the presidency, in which, “ the admiral was re- 
“ quelled to cruize off Ceylon, in order to encounter or intercept 
44 the enemy’s, and to protect the Englifh fhips expeited on the 
“ coaft in that track of' navigation ; and: it was confidently fup- 
“ pofed, that Mr. Watlbn, with the lhips under his command, would 
“ arrive from Bengal, in the other track, by the middle of September, 
“ when every friccels might be expeited, from the junction of the 
“ two fquadrons, and even Pondicherry itfelf brought to rifque.” 
The agent did not perceive the raiftake until too near to efcape, but 
•had time to conceal, as he thought, the letter between two planks 
of the feat: he was received on board with civility, and with the 
mafloola carried to Pondicherry. 

Several anxious days patted in expectation that the French lhips 
would bear down from thence, and feour the road of Madrafs, 
where the lofs -of the China lhips would have been of much evil 
conlequence to the Company’s commerce. Several days more, before 
even an imperfect account could be obtained, what the French lhips- 
we*e, what force they brought, and what their proceedings after 
their arrival; and it was long after, before the motives of their con¬ 
duct at this time were difcovered. 

The fquadron confiffed of four fhips of 60 guns, two of 50, three 
of 36, 30, and 22, and two of 16 guns, with a bomb-ketch ; in all 
12 veflels, moft of which failed from France in the end of December, 
but being leparated by a gale of wind, the Iaft did not arrive at Mau- 
ritras until the 25th of June. They brought from France the re¬ 
giment of Lorrain, with 50 of the king’s artillery, the whole under 
tne command of the Marquis de Soupires, of the rank of marfhal 
de camp, which anfwers to that of major general with us. They 
failed on the iff of July from Mauritius to the ifle of Bourbon, 
where they took on board Mr. Bouvet, who was appointed to con¬ 
duit tne fquadron to India ; he was governor of this ifland, and one 
of the ablefl navigators belonging to France. On the 15th, they 
.unvu. at * oule Point [on Maciagafoar, where they remained the relt 
oi tne month taking in provifions, of which their own iflands were 
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not able to furnifh a fufficiency. From lienee they failed on, the 
ill of Auguft, and on the 9th of September, the day after their ar¬ 
rival at Pondicherry, landed 983 men of Lorram, of which 63 were 
lick, the 50 artillery-men, and 60 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
their equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the fhips, 20 
pieces of battering cannon, fome mortars, and a great number of 
bombs and balls. M. Soupires, who by his commiflion took the 
direction and command of all military operations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern¬ 
ment, in which he propofed that the fhips and troops fhouid im¬ 
mediately in veil and blockade Fort St. David ; but the letter from the 
prefidency of Madx*afs to the Englifh Admiral had been di(covered in 
the Mafi’oola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French fquadron, 
by the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperior to their own, 
that Mr. Bouvet declared he had done enough in landing the troops, 
and (hould fail immediately back to the iflands : no arguments could 
change his refolution, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in 
the different (hips, which it would require fifteen days to fhift and 
reinftate in a condition fit for failing. Thus was much detriment 
prevented by the accident of difeovering the letter, which, at the 
time it happened, was deemed a great mifchance. 

The hidden departure of the French fhips diminiflied in fome 
degree the apprehenfions which had been raifed by their arrival. The 
army from Conjeveram was ordered to'encamp on the plain near 
Madrafs ; the detachment with Polier, which had returned as far 
as Tripafibur, to march back and protect the feaft at Tripetty, until 
concluded : and Calliand was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting the place. 

This officer, very infirm before, fell dangeroufly ill immediately 
after the repulfe of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he remained until the 4th 
of Auguft, before his health was fufficiently reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely loft. The 
greater and leffer Moravars, at his fiSicitaion, fent their troops as far 
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jy 5 y. as Coilguddy, ready to ad on call. The Polygar Catabominague 
-v— came himfeif with 1000 Colleries. Myanah, who was the fugitive 
September. cmor Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the country, 
Avgujt, quitting the recefles of bJattam, and difclaiming all faithei con¬ 
nexions with the rebels, came to the camp, with a laige ictinue, 
fcrae troops, and, as a proof of his fmcerity, brought his family : 
by his influence the affiftance of mod of the Nattam colleries was 
fecured. Nabey Cawn Catteck, the ancient colleague of Myana, kept 
himfelf concealed in the woods of Moravar, without making any 
efforts to affift the garrifoh ; and what perhaps was. equal to any one 
of thefe advantages, 50 Europeans, and a nine-inch mortar, had ar¬ 
rived at the camp from Tritchinopoly. 

With the other defections, the Jemautdars in Madura had reafoa 
to doubt of the affiftance they expe&ed from Maphuze Khan with 
the weftern Polygars of Tinivelly, and . from the Myforeans at 
Dindigul. 

Five hundred horfe and a thoufand foot remained With Maphuze 
Khan at Nellitangaville, when Berkatoolah left him and came 
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march¬ 
ing to attack with the main body of the Englifh troops from Tini¬ 
velly. As foon as Calliaud was out of. fight, Maphuze Khan and 
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined by other Boylgars, which 
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. This army marched 
from Nellitangaville in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Courchy within 15 miles of Tinivelly, but were deterred by 
the Sepoys left there, from attempting the town ; nor did they im¬ 
mediately plunder or terrify the inhabitants of the open country, 
becaufe the liarveft, from which they intended'* to. colled! money, 
would not be reaped until the middle of June-; however, they pub- 
lifhed their mandates that all who were accountable to the renter 
Mqd.il.ee ftiould then become accountable to them. In the mean 
time Maphuze Khan negotiated with the king of Travancore for 
affiftance, with the profer of Calacad and all the other diftridts to 
which the king had ever made any pretenfion, and more ; but, left 
this ftiould fail, fee*. with his ufual uncertainty renewed his negoti¬ 
ations 
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atlons with the Englifh, and fent off an agent with letters to Cal- 1 757 * 
Baud, propofmg to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fubftantial fhroffs. Lieutenant Rumbold received thefe offers whiift 
Calliaud was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thinking 
them worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in 
his camp. They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys; but 
juft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan had received information,, 
that the fix .companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and 
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura ; which . 
changed .his fchemes, and inftead of negotiating, he funoun ded the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened to put 
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an order to the Sepoys 
in garrifon,at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. Tire deputies 
with their efcort Rood to their arms, and faid, they would rather, 
die; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s 
Jemautdars, named Ally. Saheb, declared his deteftation of the 
treachery, and joined the Sepoys, with the horfe of his command ; 
on which the. reft recolle&ed themfelves, and retired; but Ally 
Saheb, having ftill fome fufpicions for the lafety of the deputies and 
their efcort, marched with them to Palamcotah, and delivered them 
fafe into the fort. Soon after the fix companies of Sepoys began 
their march from Tinivelly to Madura, and the harveft began, on 
which the-enemy’s army entered the town,, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, . which his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the fhroffs, oi bankeis, oid 
not efcape ; although the neceflity and neutrality of their occupation 
proteas their perfons and property throughout Indoftan from the vio¬ 
lence either of the defpot or the conqueror. The main body of his 
army inverted the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys within 
eafily defended, and with lots to the enemy ; but there was danger 
from fcarcity of provifions ; to prevent which, Bufiaponiague, the 
commander of the- Sepoys, follicited the affiftance of the Polygar 
Gatabominaigue, who ftipulatcd the ceflion of fome lands convenient 

to his diftrids; which being, promifed, he took the field with his 
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own troops, and thofe of Ills dependant of Etiaporum. On their 
arrival the garrifon fallied, and in a flight ikirmifh obliged the 
enemy to raife the fiege: after which, the two Polygars returned to 
their homes, and Catabominaigue from his, came and joined the 
Englilh camp before Madura. Maphuze Khan continuing at Tini- 
velly, neither lent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but fufiered the 
incomes to be diffipated, notwithstanding Berkatoolah had continually 
rcprefented to him, that the fcarcity of proviflons in Madura was 
daily increafmg from the want of money to pay for them, and of 
parties in the field to facilitate their importation. 

Berkatoolah was at the fame time equally dilappointed of the ar¬ 
rival of the Myforeans, which had long been promifed from day to 
day, and more lately with aflurance that Hyderally himfelf was 
come to Dindigul to command them in perfon ; but, on more diligent 
enquiry, it was difcovered that Hyderally was Hill at Seringapatam, 
and that the troops at Dindigul did not exceed the ufual garrifon. 
Thus deferred, he refolved to treat with Calliaud, and profered to 
deliver the city, if the Englilh would pay the arrears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the troops within; but made no Hipulation for 
thole who had been their former comrades and were now either with 
Maphuze Khan, or any where elle out of the town. The arrears he 
Hated at 1,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the 
country, offered to abate 400,000 : thefe propofals were figned by 
liimlelf and four of the principal Jemautdars. Calliaud, after treat¬ 
ing them for feme time with contempt, propofed his own; which 
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears to the troops, 20,000 
as a prefent to Berkatoolah himfelf, 8000 to each of the four Je¬ 
mautdars who had figned with him, and 2000 to each of the com¬ 
manders of the three companies of Sepoys; in all 150,000. Many 
days and meflages palled in chaffering concerning the money; during 
which the Polygars kept their watches fo flridly in the country 
round, that no provifions could be carried in, and the inhabitants 
were reduced to rice alone, and that without fait; on which all, not 
occupied in military fervices, left the town, and were permitted to go 
away unmolefled. At the fame time the former battery was flrength- 

ened, 
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ened, and enlarged to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 
which were two eighteen-pounders, 10 field-pieces, and a nine-inch 
mortar. Every day the difixefs increaled ; and in the beginning of 
September horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7 th 
Calliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would 
■open the next morning; after which, no terms of compolition would 
be received. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
Calliaud had attached by generalities, and Berkatoolah believed : 
his representations in this decifive moment prevailed; and he re¬ 
turned on the morning of the Sth with the treaty figned : the fum 
agreed was 170,000 rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer; and at 
noon Calliaud with the troops were received into the town. Tins 
important acquisition was made on the very day that Mr. de Soupires 
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry. 

The prefidency received the news on the 16th. It was the only 
advantage which had been gained during the Ioffes and dif- 
trefles to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex- 
poled fmce the departure of the armament to Bengal: it would have 
been deenSed of the higheft importance even in fortunate times ; and 
at prefeint was the more acceptable, becaufe fcarcely within ex¬ 
pectation ; for, had the furrender been protra&ed until the arrival of 
the French fquadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance 
would have remained of gaining the place; which continuing in the 
poflellion of enemies confederated with the French, would have 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were 
now entirely precluded. 

In the mean time the French at Pondicherry were holding councils 
what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to 
attack Fort St. David, from apprehenfions of the Englifh fqua¬ 
dron, Tritchinopoly Would probably have been the objeCt, if Mr. 
Soupire had not been inftru&ed to refrain from any diftant enterprize, 
which might impair the force under his command, before the ar¬ 
rival of a greater which was following from France; when both 
united might attempt any thing. It was therefore refolved to 
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aft in the country between Pondicherry and the Paliar, and to 
begin by the liege of Chittapet. The French troops, which had 
taken the field before the arrival of the fquadrOn, were ftill remain¬ 
ing in their camp at Vandiwafh, and on the 2iff appeared in light 
of Chittapet, where, on the 25th, they were joined by 300 of the 
regiment of For rain, and a train of artillery from Pondicherry. 

The advance of the French troops created no little confternation 
in the city of Arcot, and incidentally became the caule of much 
confulion there. The Nabob had left the government of the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, affifted by the councils of his mother, 
of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or minifter of his father, 
and of Ebrar Cawn, the Buxey or general of the troops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nelore, had lately quitted 
his fervice for want of pay ; fame Fad enlifted with the French at 
Vandiwafh, others with Mortizally at Velore. The defertion con¬ 
tinuing, one Dana Sing, a ftraggling Jemautdar, came in the be¬ 
ginning of September, and encamped near the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hundred horfe, intending to increafe the number, by enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s fervice, and then offer the whole to the beft 
bidder. Tliefe practices are fo common in Indoftan, that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite armies, and remain un- 
mo] efted by either, whilft undecided which to join ; and Dana Sing, 
relying on the cuftoms he knew, profecuted his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of the Englifh commandant in 
the fort, whom he fometimes vifited. But malicious per foils, who 
were in pofleflion of the confidence of the commandant, began to 
ihfinuate, that the former as well as the prefent defertions were the 
effects of collufion and treachery, between the troops and Abdul- 
wahab with the others to whom the Nabob had entrufted the go¬ 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his fufpicions, which began to 
fee the phantoms of plots and confpiracies, after which the flightefl 
incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap¬ 
pened, which might have railed miftruft in a more lagacious mind. 
The Nabob’s mother had in appanage the fort of Chitore, fituated 
in the mountains, about 20 miles from the pagoda of Tripetti, and 

governed 
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governed it with the adjacent domain, without the interference of 
any other authority. Being old and infirm, flie was lb much fright¬ 
ened by the reports and approach of- the. French troops, that rtie 
packed up her treafure and valuable effects with Ibme of Abdul- 
wahab’s, intending to lend them to Chitore. The fame malice 
which had already prejudiced, eafily perfuac ;d the commandant, 
that both the mother and foil intended to make their efoape from 
the city, and take refuge with fome or other of the Nabob’s enemies. 
Every per Ion and every circumftance were now fulpe&ed of treaibn ; 
a party of Sepoys foized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and both were put into confinement. Ebrar Cawn was obliged 
to depart from the city, the very interpreter and the news-writer of the 
Morattoes were likewife compelled to go. The firft carriages which 
■were proceeding to Chitore, were likewife Hopped and brought to the 
fort, and with them feveral female attendants belonging to the Nabob’s 
mother, over whole palace a ftrong regard was let, to prevent her 
.elcape ; and all letters were intercepted. Abduhvahab, fulpe&ing 
as much mifehief as he was fufpe&ed of, went off with 40 horfemen 
in the night, it was the 24th of September, nor thought himlelf 
fate until he reached Chitore ; the next day his houle was foarched, 
and the moll valuable of his effects, with all his papers, were feized. 
For three days and three nights all the Sepoys of the garrilon were 
marching and counter-marching, taking and changing polls, as if the 
town had been inverted, and in danger of being forced by an army 
of 40,000 men ; whereas, luckily, it was not necefiary to fire a 
lingle mnlket : neverthelefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this focurity, and obliged the Nabob’s mother to quit the city on 
the 2j?th, under artrong guard from Jus garrifon, which efcorted her 
to Covrepauk. The Prefidency heard thefe tidings with amaze¬ 
ment, and finding by the intercepted letters that no evil defrgns had 
beert intended by any of the aggrieved, made candid apologies to all; 
and immediately font another officer to take the command of the 
fort. The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appealed ; 
hut Abduhvahab, either from pride, or Ibme hopes of obtaining an 
Vol. II. I i mde- 
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independant eftablilhment, would not return from Chtfore, but levied 
troops, and correlponded with the Morattoes. 

On the fir ft of October, Mr. Soupire encamped the reft of the JLor- 
rain regiment at Valdoor, as a body of oblervation ready either to inter¬ 
cept any fuccours which might be fent from Fort St. David, or to 
march to the Paliar, if the main body of the Englifh force at Madrafs 
fhould take the field to interrupt the fiege of Chittapet. The kellidar, 
on the firft motion of the French troops, faw his danger, and aiked in 
preffing, but manly terms, the affiftance of the presidency. It was 
then ahnoft too late, for the Englifh had no force at hand, fuffi- 
cient to make their way through the firft divifion which had let 
-down before his fort; neverthelefs ftratagem and activity might have 
conducted lome. Unfortunately tlie Nabob Mahomedally bore a 
deep grudge againft the kellidar, for offences which power rarely 
pardons. He had received his appointment from Murzafajing, 
which had been confirmed by Nazirjing, and by his fucceflor, the pre- 
fent Subah, on the conditions of the ancient governors of forts in 
Indoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftrain inftead of ftrengthen- 
ing the hands of the Nabob, againft whom the kellidar is obliged, 
in many inftances, to Ihut his gates. Nizar Mahomed never quitted 
■this idea of liis own dignity, keeping his court, conftituting officers, 
and levying troops, without alking the Nabob’s con.lent -or approba¬ 
tion ; and lome months before aggravated his offence by receiving a 
■commiffion from Salabadjing, appointing him, in addition to his 
own, and with equal privileges, governor of the neighbouring foil 
of Polore, from which his diftrias had been often molefted. The 
patehts were ufhered into Chittapet with much ceremony, and pro¬ 
claimed to the garrifon and vaffals withoftentation, immediately after 
■which the kellidar took the field with the greateft part of his force, 
•and marched againft Polore. The Nabob, Hung and exalperated, re¬ 
proached the prefidency with the proceedings of their ally* whom, 
having formerly ferved in Bengal under the Nabob Allaverdy, he ac- 
t'ufed of a ftria connexion with his lucceffor Surajahdowlah, from 
whom he ailedged the kellidar had lately received a large fom of 
money, to be employed in conj-unaion with the French at Pondi- 
1 cherry, 



Book VIII. The Carnatic. 24 

cherry, to the di&refs of his own government and the Englifli aJSairs *7>7- 
in the Carnatic. The prefidency reprimanded the kellidar for the < :T. 7 T 
intemperance of his conduct again it Polore, who immediately re¬ 
tired, and apologized with a frankuefs fcarcely compatible with dif- 
fimulation; and from this time, which was the end of the lait 
year, he continued to inform them of his wants, tranfaftions, 
and apprehenfions. Neverthelefs, the Nabob’s reprefentations 
(fufih is the Infirmity of human nature, which enters even into 
public councils) left fufpjcions : otherwife, means would, in all pro¬ 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown 100 Europeans into 
the fort at this juncture ; nor would they before have negleCted to 
fupply it with fome pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
follicited. The fort of Chittapet is built of lfone, and is exten- 
five, being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and 
4.30 on the other fides: it has round towers at the angles, and in 
each of thefo a high cavalier; befides which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longeft, and two on each of the other fides. 

But all thefe towers are much more fpacious, than in the generality 
of the forts of Coromandel; and the gateway On the northern fide is 
the largeft pile of this conftruftion in the Carnatic, being capable of 
containing on its terrafles, five hundred men drawn up under arms. 

The faufle-bray is flrirted by a {height and flight parapet without 
projections into the ditch, which is fupplied with water, but with 
the ufual negligence of Indian fortifications, was at this time in fome 
parts fordable. Adjacent to the weftern fide of the fort, nearly of 
the fame extent, is a pettah, enclofed by a mud wall with round 
towers. The French carried the pettah by affault, in which they 
eflablifhed their breaching battery; erecting likewife two others, 
without, to enfilade. The principal battery, as foon as compleated, 
was rendered ufelefs by an exceffive fall of rain, and as foon as 
repaired, the kellidar fallied, killed part, and drove the refl: of the 
guard away, demounted the cannon, and carried off the ammunition 
and tools. 
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The news of this fuccefs determined the prefidency to fupport 
the kellidar ;■ they ordered the commandant at Arcot to fend a rein¬ 
forcement of Europeans and Sepoys with a fupply of ammunition, 
requeued the Nabob to lend what horfe he had ready, and Arme- 
trow, with his detachment of Morattoes, to join and accompany 
the reinforcement; and, moreover, promifirig to bear the expence, 
follicited Balaventrow to "detach a larger body of Morattoes, 
to harrafs the enemy’s polls, and intercept their convoys. 
But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no ready money, would not expofe 
themfelves; Armetrow was gone to pay his devotions at Tripetti; 
and Balaventrow, with the main body of his army, had left Cada- 
panatam, and was advanced leveral marches towards Viziapore. 
In this interval the French troops which had been kept back at 
Valdore arrived before Chittapet, and with the former force were fuf- 
ficient to inveftrit on all fides, and prevent the introduction of any 
fuccours. 

By the 13th, the breach was practicable, when the French fum- 
moned the kellidar, who anfwered, that he waited the aflault. In 
the enfuing night a party, in which were the grenadiers of Eorrain, 
concealed themfelves near the great gateway, where the ditch was- 
fordable, and at dawn of day the main body advanced from the bat¬ 
tery to the breach, when the fignal was thrown up for the other 
party to efcaladfe, which fucceeded beyond their expectation,, 
meeting few to oppofe them; for the greateft part of the gar- 
riion were affembled with the kellidar at their head at the breach, 
which they defended manfully, until he fell dead, foot by 
two mulket balls: at the fame inftant the efcalade had gained 
the terrafs of' the gateway, from which they proceeded along the 
rampart, driving all before them until they came in flank of the 
breach,, where their fire and onfet confounded the refinance againfl: 
the main aflault, which, a few minutes after- gained the rampart - 
likewile, when the conqueror fpared neither the proftrate nor the 
fugitive, excepting the Englifo foldiers, who were nineteen, to whom 
quarter was offered, which they accepted. None other of the garrifon 
eicaped, excepting fuch as jumped from the walls, and gained the 

plain; 
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plain ; amongft whom were about 50 of the Engliih Sepoys. Fire 1757.-' 
was fet to the dwelling of the kellidar, probably becaufe the women Q a ’ ber ’ 
had barricaded their apartments; and an event is told concerning 
the fate of his principal wife, which, to-fave a dilgrace to human, 
nature, we fhall not repeat. Thus fell N-izar Mahomed, a viftim 
to his good faith,, although fufpe&ed of treachery, and with the ut- 
moll gallantry, although fcarcely believed to be brave. The pre- 
ftdeucy much regretted his fall, becaufe owing in fome meafure to- 
their own negleft, by which their other allies might be rendered dif¬ 
fident of their aftiftance in the hour of danger and diftrefs. 

Nazeabullah, on the approach of the detachment with Polier,, 
broke up his camp before Cadawah,. and retired to Nelore; where, 
he flopped all the votaries puffing from the northward through his 
territory to the feaft: at Tripetti, of which the income by this inter¬ 
ception was confiderably diminifhed; as foon as concluded, the de¬ 
tachment returned to Madrafs,. where they arrived on the 25th of 
September, but in the way Polier fent oft two companies of Sepoys 
to reinforce thofe already at Conjeveram. The fall of Cnittapei 
alarmed the preftdency for all their out garrifons ; and precautions 
were taken in proportion to their importance. Caiangolv {landing 
15 miles s.w. of Chinglapet, on the fouth fide of the Paliar, and near 
the late acquifitions of the French, was garrifoned by 300 Sepoys; but 
as its walls were in a ruinous condition, they were ordeied to letreat,. 
on imminent danger, to Chinglapet, and to repair thitherif Chinglapet 
were threatened before them. What diftrias were beyond Carangoly,. 
and occupied only by flight parties of the enemy’s troops, were con- 
figned to the recovery and management of Murzafabeg, a par¬ 
tisan recommended by the Nabob, who was to account for nothing, 
and maintain them as he could, out of the revenues lie might 
collea. Stores, ammunition, and fome Europeans were lent to, / 
Arcot; and Timary, Covrepauk, Cavantandelum, and two or three 
other, but fmaller forts, were ordered to a£t.in refpea to Arcot, as- 
Carangoly to Chinglapett. But the French army, fearful of ven¬ 
turing too far from Pondkherry, and ftill. more of crofting the - 
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Palm, as the rains were approaching, unexpectedly turned from 
Clnttapet to the fouth, and went again ft Trinomalee. 

During thefe operations and alarms in the Carnatic, the arrival of 
the French fquadron had created equal apprehenfions in the fouthern 
countries. Calliaud received the intelligence from Devi Cotah and 
Fort St. David feveral days before the advices from the prefidency 
could reach Madura, and without delay began his march back to 
Tritchiuopoly, with all the Europeans; but left Mahomed Iffoof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Madura and its 
dependencies, and to recover and protect, as far as the force and oe- 
cafions allowed, the diftricts ofTinivelly: for the timidity of Mo- 
dilee could not ftand the field ; and dreading ftill more to be left 
alone with Mahomed Ifibof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud ; 
who the day after he left Madura, met at Nattam the firft letters 
of the prefidency ordering both himfelf and Mahomed 3 ftoof to return 
immediately toTrtchinopoly ; neverthelefs leveral arrangements, ne- 
ceflarv on a new acquisition of Inch importance, induced him to con¬ 
tinue Mahomed Ifibof ten days longer at Madura. On the 20th, he 
himfelf arrived with the Europeans, 250, at Tritehinopoly, where 
he was foon after informed, that the whole of the French force had 
taken the field ; and although in the interval he received orders coun¬ 
termanding the return either of himlelf or Mahomed Ifibof, he now 
preferred the firft idea of being ready to make head at Tritclnno- 
poly, with a ftrong force, until the feafon, intelligence, or the 
chance of war, might determine what might juftly be apprehended 
from the operations of the enemy. Accordingly Mahomed Ifibof with 
a thoufaud Sepoys, followed him and arrived at Tritehinopoly on the 
8th of October. In the mean time Berkatoolah had been fent with 
propofals to induce Maphuze Khan to quit the Tinivelly country, but 
the arrival of the French force had elevated him with fuch hopes, 
that he re jetted all terms excepting the government both of Madura 
and Tinivelly at certain tributes, which he never intended to pay. 
This anfwer Mahomed Iffoof received before he left Madura ; as 
alfo certain intelligence that Hiderally, the My fore general, was 
at length arrived with a confiderable force at Dindigul: and, as the 
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fetting in of the rains in the Carnatic had by this time removed ail 
apprehenfions of immediate danger to Tritchinopoly, notwithfland- 
ing the redu&ion of Clrittapet, Calliaud refolved that Mahomed 
Ifloof fhould return again to Madura with the troops he had brought, 
as foon as they were refrelhed and furnifhed with lbme additional 
equipments. They accordingly fet out on the 20th of O&ober. 

O11 the 16 th, the fame day that the prefidency received the news 
of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a veilel from Bengal with authen¬ 
tic advices of the revolution in that province produced by the fuc- 
cefs at Plafly : the fucceeding days and veffels brought to the com¬ 
pany, and to individuals, feme part of the treafure which had been 
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa¬ 
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Englifh affairs 
in Coromandel: but this unexpected profperity was fomewhat cloud¬ 
ed by the certainty of not receiving back any part of their troops 
in this feafon of neceffity. Nor were any of the fhips of war to be 
expefted ; for Admiral Pococke, on hearing of the French fqua~ 
riron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges until 
January, for the proteaion of Calcutta, and in expeftation of being 
"joined there by the fhips coming from England; foon after, arrived 
the Queenfborough frigate, diipatched by Commodore Stevens in 
Au«-uft, from St. Augufrine’s bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with 
information of his intentions to proceed with the tour fhips under 
iris command, to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the 
coaft until the beginning of the -next year; but the approach of the 
tempeftuous feafon leflened this difappointment, as it was known tnat 
the French themfelves expedecl no more fhips of force during this 

The 1 *French army from Clrittapet appeared before Trinomalee 
on the 18th. This place, notwithftanding the gallant defence of 
Berkutoolah in 17^3, is more famous for its fanChty than flrength ; 
ft is rituated - miles s. s. w. of Clrittapet, and 30 w, of Gingee, 
a craggy mountain, about two miles in circumference, and riling 
in .the middle to a great height, hath, befidos others, on the higheil 
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"rock, a fmall chapel, which is held in extreme veneration, from a 
periuaiion, that whofoever, except the appointed Bramins, fhould 
prefume to enter it, would immediately be con fumed by a fub terra¬ 
neous fire, riling for the occafibn. On the weflern fide ie a large 
-pet tab, furrouiided by a flight mud wall; it was this Berkatoolah 
defended; from which are the only paths leading to the chapels, 
and in the innerraofl part immediately under the mountain, is a 
• fpacious and well-built pagoda, the refidence of a multitude of 
Bramins and their families, as well as of the images to which the 
■whole mountain and pagoda are cenfecrated. The mountain, pet- 
'tah, and a fpace of arable land to the eafhvard, is enclofed by a 
bound hedge, fitch,* although not fo thick let, as that of Pondi¬ 
cherry. The Nabob’s governor and garrifon abandoned the pettah 
on the appearance of the French army ; which then feparated into 
various detachments againft various places. The neighbouring kel- 
lidar of Polore fur rendered on the firft fummons, and the ftronger 
fort of Ami, redeemed the attack, which was threatened, although 
not intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November the 
ftrongefl of the detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be¬ 
fore the fort of Thiagar, otherwile called Tagadurgam. This 
{lands 30 miles fouth of Trinomalee, in the high road to Volcon- 
dah and Tritchinopoly. It confifls of two fortifications, on a high 
mountain, one above, but communicating with the other, and a 
pettah on the plain to the eafhvard, which has not only the com¬ 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewife furrounded at a fmall 
diflance by an impenetrable hedge ; from which the cannon and 
mufketry of the French detachment could not remove the match¬ 
lock men who defended it, concealed themfclves, and hitting every 
thing that appeared in fight: after two days trial, Saubinet received 
orders to return to Pondicherry, and all the other detachments were 
recalled at the fame time. They had reduced eight forts in the 
neighbourhood of Chittapet, Trinomallee, and Gin gee, and eflablifhed 
renters in the diflri&s which depended on them. 

As foon as the rains abated, the garrifons of Outramalore and 
iChittapet fent out parties to attack the diffri&s and fmalier forts de¬ 
pendant 
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pendant on Carangoly and Arcot, and flight fldn lilies enfued with 
various fuccefs. The harveft ripening in the beginning of Novem¬ 
ber, Murzafabeg took poll with 300 Sepoys levied by himfelf, and 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, {landing midway be¬ 
tween Outramalore and Arcot, was the moil central fituation to 
protect the diftrifts under his own management: the fort being 
ftrong enough to refill a fudden aflault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away tbofe of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages, for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
enemy in veiled the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by fome Europeans, 
with three field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
time in Arcot, on notice of the danger, detached five companies of 
Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu¬ 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of 
the 13th of December, fell upon the befiegers at day-break the next 
morning, beat up all their ports, and took their field-pieces, with 
which he returned the day after to Arcot; but left one of his com- 
pames of Sepoys to reinforce I rivatorc. On the 28th ^00 Sepoys 
came again and took pofleflion of the pettah, but were driven away 
by the garrifon on the laft day of the year. At the fame time ano¬ 
ther party from Outramalore blocked up two companies of Sepoys, 
placed in the mud fort of Cavautandelum, which {lands-about 10 
miles to the N.w. of Outramalore, and about midway between Sala- 
wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatyne marched’ with five com¬ 
panies from Carangoly, and beat the Enemy away ; but deeming 
the port; untenable, withdrew the guard. Thus ended the year in 
the cliftrifts of the Carnatic near the Paliar. 

The Morattoe, Balaventrow, immediately after the conclufion of 
Armetrow’s negotiation, and his own devotions at Tripetti, 
marched with the main body of his army from the pafs of Cu- 
dapanatam, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob of this 
province had afl'emhled his force, 6000 herfe, and had been joined 
by thole of Canoul, with 3000 more, all reputed, although not 
really, Phans. This army waited fiir the enemy near the city of 
Cudapah, which ftands about 150 miles N. and by w. of Arcot, 
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and is an open town. The Morratoes, contrary- to their ufual war¬ 
fare, were as eager for a decisive battle as the Pitans, It was fought 
on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended with the 
death of the Nabob of Cudapah ; the city fell a prey to the conque— 
rprs, who plundered everything, and found a valuable booty,. Ba- 
laventrow foon after received, with the requeft of the prelidency,, 
an order from Balajerow, to affift the Englifii, and immediately 
detached 1000 horfe to Arcot; but they did not arrive until Chit- 
tapet was taken; and the fubfequent motions of the French 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was in the power of 
the Englifh force to proteCt without rifquing a general battle, the 
prefidency fpared the expence of taking this cavalry into their pay;. 
which however did not join the French, but remained with Arme¬ 
tro w at Arcot until the 5th of December; when he proceeded with, 
them and his former efcorte to Velore, wh.ere they remained quietly 
until the end of January, waiting the orders of Balaventrow. 

The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat of 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palamcotah near the Co¬ 
le roon, which they inverted,, in the beginning of December, with 
100 Europeans, feme field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, from the gar- 
rilon of Chilambarum, but, having no battering cannon, they were 
only able to get pofleffion of the pettah, from whence they col¬ 
lected the revenues of the lands dependant on the fort, which, as 
we have laid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage of 
the Nabob of Cudapah, and were commanded by one of his near 
relations. The death of the late Nabob did not alter the depen- 
dance, and as he had been for fame time on friendly terms with the 
Englifh, 30 Sepoys, with as much ammunition .-as they could carry, 
werefent from Fort St. David, and found means to get into the fort. 

Whllfi Mahomed Ifloof was waiting the decifion of his return from 
Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyde rally had marched from Dindigul, 
took the fort of Sholavanden without refifiance, and entered the dis¬ 
tricts of Madura without oppofition. He continued feveral days 
under the walls of the city; but, finding it much ftronger than he 
expected, contented himfelf with plundering the country, fend- 
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mg off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On the ap¬ 
proach of Mahomed Ifloof, he took poll with a part of his army 
near the iffue of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept lus 
march. Mahomed Hoof without helitation attacked, and, with 
the advantage of fuperior difcipline, and the execution of his field- 
pieces, obliged the Myforeans to give way; who, decamping the 
enfuing night, crofled the country to Chevelpetore. By this time, 
the mifchief they had had done having left nothing more to get 
worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally Collected 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul, Mahomed Ifloof, on 
his arrival at Madura, enlifted 400, the beft of Berkatoolah’s ca¬ 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 15 miles from 
the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement, having 
as neutrals, neither given moleftation to the Myforeans, or received 
any from them. He, at the fame time, fent invitations to thofe 
with Maphuze Khan, and whatfbever other bodies were ailing as 
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly country. As foon as the 
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelly, with a 
very confiderable force. Palling along the diftricts of Etiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoftages, which were in the camp, pay¬ 
ing 18,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the 
town of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma¬ 
phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
jiad, during his refidence there, made various attempts, to 
get poffeffion of the fort of Palamcotah, but had taken Calacad, 
and given it to the king of Travancore. Mahomed Ifloof, with a 
part of the army, marched immediately againfl this place, which 
the Tra van cores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed 
by him, retired behind their walls in the pafles of the mountains, 
at the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of 
other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had 
placed in Papancolam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadafs ; and thofe fla- 
tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. All thefe' 
places lie to the n.w. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville; and parties 
of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed Ifloof had returned 
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to Tiniveily by the end of November; and on the 28th of this 
month, a Jemautdar of horfe lately enlifted endeavoured, with 
fome of his troops, ■ to break through his guards to the apartment 
in which he was, as ufual, laid down to deep in the afternoon, Ma¬ 
homed Iff oof darting up joined his guards, and more coming, all. 
the intruders were cut down on the Ipot, but killed fome of their op¬ 
ponents. At this time, he received intelligence, that the French 
garrifon in the pagoda of Seringham had lent a detachment of Eu¬ 
ropeans and Sepoys with artillery, to Hyderally at Dindigul, whoj 
on their arrival, it was faid, was preparing to return againft 
Madura: the news, although premature, was believed, and deter¬ 
mined Mahomed Ifloof to be there before them. AccordincJv 
on the 1 ft of December, he began his march from Tiniveily, 
leaving there and in the other pofts, a fufficient force to make head 
againft Maphuze Khan and Iris allies, and on the 4th arrived at 
Chevelpetore, where he remained waiting for more certain advices 
concerning the Myforeans, until the end of the month and in the 
mean time, fent a ftrong detachment to repair the fort of Shola- 
vanden. Before this time, no farther expe&ation remained of Moo- 
dilee’s abilities to manage the revenues ; and he was called to Ma- 
drafs, in order to exhibit and explain the details of his adminiftra- 
tion; but remained lick and fettling his accounts in the woods of 
Ton diman-. Calliaud had fent Lieutenant Rumbold in. the month- 
of Auguft to communicate the ftate of the country; but this of¬ 
ficer died on the way at Fort St. David in. the month of Septem¬ 
ber : and the prefidency, as foon as the rains were fet in, ordered, 
Calliaud himfelf to come. He arrived on the 14th of November,: 
under the fate-guard of a paflport from Pondicherry, and having, 
communicated his knowledge and opinions returned on the 4th, and- 
reached Tritchmopoly on the 12th of December: his. rep refen ra¬ 
tions convinced the prefidency, that the difturbances would never* 
ceafe, nor any revenue be collefted, adequate to the military expences, 
wbilft Maphuze Khan maintained his force, pretenfions, and al¬ 
liances, in thefo countries. It was therefore propoled to the Nabob, 
who ftill continued at Madrafs,. that Maphuze Khan Ihould be af- 
1 fored 
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fured of receiving an annual Income, fufficient for his decent 
maintenance, out of the revenues, provided he would quit the 
country with his cavalry, and dilband Ills other troops. By this 
plan, if nothing fliould be got, nothing would be loft; and the 
French, fruftrated of all connexions, would find it impra&icable to 
get footing in thefe provinces. The Nabob approved the propofol, 
and lent an agent to treat with Maphuze IChan. 

Thus ended this buly anxious year in the Carnatic and its depen¬ 
dencies, daring which almoft every day brought the folicitude of 
fome fufpended event, or the expectation of fome important mil- 
chance ; but unremitting caution and vigilance, directed by know¬ 
ledge and fogacity, fupplied the defeat of force. The only error 
committed by the prefidency was their negledt of Chittapet,. which 
was feverely atoned by its lofs.- The only advantage obtained was 
the acquifition of Madura ; but this much more than compenfated all 
the detriments of the year. Thus the EngUfh councils. To thofe of 
Pondicherry no blame could be imputed, becaufe they were reft rifted 
by the moft pofitive orders from France, and even ventured more 
than they were authorized to rifque.- 

Mr. Bully, the commander of their forces in the Decan, had 
during this year employed them with much more adHvity, becaule 
uncontrouled in his operations. His army, continuing their march 
from Hyderabad, arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna in the end of 
November of the preceding year, from whence, inftead of going to - 
Mafulipatam, they ftruck to the north-eaft, and proceeded by a 
frequented road, through the province and city ot Elore, from 
whence they arrived on the 19th of December at the city ot Ra* 
mundrum, lituated on the Godaveri,- about 30 miles from the fea, 
and a day’s march from the Englifh faftory at Ingeram. On their 
approach, Ibrahim Cawn, whom Mr. Bully had railed to tne go¬ 
vernment of this and the province of Chicacole, dreading the pu- - 
nilhment. of his ingratitude during the diftrels of Charmaul, quit¬ 
ted the country, and went away to ■ Aurengabad;. but the Rajah 
Vizeramrauze, confident in the proofs he had given ot his attach¬ 
ment, met their army accompanied by fevcral other Indian chiels, 

with their forces, which, with his own, amounted to 10000 men; he 
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was received with every mark of refpedt, and employed the favour 
in which he flood, to the gratification of an animofity, which had 
long been the leading' paflion of his mind. The tradition of thefe 
countries fays, that many centuries before Mahomedanifm, a king 
of Jaggernaut, in Orixa, marched to the fouth with a great army, 
which fubdued not only thefe provinces, but, croffing the Kalina, 
conquered in the Carnatic, as far as Conjeveram: thefe con quells 
he diftributed in many portions to his relatione, officers, and menial 
fervants, from whom feveral of the prefent northern Polygars pre¬ 
tend to be lineally defcended, and to govern at this very time the 
very diftridts which were then given to their anceftor. All who 
claim this genealogy, eflcera themfelves the highefl blood of native 
Indians, next to the Bramins, equal to the Rajpoots, and fupport 
this pre-eminence by the haughtiefl obfervances, infomucli that the 
bi'eath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re¬ 
quires ablution : their women never transfer themfelves to a le- 
cond, but burn with the hufband of their virginity; and, although 
this cruel practice ia not unfrequent in moft of the high families 
and calls throughout India, yet it is generally optional: but with 
the women of thefe antient Polygars, the moft indifpenlable of 
neeeflities. 

The firft in rank of thefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was Rangarao of Bobilee: the fort of this name ftands 
dole to the mountains about 140 miles n. e. of Vizagapatam; 
the diftridts are about twenty fquare miles. There- had long 
been a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizeramrauze, 
whofe perfon, how much foever he feared his power, Rangarao 
held in the utmoft contempt, as of low extradlion, and of new 
note. Diflridts belonging to Vizeramrauze adjoined to thofe of 
Bobilee, whofe people diverted the water of the rivulets, and made 
depredations,, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better military 
means, and from the nature of Rangarao’s country, could not reta¬ 
liate. Vizeramrauze ufed his utmoft influence and arguments to 
perfuade Mr. Bully of the neceflity of removing this neighbour ; 
and Mr. Bully propofed, that he -fhould quit his hereditary ground 
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of Bobilee, in exchange for other lands of greater extent and value, 
in another part of the province; but Rangarao treated the propofal 
as an infult. Soon after, it became neceflary to fend a detachment 
of Sepoys to lome diitri&s at a diftance, to which the fliorteft road 
lay through fome part of the woods of Bobilee: permiffion was 
obtained ; but, eitlier by fome contrivance of Vizeramrauze, or the 
predetermination of Rangarao, the detachment was lharply at¬ 
tacked, and obliged to retire with the lofs of 30 Sepoys killed, and 
more wounded. Vizeramrauze improved this moment of indigna¬ 
tion ; and Mr. Bufly, not forefeeing the terrible event to which he 
was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to 
expel the Polvgar and all his family.. 

The province of Chicacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills in— 
creafe in frequency and magnitude, as they approach the vaft range 
of mountains that bound this, and the province of Rajahmundrum, 
to the n.w.. The hills, and the narrower bottoms, which leparate 
them, are fufiered to over-run with wood, as the belt protection to 
the opener vailies allotted for cultivation- The Polvgar, belides his 
other towns and forts.,, has always one fituated in the moft difficult 
part of his country, which is intended as the laft refuge for him- 
felf and all of his own blood.. The fingular conftruction of this, 
fort is adequate to all the intentions of defence amongft a people unufed 
to cannon, or other means of battery. Its out-line is a regular fquare,.. 
which rarely exceeds zqq yards ; a large round tower is raifed at each 
of the angles, and a fquare projection in the middle of each of' 
the fides. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampart: 
within only 12* which is likewife its breadth at top, although, 
it is laid much broader at bottom; the whole is of tempered, clay,, 
raifed in diftind layers, of which each is left expofed to the fun, 
until thoroughly hardened, before the next is applied.. T.he parapet 
riles 1 o feet above the rampart, and Is only three feet thick. It is 
indented five feet down from the top in interftices fix. inches wide,, 
which are three or four feet afunder. A foot above the bottom of 
thefe interftices and battlements, runs a line of round holes, ano¬ 
ther two feet lower, and a third within two feet of the rampart: 

Tliefo 
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1 7 S 7 m Thefe holes are, as ufual, formed with pipes of baked clay: they ferve 
December. *° r f he employment of fire-arms, arrows, and lances; and the interfaces 

for the freer ule of all thefe arms, inftead of loop-holes, which cannot 
be infertcd or cut in the clay. The towers, and the fquare projec¬ 
tions in the middle, have the fame parapet as the reft of the wall; 
and in two of the projections, on oppofite tides of the fort, are 
gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, hut on one 
•fide, from whence it continues through half the mafs, and then 
turns by a right angle into the place; and, on any alarm, the 
whole paffage is choaked up with trees, and the outfide fur- 
rounded to fome diftance with a thick bed of thick brambles. 
The rampart and parapet is covered by a fhed of ftrong thatch, 
Supported by polls ; the eaves of this fhed project over the bat¬ 
tlements, but fall fo near, that a man can fcarcely fqueeze his 
body between : This fhed is fhelter both to the rampart and guards 
againft the fun and rain. An area of 500 yards, or more, in every 
direction round the fort, is preferved clear, of which the circumfer¬ 
ence joins the high wood, which is kept thick, three, four, or five 
miles in breadth around this center. Few of thefe forts permit more 
■than one path through the wood. The entrance of the path from with¬ 
out is defended by a wall, exaCtly fimilar in conftruCtion and ifrength 
to one of the fides of the fort; having its round towers at the ends, 
and the fquare projection with its gateway in the middle. From 
natural fagacity, tiiey never raife this redoubt 011 the edge of the 
wood; but at the bottom of a reccfs, cleared on purpole, and on 
each fide of the recefs, raife breaft-works of earth or hedge, to 
. gall the approacn. The path admits only three men abreaft, winds 

•continually, is every where commanded by breaft-works in the 
thicket, and has in its courfe feveral redoubts, fimilar to that of the 
' entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-works on each hand. Such 

were the defences of Bobilee; againft which Mr. Bufly marched, with 
750 Europeans, of whom 250 were horfe, four field-pieces, and 
eleven thoufand Peons and Sepoys, the army of Vizeramrauze, 
who commanded them in perfon# 

W htlft the field-pieces plied the parapet of the firft redoubt at the 
entrance of the wood, detachments entered into the fide of the recefs 

with 


Book VIII. Northern Provinces. 257 

with fire and hatchet, and began to make a way, which tended to 1757. 
bring them in the rear of the redoubt; and the guard, as foon as con- pVccmhLf. 
vinced of their danger, abandoned their ftation, and joined thofe in the 
ports behind ; the fame operations continued through the whole path, 
which was five miles in length, and with the fame fuccefs, although 
not without lofs. When in fight of the fort, Mr. Bufly divided his 
troops into four divifions, allotting one, with a field-piece, to the at¬ 
tack of each of the towers. Rangarao was here, with all his pa¬ 
rentage, 2 50 men bearing arms, and nearly twice this number of 
women and children. 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, January, 
with the field-pieces againft the four towers; and the defenders, 
left fire might catch the thatch of the rampart, had pulled it down. 

By nine o’clock, feveral of the battlements were broken, when 
all the leading parties of the four divifions advanced at the fame 
time, with fcaling ladders ; but, after much endeavour for an hour, 
not a man had been able to get over the parapet; and many had 
fallen wounded; other parties followed with as little fuccefs, until 
all we re fo fatigued, that a cefiation was ordered, during which the 
field-pieces, having beaten down more of the parapet, gave the fecond 
-attack more advantage ; but the ardour of the defence encreafed with 
the danger. The garrifon fought with the indignant ferocity of wild 
hearts, defending their dens and families: feveral of them flood, as in 
-defiance, on the top of the battlements, and endeavoured to grapple 
with the fir ft afcendants, hoping with them to twift the ladders 
down; and this failing, ft abbed with their lances, but being wholly 
expofed themfelves were eafily fhot by aim from the rear of the 
efcalade. The aflailants admired, for no Europeans had ever feen 
fuch excefs of courage in the natives of Indoftan, and continually 
offered quarter, which was always anfwered by the menace and in¬ 
tention of death : not a man had gained the rampart at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when another cefiation of .the attack eniued; on which 
Rangarao affembled the principal men, told them there was no 
hope? of maintaining the fort, and that it was immediately ne- 
ceflary to preferve their wives and children from the violation or 
Europeans, and the more ignominious authority of VizeramraUze. 
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1757. A number called without diftinCtion were allotted to the work; they 

I^cccmher P roceedect » ever 7 man with a torch, his lance, and pomard, to the 

January. * habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they fet fire indif- 
criminately, plying the flame with ftraw prepared with pitch and 
brimltone, and every man {tabbed without remorfe, the woman 
or child, whichfoever attempted to efcape the flame and fuffo- 
cation. Not the helplefs infant clinging to the bofom of its mother 
faved the life of either from the hand of the hufband and father. 
The utmoft excefies whether of revenge or rage were exceeded by the 
atrocious prejudices which dilated and performed this horrible facrifice. 
The inaflacre being finifhed, thofe who accomplifhedit, returned, like 
men agitated by the furies, to die themfelves on the walls. Mr. 
Law, who commanded one of the divifions, obferved, whilft look¬ 
ing at the conflagration, that the number of the defenders was 
confiderably diminiihed, and advanced again to the attack: 
after feveial ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got over the 
parapet, and maintained their footing in the tower until more 
fecured the pofl'effion. Rangarao haftening to the defence of the 
tower, was in this inftant killed by a mu fleet ball. His fall 
encreafed, if poflible, the defperation of his friends; who, crowd¬ 
ing to revenge his death, left the other parts of the ramparts 
bare; and the other divifions of the French troops, having^ ad¬ 
vanced likewife to their refpeCtive attacks, numbers on all ikies 
got over the parapet without oppoiition : neverthelefs, none of the 
defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter; but each fell 
advancing againft, or ftruggling with, an antagonift; and even when 
fallen, and in the laft agony, -would refign hispoignard only to death. 
The {laughter of the conflict being compleated, another much more 
dreadful, prefented itfelf in the area below: the tranfport of vidoiy 
loft all its joy: all gazed on one another with filent aftonifliment 
and remorfe, and the fierceft could not refufe a tear to the deplorable 
deftruChon fpread before them. Whilfl contemplating it, an old 
man, leading a boy, was perceived advancing from a diltant reeds : 
he was welcomed with much attention and refpeCt, and conducted 
by the crowd to Mr. Law, to whom he prefented the child with 
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tnefe words ; “ This is the Ion of Rangarao, whom I have preferred 
“ again ft his father’s will.” Another emotion now fucceeded, and 
the prefervation of this infant was felt by all as fome alleviation to 
the horrible cataftrophe, of which they had been the unfortunate au¬ 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately fent to Mr. 
Bufly, who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not 
go into it, but remained in his tent, where lie received the facred 
captives with the humanity of a guardian appointed by the ftrongeft 
claims of nature, and immediately commanded patents to be pre¬ 
pared, appointing the foil lord of the territory which he had offered 
the father in exchange for the diftrifts of Bobilee; and ordered 
them to be ftridtly guarded in the camp from the malevolence of 
enemies. 

The en fnln g night and the two fucceedmg days palled in the 
ufual attentions, efpecially the care of the wounded, who were 
many ; but in the middle of the third night, the camp was alarm* 
ed by a tumult in the quarter of Vizeramrauze. Four of the fol- 
diers of Rangarao, on feeing him fall, concealed themielves in an 
unfrequented part of the fort until the night war far advanced, when 
they dropped down the walls, and fpeaking 'the fame language, 
patTed unfufpe&ed through the quarters of Vizeramrauze, and 
gained the neighbouring thickets ; where they remained the two foe- 
ceeding days,watching until the buftleof the camp had fubfided; when 
two of them quitted their retreat, and having by their language again 
deceived thofe by whom they were queftioned, got near the tent of 
Vizeramrauze; then creeping on the ground they palled under 
the back part, and entering the tent found him lying on his bed, alone, 
and afleep. Vizeramrauze was extremely corpulent, infomuch that 
he could fcarcely rear himfelf from his leat without afliftance: the 
two men, reftraining their very breath, ftruck in the fame inftant 
with their poignards at his heart; the firft groan brought in a .cen- 
tinel, who fired, but milled ; more immediately thronged in, but the 
murderers, heedlefs of themfelves, cried out, pointing to the body, 
« L 00 k here ! We are fatisiied.” They were iuftantly fliot by the 
croud, and mangled after they had fallen ; but had ftabbed Vizeram- 
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ranze in 32 places. Had they foiled, the other two remaining in the 
foreft were bound by the fame oath to perform the deed, or perilh in 

the attempt. . „ _ , 

The army haftened to quit this tragic ground. They proceeded: 

through the hills to the north, fummoniilg the tributes of a variety 
of poly gars, who, terrified by the fate oi BobilEe, paid without re¬ 
finance ; nor did they meet any opposition, until they arrived at the 
difhicts of Gumfeer. This country is much more extenfive than 
that of any other of the antient Polygarsit commences about 40 
miles to the North-weft of Ganjam, extending about 50 miles in 
that direction, and 20 in breadth ; it .is even more impenetrable 
than the country of Bobilee, its forefts confifting entirely of bam- 
boes, which grow clofer, and refill the axe and fire better than any 
other vegetation relying on which, the inhabitants do not think it 
neceflary to eredt redoubts for the defence of their paths, but ob~ 
ftrudt them with frequent and temporary barriers of bamboes, 
wrought in a variety of entanglements. The polygar of Gumfeer 
refufed his tribute, of which the arrears amounted to 1 Bo,000 ru¬ 
pees ; and Mr. BuSfy, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northermoft parts of the Chicacole province, refolved to employ 
fome of the time in reducing this country. Day by day the troops 
were employed with exceflive toil and fatigue in rooting up, cutting 
down, and endeavouring to burn a way through the forefl. The 
whole diftri£t is efteemed one of the hotteft regions of Indoftan, 
and is peculiarly Subject to Strokes of the fun ; by which Seven Eu¬ 
ropeans were in one day killed; feveral barriers were forced, or pall, 
and the Polygar, beginning to think himSelf in danger, made propo- 
fals, which Mr.,. Bully was equally willing to accept, having loft 
30 Europeans, and a much greater number of Sepoys, in the little 
progrefs which the army had made; this accommodation was con¬ 
cluded in the middle of April. 

Some time before, Mr. Bully had received letters from Surajah 
Doulah, the nabob of Bengal, requefting his affiftance to expel their 
common enemy, the Englilh, out of that province; the Nabob of¬ 
fered to defray all the expence s of the French army, and promifed 
3 further 
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further explanations : which Mr, Bully fuppofed would be brought 
by tome principal officer of his court, furnifhed with the means of 
conducting the army through the province of Orixa; in which ex¬ 
pectation he reiolved to remain near the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from. Gumfeer to Ganjam, which is the 
laft town in Chicacole. It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing vefi'els, and the French had at this time a faCtory there: the 
army remained in the neighbourhood until the 10th of May, but, 
in head of further overtures from Surajah Dowlah, received intelli¬ 
gence, that the Englifli had taken the French fettlement of Chan- 
dernagore; which convincing Mr. Bully of the imbecillity of the 
Nabob, who had fufEred them to gain fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquilhed all ideas of further connexion with him 
but reiolved immediately to make retaliation on the Englifli fettle- 
ments in the northern provinces. 

In conlequence of his orders the Europeans he had left in garrilon at 
Rajahmundrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
again!! the factories of'Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, 
which Hand near the fea on three different arms of the Godaveri. The 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap rates, and the three facto¬ 
ries annually furniflied 700 bales for the Company’s market in England* 
Ingeram only had foldiers, ancl only 20, and all the three factories fur- 
rendered on the firlt requilition. The reduction of Vizagapatam, 
as being nearer, Mr. Bully referved to himfelf; but being fure of 
his prize, remained in the city of Chicacole until he had fettled the 
affairs of this government. On the 24th of June the van of his 
army appeared before Vizagapatam. A river coming from the north 
and turning ihort eaftward to the fea, forms an arm of land, a mile 
and half in length : and 600 yards in breadth.. Nearly in the middle 
of this ground hands the fort, of which the conftruCtion by re¬ 
peated miltakes was become fo abi'urd, that it was much lefs defen- 
fible than many of the ancient barons’ caltles of Europe., The face 
towards the river was choaked by houfes. A whole town lay with¬ 
in o 00 yards to the north, a village at the fame diftan.ee to the fouth, 

and leveral buildings on each of thefe tides flood much nearer the 
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walls; towards the lea, the efplanade was clear, excepting a lalut- 
mg battery, where a lodgement might be eafily made; after many 
injudicious additions of works round the fort, which only made it 
worfe, it was found neceflary to throw up an entrenchment to the 
north, beyond the town, in the Ihoulder of the peninfula, quite 
acrofs from the river to the lea, with a battery at each extremity, 
and another on a hillock npar the center, but this was commanded 
by a fan d-hill directly oppofite, and within point-blank. The accefs 
acrofs the river from the fouth, was fufficiently lecured by batte¬ 
ries, which commanded not only the paflage, but the entrance of 
the river itlelf, through which all embarkations from the lea mull gain 
the fhore, as the furf prevents even a boat from landing on the 
beach : indeed the whole fcheme of the defences feemed to have 
been calculated only to oppofe the attempts of pirates and polygars. 
The garrifon confided of 150 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoys; 
the Englilh families in the town were 50 perfons. On the lame day that 
thevanofMr. Bully’s army appeared in fight, the Company’s IhipMarl- 
bo rough anchored in the road, on board of which was the chief en¬ 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal. He landed, and having the 
next morning reviewed the works, with Captain Charles Campbell, 
who commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that the extent 
could not be defended, even with a much greater force ; and advifed 
that all the Europeans Ihould be immediately embarked, and the 
Sepoys, with two or three officers, left to make the bed; capitula¬ 
tion they could; but all the boat and fifhermen had delerted in the 
night, and the wind blew fo ftrong from the fea, that none but 
thofe accuftomed could manage the boats over the bar, which that 
of the Marlborough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
twice overfet and a man drowned before fhe got out. At noon, can¬ 
non appeared on the land hill ; foon after the main body of the 
enemy, and a fummons to furrender; after two or three meffages, 
the capitulation was figned at 11 at night. All the Europeans, 
w hither troops or inhabitants, were to be pnloners of war; the 
Sepoys and natives free to go where they liked; the Company’s 
uiects, capture; individuals, Mr. Bully laid, Ihould have no realbn 

to 
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to complaiu: he kept his word with the utmoft liberality, refign- 
iiig without diicufiion whatloever property any one claimed as his 
own. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch faftory of 
- Bimlapatam, 12 miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 
1 eicival, Captain Campbell, and feveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

From Vizagapatam, the army proceeded to Rajahmundrum, where 
they remained fome time, and then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northward, to awe the tributaries who {hewed any ten¬ 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any hoftilities 
of confoquence. Thus ended the year 1757, in the northern pro¬ 
vinces : during which, the abfence of Mr. Bully from the court of 
Salabadjiug, gave his enemies the opportunity they wiihed, of taking 
meafures to weaken the future effects of his influence over that 
prince, in the administration of his government. 

Nizamally and Baflalut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjiug, 
who, as well as himfelf, were prifoners in the camp of Murzafjajing, 
when the death of this prince in Cudapah, with the influence of 
Mr. Bufly in his army, raifed Salabadjiug to the throne of the 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mr. Bufly then forefaw, that the two 
brothers would be made the enfigns of faction and revolt, if they 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govern¬ 
ment ; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, mull be great. 
He therefore advifed Salabadjiug to allow them incomes Sufficient for 
all indulgencies, but to give them no appointments of trufl: and 
power, and to oblige them, under pretence of difUn&ion, to accom¬ 
pany him wherefcever he moved. In this reftraint, tempered by all 
exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfied, until the 
open rupture between Mr. Bufly and Salabadjing’s adminifl:ration at 
Sanore; when Shanavaze Khan refolved to raife them into public 
importance, as his own future patrons, with the very views, of which 
the apprehenfion had led Mr. Bufly to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
lazerow was, as we have feen, encamped at that time before Sanore; 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, foppreffing 
the motive, and requefled him to urge the advice to Salabadjiug, 
4 with 
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with the document of his own example, who always employed Ills 
brothers, or his fon, in the moft important expeditions, which he 
could not attend himfelf. Balagerow knew that his own policy 
could not be the rule of a different ftate, and weaker underff anding ; 
but faw the views of Shanavaze Khan, and wilhing for the very 
divifions they would create in the adminiftration of the Decan, gave 
the advice ; and Salabadjing, always eafily led, appointed Nizamally, 
the elder of the two brothers, to the government of Berar, the moft 
extenfive in the empire, but of which more than half had been aif- 
membered by the conquefts of the Morattoe Janogee ; and to Bal- 
falut Jung he gave the country ot Adoni, which lies fouth of the 
Kriftna and north of Myfore ; Baflalut Jung went from Sanore to 
his government, but Nizamally not until after the reconciliation of 
Charmaul. 

The brothers being then eftahlilhed, Mr. Bully could do no better 
than appear indifferent to the arrangements he could not reverfe 
without renewing the immediate effect of unappeafed animoiities, 
before lie was in a ftate to encounter them. He therefore went away, 
as we have feen in November, to the ceded provinces, as the moft 
•certain means of providing money, without umbrage, for future con¬ 
tingencies. On the \ yth of December, Salabadjing began his in¬ 
tended march from Golcondah to Aurengabad. The army con lifted 
of 10,000 horfe, and 15,000 foot, with the French detachment of 
200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, whom Shanavaze Khan could find 
no pretence to prevent from accompanying Salabadjing. They ar¬ 
rived at Beder in the beginning of January, when Balagerow was 
taking the field at Poni, And Shailavaze Khan defiring to gain his 
concurrence to the defigns he had formed, refolved to loiter in this 
part of the country, hoping that the approach of Balagerow might 
give opportunities of an interview-between them. He accordingly led 
the array againft a confiderable Rajah named Chimderlain, whole 
territory lay near Calberga, 40 miles to the fouth of Beder, and 
wjiilft hoftilities were carrying on againft the Rajah ; he u.mmoned 
Baffault Jung to join the ftandard of the Subahlhips with the forces 
from his government of Adoni; which added another delay until 
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their arrival. But advices being received that Balagerow was march¬ 
ing Hreight to the fouth, and intended to crofs the KriHna, the 
Subah’s army renewed their march to the norward, when in the 
beginning of February news arrived, that the Aflghans had taken 
Delhi, that a large detachment of their army were plundering Agra, 
and that parties from this detachment were on the road toBrampour; 
which, from lome conclufions of which we are ignorant, determined 
the Subah’s council to proceed no farther to the north, whilft the 
Pitans were fuppofed to have any intentions of advancing to the 
fouth; fo that they did not approach Aurungabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khali, who had been Duan of 
the Decan, and had given the nothern maritime provinces to the 
French, died at Aurengabad ; his trealures were reported to be great, 
and with all his effects reverted, according to the inflitutions of the 
government,to the fovereign ; but they were depofited in the fortreis 
of Doltabad, of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
always been obfequious to his will. 

This place is called, and deemed impregnable, Handing on the 
fummit of a mountain, which is furrounded w ith two other inclofures, 
of which that on the plain contains a large town : notwithHanding 
the neceffity of communication to admit troops and provifions, each 
has its particular governor: but the two lower forts are fo overtowered 
by the upper, that they rarely refift the will of the governor there, 
who, until the late conffifions of the empire, was always efpecially ap ¬ 
pointed by the Great Mogul. 

Shanavaze Khan had fucceeded Seid Lafcar in the office of Duan, 
of which one of the moft beneficial duties is to take poffeffion 
for the emperor of the eflates of all who die, holding, or having 
held, any office in the government: he therefore proceeded feveral 
days before the army, with a large detachment and fome artillery, 
and fummoned all the forts ; the loweft after a flight refinance, and 
much parley, furrendered on the third day : the governors of the 
two others being leagued together held out a month ; but having 
negle&ed to lay-in a Hock of provifions, and being furrounded by 
the whole of Salabadjing’s army, they at length yielded to money; 
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and Shanavaze Khan immediately changed the garrifons, and placed 
one of his own dependants in the command of all the forts, with 
the unwilling compliance of Salabadjing, and the approbation of the 
Emperor’s Duan, Mahomed Huflein, whom Shanavaze Khan had 
lately gained over to his views. He found in the fort a great treafure 
belonging to Seid Lafcar Khan, of which 700,000 rupees were pub- 
lickly avowed, and more fufpefted. In the end of September a body 
of 6000 Morattoes from Poni, under the command of Vizvazrow, the 
elded fon of Balagerow, arrived near Aurengabad, with pretenfions 
of which we are ignorant: their march had been expeded, and gave 
Shanavaze Khan a pretence to call up Nizamally from Berar with 
the troops of his government, who arrived at the fame time as Viz¬ 
vazrow ; the Morattoe chiefs dependant on the Subahfhip, and feveral 
others, had been likewife fummoned and were come up, lb that the 
whole force under the dandard of the Subab was near 40,000 horfe, 
befides the foot. The Morattoes, notwithdanding their inferiority, 
proceeded to hodilities, but confined them to Ikirmilhes, in which 
they were always repulfed by the artillery of the French detach¬ 
ment ; neverthelefs Nizamally aflumed the merit of thele fuccefles, 
and working at the fame time by his emiflaries amongft Salabadjing’s 
troops, inftigated them to clamour, and infult him in his palace for 
the arrears of their pay, of which 22 months were due. During 
this tumult Shanavaze Khan, as if afraid of the refentment ofSala- 
badjing, took refuge in the fort of Doltabad. 

Salabadjing was terrified, without money, and, by the means of 
Shanavaze Khan, without credit; and Nizamally taking the advan¬ 
tage he had prepared, profered to interfere and appeafe the troops, 
provided he was intruded, whild neceflary, with the adminiftration 
of the government, and the difpofal of the great feal of the Subahlhip 
This inftrument ratifies all treaties, confirms all governments, au- 
thenticates all grants and boons of confequence, and warrants all 
alignments of the revenue : it therefore always remains at lead in 
the dwelling of the prince, and generally under his own eye, except¬ 
ing at Delhi, where it is ufually confided to the Vizier. Salabadjing, 
being without refource, confented; and Nizamally immediately be¬ 
came 
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came inverted with fovereign power, but left the appearances to Sala- 
badjing, whom he affected to confult; and abrogated none of his 
indulgences, which this prince was naturally inclined to prefer to 
the cares of his ftate. Nizamally immediately gave additional ho¬ 
nours and jaghires to his brother Baflaulet Jung, and with a fubtle 
affectation of indifference concerning the feal, committed it to his 
care. Both the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salabadjing, 
who received him with the exterior ceremonials of good-will and 
favour. The officer who commanded the French detachment 
had neither experience nor force fufficient to counteract the pro- 
grefs of this plot; but redoubled his attention in guarding the 
perfon of Salabadjing, which perhaps faved his life. It was the 
general opinion that the expedition of the Morratoes with Vizvazrow 
had been concerted by Shanavaze Khan, as the leading means of ac- 
complifliing this revolution. 

It happened in the middle of December ; Mr. Bufiy received intel¬ 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of January, and 
immediately began his march, with all his force, to releafe Salabadjing 
from thefe bonds. We fliall now return to the affairs of Bengal. 

THE firft news of the French fquadron was brought to Calcutta 
on the 17th of September, by the Revenge, which had efcaped from 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David. Other advices 
followed, with information of the troops they had brought, and of 
the expectations at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be¬ 
ginning of the enfiling year; in confequence of which the prefidency 
of Madrafs repeated with much follicitude the requeft they had often 
made, that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to 
the coaft : but they could not now be fent away, without rifquing 
the accompliffiment of the treaties with Meer Jaffier, if he fhould 
require their fervice in the field ; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, ii 
a French force Ihould arrive in the river, whilft they were employed 
in a diftant part of the Nabob’s dominions. This apprehenfion ren¬ 
dered the French prifoners, and even their vagabonds in the province 
an obieft of folicitude. * The prifoners amounted to 200, of whom 
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(jo being men of better . condition, were not confined. The party 
which ferved with Sinfray at the battle of Plafly had efcaped into 
the diftrifts of Berbohin, where the timidity of the natives fuffered 
them to remain without moleftation ; and other ftragglers from va¬ 
rious parts had increafed the number to 60 Europeans. Thirty- 
had gone away in boats from the French faftory at Dacca, under 
the conduct of the chief, Mr. Courtin, and proceeding along the 
rivers had entrenched themfelves near the mountains in the northern 
part of the diftri£t of Rungpore, which adjoins on the weft to Purneah. 
It was fufpe&ed that fome of the prifoners, who were at large, were 
correfponding, not only with both thefe parties, but alfo with Mr. 
Law’s in Oude, and with the army of Mr. Bufly in Chicacole. It was 
therefore refolved to fend away all of the higher fort to Pondicherry; 
and in the beginning of O(Sober, 34, of whom two were Jefuits, 
were embarked in a ftiip hired for the pur pole, and called the Refti- 
tution. From reliance on their parole the Ihip was manned, as ufual, 
by lafears, or mariners of the country, with only three Englifhmen 
to command them. As foon as they were at fea, the Frenchmen, 
as they eafily might, overpowered the crew, and carried the Ihip to 
Mafulipatam, where they declared themfelves free, and the fhip a 
lawful prize. 

Before Colonel Clive left Muxadavad, the Nabob had fummoned 
Ramramfing, the Rajah of Midnapore, who was head of the Spies, 
to come there, in order to fettle the accounts of his diftrifts, on 
which, as ufual, a confiderable balance ftood due from him in the 
books of the treafury, Ramramfing had always been in clofe 
connexion with Roydoolub, who, to remove fufpicions, advifed him, 
at leaft openly, to obey; but Ramramfing lent his brother and 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifcn ; and pre¬ 
vented the difapprobation of Clive, by reprefenting, what was true, 
that Ramramfing had been the enemy of the Englifh, having car¬ 
ried on for Surajah Doulah the correfpondence with Mr. Bufly and 
Mr. Law ; and that he had forwarded whatfoever Frenchmen had 
efcaped to the fonth, through Orixa to Chicacole. Roydoolub had 
no doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob’s was a preparation for 
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his defigns againft himfelf, but concealed his perfuafion, and wifely 1757- 
refrained from claiming the Englifh guarantee until the danger Qftober! 
lhould come nearer. Thefe coincidences prevented Clive from en¬ 
tertaining any fufpicions of the real motives of Jaffier’s conduct to¬ 
wards Ramramfing, before he returned to Calcutta; but Ramram- 
fing, as foon as he heard of the confinement of his brother and 
nephew, affembled his force, which confifted of 2000 horfe and 
5000 foot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he 
fhould feek refuge wherever it was to be found; which his country 
well afforded by the jungles or thickets with which it is covered, and 
the mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay a 
lack of rupees as a prefent to Meer Jaffier, and even to make his 
obeifance to him in perfon, if Clive would warrant his fafety. Clive 
immediately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob, who at 
the fame time received intelligence, that the people of Purneah, under 
the command of Ogul Sing the Gentoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had 
appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his 
coufin Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and proclaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given the govern¬ 
ment to his relation Coddum Huffein, whom they dreaded for his 
character of rapacioufnefs and tyranny. 

Both thefe infurre<aions arifing under the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove the Nabob from all the diffimulation, with which he had 
intended to conceal his purpofes, until he had cut ofi Roydoolub, 
and the other principal heads of the nation; and in his vexation 
he openly, perhaps not unjuftly, imputed both rebellions to the 
praflices of Roydoolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfe 
and foot to march with Coddum Huflbin to Purneah, and 500 horfe, 
with Cojee Hoddee to Midnapore: Both divifions were to fet out 
on the 6th of October, and Cojee Haddee proceeded; but the 
troops appointed to Coddum Huffein, abetted by their officers, re- 
fufed to move until they had received their arrears, and clamoured 
other difcontents. The city was in agitation. Roydoolub affembled 

his force, and would no longer vifit the Nabob; who a lew days 
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after received intelligence from Colonel Clive, to whom it had been 
lent by an exprefs-boat from the Englifh relident at Chuprah, figni- 
fying that “ his fpies had met meflengers on the road, who faid, that 
“ they had delivered letters from the widow of Allaverdy to Ram- 
“ narain, the governor of Behar, and were carrying others to Sujah 
“ Dowlah the Nabob of Oude, requefting him to march, and join 
“ Ramnarain againft Meer Jaffier.” This, if true, was the moft 
powerful confederacy which Jaffier could have to fear; and bore 
ftrong marks of originating from Roydoolub, from his attachment 
and refpeft to AUaverdy’s widow, which he openly continued, not- 
withftanding the elevation of Jaffier. Clive forefeeing the animofity 
which the intelligence would occafion, fupprefled his own fufpi cions ; 
but ordered the troops at Coffimbuzar to join the Nabob on the firft 
call; and promifedto marchhimfelf, if neceflary, with the main body 
from Calcutta and Chandemagore. Thefe prefers abated the tumult 
of the Nabob’s troops; and the mediation of Mr. Watts produced an 
interview between the Nabob and Roydoolub, on the 17th of October, 
when each fwore oblivion of former diftrufts, and future friendfhip; 
and upon this apparent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his whole 
army to aflemble on the plains of Geriah, fix miles from the city. 

A few days after, a frefh infur region appeared in another part of 
the province. The two fons of the Nabob Suffraze Khan, whom 
Allaverdy had fpared when their father fell, defending his diadem, 
remained on the acceffion of Jaffier in the city of Dacca, where they 
had lived 16 years, without fhewing either abilities or inclination to 
raife difturbances. Neverthelefs they immediately became objects of 
fufpicion to Jaffier, who in the firft days of his government brought 
back the elder Haffizally Chan to Muxadavad: there feemed little 
occafion to fear him, for his letter to Clive on this occafion was writ¬ 
ten with the humility of a beggar : but the other, Ammaimee Chan, 
either from nature or defpair, exerted more refolution. The governor 
fent to Dacca by Meer Jaffier came very poor ; and fo much money 
of the revenues had been drawn to Muxadavad, that the force he kept 
up even in the fort.did not exceed 200 men, who were ill paid, and 
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the troops of the diftri&s were, as ufual, a rabble fit only to diftrain 
upon the unarmed and timorous inhabitants ; this weaknefs of the 
government, and the attachment of a few friends, encouraged Am- 
mannee Chan to tamper with a part of the garrifon in the fort, and 
they agreed to feize the governor, when Ammannee Chan was to de¬ 
clare himfelf: the day fixed for the execution was the 2ad of Oc¬ 
tober ; but two days before, one of the confpirators revealed the 
fecret to the governor, who immediately feized Ammannee Chan 
with feveral of his adherents; and alked afliftance of the Englilh 
fa&ory, who fent 60 buxeries, which was half their force, and 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of fepoys, which were immediately 
detached, and marched acrofs the country. This confpiracy could 
not be imputed to Roydoolub, but it increafed the perplexities of 
Jaffier. 

Of the troops which were ordered to march with Coddam Huflein, 
only 3000 had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for the reft, 
and their arrears. Three months pay were due to the whole army, 
of which not lefs than 10,000 men, horfe and foot, were under the 
immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence with the com¬ 
manders of many more ; and notwithftanding the late oaths of re¬ 
conciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of ficknefs, nor would 
fufler any of his troops to march from the city. Thefe examples, 
and perhaps his inftigation, encouraged the Nabob’s troops, to refufe 
likewife, unlefs they were paid in full. The Nabob diftributed fome 
money, and, as another means to recall their obedience, pitched his 
tent and difplayed his ftandard in the camp, and went to refide there 
on the 7th of November, waiting for the main body with Clive. 
He left his fon Meerum to command in the city. 

Meerum, as loon as his father was gone, Ipread the report of 
advices he pretended to have received from Patna and Delhi. The 
Nabob’s relations at Patna gave information, that Ramnarain the go¬ 
vernor had encamped to the weft of the city with his whole force, 
12,000 men ; that Sujah Doulah, the fubah of Oude, had likewife 

taken the field with his army from Lucknow, together with Mr. 
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Law’s party of Europeans, and intended, in conjun&ion with Ram- 
narain, to march into Bengal. The letters from Delhi faid, the mi- 
niftry there difapproved of the acceffion of Jaffier to the Nabob fhip; 
that Mirza Mundee, the fon of Surajah Dowlah’s younger brother, 
an infant, ought to have been proclaimed, and that Roydoolub had 
propofed he fhould be appointed by the Mogul, with affurances that 
he Ihould be able to carry the nomination into execution with [the 
afliftance of the Englifh. Many probabilities Rood againR the au¬ 
thenticity of the intelligence from Patna, and the advices from 
Delhi bore Rill Rronger marks of fiflion. On the rothin the morn¬ 
ing the whole city was in conRernation, and the troops in their dif¬ 
ferent quarters in tumult. A band of ruffians lent by Meerum had 
in the night entered the palace of Allaverdy’s widow, with whom 
lived the widow of Zaindee Hamed, and her infant grandfon Mirza 
Mundee. They murdered the child, and gave out that they had 
likewife Rain the two mothers. In the morning the three biers 
were carried publickly to burial, amidR the filent grief and ab¬ 
horrence of the people ; for the two women, exclufive of the high 
condition from which they had fallen by the death of Surajah 
Dowlah, were the moR refpedtable of their fex for their virtues and 
the nobility of their fentiments. The caufe was difbelieved. Roy¬ 
doolub afferted that all the accufations againR himfelf were the inven¬ 
tions of his enemies. The Englifh troops at Coffimbuzar turned out 
to keep the peace, and preferved it. On the 13th Scrafton viiited 
and reproached Meerum, who, amongR other vindications, Rill pre- 
ferving a fecret, faid, “ What fliall not I kill an old woman who goes 
“ about in her dooley to Rir up the Jemautdars againR my father r” 
A few days after it was difcovered that the two women had not been 
murdered, but had been -taken out of the palace, and put into 
boats, which fet off immediately for Dacca ; and their pretended 
biers were exhibited. In order to prevent any intenruption to the re¬ 
moval of their perfons. 

Neverthelefs, the death of the child left deteftation fufficient to 
extort farther apologies. The Nabob declared, that he neither com¬ 
manded nor even had any knowledge of the deed, until it was per¬ 
petrated 
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petrated, and both he and his foil avowed that the intelligence from 
Delhi was communicated by the Seats. The Seats politively denied* 
the aflertion ; on which a new reconciliation was propofed with Roy- 
doolub, who, accompanied by Scrafton, vifited Meerum on the 17th, 
and oaths of friendfhip and confidence were again renewed ; and 
Roydoolub fent the greatefi: part of his troops to the camp. The 
Nabob, receiving no reproaches from Scrafton, thought all refent- 
ments fufficiently quieted, at leaft for a while, and marched away 
from the plains of Gheriaon the 17th, in order to oblige the detach¬ 
ment loitering at Rajahmahal to crofs the Ganges, and attack the 
rebels, in Purneah. 

The rainy feafon in the lower parts of the country had this year 
been lefs unhealthy than ufual; and only 40 men had died of the Eng- 
lifh troops quartered at Chandernagore and Calcutta ; but the intem¬ 
perance produced by the diftribution of the prize-money of Plafly, 
had Ipread fuch ficknefs, after the rains ceafed in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the hofpital at the end of 
October. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 17th of November, when they embarked and proceeded from 
Chandernagore. 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
come to him from Midnapore. To avoid the Nabob’s troops with 
Coja Haddee, who, at Clive’s requeft, were halting at Burdawan, 
he embarked at Piply with a party of European foldiers, which 
had been fent thither to efcort him £0 Chandernagore ; from whence 
he proceeded with the army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Ber- 
boin, on hearing that the Englifh troops were preparing to take the 
field, fent parties to furround and feize the Frenchmen with Sin- 
fray ; but they got warning of his intentions, and of 60, 36 efcaped. 
The other 24 . were made prifoners, and conducted to Coffimbuzar, 
and from thence fent to Calcutta. Four of them were agents of 
the French company, who had been taken and had given their 
parole at Chandernagore. 
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The troops with Clive arrived at Muxadavad on the 25 th of No¬ 
vember. Meerum, dreading his refentment for the murder of the 
infant Mirza Mundee, had rdeafed tlie brother and nephew of 
Ramramfing from their imprifcnment before his arrival, and received 
Ramranfing himfelf, whom Clive introduced to him with much 
courtefy; to Clive he demeaned himfelf with every fimulation of hu¬ 
mility. Roydoolub, when prefled by Clive to march with him, con¬ 
tinued his pretext of ficknefs, adding the better plea of the publick 
bufinefs, which required his prefence for fome days longer in the city; 
but his appreheniions of the Nabob and Meerum were at this time 
encreafed by new fufpicions, which they pretended to entertain of him. 

Mirza Sallee, the renter of the province of Orixa to the Morratoe 
Jan ogee, having been deficient in his payments and accounts, 
came to Muxadavad a little before the death of Surajah Dow- 
lah, to whom he propofed fome project for reftoring that province to 
the government of Bengal. A Morratoe named Subut then obtained 
the government from Janogee, and he like wife had lately been at 
Muxadavad, where he contracted a connexion, fqppofed to be 
more intimate than it was, with Roydoolub : he was at this time at 
Jonagee’s court, but fent forward bis agent, named Chemnefaw, to- 
manage, until he himfelf fliould come. Chemnefaw arrived at 
Cutteck in the beginning of November, and received the vifit 
of the Englifh refident there with much infolence, and his at¬ 
tendants talked publickly that a body of 6000 Morratoes were 
coming with. Subut himfelf, who intended to march into Midna- 
pore, and demand of Meer Jaffier the ceffion of all that country to 
the iouth of the river Piply, which anciently ufed to be rated as a 
part of Orixa. Thefe difcourfes induced the Englifh refident, and 
gave pretence to the friends of Meer Sallee, to reprefent Subut and 
Roydoolub as engaged with one other, Roydoolub to give the Morratoe 
the country he wanted, and the Morratoe to aflift Roydoolub in time 
of need againft Meer Jaffier. Meerum pretended to believe the plot; 
but Clive gave no credit to the imputation, and feeing that Roydoo- 
lub’s miftrttft of the Nabob was the principal caufe of his-nnwilling- 

nels 



Book VIII. ' Meer Jaffier. 

nefs to be near him, acquie feed to the delay he required, and pro- 
mi led to eflect an entire reconciliation between them. 

On the 30th Clive marched from the city, taking all the Euro¬ 
peans at Coflimbuzar. They were 250, and not 10 of them ill, 
having been preferved by the excellence of the climate here from the 
effe&s even of equal intemperance with thole below”, of whom more 
than 100 of thofe which came with Clive were unable to proceed 
any farther, and were left to garrifon the fa&ory. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever quarters, had been prefervpd by the ufual regula¬ 
rity of their lives from all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
force was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-men, and 1500 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmahal, and 
encamped within half a league of the Nabob’s army. He vifited 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and performed their exercile and feme evolutions, 
which he admired, and ordered 10,000 rupees to be diftributed 
amongft the foldiers. 

Coddum Huflein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 foot, had fome days 
before crofled the Ganges oppoiite to Rajahmahal, where a river 
eoming from the north leads into the midft of the Purneah country. 
The rebels, more difpirited by the approach of the Englifli troops, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchments, 
which were ftrong, and dilperfed before they were attacked.' Soon 
after Ogulling was taken prifbner, on which all the other officers 
either fubmitted or fled the country; and in lefs than a fortnight, by 
the 9th of December, Coddum Huflein was in quiet poflellion of 
the government. 

The extinction of this rebellion, the lubmiffion of Ramramfing, 
and no appearance of the renewal of difturbance at Dacca, left the 
Nabob without any farther apprehensions for the tranquillity of Ben¬ 
gal, and determined him to march immediately to Patna, fully bent 
on 'removing Ramnarain, who was ftill ftanding on his guard, but 
had been disappointed in his expeditions, if he ever entertained any, 
of being ioined by Sujah Dowlah, whom his own affairs detained 
in his own country. Clive, feeing the time he had waited for, re- 

N n 2 fufed 


*75 

* 757 ^ 

Hoy ember. 


December, 



December, 


The War of Bengal. Book VIII. 

ffifed to accompany the Nabob to Patna, before all that remained to 
be paid and fettled of his agreements with the Englifh Ihould be dif- 
charged and fulfilled. In aggravation of this dilemma, it was lm- 
poffible to fatisfy the Englilh claims immediately, without the af- 
fiftance of Roydoolub, through whofe office, as duan, all money, 
bills, and patents, muft pafs; and on this ground Clive reprefented 
to the Nabob the abfurdity of their variance, and propofed a feri- 
ous reconciliation, of which he himfelf would be the guarantee. 
The neceffity of marching to Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
leaft in appearance, acquiefced ; and on the notice, Roydoolub reco¬ 
vered, left the city, and arrived in the camp on the 23d ot the 
month. He was the next day introduced by Mr. Watts to the Na¬ 
bob, who received him with every demonftration of cordiality. On 
the 30th, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent 
of Clive, and Mr. Watts affifted at the conference. Before other 
bufinefs, the Nabob and Roydoolub made a folemn renunciation of 
all their former fufpicions and animofity. On the ftate of the ac¬ 
count of the treaty monies, there was now due neai twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the treafury at Muxadavad were 
figned for the immediate payment of 12 and a halt lacks,, 
and refcripts given on Omarbeg, as Phouldar ot Hugbly, and 
on the Rajahs of Burdwan and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
of the 23 facks. Thefe refcripts are called tuncaws, and entitle the 
holder to receive to the amount from the treafuries of the dirt rids 
on which they are given, as the revenues come in. Tuncaws were 
likewile given on the fame di ft rifts for the next payment, amount¬ 
ing to 19 lacks, which would fail due in the enfuing April. The 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to lffue under the feals of the Nabobfhip 
and Duanny the patents empowering the company to take pofleffion 
of the ceded lands fouth of Calcutta, with the authority of Zemin- 
darry; which, being feudal lordfhip of land, does not extend to 
life; but to, imprifonment on any occafion, and to the fcourge, even 
for the evafion of debt, efpecially to the government: but the Na¬ 
bob referved to himfelf the annual firai of 222,958 rupees arifing on 
thefe lands, and allowed, by the Mogul government, as on many 
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others in the province, as a jaghire, or penfion for his expences 
without account. All thefe points were adjusted without difpute, or 
even the appearance of diffenfionbut it was {till more neceffary 
to fettle the obje£t of the prefent expedition. The Nabob’s intention 
to remove Ramnarain, in order to give the government of Patna to 
one or other of his more immediate dependants, would inevitably 
be produ&ive of long difturbance and confufion ; for it could not be 
doubted that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob’s enmity to him, 
would, on the approach of the army, offer any terms to Sujah Dow- 
lah for Ills affiftance, unlefs prevented by afluranees he tould rely on, 
that it was not intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as Clive knew 
the propofal would be, he made it; adding to the obvious arguments, 
the neceffity to which the Englifh troops might at any time during 
the campaign be reduced, by the arrival of a French force in the 
river, to return on fudden warning to defend Calcutta; when the 
Nabob and his army might be left fighting with their own enemies in 
Behar. He then, as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and RoydooJub, 
offered his mediation if neceffary, promiiing to preferve every right of 
the Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid 
alternative to propofe, con fen ted that Clive fbould write a letter to 
Ramnarain, advifing him to come and pay his refpefts to the Na¬ 
bob on the road ; and alluring him of fafety and favour. All thele 
material points being fettled, it was refolved to march forward 
without delay. Thus ended the conference with Teeming amity, but 
real grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without 
fufpicions in them of him. 

On the 2d of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began to move from Rajahmahal. At the Nabob’s requeft the Eng¬ 
lifh led the van. Roydoolub, with his, amounting to ioooo men, 
and the artillery of the government, followed next; and the Nabob 
with the main body, amounting to 40000, brought up the rear r 
each had their fleet of boats ; and for the convenience of provifions and 
encampment, as well as to prevent the occafions of quarrel amongft 
the refpeaive foldieries, it was agreed that the three divifions fhould 

always make their halts at the diftance of one day’s march from. 

each. 
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each other. They followed the fame road as Major Coote had . 
marched. The prngrefs of the troops of the government was con¬ 
tinually interrupted by halts to bring on their baggage and repair 
their artillery ; and the Englifh were obliged to wait, as the Nabob 
did not like they fhould be far before him. On the 29th he received 
letters from Delhi, adviling that the patents of his confirmation in 
the Nabobfhip had been made out, and titles granted to his fon and 
feveral others of his family; and the Seats informed Colonel Clive, 
that he like wife was created a muniubdar or commander of 6000 
horle, with feveral names. All the advices hitherto received from 
Patna, reported Ramnarain to be taking meafures for his defence, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within jo miles 
of Patna ; but he had not then received the letter from Clive: as 
foon as if reached him, he wrote an aniwer, without any ftipulation, 
or figa of miftruft, that he fliould proceed without delay to wait on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 22t\ he embarked in his 
boats, willlft his retinue of cavalry marched along the road, and on 
the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accompanied by 
Mr. Watts, to the Nabob, who received him with the attentions 
nfually teftified to his rank in the ftate, and requefted him to follow 
in the rear, in order to facilitate their communications on bufinefs; 
hut in reality to mark his inferiority to the province. This inten¬ 
tion elcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but even produced re-' 
ports that the Nabob had placed him there, out of the reach of fuccour, 
in order to deftroy him ; and Clive himfelf, not receiving either let¬ 
ters or intelligence from him for: feveral days, had the fame fufpi- 
cions, and wrote for explanation to Omarbeg and Roydoolub ; from 
whom, as well as Ramnarain, he received letters on the 3d of Fe¬ 
bruary, which fatisfied him of the fafety of Ramnarain’s perfon, but 
did not remove his apprehenfions that the Nabob meant him ill in 
other refpe£ts. On the 4th the Englifh troops halted at Jaffier 
Cawn’s garden two miles from the Kelah or fort, which ftands at 
the eaft end of the city of Patna. Early the next morning, a large 
body of the Nabob’s troops were perceived marching to the left, and 
pafting beyond the Englifh towards the city, and Clive received pri¬ 
vate 


Book VIII. Meek Jaffier. 3 yg 

vate information that Coja Haddee, who commanded them, was 1758. 
ordered by the Nabob to 1 utter no troops, excepting his own divifion, * , • 
to enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf fhould arrive there. This I cfaruaiy 
arrangement was intended to give a notion to the capital of the pro¬ 
vince, that the Englifh troops were as fubfervient to the Nabob as his 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee’s divifion were in poffeffion of the 
gate, and then marched up, demanding admittance. Coja Haddee being 
attached to Roydoohib, and knowing his refpeS and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na¬ 
bob ; but laid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englifh, and admitted the troops with more pleafure than re¬ 
luctance. Clive, fatisfied with having efiablifhed the point of ho- 
noui, did not flop, out continued his march through the city to the 
Englifh factory, which hands on the farther fide, very near the 
weftern gate. The next day, being the 6th, he received a letter 
from the Nabob, with in confident excules for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddee’s divifion, and requeuing Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englifh factory, where the 
company have a large garden. Clive liad before determined to do 
fo; and the troops proceeded thither immediately. The day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Dinapoor,. five miles farther, 
becaufe the Nabob himfelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. This 
defign of removing the Englifh troops to fuch a difiance, and of 
keeping the whole of the Nabob’s army between them and the city, 
railed fiifpicions, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro- 
mifes, delays, diftreftes, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as the lift refource, to draw Clive to an acquiefcence to the 
Nabob’s defigns,. which continued invariably to deprive Ramnarain of 
the government of Patna, and to confer it on his own brother Meer 
Coffim, when the other offices and departments of the province 
would be fhared amongft the favourites and dependants of his for¬ 
mer fortune. Roydoolub, who had always fufpetted, was now con¬ 
vinced that fuch were the Nabob’s intentions, and, feeing his own 
definition blended with Ramnarain’s, united their councils, what¬ 
soever might have been their former connexions,, without referve. 
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Both by their emiflaries, for they dared not write, and the order 
of encampment prevented viilts, explained their ideas of the Nabob to 
Clive, and artfully infatuated dangerous Intentions even again ft the 
Engl if h. Clive knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
reject the opinion of treachery ; and to prevent it, crofted the whole 
of his army with the boats and ftores into a large ifland in the 
Ganges, which lies oppofite to Bankapoor, where they were fe- 
parated from Immediate communication with the fhore. He at the 
fame time fent Mr. Watts to the Nabob, to difeover the meaning 
of his laft requeft, and to complain ferioufly of his conduct to 
Ranmarain, 'whom he had kept in the camp inftead of permitting 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, con fra ly to 
Ids promifes at Rajahmahal. Mr. Watts perceived no fymptoms of 
treachery in the Nabob, but likewife no willingnefs to conclude the 
bufinefs of Ranmarain, which he laid he fliould defer until he law 
colonel Clive. On the 12th, the Nabob came into the city; and 
Ramnarain likewife, but without any marks of authority. The 
Nabob kept his army on the eaftern fide, inftead of encamping 
them, as he had propofed at Bankapoor, to the w r eft. On the 14th, 
Clive vifited him, and this was the firft time they had met, ftnee 
they parted at Rajahmahal. The Nabob imputed tile delay of 
Ramnarain’s appointment to Rovdpolub, who had the accounts and 
arrangements to fettle. It is probable that Roydoolub, finding Clive 
lefs imprefted with refentment againft the Nabob than he wifhed, 
thought this delay would not fail to exalperate him ; which the Na¬ 
bob now turned on himfelf, and had well nigh made a quarrel be¬ 
tween them, if Clive had not recolle&ed the neceffity of fufpeCting 
the views of all, and of entering into none beyond what was con¬ 
ducive to the public welfare. 

Much more time would probably have been wafted In the conflict 
of thefe intrigues, if news had not arrived from the'weftwa'rd, which 
renewed the former apprehenfions of the approach of Sujah Dow- 
lah from Lucknow, who was now to be accompanied by a great 
body of Morratoe horfe, and as before by the party of Europeans 
with Mr. Law, who were remaining under his protection and fup- 
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port at Allahabad; and with thefe reports, arrived in the camp the 
Morratoe Subut, who, inftead of proceeding directly to his govern¬ 
ment of Orixa, came from Nagore with a commiffion from Jonagee 
and Balagerow, to demand the arrears of chout due to the Morratoe 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of rupees. The vicinity of an army of Morratoes at this tixne 
in the Doab, not only protected Subut from indignity, but obliged 
Meer Jaffier to fupprefs any manifeftation of his former fulpicions 
of the union between him and Roydoolub; and the fame dread ren¬ 
dered the Englilh as necefiary to him as when he took the field at 
Muxadavad ; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofing of the government of Patna, fetting in full Durbar, attended 
by all his courtiers. A fuit of drefs with jewels on a golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with 
an efcort to his Ion Meerum at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob 
of Patna. Then another fuit of the fame prefents, which he gave 
with his own hand to Ramnarain, pronouncing him deputy to 
Meerum in the Nabobfhip. The appointment of Meerum was 
merely nominal, not derogating from the authority of Ramnarain, 
which continued refponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to fome additional prefents; and the bargain for Ramnarain’s 
appointment had been fettled at feven lacks of rupees, which were 
exacted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
ment of the accounts of the province. Other fums, unknown, but 
fuppofed not inconfiderable, were likewife collected by the Nabob; 
for the chiefs of all the diftrifts, as well Moors as Indians, were 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifitations, to pay homage, and none 
came empty-handed; and thofe again# whom were any real or fic¬ 
titious caufes of complaint, were feverely fined. Of thefe Comgar 
Cawn and Sunderfing, two petty rajahs 111 that patt of the moun¬ 
tains which lie between the province of Behar and the diftridt of 
Berboin in Bengal, had been fighting for three months, and only 
laid down their arms on the approach of the Nabob. Both were 
fummoned to attend the Durbar. Comgar Cawn, who was moft in 
fault, evaded; and Sunderfing would not come until he received af- 
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furances from Clive of being treated with juftice. Pulwanfing, 
another of thefe Indian chiefs, whole diftri£ts lye at the s.w. extre¬ 
mity of the province amongft the mountains along the banks of 
the Caramnafla, was a notorious plunderer, and had incurred the re- 
fentmenf of Ramnarain : he likewife refufed to appear until he had 
received the fame fecurity. Thele attentions to the mediation of 
Clive grated the Nabob’s mind, which returned to its former an¬ 
tipathies, on intelligence that neither the Morratoes nor Sujah 
Dowlah were likely to profecute their intended project of invading 
Behar. Clive, neverthelefs, did not relax the rein. 

All the falt-petre provided by the European fettleinents in Bengal 
is made in the country on the other fide of the Ganges above Patna. 
The farm was always monopolized, and had long been in the hands of 
Cojah Wazeed, the great merchant of Hughley. Difputes had often 
rifeii between his fervants and thofe of the Englifli factory at Patna - 
and two months before they had come to blows, when two of the fac¬ 
tory’s fervants were killed. This accident gave Clive the plea'of 
alking the Nabob to grant the farm to the Englifli Company, as the 
only means of preventing fuch difputes in future. He offered the 
higheff terms at which the farm had ever been rated; but the Na¬ 
bob knew, that he could not exa& on any pretence from the com¬ 
pany the additional prefents, which the renter, whilff his fobied 
could not refufe. This motive of his repugnance was, however’ 
below his dignity to acknowledge, and after many objedlions he 
confented, referring the receipt of 20,000 maunds, or 1,600 000 
pounds weight a year, for his own ufe. The agents of the Dutch 
Ea A-India company protefted agaiiiA the grant; which Clive an- 
Rvered by producing a letter, in which they had alked the form of 
Surajah Dowlah for themfelves. However it was agTeed to limply 
them with the quantity they ufed to purchafg PPJ 

The obtainment of this-favour did not induce Clive to any re* 
miAion in the authentic demands.. The troops were in the fourth 
mon b of the campaign, and only the pay of two, amomirin 
two lacks, had. been Applied. Although the Rajahs of Burdwan 
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and Kiihagur had accepted the tuncaws given on their dift rifts, they 
had hitherto paid nothing; and Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, 
declared that he had no means of fatisfying any part of the 6,500,000 
rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of fair, 
which when fold might produce two lacks. On this, Clive wrote 
to Roydoolub that he fhould fend his troops to alk their money of 
him, and fignified to the Nabob that he might {pare the Englifh 
five out of the {even lacks he was to receive from Ramnarain. The 
Nabob replied, that this very fum was appropriated to pay the Mo¬ 
gul’s tribute at Delhi, but offered bills on Ramnarain for two lacks, 
payable at 50,000 rupees a month, which Clive was contented to 
receive. 

The to and fro of thefe official dilcuffions had brought the time 
to the 18th of March ; and the Nabob, having now nothing to 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafbn in Sep¬ 
tember, refumed his fir ft views of giving the government of Patna 
to Meer Coffim, but, ftill afraid to venture whilft the Englifh troops 
remained in Beliar, refolved to outftay them, and became as an¬ 
xious to fend them away as' he had been to bring them with him. 
Knowing their want of money, he thought the more he fhould delay 
to fupply it, and poftpone their other bufinefs, the fboner they 
themfelves would become defirous of departing, to fave expence to 
no purpofe. 

Clive, fufpefting this cunning, infifted that Roydoolub fhould 
immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Hughley tuncaws; 
but Roydoolub was on the point of making a vifit of devotion to 
Guyah, a town of great fanftity and pilgrimage, iituated at the foot 
of the mountains, 60 miles to the fouth of Patna. He let out on the 
19th of March, and Clive refolved to remain until he returned-: 
but on the firft of April feat forward the main body of the Englifh 
troops on the road to Bengal, with orders to proceed {lowly. They 
were augmented by 1000 Sepoys, who had been levied- in the Bodge- 
pore country, where the natives are much hardier than in Bengal, 
and even more than in any part of Beliar. On the 7th, Roydoolub 
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returned from Guyah, and by this time the Nabob had taken the 
resolution of going to pay his devotions likewife, at a famous durgar, 
or tomb of a faint, near the town of Behar, which is iituated 40 
miles to the fouth-eaft of Patna : by this journey he faid no time 
would be loft, as it would require ten days to adjuft fome affairs 
and accounts in difpute between his brother Meer Coflim and Ram- 
narain: he hoped in this interval that the Englifh troops would 
have been far advanced on. their w r ay, and Clive have joined them, 
in which cafe he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramna- 
rain. But Clive refolved not to feparate himfelf from Ramnarain 
until he law him out of danger, and advifed Roydoolub likewife, 
although in the field, to keep at hand. A momentary inftant of ge¬ 
neral fiitisfiuftion and compliments occurred on the 14th by the arri¬ 
val of meflengers from Delhi, with the authentic patents of the ho¬ 
norary titles'conferred on the Nabob, his relations, and Clive : they 
likewife brought funnuds , or the commilfion for the Naboblhip, but 
deficient in lome eftential formalities, which were withheld until the 
Nabob Ihould have remitted a fum of money to Delhi: the funnuds 
were, neverthelefs, proclaimed as fully valid, and few knew the con¬ 
trary. The next day, the Nabob proceeded to Behar; and, feeing 
that Clive ftill remained at Patna, inftrlifted his brother Meer Coffim 
to diflemble, who accordingly pretended to be perfectly finished 
with the adjuftment of his affairs with Ramnarain, and promifed to 
leave Patna and come to Muxadavad as loon as he had fettled his 
more private concerns; and the Nabob himfelf, inftead of returning 
as lie had intended from Behar to Patna, proceeded from thence on the 
24th ftraight acrofs the country to Bar on the bank of the Ganges, 
about 35 miles below Patna, where the main body of his army and 
their fleeet of boats were affembled ; on which Clive left the city, 
carrying Ramnarain with him, to take leave of the Nabob. On the 
30th, the Nabob Roydoolub, and Ramnarain, met by appointment on 
board of C live’s budgerow. The Nabob exprefied perfect fatisfac- 
tion 111 Ramnarain’s integrity and fidelity, allured him of being con¬ 
tinued in the government, and permitted him to fet out the fame- 
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day on his return: he then ordered a part of his army to march 
on to Muxadavad, and kept the reft to amule himfelf with in 
huntings along the hills ; but coafented that Roydoolub foould ac¬ 
company Clive, in order to difcharge the deficiencies of the balances 
of money due on the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in 
which an army of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their 
own province, and continued four months in the field, without firing 
a mulket; but produced the full accompli foment of all that Clive 
intended, who maintained his decifion over all interefts, by not 
yielding to the prejudices of partiality, or the proffers of private 
advantage. 

The French party which had efcaped from Dacca to Rungpore^ 
had railed a mud fort not far from the foot of the mountains, on the 
bank of the river Tefta, in which ^ they maintained themfelves un- 
molefted, until Coffim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received 
the Nabob’s orders to attack them; when they were furrounded by 
a great number of his people, who in lefs than a month reduced 
them to famine; on which they embarked in their boats, and went 
down the river, intending to regain the Great Ganges; but were 
followed and harrafled fo much, that they landed again, but on 
the other fide of the river, and marched to the-neighbouring tswii 
of Dinagepore, the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity 
was a good man, which Mr. Corn-tin knowing, refrained from any 
violence to his people; who were all as timorous as the Rajah 
himfelf, and maintained the party with provifions, until an officer 
at Mr. Courtin’s requeft came from Coffimbuzar, to whom they fur- 
rendered prifoners, and were received with fome terms of indulgence. 
Their number was reduced from 30 Europeans to 11, and from 100 
to 30 Sepoys. 

The fmall number of troops left in Calcutta after the army took the 
field with Colonel Clive, was not fufficient to keep up the neceflary guards 
with fufficient ftridtnefs; which encouraged the French prifoners 
to attempt their efcape. The building of the gaol was not lufficient. 
to hold them ; and, as the enclofure had very high walls, they were 

permitted^ 
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permitted to remain in the area ; taking advantage of this liberty, 
they dug under the Wall in a part unfrequented and covered with 
bu flies, and in the night bf the 18th of December, all of them, 
being 90, efcaped through the hole, and before morning moft of 
them had crofted the river, and" not‘one was immediately retaken. 
Some were lulpe&ed to have gone to the Damfh factory oppofite 
Hughley; but the agents there would not admit the fearch. A 
month after 15 were flopped in Midnapore ; and in the month of 
March, 30 more at Cutteck, going through Orixa, to join their 
countrymen in Chicacole. 

The fquadron with Mr. Pococke failed for the coaft bf Coro¬ 
mandel, in the beginning of February; the condemnation of the 
Kent, and the difpatch of the Hoop to England, had reduced it to 
three fhips of the line, and two frigates of zo guns. Their de¬ 
parture, frequent although vague reports from lea of French ar¬ 
maments, the expectation of fending a great part of the Englilh 
force into the field again with the Nabob, and above all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, had determined the prefidency. to provide 
for the future fafety of Calcutta, by railing a fort capable of the 
utmoll defence; and all the natives which could be hired were con¬ 
tinually employed m the work. The fpot was chofen 1200 yards 
to the fouth of the old fort; but not fo near the river. 

Various reports had been brought to Muxadavad, during the 
campaign to Patna. In February, loon after Ramnarain joined the 
camp on the road, it was faid that the Nabob had caufed him to be 
aflaftinated; but, at the fame time, came other news, that the Ra¬ 
jah Sunderfing, by the infligation of Roydoolub, had fallen on the 
Nabob’s quarters in the night, and had killed him in his tent. How¬ 
ever improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and aftembled all the 
forces quartered round the city: this alarm was loon quieted by au¬ 
thentic letters from the camp ; but the fame principles of iufpicion 
and animofity had driven Meerum to greater excel! es of apprehen- 
fion, on the approach of Colonel Clive and Roydoolub returning 
.from the campaign. 
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The Coffimbuzar river from January to June is too {hallow for 
boats of burthen, which obliged the Englilh troops, with their 
fleet, to keep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon- 
gola, and from whence they marched acrofs the ifland to Muxadavad, 
where Clive arrived on the 15th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation; and on the lame day, he received advices of 
great importance from the coaft of Coromandel; to which our nar¬ 
rative now returns* 
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T HE new year opened in the Carnatic with as little activity as the i 758. 

isjft had clofed. The French troops remained in Pondicherry ' 

waiting the arrival of their expected armament from Europe, during 
whicht Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has publifhed, en¬ 
tered into a negociation with two Jemautdars of the Englifh Se¬ 
poys to furprizeTritchinopoly, by means of the French prifoners. 

Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
- various times been received into the Englifh fervice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a projea, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the 
garrifon were to murder the Englifh guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their affiftance, over¬ 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the 
fame convention with De la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, 
denied that he had ever fpoken one word to any one of them : he 
was however hanged two days after his trial. This might have 
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s fcheme, although he fays 
nothing of it; but nothing was difcovered of his confpiracy with 
the Sepoys, which he feems to have protra&ed until the end of 

^Enfign Banatyne at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that 200 
of the French Sepoys at Carangoly had deierted on fome diipute 
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with the renter, and that the reft were inclined to mutiny, marched- 
on the night of the 25th of January, with 500 Sepoys, and 50 Euro¬ 
peans, and an hour before day-break made an affault by efcalade on a 
part of the wall, which was in a ruinous condition ; but they were 
repulfed with the lofs of 11 Sepoys killed, and 2 Europeans wounded. 
Slight as this was, no action of equal enterprize pafled in the con¬ 
tending diftri&s until the end of April, although the mutual incur- 
lions were as frequent as before; but being always levelled at de¬ 
fen celefs villages, they carried the reproach of robbery, more than 
the reputation of war; and each fide lofing as much as it gained by 
thefe depredations, the French officer at Vandiwafli propofed a con¬ 
ference to put an end to them, and Banatyne.was permitted to treat 
with him.. 

The reports-which the French government fpread with much di¬ 
ligence, of their approaching fuperiority on the coaft of Coro¬ 
mandel, encouraged even the moft insignificant chiefs, which held 
under the Nabob, or the company, to queftion or infult their autho¬ 
rity. In the vaft plain, which occupiesthe Carnatic, from the lati- 
tude of P alia cate to the river Coleroon, are many tracts of fandy 
ground fpread amongft the richeft diftri&s of the country^ Thefe 
feils having always been neglected by the labourer, and left to nature,, 
propagate abundance of ufelefs vegetation. In feme, which with, 
care would rear the coco-nut, the eaftern palms prevail, a few of 
which, rifing to their full growth,, fpread their feeds with the wind, 
which in a fucceffion of time cover the whole extent with plants, 
that ftraugling one another by their multitude, remain ftunted, and 
create the ftpbbomeft of thickets.. Others of thefe tracts, inftead 
of bearing the palm kinds, will only produce a ftrong and fp reading 
fhrub, which idles to die height of eight or nine feet, and for ms 
one continued coppice. Many of "thefe wilds are from 15 to 40 
miles in circumference, and all of thefe' extents are poffeffed by petty 
Polygars, with their clans of half-favage fubje&s, whofe occupation 
is to rob the neighbouring villages in the night, and in die. day to 
take all kinds of venifon find game, in which they are fo expert, 
that they rarely fail, on the fliorteft notice, to produce the quantity 
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demanded by any perfon in authority. By thefe o.beifances, and 
fometimes a fmall prefent of money, and now and then ridding the 
country of a tiger, they compenfate their thefts, which are rarely 
attended, with bloodshed, or violence; when they are, troops march, 
their hamlets are burnt, and prifoners taken, the chief himfelf in 
preference, who atone feverely for the mifdeeds, whether of them- 
felves or their fellows. Two of thefe Polygars, between whole 
woods the fort of Trepaffoor is lituated, ventured in the end of Ja-, 
nuarv to make ineurfions, not only into the dift rifts dependant on 
this fort, but even into thole of Pondamalee, within 15 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried off large quantities of grain and cattle from 
the villages; on which the commandant, Jemaul Saib, who had re¬ 
turned from Tinivelly to Madrafs, was ordered to march againlt 
them with four companies of Sepoys. The one^ named Rangapah 
Naigue, immediately alked pardon, and made reftitution and atone¬ 
ment : hut the other, Wardapah Naigue, Rood on his defence, until 
Jemaul Saib had penetrated into his woods, and burnt feveral of the 
hamlets concealed in them; on which, he fubmitted likewife, and 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. 

The army of the Morattoes under the command of Balaventrow, 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Cudapah, 
who fell in the battle, found notwithHanding this victory, that they 
could not eafily compleat the reduction of the country; for Abdull 
Nabey Cawn, the coufin-german and neareft relation of the de- 
ceafed Nabob, threw liimfelf with a ftrong force into the ftrongeft 
fortrefs of the province called Sidout,ne ar the town of Cudapah and the 
late field of battle; and others of the Pitan Captains Hood on their de¬ 
fence in their refpe&ive holds, the lieges of which would employ more 
time than the extent of Balaventrow’s expedition. He therefore lent 
agents to negotiate with Abdull Nabey ; but likewife detached parties 
to harrafs the dill rifts adjacent to the forts which held out; duiing 
which he marched himfelf with the main body of his army aero Is 
the province of Cudapah to the eaftward, and, when arrived on the 
confines of the Carnatic to the N.w. formed three divifions, one of 
which went again ft the Polygar Bomrauze; the othei entered tne 
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diftriCts of Damarlah Yenketappah and Bangar Yatcham-naigue; 
and with the third he appeared himfelf before Nelore. The Na¬ 
bob, in fettling the treaty of tribute in the preceding year with 
Armetrow, the deputy of Balaventrow, gave, in the general aflefl- 
ment on his vaflals, an order on each of thefe Polygars to pay him 
70,000 rupees, and the pretence on which Balaventrow now com- 
menced hoftUities againft them was, that the afleflment meant on y 
the rate of the adual year, whereas they owed, he faid, for the fix be¬ 
fore; and the reafon he gave for attacking Nelore was, to prevent Na- 
zeabulla from marching againft the Nabob, with a large body of F rench 
troops, which he heard were advancing to join him from Mr. Bufly’s 
army; but Nazeabullah, having without hefitation paid him a fum 
adequate to his expeftarions, he a few days after wrote to the Nabob, 
recommending a reconciliation between them. His detachments plun¬ 
dered the fair towns of Venkati Gherri and Calaftri; and all the three 
Polygars were fo frightened, that, in expectation of the aftiftance 
of the Englifh, each of them gave bonds and fecurity for the payment 
of their tribute to the Nabob, which were not equal to the demands of 
Balaventrow; immediately after this the Morattoes left theii coun¬ 
try, as the Polygars believed, from refpeCt to the remon ft ranees 
of the prefidency, but in reality purfuant to orders received at this 
time from Balagerow : they returned into Cudapah, where Balaven¬ 
trow concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn, by 
which it was agreed, that the country fhould be equally divided be¬ 
twixt them: and the Morattoes were put in pofleffion of Goram- 
condah, a ftrong fort and pafs midway in the range of mountains, 
which bound the province of Cudapah to the weft. A part of the 
army was left to guard the fhare of the Morattoes in the province, 
and Balaventrow, with the reft, reerofled the weftern mountains, 
and marched towards Sirpi, ordering at the fame time the detach¬ 
ment with Armetrow at Velore to join him there. 

The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab, having gathered 1000 horfe, 
and 2 or 3000 foot, moved in the beginning of the year from 
Chitore to Chandergherri. This place was anciently the capital of 
the Carnatic, at prefent an open town in ruins. It is fituated about 
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io miles from the famous pagoda of Tripetti, which Abdulwahab 
endeavoured to perfuade the company’s renter to deliver up : but the 
renter referred him to Madrafs, and he was deterred from the hof- 
tilities he intended, by the march of Jemaul Saheb againft the poly- 
gars of Trepaflore. Not knowing therefore what to do with his 
troops, who clamoured for pay, he fent them under the command 
of his principal officer to Mortizally of Velore, who was preparing 
to attack the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va- 
niambady. We are ignorant on what pretenfions thefe hoftilities 
were founded, but they were undertaken with much earneftnefs : 
for, befides his own, and the troops of Abdulwaliab, the PhoufHar 
likewife engaged the body of Morattoes then in his town with 
Armetrow. The whole force was 4000 horfe and 6000 foot; but 
the fort of Tripatore was of difficult approach ; and on the 8th of 
February, the day after the batteries were opened, a cannon-ball 
killed Armetrow; which being perceived by the garrifon, they fallied, 
routed the befiegers, and took their cannon. The Morattoes imme¬ 
diately after this defeat quitted the .country, and joined their main body 
in Myfore ; and the troops of Mortizally and Abdulwahab returned 

to their homes. 

Mr. Pocock, with the fhips of war from Bengal, arrived at Madrafs 
on the 24th of February; they had been abient 17 months on the 
expedition. The two frigates were immediately detached to cruize 
off Pondicherry. Some days after, arrived the Queenfborough frigate, 
which Admiral Stevens had difpatched with adv ices to Madrafs, from 
Whence fhe had been fent to Bengal, and now returned from thence.. 
On the 24th of March, Admiral Stevens himl'elf arrived from Bom¬ 
bay with 4 fhips Of the line; and on the 17th of April the fqua- 

dron failed to the fouthward. . 

The Mvfore general Hyderally, after his retreat from Madura an the 

end of the preceding year, continued at Dindigul, waiting the arrival 
of a body of French troops, with which he intended to return to the 
attack* and in the interval Mahomed Jfibof marched with his army 
from Chevelpetore to the city of Madura, and let to work to repair 
the fortifications.. As the French troops in the Pagoda, of Scnn £^ 
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could not be diminilhed without danger from the garrifon in Tritcli- 
inopoly, Mr. Soupire lent the force he intended for Hyderally from 
Pondicherry; and from the reftraint laid on all his military operations, 
they were no more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, who arrived 
at Dindigul in the end of January. They were commanded by Mr. 
Aftruc, the lame officer who had been defeated by Major Lawrence- 
before Tritchinopoly in the year 1753, from which time he had 
continued a prifoner on his parole until the month of October of 
the preceding year, when he was exchanged. On his arrival at 
Dindigul, lie found Hyderally prelied by urgent affairs to return to 
Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, which broke the lcheme of 
attacking Madura ; loon after the interview, Hyderally departed, and 
Mr. Aftruc returned to the pagoda of Seringliam, where he arrived 
on the 20th of March, and, having been long ill, died on the 22d; 
he was a gallant and worthy man. 

The agent lent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived at Nelli- 
tangaviUe on the 28th of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 30 horle, oftentatious of his poverty, pretend¬ 
ing much difeontent again!! his allies, and much attachment to the 
Nabob ; but when terms of reconciliation were propofed, nothing 
lefs would fatisfy him than the government of the whole country 
as an appanage in fee; indeed he was never matter of his own 
opinion, and at prefent not of his will, for the weltern polygars, 
elated by the riling fuperiority of the French in the Carnatic, took 
the field, and obliged him, who depended upon them for his fub- 
fiftence, to lend his name, and to appear with them in perfon as the 
pretenfion of their holVilities: the army was compofed of the troops of 
the Pulitaver, of Vadaghem, of the three minor polygars, Cotaltava, 
Nadacourch, and Savandah ; and from the eaftern fide, of Etiaporum, 
the dependant of Catabominaigue, who himfelf continued firm to 
his new connexion with the Englifh. The confederates had like- 
wile pes fuaded the Poly gar of Shatore under the hills, whole fort 
is only fifteen miles to the louth. of Chevelpetore, to enter lo far 
iino their views as to admit a body of the Pulitaver’s Colleries into 
his fort, with whom and his own he made depredations into the ad¬ 
jacent 
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jacent country, whilfl Mahomed Ifloof, apprehenflve of the arrival 
of Hyderally and the French, kept his force collected in Madura. 
As loon as the news of Hyderally’s departure was confirmed, Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof took the field and marched againft Shatore. The polv- 
gar on his appearance made fubmiffions, turned out the Pulitaver’s 
men, and paid a fine in money ; but as foon as the Englifh troops 
returned to Chevelpetore, he renewed his depredations; on which 
Mahomed Ifloof attacked the fort again, which the polygar, after a 
flight red fiance, abandoned ; and one of his relations was appointed 
in his ftead. In the mean time, the confederates had, in various at¬ 
tacks from Nellitangaville, taken all the pofts between this place and 
Tinivelly, and many of the men placed to guard them were put to 
the fword: at Tirancourchy, which was taken by aflhult in the 
night, 27 horfemen, and a greater number of Sepoys, were killed. 
The confederates, elated with thefe fuceefles, threatened all who did 
not join them, and attacked the polygar of Outaraalee, becaufe he 
had refufed. They likewife prepared to rake poffeflion of Tinivelly, 
and boafted that they would reduce the fort of Palamcotah. But the 
approach of Mahomed Ifloof from Chevelpetore flopped their pro- 
grefs, nor had they courage to give him battle ; but, having 
strengthened the polls they had taken, retreated to Nellitangaville, 
fending, however, detachments to harrafs and interrupt his ope¬ 
rations ; but without fuccefs; for all their parties which ventured to 
meet, or could not avoid the encounter of the Sepoys, were beaten, 
and by the end of April all the polls which had been taken were 
recovered. Mahomed Ifloof then refolv.ed to carry the war into the 
enemy’s country, and to begin with the polygar of Vadagherri, al¬ 
though the moll diflant, becaufe the moft powerful of the alliance. 
His villages in the plain were in flames, and the troops had begun to 
penetrate into the wood which enclofes his fort, when Ifloof received 
advices and inflrudlions from the prefldency at Madrafs, and from Cap¬ 
tain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly, which called him and the troops un¬ 
der liis command to fervices of much greater neceffity and importance. 

At day-break, on the 28th of April, a lquadron of 12 fliil were 
cteferied"Handing in from various points of the compafs for the road 
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of Fort St. David, where the Englifh frigates, Triton and Bridge- 
water, chanced to be at anchor. It was foon perceived that the 
Grangers were French ; and two or three of the fhips beingto the 
north of the road, whilft the reft were advancing from the fouth, 
precluded the efcape of the frigates, as the wind blew from the offing. 
The captains, therefore, prudently refolved to run their fhips affiore, 
in order to preferve the men, which they effected without loiing an\. 

The French fquadron was commanded by the Count D’Ache. 
After forne change in the ftiips which were firft appointed, he failed 
from Breft on the 6th of March of the preceding year, with the 
Zodiac of 74 gams, the Belliqueux of 70, the Superbe of 64, be¬ 
longing to the navy of France, and a 50 gun ffiip, with a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company. On board of thefe fhips was 
embarked the regiment of Lally, confifting of 1080 men, 50 of the 
royal artillery, a great number of officers of diftimftion, and 
the count de Lally, Colonel of the regiment of his name, lieutenant 
•general in the French army, and now appointed Governor-general 
with themoft extenfive powers over all the French poffeffions and 
eftabliffiments in India. The fhips had fcarcely got clear of the land, 
when a fquall of wind carried away the main-top gallant and the 
mizen top-maft of the Belliqueux, on which fhe made the fignal of 
diftrefs, and was obliged to anchor near the fhore in bad ground. 
The Zodiac immediately tacked, and worked clole-hauled to aftift her, 
and the fquall continuing, carried away the main and fore-topmaft of 
this fhip likewife. Thefe accidents induced Mr. D’Ache to return im¬ 
mediately into the port of Breft, as affording the fpeedieft means of re¬ 
pairing the damages. In the fhort interval between the final orders for 
the departure of the fquadron, and the advices of its return into Breft, 
the French miniftry at Verfailles had received fuch finifter accounts of 
the French affairs in Canada, that they changed the deftination of the 
fhips Belliqueux and Superbe, and appointed them to America; and 
ordered Mr. D’Ache to remain at Breft, until joined by other fhips 
of equal force; which, however, the navy of France, in this time 
of diftrefs, was not able to fpare from its other neceflities. But the 
French Eaftlfidia Company had feveral fhips, built exprefsly to ferve 
5 when 
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when required, as men of war, of which four had failed m De¬ 
cember, with the regiment of Lorrain ; and three were now added 
to the two Mr. D’Ache already had under his command ; and lie was 
to take the others at the Me of France. The delays of afl’embling 
the Company’s fhips from Port 1 ’Orient retarded his departure from 
Breft until the 4th of May. The Mips carried with them a malignant 
fever, at that time reigning in the port. On the 23d of July they 
anchored at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, having loft 300 men of all 
kinds by the fever, which continued even in this climate, although 
healthier than moft in the world : having waited two months in 
expectation of this benefit, the fquadron failed on the 25th of Sep¬ 
tember; and after a paflage of 85 days, ftill iufeCted with the ficknefs, 
arrived on the 18th of December at the Me of France. Here they 
found the fhips which had carried the regiment of Lor rain, returned 
from Pondicherry. Taking their crews and filch of the fhips as he 
chafe, Mr. D’Ache formed the fquadron, with which he now ap¬ 
peared on the coaft. They failed from hence ou the 27th of Ja¬ 
nuary. It would be ufeful to know their rout, in order to avoid it; 
for‘their paflage was very long, not making the coaft until the 25th 
of April, when the Diligent was fent forward to Karieal to get in¬ 
telligence of the Englifh fquadron ; and returning on the 27th with¬ 
out any-, ftruck on a fand-bank, which detained all the fhips the 
reft of the day in getting her afloat. On the 28 th they appeared, as 
we have {ben, before Fort St. David. 

Every fuecei's was expected to follow the arrival of this arma¬ 
ment in India. The fhips were to drive the Englifh fquadron off 
the coaft, the troops with thofe already at Pondicherry were to de- 
raolifli the Englifh fettlements; and fuch was the confidence of not 
meeting an enemy in the field, that the inftruCtions formed at Ver- 
fiiiiles ordered Mr. Dally to open his operations by the fiege of Fort 
St. David, before which the fhips anchored, in order to land the 
troops as foon as thofe from Pondicherry could march to invert the 
place. The wreck of the two Englifh frigates confirmed thefe pre- 
fumptions ; and Mr. Dally went away in the Count de Provence of 
60 guns, attended by a frigate called the Diligente, to proclaim his 

Vox. II. “ Qjl commiffion. 


297 

1 75 ®- 

"- *1 -' 

L * 



298 

1 75 s ’ 
*—*—> 

April, 


The War of Coromandel. BooklX. 

commiflion, and give the neceflary orders at Pondicherry; he landed 
at five in the afternoon, and was received with all the diflinflions an¬ 
nexed to his authority. In the mean time the other flops worked 
in, and anchored ofF of Cudalore, two miles to the iouth of f ort St. 
David. 

The Englifli fquadron having in ten days worked as high to wind¬ 
ward as the head of Ceylon, flood in again for the coaft, which they 
made on the 28th, off Negapatam, and proceeding along ftiore, dis¬ 
covered at nine the next morning the French ihips riding off Cud- 
dalore, which immediately weighed and bore down towards Pondi¬ 
cherry, throwing out iignals to recal the Comte de Provence and the 
Diligente ; but they not weighing in obedience to the fummons, the 
fquadron flood out to fea e. by n. the wind blowing from the s. e. Mr. 
Pocock, on the firft fight of the French fquadron, had thrown out the 
fignal for chace, which implies, that every ihip is to puih with 
crowded fail, and without regard to each other, in purfuit of the enemy, 
until countermanded bya different fignal. At half an hour after twelve, 
his ihips were within a league of the enemy, who were formed, and 
waiting for them in a line of battle a-head; when Mr. Pocock hauled 
down the chacing fignal, brought to on the ftarboard tack, hoifted 
his colours, and made a fignal for the line a-head, and to be formed 
at the diftance of half a cable, or 100 yards, one foip from another. 
The Tyger failing ill, and the Cumberland much worie, were at 
this time fo far a-ftern of the other ihips, that it was ten minutes 
paft two, before they got up to their allotted ftations in the line; 
which being now formed, the Admiral made the fignal to bear down, 
each ihip in the exa£t direftion to the antagonift ihe was intended to 
encounter, according to the difpofition of the two lines; and this 
was explained by continuing the diftmftive fignal of the line of battle 
a-head, joined to that of bearing down. 

The French line confifted of nine fail, all, excepting the Zodiac, 
capable of carrying more guns than they mounted, and ihe having 
changed her lower battery of 32 pounders, for 24 at Breft, had not 
been able to replace them at the Ifle of France. The Vengeur of 
54 led, followed by the Bien Aime of 58, next the Conde of 44, 

and 
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and next the Due of Orleans of 50: Thefe were the van : In 
the centre was the Zodiac of 74, on which M. D’Ache hoifted his 
flag. The four (hips which formed the rear, were the Saint Louis 
of 50, immediately after the Zodiac, then the Moras of 44, the Syl- 
phide of 36, and the. Due de Bourgogne of 60 guns clofed the 
line. 

The Englifh line-, having only feven fliips to nine, were to chufe 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth of 64, 
Was the centre, and fteered for the Zodiac, the centre of the enemy’s 
line. In confequence-the Tyger of 60 guns, which led the Englifh 
Van, bore down for the Vengeur the Salifbury of 50, for the 
Bien Alme; and the Elizabeth of 64, in which Admiral Stevens 
hoifted his flag, and was the fhip a-head of Mr. Pocock, neglecting 
the Conde, bore down for the Duke of Orleans, which ranged im¬ 
mediately a-head of M- D’Ache. In confequence, likewife, the 
Cumberland of 66, which was to he next a-ftern of Mr. Pocock, 
fhould have fteered for the Saint Louis, the Newcaftle of 50 for the 
Moras, and the Weymouth of 60, neglecting the Sylphide, for the 
Due de Bourgogne. 

This was underftood. It is likewife generally underftood, that 
when the Admiral brings to, and throws out the fignal to engage, 
every fhip is to do lb likewife, at the fame diftance from its refpec- 
tive opponent, as the admiral lies from his. But the Cumberland, 
from fbme unaccountable defeCt, was fb unmanageable, that in bear¬ 
ing down, fhe could not be got to wear clear of the Yarmouth, that 
is, to keep on her left hand, but at every endeavour flew up on the 
Yarmouth’s weather-quarter, or to the right. 

But another mifchance happened, which was affeCted by this of 
the Cumberland. The fignal for the line of battle a-head, which 
was kept flying on board the admiral, whilfi? bearing down for the 
enemy, was miftaken by the Newcaftle and Weymouth, to mean that 
the ftlips were to go-down a-ftern of one another, inftead of continuing 
on the left of each other, until they fhould hawl the wind to prefent 
their broadfidesou the fignal for engagement, when this change would 


place them exactly right in the line of battle a-head. In confequence 
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the JSfowcaftle kept behind the Cumberland, and the Weymouth 
behind the Newcaftle, and as the Cumberland had not got into the 
line (or into the wake of the Yarmouth); when the lignal for engage¬ 
ment was thrown out, the other two foips were dill farther off 
from the enemy’s, and the laft: the fartheft. 

Mr. Pococke law the miltakes and embarraliments, and, whilft bear¬ 
ing down, threw out lignals to redify them, which were not- under ftood 
by the Newcaftle and Weymouth, and could not be obeyed by the 
Cumberland. Neverthelefs, it was neGeffary to go on; for the whole 
of the enemy’s line began to lire hotly, as foon as the Englilh fhips 
came within random Ihot, and with the chance of much advantage, 
as the Englilh Ihips bearing down prelented their heads, and were 
expoled to be raked fore and aft until they formed the line, and pre¬ 
lented their broadlides for battle : but luckily the enemy’s fire con¬ 
tinued without aim. Mr. Pocock did not return a fingle foot until 
his foip hawled up with her broadlide oppolite to the Zodiac’s, 
when the three foips of the .van were likewile got into their proper 
ftations : he then, at 55 minutes paft three, threw out the lignal, and 
the fire inftantly became general throughout the line, for the three 
foips of the rear, although out of certain aim, were within reach 
of chance execution. In five minutes the Sylphide bore away under 
the lee of the Zodiac, although foe had only received the diftant 
(hot of the Newcaftle and Weymouth; but foe had only been ad¬ 
mitted into the line to impofe by foew. In 15 minutes the Due 
de Bourgogne, the laft of the enemy’s rear, quitted her ftation like- 
wife, and went off in the fame diredion as the Sylphide, although 
foe had only been expofed to the fire of the Weymouth, and was 
not much damaged. About the fame time the Conde, the third and 
weakeft of the enemy’s van, received a foot which difabled her 
rudder, and obliged her likewile to quit the line. The Englilh and 
French admirals, Pocock and D’Ache, as with a fpirit of duel, kept 
dole and direded their fire entirely againft each other, and the en¬ 
gagement had like wife been fierce between the two vans, and continu¬ 
ed lo attei the Conde bore away. The Cumberland ftill flung up fo 
clofe to the quarter of the Yarmouth, that foe had not room to wear, 

and 
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and get into her ft at ion, and at length backed her topfails to obtain it 
by falling aftern ; which fucceeded, but not until {he had dropt 
below her opponent the Saint Louis, and at a confiderable diftance 
from the Yarmouth which ihe was to fecond ; during this operation, 
the Newcaftle and Weymouth,'in order to keep their proper diftances, 
backed likewife, and both fell below the Moras, the laft remaining of 
the enemy’s rear; and were thus likewife left without any fhip to fire 
at. But after the Cumberland had let fail, and gained her proper Na¬ 
tion, the Newcaftle ftill kept back, and failed to clofe the line, on 
which the Weymouth hailed her to do fo, which not being attended to„ 
flie hawled the wind, fet fail, and, palling to windward of the New¬ 
caftle, came properly into the line, a-breaft of the Moras, during which 
the Cumberland was well engaged with the Saint Louis, and took off 
the fire of her forward guns, whidh Ihe had for Ibme time employed, 
again ft. the quarter of the Yarmouth. Mr. Pocock had continually 
thrown out fignals for the rear to get in order, and now continued 
them for the Newcaftle, A. great explofion of powder had blown 
up in the Zodiac, another in the Bien Aime ; the Moras, although 
by much the weakeft. of the enemy’s Ihips, had fought with m 
much activity as any of them ; and when attacked by the frefh and 
fuperior fire of the Weymouth, ftood it with great lofs for 10 
minutes, when fhc quitted the line, fhattered and admited. Mr., 
D’Ache continually made the fignalsof the fugitives to rejoin the line. 
The engagement had continued an hour and a half, when the Tyger, 
which led the Engltfh van, having loft her foretop fail yard, could 
not keep her ftation, but fell flanting a-head of her opponent, the- 
Vengeur, on which this ftiip, favoured at the fame time bn a {mall 
change of the wind, hauled up, and began to get to windward of 
the Tyler’s quarter, over which flie would then have had eyery 
advantage, and with fufficient reliftance againft the Sail fhury behind'; 
and by this time the Comte de Provence, with the Dihgente, were 
advanced from Pondicherry within a league of the battle., Neverthe- 
lefsMr. D’Acne finding that the {hips which had bore .away did not 
return, ma-de the general fignal, .and bore down towards them, in¬ 
tending afterwards to take up the Comte de Provence, and with her 
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to wait the renewal of the engagement, if the Englifh chofo. But 
the rigging in the greateft part of their line was fo exceffively 
damaged, that the French outfailed them three feet to one; on 
which Mr. Pocock hauled the flag of battle down, and fummoned 
his captains. They were Latham of the Tyger, Somerfet of the 
Salifbury, Kempenfelt of the Elizabeth with Admiral Stevens, Har- 
rifon of the Yarmouth with Mr. Pocock, Brereton of the Cumber¬ 
land, Leg of the Newcaftle, and Vincent of the Weymouth. 

The lofs on board the Englifh fquadron was 29 killed, and 89 
wounded, in all 118. In the Yarmouth 7 were killed and 32 wound¬ 
ed, in the Salifbury 8 and 16 ; the Cumberland 7 and 13 ; none 
were killed, and only 5 wounded, in the Weymouth and Newcaftle 
together ; the reft fell nearly equal in the Tyger and Elizabeth. 
The killed and wounded in the French fquadron amounted by their 
own accounts to 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in all the 
Englifh fhips, being 35 and 115, including 60 fcorched by their 
own gun-powder; 40 were killed in the Bien Aime; 32 in the 
Moras, 13 in the Vengeur, 13 in the Saint Louis, 12 in the Due 
d’Orleans, 6 in the Due de Bourgogne, 3 in the Sylphide, the 
Conde 6 or 7 : the wounded in all the fhips, excepting - the Zodiac, 
were only twice the number of the flain. The difparity of the total 
lofs was more than four to one, and far exceeded the diiproportion 
of the numbers on board: the French fquadron having with the 
troops 5000, and the Englifh 3200. The frigates on either fide 
fuffered nothing, having been kept at a diflance to repeat fignals. 

The Yarmouth with the fhips of the van had received fb much 
hurt in their rigging, that none could hawl the wind. The im¬ 
mediate i clou ice was, to have anchored 5 hut when the engagement 
ended, the fquadron had got out of fight of land, into 25 fathom 
water, and the wind blowing frefh had railed fuch a heavy fwell, that 
the tumbling or the fhips at anchor would have rendered the various 
operations of fettmg up mafts, yards, and fhrouds, always difficult 
at fea, almoft impradicable. It was therefore refolved to repair under 
fail. The fhips accordingly flood' in for the land s. w. the wind flill 
at s. s. e. but the current was ftrong and the unweildy Cumberland 
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falling continually to leeward obliged the others to abide by her; 

J hat, before the morning, when they came to an anchor in fhore, 
they were a league to the north of Sadrafs, and 35 miles to the 
iouth cf Pondicherry, off of which the engagement began. The 
French fquadron had fuffered fo much lefs aloft, that they anchored 
at 1 o at night in the road of Alamparva, 15 miles to windward of 
the Eaglifh. The Bien Aime during the fight had the flings of her 
fheet anchor fhot away, which dropping, run'out the cable, which 
was nmediately cut; another fhot unperceived had grazed the upper 
coil of the cable bent to the beft bower, with which the fhip came to 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firfl ftrain this cable parted; a final! 
anchor was immediately dropped, but would not hold; there was 
no other ready; and before the fails could be let, the fhip was driven 
into the furf, and {branded without the poflibility of recovery but 
all the men were laved, and afterwards moft of the cannon and 
{lores. 

The firfl hour of Mr.Lally’s arrival at Pondicherry was diflinguifhed 
by the exceffive vivacity of his char after. Before the night doled, 
1000 Europeans and as many Sepoys were 011 their march to Fort: 
St. David, commanded by the Count D’Eftaign, who landed with 
him : but fuch was the hurry to be in motion, that they proceeded 
without provifions, and their guides led them aflrav, and brought 
them into the bounds over the plain to the weft, where they did 
not arrive until feven in the morning: the guard at the redoubt of 
Chimundelum retreated before them to the Garden-houfe, where 
was another ; and both together retired to the fort, after five or fix 
were killed. They were followed almoft to the glacis with fo 
much prefumption, that feven or eight of the enemy were killed by 
the cannon from the ramparts, of which indeed abundance were 
fired on their appearance. Nevertheiefs, many preft by hunger re¬ 
mained ranfacking the houfes near the ei'planade for immediate 
viftuals; on which two companies of Sepoys under the command 
of an European officer were fent againft them from the fort, who fired 
away all their ammunition at too great a diftance to do or receive 
any harm. Several finaller parties of Sepoys were likewife. detached 
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to furpnze ftraggling plunderers, and before noon biought in fix 
Europeans, from whom an account of the enemy’s force was ob- . 
fained. In the afternoon was heard the hr ft firing of the two 
fquadrons, which were then almoft out ot fight, and loon after dif- 

appeared. • 

The next day Mr. Soupire came up with more troops, fome heavy 

cannon, and a convoy of provifions ; and on the firft of May, Mr. 
Lally liimfelf, eicorted by two companies of Huifars, arrived at the 
garden-houfe, and immediately detached the Comte JL) Eftaigne aciols 
the river of Tripopalore to reconnoitre and take poft near Cuddalore. 
This town remained in the fame condition as when attacked twelve 
years before by the troops of Dupleix; incloled on tne three tides 
towards the land with a rampart and fmall baftions, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences; to the lea it was open, 
but the approach on this fide was flanked by the two baftions at the 
extremities. M. D’Eftaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to the 
land, and concluded that the other fide had the fame defence; and 
not a man in the French army knew enough of the place to aflert 
the contrary. The garriion of Cuddalore eonfifted of four com¬ 
panies of Sepoys, and a few artillery-men, under the command of 
a lieutenant with an enfign ; who were reinforced in the evening of 
Mr. Lally’s arrival by 20 Europeans and fome Lalcars from Fort 
St. David. 

There were in the fort 150 French priloners; and cm Mr, 
D’Eftaigne’s arrival, it was demanded of him to fend in provifions 
for their daily fuftenance during the impending fiege. Mr. Lally, 
on the day after his arrival, propofed a conference on this fubjeft, 
as well as on the turrender of Cuddalore, and the commandant 
Major Polier went to him : after much difcuflion, and ieveral mef- 
fages during this and the fubfequent day, it was agreed that Cud¬ 
dalore Ihould be delivered up at fun-rife on the 4th, provided a battery 
of heavy camion were at that time ready to open, when the Englilh 
ganiton there might, with their arms and field-ammunition, retire 
to Fort St. David; and that the French priloners Ihould be releafed, 
with liberty to proceed to any of the neutral ports to the fouth, 

where 


Book IX. Fort St. David. 

where, they were to remain until the fate of Fort St. David fliould 
be decided ; on which their own was to depend. 

The impatience of Mr. Daily’s temper had already fpread difeon- 
tent through, the fettlement he was fent to govern. Not finding 
the fame means and facilities for military operations as he had been 
accuftomed to in the armies of Europe, he relblved to create them, 
as it were, in fpite of nature. The different caffs of the Indian re¬ 
ligion being appropriated to fpecific and hereditary vocations, many 
of them are entirely prohibited from fervile offices and hard labour ; 
and of thole allotted to fuch occupations, each mu ft abide by that 
alone to which he was born. The hufbandman would be dilhonoured 
by employing his mattock excepting in the field lie is to fow; and even 
lower races have their diftindions, infomuch that the cooley, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his fhoulder : di- 
ftin&ions likewiie prevail amongft the foldiery, for the man who 
rides, will not cut the grafs that is to feed his horfe; nor at this time 
would the Sepoy dig the trench which was to protect him from a 
cannon-ball: hence the numerous train of followers and attendants 
which always accompanies a camp in India. Another embarrafl'ment 
likewiie arifes from the want of horfes proper for draught, which is but 
ill fupplied by the feeble bullocks of the country; nor are lufficient 
numbers even of them properly trained to be purchafed on emergency. 
Excepting in the liege of Pondicherry by Mr. Bofcawen, thefe defers 
had not been much felt in the hoftilities between the two nations, 
becaufe mutual; and fix field-pieces generally decided a battle; two 
of battering cannon, the fate of a fortrefs ; but another warfare was 
now to enfue, for the redtidionof Fort St. David required a regular 
fiege. The hurry with which Mr. Lally had obliged the firft di- 
vifion to march againft Cuddalore, left no time to colled the ne- 
cefiary number of coolies and other attendants in Pondicherry; on 
which he ordered the deficiency to be fupplied by the Indian inha¬ 
bitants of the town, a number of whom were preffed, and employ¬ 
ed without diftindon, in carrying burthens, and other fuch fervices. 
The violence created terror; the difgrace, indignation. Mr. Deley- 
rit, and the council, who ftUl retained their fundions, but under 
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'the* con troll 1 of Mr. Lally, reprefented the inconveniencies which 
mip'ht a rife from alienating the attachment of the natives; but their 
reinonftrance drew his reientment on themleives, mixed with fuf- 
picions, that they only wifhed to protefl thofe who were fubfervient 
to their own emoluments and advantages in the government. The 
{train of this exertion only diminiflied the efrefl; and the cannon 
and ftores followed fo flowly, that as foon as the troops had taken 
pofleffion of Cuddalore, Mr. Lally returned to Pondicherry, in order 
to accelerate their arrival by the fame means which had already been 
employed with fo little fuccefs. 

The fquadron with Mr. D’Ache were fix days in working up 
from Alamparva to the road of Pondicherry, where they anchored 
on the fixth of May. The troops were immediately landed, and as 
fall as they came on {bore marched off for Fort St. David; and the 
heavy artillery and ammunition, for want of means by land, were 
embarked, to be landed at the mouth of the river Panar, which lies 
about a mile to the north of Fort St. David. The park of artillery 
was formed at the Garden-houfe. Mr. Lally returned to Cuddalore 
on the 14th, and in the enfuing night the engineers began to ere& 
a battery for two 24 pounders, on the north bank of the river of 
Bandapollam ; they were only intended to fire plunging-fhot into the 
fort, being 1000 yards diftant from the walls: neverthelefs the 
garnfon fired abundantly during this and the fucceeding night to in¬ 
terrupt the work. 

Three confiderable rivers, coming from the weftward, gain the 
fea in the fpace of four miles within the bounds of Fort St. David ; 
the bed of the Panar lies about 1800 yards to the north of the river 
of Tripapolore, and the two communicate by a canal which runs 
nearly parallel to, and about 1000 yards diftant from, the margin of 
the iea. Fort St. David {lands in the angle where the canal joins 
the river of Tripapolore ; which pafteth clofe to the fouth face of the 
fort, and there fends off to the fouth an arm that loon joins the river 
of Bandapollam, when both united in one channel continue along 
the eaftern fide of Cuddalore, {eparated from the {ea by a mound of 
fand. The waters of Tripapolore and Bandapollam prote&ed the 
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fort from the regular approach of trenches on the fouth ; but on the 
weft and north the ground prefented rather more advantages than ob- 
ftacles to an enemy. 

By many additions andlmprovements Fort St. David was now become 
afortification armed at all points; but the original defeat of want of fpace 
in the body of the place ftill remained;.being only 140 feet from w. 
to e. and 390 from m to Sv The four baftions at the angles mounted 
each 1 z guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions, were furrounded 
by a fauflebray with a brick parapet. The out-works were, a horn- 
work to the north, mounting 34 guns; two large ravelins, one on 
the eaft, the other on the weft; a ditch round all, which had a cu¬ 
vette cut along.the middle, and was fupplied with water from the river 
of Tripapolore ; the fcarp and counter-fcarp of the ditch faced with 
brick ; a broad covered way excellently palliladed, .with arrows at the 
lalient angles commanding the glacis, and the glacis itfelf was provided 
with well-conftru<Sed mines. All thefe works, excepting the horn- 
work, were planned by Mr. Robins, but the horn work was raifed 
before his arrival in India with much ignorance and expence, the whole 
being of folid mafonry,. and the rampart too narrow to admit the 
free recoil of the guns. The ground to the north of the fort, in- 
•eluded by the fea, the rivers ofPanar and Tripapolore, and the canal 
which joins them, is a plot of fand, riling in feveral parts into large 
hillocks, which afford good Ihelter againft the fort. On the edge of 
the canal, 1300 yards to the north of the fort, ftood an obfolete re¬ 
doubt, called Chuckly-point. It was of mafonry, fquare, mounted' 
eight guns, and in the area were lodgments for the guard: the entrance 
was a pallifaded gate under an arch, but the redoubt was not en- 
clofed by a ditch. About 200 yards to the right of this ftood ano¬ 
ther fuch redoubt, on a fand-hill called Patcharee. Four hundred, 
yards in the rear of thefe redoubts, was another fand-hill, much 
larger than that of Patcharee ; on which the Dutch had a fa&ory- 
houle called Thevcnapatam; but the houfe had lately been de- 
molilhed ; and a fafcine battery of five guns was raifed on the hill. 
In a line on the left of this lull, and on the brink of the canal, 
was a* gateway, wfth a narrow rampart: and battlements, which. 
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commanded a bridge immediately under it, leading over the canal. 
The garrifbn in Fort St. David confiffed of 1600 natives, Sepoys, 
Lafcars, and Topafles 5619 Europeans, of whom 286 were effective; 
83 pen lioners or infirm; and 250 were feamen, the crews of the 
Triton and Bridgwater, which had run alhore on the appearance of 
the French Iquadron. 

Intelligence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy intended on 
the enfuing night to attack all the polls on the land ; on which they 
were reinforced, to the number of 80 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
■fun-let, the French troops marched from Cuddalore to the garden- 
houfe, and at nine o’clock from thence in three diviiions, which halted 
at fomc didance from the canal, waiting the lignal to attack. The 
divilion on the right was to force and take pofleffion of the gateway 
oppofite to the hill of Thevenapatam ; the center was to ford the ca¬ 
nal, and march againll Chuekley-point; and the divilion to the left 
eroding the canal where it joins the river Panar, was to come down 
and dorm Pateharee ; but the center and the left were not to begin 
■their attack before the right was engaged. The lignal was made by 
a locket at ten o clock, and at the lame mfkant a ITrong fire com¬ 
menced againll the fort itfelf, from five guns on the ramparts of 
Cuddalore, the two on the battery on the bank of the BandapoIIam 
river, and fiom two heavy mortars on the well. This annoyance was 
intended to diffraa the attention of the garriibn, and fucceeded, for 
they returned it with much violence, although with more uncertainty. 
The divilion on the right advancing to the attack of the Thevenapa¬ 
tam gateway, was unexpectedly Hopped by the want of the bridge, 
which had been deffroyed, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
noi could the center divilion find the ford they expelled. The polls 
on the land were now alarmed, but the two diviiions, neverthelefs, 
Hood on their ground, waiting for intelligence from the divilion on 
the left, which was led by the Count D’Eflaign, who foon after 
lent word that he had croffed with eafe at the head of the canal; 
on which the center moved up thither, and croffed after him, whilH 
the third divilion continued before the gateway, to keep the 
troops there and' at Thevenapatam from reinforcing the two points. 

They 
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They were both attacked at the fame time with numbers fufficient to 
aflault all round at once, and in half an hour both were carried ; 
two officers and all the Europeftis were made prifoners, but moll 
of the Sepoys ran away. The two divilions together then marched 
agahilt the battery on the hill of Thevenapatam. This attack com¬ 
menced at one in the morning, and was refilled with much fpirit 
until three, when the enemy got poffcffion of the battery; where, 
likewile, the Europeans were taken, and the Sepoys elcaped. The 
fire from the fort deterred the enemy from continuing at Thevena¬ 
patam ; and they retired to the two points, which they fupported 
with 400 men, ffieltered behind the hillock of Patcharee. None of 
the Sepoys who had fled returned into the fort, but elcaped along- the 
fea-lhore acrols the river Panar. 

At day-light a detachment from the fort took pofleffion of the 
battery again; on which the enemy_immediately reinforced the 
troops at the points with 5 or 600 men, from the camp at the garden- 
houie; which fufficiently indicated another attack on the battery, and to 
avoid it the detachment was prudently recalled, togetherwith the guard 
at the gateway on the canal. At night, the enemy broke ground, car¬ 
rying on a trench of communication between Chuckley and Patcharee 
points, and although the exceffive heat of the weather ought to have 
referred this fervice to the night, it continued through the two fuc- 
ceeding days, and by the night of the 19th, the work was advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 800 yards. 
Five mortars from the well opened at the lame time as the trenches 
were begun ; but no cannon were fired excepting thole on the ram¬ 
parts of Cuddalore, from which one Ihot oh the 18th killed Lieu¬ 
tenant Davis, two ferjeants, and five black men. On the 20th, the 
enemy opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the hill 
of Thevenepatam to the gateway on the canal, and repaired the 
bridge there : they likewile ellablilhed two twelve pounders amongil 
the ruins of fome filhermen’s huts on the beach, which commanded 
the entrance into the river of Tripapolorc from admitting any boats 
from the lea. Thele guns were Iheltered from the fort by two 
hillocks of land, but bad no communication with the enemy’s lines,. 

and. 


3°9 

1758. 

'—„—* 

May. 



jio 

I 75 8 - 

May. 


The War of Coromandel. Book IX. 

and were left to the guard of the artillerymen alone, who being few, 
the garrilbn detached 60 Sepoys and fome Europeans at 11 the 
next day, to attack them; but the fally only produced a little 
fkirmifliing. 

By this time, all the black artificers and menials had quitted the 
fort; and of the whole body of Sepoys, only 200 remained; the 
want of them laid the ftrain of duty much heavier on the Europeans; 
of whom little fervice was derived from the Teamen, as not being 
fubjebt to the fame controul as the foldiery. On the 22d, an Eng- 
lifh lhip anchored, and for want of boatmen to carry a letter to her, 
the fort warned her danger by firing fhot at her, on which ihe failed 
cut of the road. The enemy continued until the 26th, employed 
in conftru£ting four batteries, and in pufhing on their trenches, 
which they carried from the hill of Thevenapatam obliquely to¬ 
wards the north-eaft angle of the glacis; during which, the five 
mortars to the weft, and the guns from Cuddalore continued the only 
annoyance. The fort continued to lavifh away their fire night and 
day on every thing they law, heard, or -fufpe&ed; by which 20 
carriages of their own guns were difabled, and the works themfelves 
fhaken. About midnight of the 26th, a battery of feven gains, ad¬ 
ded to that of the five mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept' up 
a conftant fire. The next night fome of the lailors broke open the 
treafury, not to take the money, but fome arrack, with which they 
got exceedingly drunk, and, according to their regulations, could 
only be punifhed by confinement. 

By the 30th, the enemy had advanced their trenches to within 
200 yards of the glacis; and in the fame day finifhed and opened 
the three other batteries; one of three guns, with five mortars, againft 
the angle of the northweft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 
mortars on the hill of Thevenapatam, facing the front of the horn- 
work ; the third of four guns, about 300 yards to the fouth-eaft 
of Thevenapatam, and nearly oppofite to the angle of the north- 
eaft baftion. The former battery to the weft continued to enfilade 
the north face; and the defences on this fide had already fullered lb 
much, as well from the Ihock of their own firing, as from the ihot 
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and fhells of the enemy, that they could barely return the lame num¬ 
ber of guns ; and the encreafing want of powder left none to fpare 
againft the Ihot from Cuddalore, and the two guns on the bank of the 
river of Bandapollam. The enemy’s bombs had like wife ruined the 
relervoirs and the only well of good water in the fort, and that 
in the ditch was too brack! fh to be drunk. 

All hopes were now turned to the fquadron; the garrilon knew 
by letters, which had efcaped the enemy, of the fuccels of the late 
engagement, and no conjectures could account for the long delay of 
their return. Mr. Pococke, as foon as he anchored off Sadrafs on 
the 29th of April, difpatched a boat with advices to Madrafs, and 
requefted, that all the recovered feamen in the hofpital, and as 
many La {cars as could be {pared, might be lent to reftore the lofs 
which had been fuftained. About 100 of each were fent the next 
day, the Lafcars by land, the feamen in mafloolas. It was fix days be¬ 
fore they got on board; and on the 7th of May the fquadron weighed; 
but, proving after three days trial, that they could not advance 
again ft the wind and current by working in fhore, they put to lea, 
and in fifteen days got to windward of Fort St. David, into the lati¬ 
tude of 9. 30.; but the wind at this time role fo ftrong from the 
weft, that the Cumberland could not bear up again ft it, without 
encreafing her leaks fo much, that it became neceflary to let her 
drive; and as the other fhips w r ere obliged to keep her company, the 
fquadron, inftead of reaching Fort St. David, fell to leeward as far 
as Alamparvali, where they anchored on the 26th of May. Here 
they obtained no intelligence, for the place belonged to the French, 
who fuffered no boats to go off, and thole belonging to fhips cannot 
land through the furf. The wind having abated, the fquadron 
weighed anchor again the fame day, and plied to the fbuthward 
with the land and lea breezes, which were lb faint, that they only 
gained four leagues in two days, when on the 28th they difeovered 
the French fquadron at anchor in the road of Pondicherry, which 
had remained there ever fince their' arrival, waiting the recovery of 
their lick and wounded, of which conditions, but principally of 
the lick, near a thoufand were incapable of duty. The appearance 
2 of 
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of the Eng ill'll fquadron fpread no little alarm. Mr. D’Ache im¬ 
mediately convened a council of hi* captains, with the governor 
and,council of the town, whorefolved, that it was moft expedient for 
the lliips to remain moored as clofc as pollible to the fhore, that 
they might receive the afliftance of the guns along the ftrand : but this 
refblution was not valid until approved by Mr. Tally; who in- 
ilantly went from the camp to Pondicherry, ordering a detachment 
of 400 Europeans to follow him as tail as they could march. He ar¬ 
rived early in the morning of the 30th, convened the ufual council, 
and tendered the detachment, with the lame number of Sepoys 
and Tafcars, to lerve on board the fhips, and protefted againft the 
dilgrace of not meeting the Englilh fquadron in the open, lea. 
This reinforcement changed the former refolution. Mr. Tally' re¬ 
turned to the camp in the evening ; and the next day Mr. D’Ache, 
with the eight principal fhips, now manned with 3300 men, 
weighed anchor, but, inftead of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, 
who could not work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. 
David. 

The befiegers during this day kept up an inceffant fire from 21 
pieces of camion and 13 mortars, which every hour became fupe- 
rior to that of the fort,; not for want of mounted artillery, but of 
ammunition, of which fuch quantities had been lavifhed away 
when no adequate effect could be expected, that the garrifon was 
obliged to fpare it now, in the hour of need and real ufe. On the 
firfi; of June, the fire continued with fuch encreafing fuperiority, 
that the failors, and even the artillery men, at times, quitted their 
guns. At noon, the French fquadron were perceived working to¬ 
wards the road, and by the dole of the evening, the enemy had 
carried on their trenches to the foot of the glacis oppofite to the fa- 
lient angle of the n.e. baftion, where they began to ered a battery, 
and all the embrafures in the fort which commanded this fpot were 
ruined, and their guns either demounted or withdrawn; fo that 
the enemy might loon make a lodgement in the covered way; but 
could get no farther until the ditch was drained or filled up. Ne¬ 
vertheless, apprehended, that the French fquadron might 
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land a great number of men, with whom the troops on fhore 
would make a general afl’ault, which the garrifon or defences were 
not deemed in a condition to refill:. On which, Major Polier, and 
Mr. Wynch, the temporary governor, thought it neceflary to hold 
a council of war, in which it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on the belt terms they could make, and articles 
were prepared: however, the defence was continued through the 
night, and until ten the next day, in the felicitous, but difap- 
pointed expectation of feeing the Englilh fquadron : a flag of truce 
was then hoifted, Major Polier and one of the company’s agents 
went out, and returned at four in the afternoon, with the articles 
altered by Mr. Lally, which it was agreed to accept. At fix in the, 
evening, a company of French grenadiers were admitted into the 
fort, and the garrifon marched with drums and colours to the foot 
of the glacis, where they grounded their arms, and furrendered 
themfelves and their enfigns to the French line drawn up to receive 
them. They were, with all convenient fpeed, conduced to Pondi¬ 
cherry, where it was fiipulated they fhould remain, until an equal 
number of French prifoners were delivered there, when the Englilh 
were to be fent to Madrafs, or Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. 
Lally. He rejected the propofal, that Fort St. David Ihouhl not be 
demolilhed during the war, and, in confequence of inftruCtions from 
France, immediately ordered all the fortifications to be razed to the 
around. The French officers, on contemplating the works, were 
furprized at the facility of their conqueff, not having loft twenty 
men by the fire of'the place, although more by ficknefs, and the 
ftrokes- of the fun, in the trenches. The French fquadron anchored 
in the road the evening after the furrender, when Mr. D’Ache landed 
and having conferred with Mr. Lally, weighed anchor on the 4th, 
and flood to the fouthward, in order to cruize off of Ceylon. 

The army before Fort St. David eon filled of 2500 Europeans, 
exclufive of officers, and about the lame number of Sepoys. In 
order to compleat this amount, and to leave in Pondicherry a 
force Efficient to make head againff any motions from Madiais, 
Mr. Lally had drained all the out-polls and garnlons 111 the Car- 
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i 75 8. natic, to a fourth of their ordinary guards ; and had recalled the 
1 —v—* %vhole garrifon of Seringham, having agreed to deliver over this 
JimC ‘ place to the brother of Hydemaig, who^ arrived with a party of 
Mvforeans from Dindigul, and took poiicfhon or it on the 17th of 
May, when the French troops marched away for Fort St. David. 
They conlifted of 100 Europeans and 1500 Sepoys . but one half 
of the Sepoys deferted on the road, for fear of the unufual fervices 
to which they heard thofe in the camp were applied: having for 
the firft time been employed in throwing up earth in the trenches; 
on which the reft, with the Europeans, were ordered to halt at 
Chilambarum, where they were joined during the fiege by 200 
Europeans from the camp. This force was intended to fuccour 
Karical, in cafe the Englifh fquadron fhould make a defcent them. 
As foon as Fort St. David capitulated, Mr. D’Eftaign was detached, 
with fome more troops and cannon, to join, and proceed with 
them again ft Devi Cotah; but this officer, on good intelligence, left 
' the cannon at Chilambrum, and on the 4th appeared with the troops 
before Devi Cotah, which the garrifon abandoned on his approach. 

. It confifted of 30 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys; they marched away 
through the Tanjore country to Tritchinopoly. 

As foon as Devi Cotah was taken, the army returned with all 
expedition from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and on the evening 
of the 7th, Mr. Lally made a triumphant entry, which had been 
concerted, into the town, and proceeded to a magnificent Te Deum y 
which was followed by a fumptuous entertainment; immediately 
after which, he renewed his bickerings with Mr. Deleyrit and the 
Council, becaufe the public treafure was almoft exhaufted ; not 
without accufations that they had diverted it to their own emolu¬ 
ments. 

The Englifh fquadron law the French fet fail from the road of 
Pondicherry; but, kept back by the Cumberland, loft, inftead of 
gaining ground, and fell to leeward again as far as Alamparva, off 
of which place, Mr. Pococke received on the 5th a letter, difpatched 
by the Englifh agent at Sadrafs, informing him of the lofs of 
Fort St. David. At this time, the fquadron had not more than 
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five days confumption of water on board : and the only port to the 
l'outhward, where it could be fupplied with diffident expedition, 
was the Dutch lettlement of Negapatnrn; which, being 100 miles 
to windward, they were not likely to reach in lefs than 10 days'; 
Mr. Pocockei therefore, bore away, and anchored the next day in 
the road of Madrafs. 

Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, on the return of his troops 
from Terpatore, where Armetrow was killed in February, had pa¬ 
raded them again about Chandergherry in the fame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti; but, Hill continuing liirn- 
felf afraid of the English Sepoys ftationed at Trepalfore, refrained 
from hoflilities, and tried profers of money, which the renters re¬ 
filled, and advifed him to a reconciliation with his brother. The 
poffeffion of Tripetti had always been the objeft of every adven¬ 
turer who faw any chance of fuccefs; becaufe its revenue, equal to 
30,000 pounds a year, ariling from the contributions of devotion, 
is always more certain than that of any harvefl: in the Carnatic; 
and the acquifition was foon after attempted with more earneflnefs 
than the fchemes of Abdulwahab. Before the departure of Bala* 
ventrow from the country of Cudapah, two officers of diflinftion, 
named Ragava cherry and Balakiflen Sauftry, arrived with a corn- 
million from Balagerow, to fuperintend the chout or tribute to the 
Momitoes from the Carnatic; in confequence of which they allied 
Balaventrow for a body of troops to proceed by military execution. 
He refilled, alledging, that he had already fettled this bufmefs with 
the Nabob of Arcot, who had given no new occafion of offence ; 
and on his departure to Sirpi, inftru&ed his fucceffor not to permit 
any hoflilities. The two officers, disappointed, levied 500 horfe 
and rooo foot, of thofe who had been in the fervice of the late Na- 
bob of Cudapah, but dilbanded after his death ; and proceeded with 
them to the country of the Polygar of Mattavar, which extends 
along the river Kandekr to the N.w. of the didrifts of Tripetti, 
and a part inferts itlelf between the counties of Damerla Venka- 
tipy Naigue, and Ban gar Yatcham, as far as a pafs in tlie moun¬ 
tains called Cara Canambaca, which is within twenty miles of the 
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pagoda. The renter ported 7 or 800 peons in the pafs, who kept the ad¬ 
venturers and their force at bay, although joined by the troop*of Mat- 
tavar until the beginning of May; when they forced their way 
through ; and, on\he 5th, attacked the town of Tnpetti, where 
the renter flood his ground, with only 300 Sepoys and 500 Peons ; 
but hadfecured them under the cover of garden-walls from the im- 
preflion of the enemy’s horfe, when Ragavacherry exportng himfelt 
intemperately in endeavouring to encourage them, was fhot dead, on 
which all his followers ran away, although only 10 men, befides 
himfelf, had been killed: he fell near the place where Mahomed 
Comaul was killed, five years before, 111 tne lame attempt. 

This was the only event of any rifque, which had happened in 
the Nabob’s territory, fince the arrival of Mr. Lally; for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French forts on 
the frontier to carry on the fiege of St. David, had reduced their 
garrilbns to the incapacity of attempting any tiling beyond ti anrt- 
tory excurfions to plunder. But die Englifli presidency now con¬ 
cluding that the French army would march againft Madrafs imme¬ 
diately after their fuccefs at* St. David, delayed no longer to give 
their final orders for the retreat of their own garrilbns with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Cliinglapet, Conje- 
veram, Covrepauk, and Arcot, which had previoufly fent in their 
artillery and flores, referring only as much mulket-ammunition as 
was neceflary for the march. Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
to the Nabob’s troops, of which a body were remaining in the city; 
Conjeveram and Cliinglapet to the peons of the refpeftive renters 
and the partizan Murzafabeg, leaving only a few of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Englifli garri¬ 
lbns having united at Cliinglapet, came together 011 the 7th of 
June, the day after the return of the fquadron : they amounted to. 
250 Europeans and 2000 Sepoys ; but the garrilbns of Pondamelee 
and Tripaflbre, confifting only of Sepoys, were not withdrawn, 
becaufe they protected a valuable dirt rift from the incurfions of the 
adjacent Poly gars, and might at all times retire to Madrafs, before 
any detachment from the French ftations on the other fide of the 
4 Paliar, 
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Paliar, could arrive to cut off their retreat. Frequent debates had 
been held in the council concerning the expediency of withdrawing 
the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which it was refolved to poftpone 
until the laft extremity; but in the interval the commandant Ma¬ 
homed Ifloof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Palani- 
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to Tritchinopoly 
itfelf on the fir ft fummons from Captain Calliaud. This officer, on 
the 16th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the 
pagoda of Seringham to the Myforeans, fummoued them to fur- 
render it, and detached his fecond, Captain Jofeph Smith, with a 
party, to take poll m Jumbakifhia. The JVIyloicans lephed by 
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were 
anfwered the next day by a bombardment from two mortars ; and in 
the enfiling night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderablc 
quantity of military ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the 
French had left to them : they returned from whence they came, to 
Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took poflefhon of the pagoda, and 
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys. 

Mr. Lally, notwithftanding hi? wrangles, confulted Mr. Deleynt 
and die jefuit Lavaur concerning the future operations of the field. 
Madrafs'feemed the immediate and' moft important temptation; for,^ 
not with ffanding the utmoft exertions,, many of the eflential parts of 
it? fortifications ftiil remained incompleat; and the defence or l ort 
St. David had raifed in Mr. Lally a contemptible opinion of the 
Englifh troops in India: but Pondicherry could not immediately fur- 
nilh money to fupport the campaign, nor means to tranfport by 
land the vaft quantity of artillery and ftores neceflary for die iiege, 
which could not be conveyed with any certainty in the finps of the 
French fquadron, whilft the Englifh kept the fea. The Nabob’s 
country to the north of Chittapett and Vandiwafh, by the retreat of 
the Englifh garrifons, prefented a much eaiier conceit, and the 
chance of no inconfiderable revenue, with the advantage of preffing 
Madrafs itfelf by a variety of diflreflbs ; but Mr. Lally could not 
brook the flow, although certain means of co leftmg money, which 
would have arifen from this expedition, \ieldmg therefore m he 
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advice of father Lavaur, lie preferred another, from which they ex¬ 
pected to get more, with equal eafe, in a much fhorter time. 

The king of Tanjore, when befieged by the army of Murzafajing 
and Chundafaheb with the French troops in 1751, had compounded 
the arrears of his tribute, and had given Chundafaheb a bond for 
^,600,000 rupees, before the approach of Nazirjing s army obligt d 
them to retreat out of his country ; the bond was in the pofielfion 
of the government of Pondicherry ; and an incident in the captiue 
of Fort St. David concurred to fuggeft the expediency of marching 
into the Tanjore country, and demanding this money fword in hand. 
The French had found in Fort St. David a prifoner of greater con- 
fequence than they cxpeCted : his name was Gatica : he was uncle 
to the depofed king of Tanjore, whofe pretenfions the Englifh af- 
ferted in 1749, when they entered the country, and took Devi Cotah. 
The king then and now reigning, when he ceded this place to them 
in propriety, ftipulated by a fecret article, that they fhould prevent 
this pretender from giving him any moleftation in future ; to enfure 
which, it was neceffary to fecure his perfon ; hut he withdrew him- 
iblf out of their reach; however, being in pofleffion of his uncle, who 
was the leading man of the party, and had entirely managed liis 
nephew, they detained him a prifoner, but under an eafy confine¬ 
ment, within the fort, where he remained until fated by the fall of 
the place to be employed by the French, with the fame yiews as 
nine years before by the Englifh : and Gatica was now produced at 
Pondicherry with much often tat ion and ceremony, in order to excite 
the apprehenfions of the king, that the pretender himfelf would ap¬ 
pear and accompany the French army, whom neverthelefs they did 
not proclaim in his ftead. 

How much foever Mr. Lally agreed in the preference of this ex¬ 
pedition, he differed even to animofity both with Mr. Delcyrit and 
the Jefuit in another meafure of ftill greater importance. He had 
brought from France the ftrongeft prejudices againft the character of 
Mr. Bufly, whom he believed to have continually amufed his nation 
with phantoms of public utilit}' and danger, in order to fecure the 
continuance of his ftation, in which he was fuppofed to have al- 
2 ready 
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ready gained an immenfe fortune : a few days after he landed, he 
had fent the Marquis of Conflans to a£t as fecond in the army of 
the Decan ; but now, thinking that the capture of Fort St. David 
had eftablifhed his own reputation beyond the imputation of jealoufy, 
he difpatched a letter to Mr. Bufly, to come without delay to Pondi¬ 
cherry, pretending that he wanted his advice ; and, fufpicious of the 
intimacy which had always fubfifted between Moracin and Mr. Bufly, 
he likewife, and on the fame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 
government of Mafulipatam. 

Six hundred men of Mr. Lally’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys, 
under the command of Mr. Soupire, formed a camp of obfervation 
between Alamparva and Pondicherry : only 50 able, with the in¬ 
valids of the army, were to be left in the town ; and, to calm the 
apprehenfions which were entertained by the inhabitants, of a fudden 
defcent from the Englifh fquadron, it was refolved to recall their 
own under the walls. The injunction reached Mr. D’Ach£ off 
Karical on the 16th ; and he anchored the next day in the road of 
Pondicherry. On the 18th Mr. Daily took the field, but, as before, 
unprovided with the neceflary attendants, bullock-men, and market- 
people; for the unufual compulfions, which had been pra£tifed 
during the fiege of Fort St. David, deterred the natives of fuch oc¬ 
cupations from engaging in the fervices of the camp ; and the in¬ 
habitants of the country removed their cattle, from dread of the 
Huflars, who had been permitted to drive in what were neceflary 
for the victualing of the army, without paying the value. The 
march between Pondicherry and Karical, where the troops were to 
rendezvous, is interfered by no lefs than iixteen rivers ; fix before 
you arrive at the Coleroon, which are generally fordable, excepting 
in the rains, but the Coleroon is never lb ; the others, as all in the 
kingdom of Tanjore, are arms of the Caveri, moft of which near 
the fea change their extenfive fur faces on beds of fand into deep chan¬ 
nels of mud, which, even when fordable, cannot be entered without 
much toil and trouble; to avoid which, fuch of the heavy artillery, and 
cumbrous flores as were not to be fupplied at Karical, were fent in 
two veffels by fea. Notwithftanding this relief, the troops gained 
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tlieir way with much inconvenience. The regiment of Dor rain left 
their tents at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks and coolies to carry 
them. The whole army had been-i 2 hours without food when they 
arrived at Devi Cotah, and, contrary to their expectation, found none 
there excepting paddy, which is the grain of rice before it is diveiled 
of its hulk, in which ftate it is only fit for the food of cattle ; but 
the operation is tedious, and requires the implements ufed by the 
natives; and the foldiers, hungry and fatigued, having fearched the 
huts in the fort for other victuals without finding any, fet fire to 
them, which was -with much difficulty prevented from catching two 
magazines of gunpowder. 

The troops, after feven days march, arrived at Karical on the 25th. 
The diftance from Pondicherry, although only 7 5 miles in the direft 
line, is 100 by the road; and here, for the fir ft time during the 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a bramin, fent by the king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr. Daily, who lent him 
back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mil¬ 
lions and fix hundred thouland rupees, with all the intereft : and, to 
convince the Id sg that he would derive no benefit from the ufual 
delays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately 
fent forward a detachment to take pofleffion of the opulent town of 
Nagore. 

This place is fituated on a river about four miles to the north of 
Negapatam, and carries on a very confiderable commerce ; but the 
merchants had removed their money and jewels, and offered little for 
the redemption of their warehoufes; on which Mr. Daily farmed 
out the plunder and ranfom of the town for 200,000 rupees toFifcher 
the commander of the French buffers, ftipulating, that, if the profit 
exceeded 100,000 rupees, a proportional addition was to be made to 
the public fund. Hitherto the conduct of Mr. Dally had been free 
from the reproach of thofe pecuniary views, which he continually 
imputed without diftmftion to everyone in the fervice of the French 
company ; but this agreement gave them no flight pretence to retort 
peculation on himfelf, as going fhares with Fifeher in the profits of 
Nagore. Whilft this bufinefs was tranfacing, he applied to the 
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Dutch government at Negapatam tp fupply his wants of money, 
ammunition, and provifions; who, awed by his force, furnifhed him 
with 20,000 pounds weight of gunpowder, and promifed to affilT: his 
commiffaries in purchafing wliatfoever their territory could fupply, 
but declared themfelves unable to lend any money, not having 
enough for their own ufe. The Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar, 
from the fame dread of his violences, promifed the fame aflifiances, 
and furnifhed fix finall field-pieces with 10,000 weight of gun-powder* 
The army marched from Nagore 011 the 28th, and, having pro¬ 
ceeded fix miles, halted at a confiderable pagoda called Kiveloor; 
where Mr. Lally, believing the report of tliofe who meant only to 
pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the 
images they worfhipped were of gold; in thisperfuafion, he ranfiicked 
and dug the houfes, dragged the tanks, and took the idols out of the 
chapels, but no treafures were found ; and the idols proved to be 
only of brafs. The bramin returning from the king met Mr. Lally 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but no 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mr. Lally’s expectations, who 
therefore difmifled him without accepting the prefents, and the next 
day marched ten miles farther to Trivalore, where Hands the moft 
famous pagoda in the country. Here the army found as much paddy 
laid up in granaries as would have fupplied them with rice for three 
months, but for want of the means to beat it out, could fcarcely pro¬ 
cure from it fufficient for the meal of the day. All the bramins had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fome were afterwards difcovered prying 
and alking queftions in the camp, probably from anxiety concern¬ 
ing their temples and divinities; but Mr. Lally judged them to be 
fpies employed by the king, and rafhly ordered fix of them to be exe¬ 
cuted, who were blown off from the muzzles of the field-pieces. 

As foon as, the French troops arrived at Karikal, the general Mo- 
nacjee advanced from the city of Tanjore and encamped within ten 
miles of Trivalore, with 2500 horfe, and 5000 Sepoys difciplined as 
well as they could be without the direction of Europeans. This was 
half the force of the kingdom. The king on the firft alarm had foli- 
cited aid from the Nabob, the Englifh prefidency,Tritchinopoly, from 
Vol. II. T t Tondiman, 
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Tondiman, and even from the two Moravars, although he was 
at this very time in enmity with all the three Poly gars. The 
prelidency and the Nabob were in no condition to lend any allift- 
ance from the Carnatic, but they authorized Captain Calliaud to 
aft as occafion might require from Tritehinopoly, where the 
commandant Mahomed Ifloof, in obedience to the orders lent to 
him on the Ilrff appearance of the French fquadron, arrived on the 
16th of June with 2000 Sepoys from the Tinivelly country. This 
reinforcement enabled Calliaud to fuccour the king without 
too much impairing his own garrifon; but the continual and au¬ 
thentic intelligence which he obtained of the duplicity of the king’s 
councils, created no little perplexity in the option between fending 
fiiccours which might be betrayed to the enemy ; or by with-holding 
them give the king a pretext to make terms with them, which in 
this conjuncture muft be dangerous to the Englifh affairs : he how¬ 
ever, at all rilques, as foon as he heard the French army were in 
motion from Nagore, detached 500 Sepoys with 10 European ar¬ 
tillery-men, and 300 Colleries collected from the neighbouring Poly- 
gars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this reinforcement in 
the prefent inftant fufficicnt to keep up the king’s hope of more; 
and waiting to affift him hereafter, according to his conduCt with the 
enemy, which he caufed to be narrowly watched. The exhor¬ 
tations of the prelidency had likewile induced Tondiman and the 
two Moravars to fulpend their refontalents fo far as to let their 
Colleries alio take lervlce with the king, who hired 4000 of them ; 
and they were fent, as they arrived, to Monacjee’s camp, as were 
afterwards thofe fupplied by Calliaud. The French army remained 
at Trivalore until the 12th ot July, during which their cavalry 
fwept the country round of all the cattle, of which Mr. Tally fent 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the fea-coaft; which pre¬ 
caution was imputed to him as a projeCt of private gain ; but not 
much was got by it, for Monacj.ee had detached his Colleries to 
maraud in the rear of the French army, who cut off every thing 
which moved to and from the camp with flender efforts, and re¬ 
covered great numbers of the cattle, which they too drove away, and 
Ibid for the loweft prices to any who would buy them. However, 
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fonie of the Colleries were killed, and all who were taken prifoners 
Mr. I .ally ordered to be linked to draw the guns, which did not deter 
the others from repeating their attacks, wherever booty appeared, or 
even from inlulting the camp itfelf every night with their rockets. 
Oil the 24th, the army came in light of Monacjee’s, drawn up in 
good order behind a water-courle, from which the Tanjorihes were 
fooh driven by the fire of the French artillery, and retreated towards 
the citv, but ftill continued without the walls. 

The French army arrived within fix miles of the city on the 18th 
in the morning', when a mefiage was received from the king, de- 
firing a conference with perlbns authorized to treat; on which Air. 
Tally halted the army, and fent iu a captain, Alaudave, and a 
jefuit, St. Efrevan. They infilled on the firft demand of 5,600,000 
rupees, with the mtereft : the king offered 300,000 ; the deputies re¬ 
turned, and were lent back again with the demand of one million in 
money, 600 bullocks for the carriage of the artillery and ftores, and 
10,000 pounds weight of gunpowder ; but this article the deputies 
wifely agreed to fupprefs, as expofing the diftrefs of the army: the king 
feemed inclined to add fomethhigto his firft offer of money, but laid, 
tliat the fupply or fale of beeves to thofe of a different religion was 
contrary to bis own ; the deputies returned again to the camp, and 
the next morning to the city, with pofitive orders to infill on the 
gunpowder, which when they propofed to Monacjee in a conference 
before they were to vifit the king, he exclaimed with indignation, 
that all negotiation was at an end, and that he Ihould not introduce 
to his mailer men who were only fent to inful t him. The deputies 
returned without delay to the camp, which immediately moved, and 
in the evening took poffeffion of the pettah, or fuburbs, which at 
this time extended along the eaftern fide of the city ; the artillery, 
of which only two were battering cannon, and the cohoms and 
howitzes, for the army had brought no mortars, fired during the 
night at the pagodas and other edifices which arofe above the walls; 
and this was all the annoyance they could ufe at prefent, fince 
the two pieces of battering cannon could not be expofed again!! 
the fuperior fire of the town, without more to cover them; a de- 
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tachment was therefore fent to bring up three twenty-four pounders 
from Karical, which were all that this place could fpare, and 
the two vefiels laden with the cannon and mortars from Pondi¬ 
cherry were hill far to leeward: feveral other detachments, which 
all together employed half the infantry and all the cavalry of the 
army, were at the fame time fent abroad to bring in the cattle of 
the adjacent country; and a body of Colleries, who had probably 
defected from the Tanjorines, were likewife hired for the fame em¬ 
ployment. The abundance was much greater than the confump- 
tion ; and the fur plus were driven away as before to be fold on the 
fea-coaft. The vaft detriment which the country was likely to fuffer 
by the continuance of thefe deflations induced the king to renew 
the negotiation on the 22d, and the next day he paid 50,000 rupees; 
and the jefuit St. Eftevan, with Kenedy a lieutenant-colonel, were 
fent to remain as hoftages for the re-payment of the money, in cafe 
a treaty Ihould not be concluded, and hoftilities be renewed. But 
the Colleries in the French army could not be reftrained from con¬ 
tinuing their depredations, which the Tanjorine horfe revenged, by 
giving no quarter to any they feLl in with : quarrels likewife en- 
fued with the market people and dealers, who, with the king’s per- 
miffion, came from the city to fell provifions and other neceflaries 
in the camp ; and the difcuffions of thefe broils and violences in¬ 
terrupted the more important negotiation until the arrival of the 
three pieces of cannon from Karical, which came up on the 29th ; 
and Mr. L-ally, having at this time received intelligence, that the 
king waspreffing the Englilhat Tritchinopoly to fend another and 
ftronger reinforcement, refolved to renew hoftilities, although his 
hoftages ftill remained in the power of the king, who, frightened by 
the arrival of the cannon, conferred in earned:, and concluded the 
treaty, of which the terms were .founded on Mr. Lally’s declarations, 
that he intended to march immediately from Tanjore againft Tritch¬ 
inopoly ; for which fervice the king agreed to lend 300 of his beft 
horle, to furnifli 1000 coolies and mattock-men, and to fupply the 
army with provifions during the fiege; to deliver two refpetiable 
.hoftages, .and to give in money 500,000 rupees, of which 200,000 
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were to be paid as foon as the army removed ten miles from Tan- 
jore, 150,000 were to be lent with the two French hoftages as foon 
as it arrived before Tritchinopoly, and the remaining 150,000 were 
to be paid after the fiege, when the king’s hoftages were to be fur- 
rendered, and the cavalry returned. The contingencies involved in 
thefe terms ftiewed, that neither fide had much expectation they 
would be compleatly executed, and Mr. Tally feems to have accepted 
them, only becaufe he ihould get fome money in hand; the king 
becaufe fome chance might lave the reft. Two hundred of the 
coolies were fent to the camp during the difcuflkm of the articles,, 
which were not intirely adjufted until late in the evening of the 
31ft, when Mr. Dubois the commiflary of the army, who had con¬ 
ducted the negotiation in the city, returned to the camp, accom¬ 
panied by the two Tanjorine hoftages, and 40 of the cavalry, being 
all, it was faid, who were immediately readythe delay of the reft con¬ 
firmed Mr. Tally in his fufpicions that the king meant only to amufe 
him, and induced him to Ihut up thole who were come in a pagoda 
near the encampment: they not knowing what to fufpeCl from this 
treatment, dreaded the worft, and fent information to the city, in 
confequence of which the king flopped the reft of the cavalry ; and 
his coolies in the camp being frightened by the rumours concerning 
the horfemen in the pagoda, run away in the night. The next 
morning Mr. Tally fent Dubois to reproach the king and Mo- 
nacjee for their fuppofed breach of faith, who retorted their own, 
fufpicions, and this altercation producing the real ftate of the mif- 
takes, Dubois preferred to bring back one of the Tanjorine hoftages 
as a conviction of fecurity to the cavalry which had remained be¬ 
hind, who were then to proceed to the xamp.. But Mr. Tally re¬ 
garded this ftipulation as an indignity, and a confirmation of the 
king’s infincerity, and fummoned 1 his council of war, who con¬ 
formably to his expofition were unanimoufly of opinion that no re¬ 
liance could be had on any profeflions of peace, and that it was 
neceflary to attack the city without delay, and with the utmoft: 
vigour. In confequence of this refolution, Mr. Tally wrote a letter 
to colonel Kenedy, ordering him to denounce the .utmoft vengeance 
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not only on the country and city of Tanjore, but likewile on tlie 
king and his whole family, whom he threatened to carry as flaves to 
the ifland of Mauritius. In the evening the army moVcd from the 
fuburbs, and formed a regular camp about a mile and a half to the 
fouth-eaft of the town. 

The expreflions in Mr. Tally’s letter to Kenedy, determined the 
king, who had hitherto fluctuated in ir re dilution, to defend him felt 
to extremity, and he now repeated his felicitations with the utmoft 
earneftnefs for afiiftance from. Tritchinopoly. Captain Oalliaud, by 
the accounts he continually received of the king’s negotiations, had 
hitherto thought it unfafe to trull any more troops in his power, whilft 
making engagements to afiilt the French in the reduction of Tritchi¬ 
nopoly : but, being convinced by tins laft rupture, that he had re¬ 
nounced all defigns of accord or reconciliation with them, detached on 
the 6th of Auguft 500 of his beft Sepoys, with two excellent ferjeants 
and 27 cannoneers, who in order to avoid the encounter of the 
French troops, proceeded in a round-about road along the bank of 
the Colemon. 

A deep water-courfe, running Within 400 yards parallel to the 
■fouth fide of the city, furnifhing a much more commodious trench 
than any which are opened in fieges, determined Mr. Tally to make 
the attack under the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city 
is much the narroweft afpect, extending only 480 yards. Two batteries 
were erected on the nether edge of the water-courfe, the one .of three 
guns oppofite to the middle of the face, but turned to breach between 
the cavalier of the eaftern angle and the next tower. The other, of 
two guns, was 200 yards to the right. 

Both opened on the 2d of Auguft. It was the 7 th in the evening, after 
five days firing, before the batteries had produced a breach fix feet wide: 
but by this time there remained only 150 charges of powder for the 
cannon, and not 20 cartouches a man for the troops; and, notwith- 
ftanding the numbers of cattle which had been feTed, there were not 
provide ns for two days remaining in the camp, and the great diftance 

from 


Book IX. Tan JO RE. 

from which any could be procured through the perpetual interruptions 
of tire Tanjorine cavalry and colleries, precluded the hopes of any im¬ 
mediate fupplies. On the 8th in the morning advices were received, 
that another engagement had palled between the two iquadrons, im¬ 
mediately after which, the Englifh anchored before Karical, where 
they were threatening a delcent; but that no tidings had been obtained 
concerning the French fquadron finee the fight.. This intelligence ag¬ 
gravated the general anxiety, as the diftrefles of the army in their 
prefent iituation, could only be relieved from Karical; and Mr- 
Lally defpairing of fuceeeding in the affault of the breach, fummon- 
ed his council of war, in which, of 12 officers 10 were of opinion to 
raife the fiege ; but two, Saubinet, and Mr. D’Eflaigne, advifed the 
immediate afliiult, the fuccefs of which appeared to D’Efhugne in¬ 
dubitable ; who added, that the city would furniih more ammuni¬ 
tion than would be expended in the ftorm, and that he had no ap- 
prehenhons the Englifh would make a delcent upon Karical, whilfl 
the French fquadron kept the fea.. Doubtlefs both D’Eflaigne and' 
Saubinet knew the ditch was fordable, when they advifed the aflault;, 
otherwife, in the Hate we have known it fince,. the approach would 
have'been utterly impracticable. In conlequence of the refolution 
to retreat, the lick and wounded were feiit away on the fame day 
under the efcort of 15a Europeans, and dilpolitions were made- 
to decamp on the night of the enfuing day, which was the icth of 
the month; hi the mean time the guns in the batteries were fired 
every now and then in order to keep the garrilon in an e. 

Monacjee focn received intelligence of the refolution to raife the 
liege, and imputed it to. defpondency ; the detachment from Trit- 
chinopoly arrived in the middle of the fame night, and he propoled 
that they fhould march immediately with his own troops to attack, 
the French camp by furprize, conformably to a fcheme for which 
he had taken meafures ; but they were fo much fatigued, that he de¬ 
ferred the enterprise for 24 hours, until the morning of the lotn, 
during which the camp received no intelligence of this defign, but 
remained in negligence and fecurity, as before an enemy they def- 
pifed, and fuppofed willing their retreat too much to interrupt it. 
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After midnight 4000 cavalry, led by Monacjee himfelf, the two de¬ 
tachments from Tritchinopoly, confiftmg of 1000 Sepoys and 50 
Europeans, with 5000 of the king’s Sepoys, and all the Colleries, 
marched out of the city, and keeping at a fufficient diftance, arrived 
at the dliferent polls from which they were to make their attacks, and 
remained in them, undifcovered. At the flrft dawn of day, 50 horfe- 
men appeared advancing, as from the city, at a leifurely pace, to¬ 
wards the camp ; they were challenged by the advanced guard, and 
iaid they were come to offer their fervice to the French general, to 
whom they requefted to be conducted ; and no danger being appre¬ 
hended from their number, a party from the guard accompanied them 
towards Mr. Lally’s quarters, who flept in a choultry about half a mile 
111 the rear, but to the left of the camp. When within 100 yards, 
the troop halted and their leader went forward, and Mr. Lally having 
perceived their arrival, arofe and came out of the choultry to fpeak to 
him ; but before they met, one of the horfemen, who it is fuppofed 
was intoxicated with opium, left his rank, and galloped up to a tum¬ 
bril at fome diftance, into which he fired his piftol, and a fpark of 
the wad blew it up and the man; the explofion gave the alarm through 
the camp; and the guard at the choultiy, which confifted of 50 
men, immediately advanced to prated Mr. Lally. In the fame inftant 
the captain of the troop, who had not difmounted, pufhed forward to¬ 
wards him, and made a cut at his head with his fcymetar, which 
Mr. Lally parried with his ftick, and a Coffree fervant who attended 
him ihot the Tanjorine dead with a piftol; the whole troop had now fet 
off at full-gallop to charge the guard, who received them in regular 
order, and with a fire of fuch execution as ftopt all except two or 
three from breaking through them ; thofe, however, who remained 
on liorfeback, joined again and endeavoured to make a fecond charge, 
but in fo much confufion, that the fecond fire of the guard put them 
to flight with the utmoft precipitation ; and moft of them galloped 
into a tank, which they did not perceive time enough to avoid : but 
twenty-eight wer$ left dead in the fp^ce of thirty yards ; Mr. Lally 
himfelf was trampled down and ftunned in the fcuffle, but only two 
■of his guard were killed. Whilft the troops m the camp were get- 
1 ting 
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ting under arms and expecting a general attack from tbe quarter 
where the fir ft alarm had been given, the great body of Colleries 
were difcovered advancing with their lances and rockets in the rear, 
3000 horfe at the fame time in the front, and the whole body of 
Sepoys, with 1000 more horfe on the right: much confufion and 
trepidation prevailed in every part of the camp tor near an hour, but 
the troops were recalled to their wonted fteadinefs and difcipline, by 
the example and adivity of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaigne : the 
Englifh Sepoys penetrated amqpgft the tents, and had feized three 
field-pieces, which they were obliged to abandon, after having 75 
of their body killed and wounded in endeavouring to carry them off; 
they, however, brought away an elephant and two camels. The 
French fuppofe that 400 of the enemy were killed, and allow their 
own lofs to be no more than 10, which is improbable. It does not 
appear that any attack was made on the two batteries in the water- 
con rie, although it fhould leem that the troops on duty there were 
the moft expofed. 

As loon as the Tanjorines had retired, the French army continued 
their preparations to decamp during the enluing night; and, for 
want of draft and carriage-bullocks, Ipiked and difmounted the five 
pieces of battering Cannon, threw the fhot into wells, and deftroyed 
as much of the baggage as time and means permitted. At midnight 
the whole were in motion, marching in two lines, with-an interval 
between, which was occupied by palanquins, baggage, tumbrills, and 
other carriages; two field-pieces were in the front, rear, and on each 
fide of the lines. Monacjee, with all his cavalry and a large body of 
Sepoys, was abroad, and fsveral times obliged the march to halt, 
and recur to rheir field-pieces; the Colleries threw rockets, but dif- 
appeared at the approach of day. But the reft of the Tanjorine army 
continued, as during tb night, to follow and hover round until 
noon; when the French troops arrived and halted at Coviionil, 15 miles 
from Tanjore: the road was without a fingle pond or ftream until 
they came to the town; when nothing could with-hold the troops and 
animals of the army from breaking their ranks and reftraints to gain 
the firft water they law. The next day they reached Trivalore; this 
march was 20 miles, and more fatiguing than the former, having two 
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1758. rivers to pafs, over which the artillery and carriages were trail fpor ted 

Au^uft* much difficulty; but the enemy, inftead of taking the advantage, 

difcontinued the purfuit before they arrived at the fir ft: during the 
whole march the troops had no other food than the coco-nuts they 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivalore fome provifions lent from Karical; but all were fo ex¬ 
ha lifted and fatigued, that they could not proceed any farther until 
they had been allowed three days refrefhment and repofe. On the 
road Mr. Dally received information that the French fquadron was at 
Pondicherry, and that Mr. D’Ache had fignified to the council there 
his determination to return without delay to the Ifle of France; on 
which he immediately difpatched the Count D’Eftaigne with the 
ftrongefl remonflrances to flop him. O11 the 18th the army arrived 
at Karical, and law the.Englifti fquadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

Many wants and infufficient means had detained the fquadron near 
eight weeks in-the road of Madrafs after their unfuccefsful endea¬ 
vours to reach Fort St. David during the fiege. On the third of 
July, three of the company’s fhips arrived in the i*oad; they had 
left England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, un¬ 
til the northern monfoon was fetting in, proceeded to Bengal; from 
whence they were difpatched in April with money, merchandize, 
and ffores, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng¬ 
land, or any troops in return for thole which had been lent with 
Clive. The fouthern monfoon, which had begun when they failed, 
obliged them to make the outward paffage towards Achin, and they 
came in from the fouthward to Negapatam in confequence of the in¬ 
telligence they received at this place, they put out again to lea and kept 
out of fight of land until they flood in for Madrafs. Chance always 
maintains its fharein all events, ffad not the unneceflary anxiety of 
the council at Pondicherry recalled Mr. D’Ache’s fquadron from Kari- 
L,al in the middle of June, but permitted him to have continuedthe cruize 
he intended, thefe fhips would have been taken, and would have flip- 
jplied the want of money, which had been the principal caufe of the 
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fruitlefs and difgraceiul expedition to Tanjore. It was the 25th of 
July before the Englifli fquadron was fufficiently equipped to fail, and 
on the 27th they appeared in fight of Pondicherry, where the French 
fquadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under fail before 
night. The next morning the two fquadrons were out of fight of 
each other: on the 29th, the French anchored at Karical; on the 
31ft, at day-break, they failed for Negapatam, and at nine again 
law the Engliih fquadron; but the wind blowing frefh, the three 
linaller of the French fhips could not work their lower tier, on 
which Mr. D’Ache tacked and flood away, and the next day again 
faw nothing of the Englifli. The day after, the 2d of Auguft, they 
anchored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Ache received intelligence, 
which was not true, that Mr. Daily had been defeated before Tan¬ 
jore ; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Englifli fqua¬ 
dron intended to difembark a great part of their men, in order to cut 
off the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At tw r o in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the French fqua¬ 
dron got under way, and plying to windward perceived the Eng¬ 
lifli at day-break out at lea, about four miles to leeward of them. 
Both fquadrons immediately formed their lines, and Mr. Pococke 
perceiving the fliip which led the enemy’s van (it w'as the Count de 
Provence) to be the ftouteft next their Admiral, ordered the Eliza¬ 
beth, Admiral Stevens, to take the fame ftation in his own line, in- 
flead of the Tyger, to which, as in the laft engagement, it had 
been alloted. The land-wind blowing from the s. w. the Englifli 
line ftretched with their heads to the s. s. e. At eleven o’clock the 
wind where they were, died away, and left them quite becalmed. 
But the enemy continued to have a light breeze from the land, with 
which they flood on, their line extending Eaft and Weft, and pafled 
the rear of the Engliih line nearly at right angles, without firing a 
Angle fhot, although they had the faireft opportunity of raking and 
dilabling the Cumberland, and Neweaftle, which were the two 
fternmoft fhips, and, as all the others, lay helplefs in the calm with 
their fterns towards the enemy. 
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At noon the fea-breeze fprung up from the s. w. which gave the 
wind to the Englilh fhips. Both fquadrons formed their lilies anew 
to the wind, with their heads w. N. w. and as foon as this was done 
in the Englilh line, Mr. Pococke at 20 minutes pad 12 made the 
fignal to bear down. 

The enemy’s line confided of eight fail; the Sylphide, which ap¬ 
peared in it in the lad engagement, was kept out to repeat fignals: 
the Comte de Provence, which had not beeen in it, fupplied the place 
of the Bienaime, which was Branded in the furf. The Elizabeth 
dood for the Comte de Provence, and bawled up abread of her be¬ 
fore the red of the line were in their proper form; for it is impoffible 
that feveral diips can correfpond indautaneoufly in the fame opera¬ 
tions. Mr. D’Ache immediately made the fignal for engagement, and 
the Comte de Provence had given her broad-iide upon the Eliza¬ 
beth before Mr. Pococke threw out his fignal, at 20 minutes paft 
one, when his whole line was compleatly formed in doled order at the 
proper didance from each other, and all at equal didance from the 
enemy, who were not fo regularly drawn up, curving inwards from 
the extremities: the two admirals, as in the former engagement, were 
in the center of their refpeftive lines. The fire was in both as hot at 
poflible : but the French fired high, the Englifli only at the hulls, 
and both with much certainty, for they were near, the lea finooth, 
and the breeze light. In ten minutes the mizen of the Comte de 
Provence took fire, which obliged her to bear away, and cut away 
the mad. The Due de Bourgogne took her place againd the Eliza¬ 
beth. A little after the wheel of the Zodiac’s rudder was carried 
away by a diot from the Yarmouth, to repair which Ihe palled un¬ 
der the lee of the Due d’Qrleans, and no fooner returned again into 
the line, than one of her lower deck guns in the gun-room, burd, 
and beat through the deck above. This mifchance was loon fol¬ 
lowed by a greater, for the bulk-head of her powder-room took fire 
wliild extinguifhing it, the rudder gave way again, and the Ihip fell 
foul of the Due d’Orleans, her fecond ahead; and both, whilft dif- 
cntangling, were expofed almod defencelefs to the hotted fire from- 
their opponents the Yarmouth and Tyger: the Conde and the Moras 
1 were 
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were by this time beaten out of the line, and at eight minutes after 
two, the Zodiaque as foon as difongaged bore away, as in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five fhips not yet gone, all crowding all 
the fail they could carry, and even cutting their boats adrift, to make 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fignal for a general 
chace; but in lei's than ten minutes all the enemy’s fhips were got out 
of certain foot; and at fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from 
the foremoft of the Englifo fhips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together again liawled the wind, and at eight anchored 
off Karical, about three miles from the foore. Mr. D’Ache fleered for 
Pondicherry. Not with {landing the irregularity and foort continu¬ 
ance of this fight, the French fuftered as much in it as in the for¬ 
mer engagement, although they had then 1200 more men on board ; 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs than 600, of whom 
33 were killed dead, and 151 dangeroufly wounded in the Zodiaque 
alone. In the whole of the Englifo fquadron only 31 were killed,, 
and 166 wounded; both fquadrons fuflered in proportion to the 
manner in which the enemy fought; the French loft in men and 
flaughter, and all the Englifo fhips were fo much damaged in their 
rigging, that, if a frefo wind had arifen during the engagement, feve- 
ral of their mails muft have gone by the board, for want of the 
forowds, ftays, and other fecurities, which the enemy’s foot and. 
langrain had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Ache were wound¬ 
ed by fplinters, and Commodore Stevens received a mufket-ball, 
which lodged in his fooulder, and was feen to be foot with aim by a- 
French officer. 

Three days after the engagement, a Show called the Rubys, from 
the ifland of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as foon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached 
one of the foips of his fquadron, whofe boats cut the fnow out of 
the road within gun-foot of the Dutch flag, and the fort did not fire 
to protect her, but afterwards remonftrated againfl the offence. A 
few days after a Dutch foip of 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,000. 
pounds in dollars on board, anchored in the road of Pondicherry,, 
which Mr.. D’Ache immediately feized as reprifal for the fuppofed; 
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connivance of the government of Negapatam, in not protecting the 
Rubys according to the rights of a neutral port. 

The retreat of the Bnglifh garrifons into Madrafs, and the infub- 
ordination of the Nabob’s troops at A root, left the country to the fouth 
of the Paliar without any other protection excepting from the troops 
maintained by Murzafabeg; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no where ftrong enough 
tooppofethe enemy ; and, in the end of June, a French officer return* 
®ig with his efcort of Sepoys, and a party of horfemen, which he had 
levied at Velore, furprized the fort of Trivatore, in which he 
left his Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
diftriCts, all together made incurlions on the harvefts of Conjeveram 
and Salawauk ; to reprefs which, the prefidency feast out again four 
companies of Sepoys, two to Conjeveram, and two to Chinglapet; 
which were not fufficient to reprefs half the mifehief. How¬ 
ever, an advantage was foon after gained by other means, which 
more than retaliated the lofs of Trivatore. Mr. Lally, on his ar¬ 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de- 
pedencies, which Mr. Soupires had reduced in the preceding year, to 
Rajahfaheb, the long-neglected foil of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfelf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfe and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in the begin¬ 
ning of Auguft, efcorting a convoy of provifions to the French 
army in the Tanjore country; but this expence and ftibftracHon 
obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded. Kiftnarow, the Kel- 
lidar of Thiagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, and whofe djftri&s were ftill continually harraffed 
by them, took the opportunity, and aflaulting Trinomalee in the 
night, carried it, and put all the garrifon to the fword. It was taken 
on the iothof Auguft, and it was not until the 14th that the pre¬ 
fidency received intelligence of the agreement which the king of 
Tanjore had made on the I ft of the month, to aflift the French 
army in the attack they intended againft Tritchinopoly; on which, 
they relolved to take the field, but with no other views or hopes 
than that the rumour might recall the king, or at leaft ftop the 
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defection of other allies. The ufual tardinefs of preparations de¬ 
tained the troops in the town until the 18th; when Colonel Law¬ 
rence marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys. On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Pa- 
liar, about eight miles beyond Chinglapet, when having received in¬ 
telligence of the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they re¬ 
turned themlelves to Madrafs, where they arrived on the laft day of the 
month. Whilft abi'oad, a party of the Nabob’s troops from Arcot, 
encouraged by their march, joined thole of Abdul Hay the renter 
of Salawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted eight 
days, retook the fort of Trivatore by afiault, and put many of the 
garrifon, which confided of 500 men, to the fword. 

Mr. D’Ache retired from the laft engagement with a conviction 
that the Englilh remained to windward with the intention of fall¬ 
ing fuddenly upon his Ihips, whilft moored and repairing in the 
road of Pondicherry; and it was fuppoled that they had two fire-lhips, 
although they had only one, which had been of 110 fervice in the laft 
engagement: however, thefe notions determined him toanqhor op poll te 
to the town, as near the Ihore as poffible, under the protection of the- 
line of guns to the fea; and the council, in complacence, it is faid, 
to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamped 
with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 14th, on the fame 
dav that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the .re- 
mouftrances of the Count D’Eftaigne, lent forward by Mr. Lally, 
to proteft againft the difrepute which would follow this apprehen¬ 
sive conduct, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of embarking any number 
of troops on the fquadron, and of accompanying them himfelf, as a 
proof of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Ache 
to fail, and try the rifque of another engagement. Mr. Lally 
moved’ with the army from Karical on the 24th : they were two 
days in palling the Coleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at laft to 
leave their artillery and carriages there: when Mr. Lally went 
forward with a fmall detachment, and arrived on the 28th at Pom. 
dicherry, where he immediately liunmoned a mixt council of the 
adminiftration and die army, who concurred m remonftratmg to. 
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Mr. D’Ache the neceffity of meeting the Englifh fquadron again, or 
at leaft of deferring the departure of his own whilft. they remained 
■on the coaft. Mr. D’Ache returned the unanimous opinion of all 
his captains, that the one was impracticable, and the other too 
dangerous to be rifqued: however, after fome mediations, he con- 
fented to leave 500 of his faitors and marines to ferve on fhore; 
and on the 3d of September failed with all the fliips for the Ifle of' 
Mauritius. 

The detachments which had been fent from Tritchinopoly to 
aflift Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoly itfelf, if 
Mr. Lally Ihould lucceed in his views at Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calliaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys Rationed in the 
diftant villages, but even to call in the garrifon he had placed in 
the pagoda of Seringham, although under the guns of the city. 
The brother of Hydernaig, with the party of Myforeans who had 
lately been driven out of it, had returned from Dindigul, rein¬ 
forced with more, and were waiting at fome diftanee to. the weft; 
and as foon as Seringham was evacuated by the Englifh troops, 
they came on, and took pofleflion of it again : but Calliaud, as 
foon as the French army retreated from before Tanjore, fent out 
parties to attack them, who with little effort difpoflefled and drove 
them away. No probability then remaining of any intermediate dan¬ 
ger,- Calliaud refolved, as foon as his detachments returned 
from Tanjore, to difpoflefs the reigning Rheddy of Terriore, and to 
reftore his coufin, the expelled Rheddy: who had long folicited 
this affiftance, which could not with prudence be afforded, whilft 
the French garrifon were remaining at Seringham. The viciflitudes 
of thefe two competitors had been peculiar. The French found 
the Rheddy, now expelled, in pofleflion when they over-run Ter¬ 
riore in 1753; and then depofing him, appointed the Rheddy 
now reigning, whom they removed in 1755, and reinftated the 
firft: but, being afterwards diflatisfied with his conduct, expelled him 
1756, and again reinftated his rival; who, from this Iaft appoint¬ 
ment, had kept pofleflion. The pluxtder of the adjacent villages 
between Terriore, and the ftreights of Utatoor, was the only de¬ 
triment 
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tfinient to be appvriicftded^fotn bu^fhe^ expelled Rheddy 

was much befriended by the Polygfiss pf Arcelore and \Voriofepol- 
lam, whofe long averijon to the French, it was at this time more 
efpecially expedient topnyo^rage ,hy. i^Lj:l^[gi.fag theiy folioitude for 
the reinflatement,of their friend. ‘ . . . - 

Accordingly Captain Jpfcjph, .Smith, marf liecl; .pyifh 'his company 
of 70 Europeans, the.,company of 50 Coffees, two field-piedes, 
with their artillery-men, and ten, companies .of Sepoys, commanded 
by Mahomed Iflpof.. . The, dejxffed Rh’eddy, .with feme of the Colie- 
ries, or natives of rXcmpfb,. who jib.ia.ech by -jijs, fortunes, accompa¬ 
nied. the detachment, and, if- nothing more* were to ferye as guides 
through the wood. IVIeffengers were font .forward with a letter, 
ordering the Rheddy within to come out, and meet Captain Smith ; 
and they were inftru&ed to take hotice of eyery thing that occurred 
in the path through, which they fhould he led; hut the guards 
at the barrier flopped them., and lent on- the letter by .men of their 
own, who returned .with a. letter from the Rheddy, which they de¬ 
livered to the meffengers, who brought it to Captain Smith on the 
march. It contained vague apologies for his not cpraing out of the 
wood, and endeavoured to. gain time, which Captain ,Smjth, reiqiyed 
not to lofo. The troops arrived in fight- of the- barrier at four in 
the afternoon of the day after they had crpfied the • Coleroon, and 
immediately formed for the attack. 

The wood of Terriore; flitcheth 20 miles along the- foot of the 
weflern mountains, and extends from them, 10 miles into the plain ; 
the \vood is in moll parts Teven miles through, and encloles an 
open grpund about three - miles fquare, of which the farther fide, as 
of the wood itfelf, adjoins to the, hills :.and in this, area are the habi¬ 
tation of the Rheddi,’which i? a> fpaciqu^ byil ding,, a .town, gardens, 
arable Lmds, and immediately under, the hills a very large, tank, 
computed foven miles in circumference. It was known, that the 
path' before them bad defences in various parts, and that the whole 
of the fighting men would be in theie ldations. Captain Sn>i$h 
therefore lent off four companies pf Sepoys, with Ramanaig, a Je- 
mautdar, on whom Mahomed Ifloof had reliance, to enter the wood 
Vol. II. X X at 
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3 , 3 7 r8 at a confutable diftance on the right, under the conduct of the 
„ uideSj w ho undertook to lead them to the town, through a fecret 
AugQft ' path, of which there are feveral in the wood, known only to the 
inhabitants, who call them the rogues’ path-way. The firft barrier 
was a winding paffage between two thick-fet hedges of thorn, lead¬ 
ing into the ftraiter path of the wood; but choaked at both ends 
with brambles laid for the occafion. Neverthelefs the enemy aban¬ 
doned this poft, although very defenfible, without refinance. 

The Coffres led, followed by the Europeans ; they by one of the 
fix-pounders, with Umber boxes only and the Sepoys marched in 
the rear, excepting a few who remained to guard the other fix- 
pounder, the fpare ammunition, and the baggage, which were left 
at the fkirt of the wood ; the line proceeded more than a mile in the 
path without interruption, but at length was fired upon from a 
breaft-work of brick on the right; from which the enemy were 
foon diflodged, and retired through the bufiles to the next; but as 
they were intent in carrying off their wounded, the mufketry gauled 
them a good deal as they were going away. Moving onward, the line 
foon received a fmart fire from a fecond breaft-work like the firft; 
but the Coffres loon obliged the enemy to quit this ftation likewife, 
when they retired to their main body; a few of the line were 
wounded in driving them from thefe defences. The Coffres con¬ 
tinued to move on in front, and had out-marched the reft of the 
line, when by a fudden turning in the road, they came unexpeaedly 
at once within piftol-fhot of the enemy’s principal poft. This was 
a ftrong wall of brick, 14 feet high, divided into a rampart and 
parapet, and in the parapet were feveral tiers of loop-holes; it 
ftretched a-crofs the path and fame yards beyond it on each hand, 
and had a return of the fame conftruaion at each extremity, but 
falling back, inftead of projecting to flank the main wall, and in the 
return on the left flood the gate-way; this work was furrounded by 
a ftrong hedge of thorn, which continuing on the fides joined the 
main wood to fome diftance in the rear. As foon as the Coffres ap¬ 
peared at the turning, the enemy teftified their numbers, and their 
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courage, by fhouting, the din of inftraments, and a ffrong fire of 
their matchlocks, which, with'the furprize, panic-ft ruck the Coffres : 
they ran back in the path, and were immediately followed by num¬ 
bers of the enemy iffuing from the thickets on the left. There was 
no time to enquire the cauie. Captain Smith immediately led on the 
Europeans, who ioon drove the enemy back into the wood, who did 
not efcape through the barrier of thorns before the wall. Both were 
now attentively examined ; and, whilfl fome endeavoured to tear up 
the hedge in front, others tried to get round the flanks of it into 
the wood ; but none fucceeded, and feveral were wounded. The field- 
piece was then advanced, and fired until all its ammunition was ex¬ 
pended, without taking any effect on the parapet, or intimidating 
the enemy, whofe matchlocks had wounded five of the fix artillery¬ 
men ferving the gun, and more of the other Europeans, who likewife 
had expended moft of their cartridges. It was now feven o’clock, 
and began to grow dark, when all the blacks, whether Coffres, Se¬ 
poys, or Lafcars, took advantage of this protedion, and flunk away 
back into the path, out of the reach of danger, excepting Mahomed 
Iffoof, one fervant of Captain Smith’s, and one Tmdal, or corporal 
of the Lafcars. A fupply of ammunition had been fent for from 
the fkirt of the wood as foon as the troops came to the wall ; ut 
from the diftance it could not be expeded for fame tune. During 
which. Captain Smith ordered the Europeans to fire their mufkets 
now and then againft the parapet, as well to convince the enemy 
that they were determined not to relincpiifh the attack, as to divei be¬ 
chance of their difeovering the party with Ramanaig, whofe arrival, 
too long delayed, had for fome time created much doubt and anxiety. 
At eight o’clock more ammunition came up, when the filing o ic 
field-piece and mufketry renewed again with great vivacity, und was 
equally returned by the enemy. Soon after, filing was ieai ir | 
the rear - of the wall, and the found of Ding Mahomed echoe 
from every part of the wood; this is the fuccefsful fhout of the 
Sep'ys and fignifies the faith of their Prophet. They were ai- 
Sgl the pfth, advancing at full pace ; the «oops of^ti™ 
part were flying, and met their fite; after which all rehftance ceaftd, 
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1758. anti Ramanaig breaking down the gate, let in his friends without. - 
September. T ^ ere remained three miles of the path to the town, but impeded 
with no more defences, nor were the thickets on either hand fo 
clofe. The troops were gathered, the Sepoys and Cotires who 
had kept hack came on, and all proceeded to the town, which 
they found abandoned. The reigning Rheddy, and all his people, 
had efcaped into the hills, excepting a few men who could not 
remove, having been blown-up with gunpowder intended to load 
a field-piece, which they were dragging to the wall in the pafs. 
The delay of Ramanaig’s party had been, caufed by the timidity of 
his guides, who, on fome fright, left them loon after they entered 
the wood, to find their way as they could. Of 70 Europeans 4 werer 
killed and 28 wounded in the attack ; Mahomed Iflbof was thot 
through the arm, but, binding' up his wound, conturned on the 
ground until all was over. A great number of fealing ladders were 
found at the Rheddy s houfe, which had been prepared, and were 
lying in leadinefs for theFrench to efcaladeTritchinopoly, when they 
fhould fee the opportunity. The natives, of this diffria have little 
refemblance with any others in the Carnatic; they have large bloated 
beads, pot bellies, and fimll limbs. The climate is very unhealthy 
to flr'angers, imputed to the nature of the water. The detachment 
continued-in the town a week ; and during this, fhort flay Captain 
Smith, all his officers, and moft of the other Europeans,’fell ill. 
"Three companies of Sepoys, with three good ferjeants, were left to 
protea the rein hated Rheddy; and the main body of the detachment 
returned to Trkehinopoly. 

Mr. Rally felt feverelv, although he did not acknowledge, the 
tlifgrace of his retreat from Tagore. It exafperated the natmal a & 
penty of Ins difpofitiop, and inflamed all his- prejudices amt animo- 
fities, which, continually exp relied in the keeneft farcafnis his re- 
t midant wit could fugged:, had rendered him odious to all ranks of 
men, to the natives as to the colony, to the %adron as to his own 
amiy, in winch lie feems to-'have .-allowed capacity with zea] to no. 
one; excepting the Count: d’Eftaigne. On .the other hand, no im¬ 
putations- were jpared by the wounded, or..their freindsy which; 
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could aggravate his mortifications; not even cowardice itfelf, although 
the fuppofition arofe only from the flun which he received in the 
onfet of the Tanjorine horfemen. Being naturally fufpicious, and 
equally inquifitive, he did not remain ignorant of thefe reports and 
opinions ; but for the prelent ftifled his refentment, in hopes of 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice, whom he fufpe&ed to 
be the firft in the government, from their adherence to Mr. Bully. 
Thefe reproaches, however, ftimulated his activity to enter imme¬ 
diately into aftion; and, on his arrival at Pondicherry, whilft ar¬ 
ranging with Mr* D’Ache, lie ordered Saubinet to march with the 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s, and were frefh 
men, and retake Trinomalee. But before we open this new cam¬ 
paign, it is necerffary to review the events of Mr. Bully in the De¬ 
can ; and continue the affairs ot Bengal to this period ; as each 
were at this time approaching to an immediate relation with the 
operations of both nations in the Carnatic. 

The force with which Mr. Bully marched from Rajahraundrum 
in the beginning of the year, to rejoin Salabadjing at Aurengabad, 
coulifted of 500 Europeans infantry and artillery, 200 Europeans 
mounted as Huflars and dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and 10 field-pieces. 
They ftruck direftly acrofs the country, palling through Elore, and 
proceeded in a high road, which had never before been marched by 
a body of European troops. The didance by the perambulator is 
nearly 400 miles ; which it is faid they accomplilhed in Z'l days.. 
On tlieir arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the weitern fide 
of tlie city, and in the midft of four armies: Nixamally’s from 
Bemr; the army of the Subahlhip.-of which.Nizamally had hkewile 
aflumed the command; of Baflankt Jung from Adorn; and the 
Morattoes, now commanded by Balagerow in peuon, who uu (.(. m.. 
as uM to take advantage of the confufions in the government, but 

Bad fufpended hoftilities. 

The- approach of’Mr. Bufly and his force, which was equal ut 
efficacy to any of the armies, fufpended all intrigues inattention to 
his condua. " He immediately viiited Salabadjing with much cere- 
thotiyi and treated him with every mark of refpeS auo alleguou., 
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the next day he went to Balagerow, who met him half-way in a 
tent pitched on purpofe, and then conduced him to his camp, 
where they had a long conference. Shanavaze Khan had already 
afkcd permiffion to exculpate himfelf in perfon ; but Mr. Buffy com- 
miiTioned Hyderjung his principal agent to receive his communica¬ 
tions, in order, if poffible, to difcover his real practices or intentions. 
The father of Hyderjung was governor of Mafulipatam when the 
French factory in that city was confifcated in 1750 by the orders of 
Nazirjing, of which he evaded the rigour ; and afterwards, when 
the city itfelf was furprized by the armament fent from Pondi¬ 
cherry by Mr. Dupleix, is fuppofed to have connived at their 
fuccefs. With thefe pretenlions, his foil came, and tendered 
his fervice to Mr. Buffy at Golcondah on his fir ft arrival there with 
Salabadjing from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftinguifhed himfelf; but ftill 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became 
the principal confident of Mr. Buffy, who, to give him weight 
and dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi. From this time, his retinue 
and houfehold were eftablifhed with fumptuoufnefs ; and he was 
allowed to keep a conflant court or durbar in order to extend his 
informations; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fufficient not 
only to defray his expences, but to eftablifh his fortune, were 
likewife conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Buffy: 
his penetration foon perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally 
timid, was frightened by the arrival of the French army; but that 
he had been the fecret fpring of all the mifchief, in which he 
had engaged from a perfuafion that the operations of the war de¬ 
clared between the two European nations would have confined Mr. 
Buffy to the protection of the ceded provinces until its conclufion; 
before which he had no doubt of eftablifhing his own arrangements 
in the government of the Decan, too firmly to be fhaken. But, 
as more danger in the prefent circumffances was to be apprehended 
from the more audacious character of Nizamally, who, befides the 
refpeCt which was paid to his birth, had acquired feme reputation 
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amongft the troops, Mr. Buffy refolved for the prefent to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in his hand as far as he would go, by which he 
would at leaft be more narrowly watched, if not prevented from 
fuggefting refources to Nizamally, and abetting them with his pub¬ 
lic influence, which, from his long lervices, and a perfuafion of 
his attachment to the family of Nizamalmulue, was conquerable. 
In conformity to this conduct, Mr. Bufly, by appointment, vifited Ni¬ 
zamally, but with a very ftrong efcort, which, when he entered the 
tent, was fo difpofed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on 
his perfon. The interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. Bufly 
advifed Nizamally to deliver back the great feal of the government to 
Salabadjing ; when Nizamally an fevered with much heat, “ that he 
with his brother Baflaulet Jung.had been obliged to take it iiom him 
by the clamours of his own troops, who having been long dilap- 
pointed of their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, could not 
have been reftramed from open revolt, if he and his brothei had not 
immediately furniftied a part of their arrears, and given their own 
obligations to pay the reft: it was therefore unjuft to deprive them of 
the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and ftill 
more, to difable them from providing for the diicharge of their fu¬ 
ture engagements, the failure of which would, from the lame caufe, 
expofe them to the very dangers which they had averted from 
- Salabadjing.’* The next day Salabadjing vifited Nizamally in his 
camp, and demanded the feal in form, but received the fame anlwer. 
Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally the day 
after fent for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publickly as the 
author of this advice ; the next day, which was the 14th of Febru¬ 
ary, as Baflaulet Jung was palling on his elephant near the pal**™ 
Salabadjing, a muiket in the croud went off, and the ball pal tec 
through the houfings on which he was fitting: the man was/im¬ 
mediately feized, and being queftioned, faid, he had been hired by 
Shanavaze Khan and Hyder Jung, with the prormfe of 5000 rupees, 
to fhoot Baflaulet Jung. The ftory was carried, with as much 1 * 
coherence as it was faffing in the city, to the camp of Nizamally 
who, pretending to believe the life of his brother m danger, 
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mounted his elephant, and advanced with what troops Were ready 
to the neareft gate; but after feveral meflages which a flu red him 
that Baflaulet Jung was fa ft; he returned in the evening. The 
day after Baflaulet Jung wept to the durbar of Salabadjing, {poke 
Handing, and with expreflions of unuiual djftefpeft Aung down 
the leal. It is fo rare in the manners pf ludoftan that.any mde- 
corum of words or gefture pafi’es amongft .equals, and Hill more 
from an inferior, that the officers prefent in the durbar formed 
fmifter conjectures of t’nefe animofities amongft the, brothers; 
and although the few, who realbn before they ’believe, im¬ 
puted the imilket-ba]l to chance, and the coufeflion of the man 
to lubornation, yet the troops even in Salabadjing’s camp were per¬ 
suaded that he liad been employed, if not by Shauaveze Khan, at 
leaft by Hvder Jung. Mr. Bully law the general odium to; which 
this prejudice, if not removed, would expofe hinflelf and all his 
nation ; and luggefted a means of reconciliation. The leal was 
lent back to Baflaulet Jung, but an officer, who was a dependant on 
Hyder Jung, was appointed to keep it in a fealed bag, and to be 
prelent whenever it was ufed. This compliment, fuch as it was, 
fatisfied the officers of Baflaulet Jung’s court, and appealed tile 
public ; and other advantages were gained by it; for Baflaulet Jung 
confenting, it placed him in fuch a relation with the admiuiftration 
of Salabadjing, that he was either likely to rellnquilh, or would not 
he able to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally. A few 
days after this reconciliation, Salabadjing lent a deputation of his 
principal officers to Nizamally, requeuing him to relinquilh the go¬ 
vernment of Berar, and to accept as a compenlation a monthly al¬ 
lowance of 20,000 rupees. Nizamally rejected the propolal with 
difdain, and publilhed it amongft the troops, who with equal indig¬ 
nation cried out, that £< Nazamally was a Ion of Nizamalmuluck as 
“ well as Salabadjing.” 7 his expreflion of their attachment pre¬ 
cluded the employment of force, and, as the only means left to reduce 
him to compliance, the principal officers of his army were tampered 
with, and feveral pf them were gained by promifes and money to 
give aflurances that they would not fupport hqn in aflerting the go- 
1 vernment 
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vcrnment of Berar againft the will of Soubah, provided he received 
fome other dignity which he might accept without dishonour; 
but by this time Nizamally himfelf was content to diflemble, 
and remain quiet, waiting for events. Such was the Date of affairs 
in the city and camps of Aurungabad towards the end of March, 
when the various agitations, which had hitherto kept every intereft 
in conftant vibration, began to fubfide ; and this temporary tran¬ 
quillity had been much wifhed for by Mr. Bufly, in order to ac- 
complifh another fcheme he had fome time been preparing. 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan’s 
conduit, whilft in pofleffion of fuch a refuge and refource as the 
fortrefs of Doltabad ; but no offers were likely to induce him to re- 
linquifh it, for Balagerow had in vain attempted to purchafe it from 
him : and the direct propofal from Mr. Bufly to Shanavaze Khan 
himfelf, would reveal the lecret, and defeat the intention. Mr. Bufly 
therefore employed Hyder Jong to treat with the governor of the 
fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overtures, at length con- 
fented to betray his trull on the receipt of a turn of money in hand, 
and the promife of a more profitable employment: but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, dictated the manner. A day or two be¬ 
fore the execution of the fcheme, Mr. Bufly, as if having leifure to 
take fome amufement, fent his compliments to the governor, re- 
queftinghis permiflion to pafs an hour in the upper fort, from which 
the profpedt is extenfive and magnificent: and the governor invited 
him to dinner. Mr. Bufly arrived, eicorted by 300 Europeans, who 
were admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under 
pretence of refpeft, fent down all the garrifon of the upper, ex¬ 
cepting fifty men, with whom he remained himfelf above to receive 
theguefts. Mr. Bufly went up accompanied by forty men, many of 
whom were officers. The dinner was ferved in the hall of the 
killidar’s houfe, and when ready, Mr. Bufly, with the officers, went 
into the hall, and his bodyguard remained at the door: but the killidar, 
as if from politenefs, admitted none of his own officers or foldiers, and 
from the menial fervants who waited, little refiftance was to be appre¬ 
hended. On the invitation to fit down, Mr. Bufly told the killidar, that 
Vo l. II. Y y he 
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he could not partake of his hofpitality, being obliged by the neceffity 
of his affairs, to make him a prifoner, and take pofleflion of the 
fort; but that no violence was intended againft his perfon, pro¬ 
vided neither he nor his garrifon attempted any refiftance. The 
killidar, as if furprized, furrendered his poignard; he was then 
condu&ed into the area, and iignified his condition and the rifque to 
his foldiers, who in deference to his danger gave up their arms. On 
the fignal, the French troops below got under arms ; by which 
time meflengers fent by the killidar came down and informed the 
garrifon there of what had happened above; and fuch was the 
military reputation of the French troops drawn up before them, that 
the few, whofe indignation exhorted their comrades to revenge their 
lord and defend themfelves, found fewer to fecond their refiftance. 
Neverthelefs, feme Ikirmilhing enfued, but fubfided on the death 
of two or three of thefe leaders ; immediately after which, the gar- 
rifons were turned out of both the forts ; and the defences of the 
town below were too weak to require heed. 

No reconciliation, and every mifehief, was to be expe&ed from 
Shanavaze Khan after this provocation, and Mr. Bufly had taken 
meafures to prevent the efrefts of his revenge : a party of Sala- 
badjing’s troops fur rounded his tent in the camp in the very hour 
that the governor of Doltabad was arrefted; and as the connexion 
between him and Mahomed Huffein the king’s Duan had lately 
grown into ftri£t intimacy, another detachment at the fame time 
fecured his perfon likewife ; they were both made priioners before 
they knew why, or the lofs of Doltabad. The news excited uni- 
verfal aftonifhment, and terrified even thofe in whom it railed the 
moft refentment: for Nizamally recovering from his firft emotions 
pretended that the pofleflion of Doltabad was a matter in which his 
interefts were not concerned. 

Balagerow was halting about 50 miles from the city, towards his 
own country, and immediately returned and encamped again near 
the army of Salabadjing ; not with any intentions of hoftility, but 
with the hopes of obtaining the fort of Doltabad from Mr. Bufly; 
with whom, after feveral complimentaiy meflages, he had an inter- 
1 view; 
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view; “ What advantage, he faid, can you Europeans derive from 
“ the pofleffion of this poft, fituated in the center of Iudoftan ? If 
“ you hold it with your own troops, it will only ferve to weaken your 
“ army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurangabad. If 
“ you leave it to the care of Salabadjing’s, his enemies, who are yours, 
** will find means to get it, as Shanavaze Khan lately did. Would it 
<c not be better to give it me ? If I obtain it by your means, you have 
“ too much experience of my character to doubt of my gratitude ; 
“ and the confufions which reign in the court of Salabadjing, the fitu- 
M ation of your northern provinces, and the war in which you are 
“ engaged with the Englifh in the Carnatic, may foon give me op- 
“ port unities of rendering important fervices to your nation.” Mr. 
Bufly replied; that his principal motive for taking pofleffion of Dol- 
tabad had been to fecure a certain refuge tor the perfonal fafety of 
Salabadjing againft all the accidents of war, and all the convulfions of 
his government. Balagerow, although difappointed, manifefted no 
umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting from events fome 
better opportunity of renewing his plea. 

Many had conjectured the motives of his return, and the enemies 
of Salabadjing expeCted an immediate rapture between them ; and 
Nizamally, encouraged by this hope, fclicited his alliance, promifing 
to give him Doltabad if ever in his power. But Balagerow gave no 
encouragement to his propofals ; on which, he with much hypocrify 
pretended to be at length convinced of the mifdemeanors of his late 
conduft, and affured Salabadjing and Mr. Bufly that he fliould chear- 
fully accept and abide by their determination of his fortune. His 
profeffions, although doubted, were accepted; becaule the feduftion 
of fome of his connexions, and the imprifonment of the moft dan¬ 
gerous, had greatly weakened his means of mifehief; but, not to 
flicck by too fudden an humiliation the public relpeCt to his birth, 
it was agreed to give him the government of Hvdrabad, which, al¬ 
though much abridged of its ancient domain, ftill remained a very 
confiderable province of the- Decan. Nizamally affeCting to be per¬ 
fectly fatisfied with the lot, vifited Salabadjing, received the in- 
veftiture in public, and made oftentatious preparations to proceed to 
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the capital of his government. The day of his departure was fixed 
for the 11 th of May ; and Salabadjing, having no fufpicion that he 
had any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which hands feme where 
about 20 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning of Nizamally’s departure, he held a public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave from the principal officers 
of the government : amongfl them went Hyder Jung, whom he re¬ 
ceived with marked diflinCtion: and, when he difmifled the aflembly, 
beckoned him, with feveral of his own officers, to follow to an in¬ 
ward tent, where they again fat down, and difeourfed a while with 
much feeming confidence on public affairs, until Nizamally role fud- 
denly, as if urged by fbme fudden neceffity; but made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder Jung not to move, fignifying that he fhould 
return immediately, and in the inflant difappeared behind a curtain 
which opened to other apartments. Hyder Jung, notwithffanding 
the injunction, was rifing to make his obeifance; when two officers, 
who were fitting one on each hand of him, prefled him down by 
the fhoulders, and a domeflic, who flood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger into his heart: the flruggle was heard, but it was fbme time 
before the attendants of Hyder Jung were app riled of his death; for 
no fervants are admitted within the centnes who guard the tent 
of audience, and the greatefl part of the retinue remain at a flill 
greater diflance, in the place where their mailer has alighted. Letters 
all of the fame tenor-to Salabadjing, Balajerow, Baflaulet Jung, and 
even to Mr. Bufly, had been prepared previous to the aflaflination, 
deferibing it as the unfortunate confequence of high words and 
affront, which had rifen between Hyder Jung and fbme officers 
in the durbar, after Nizamally had retired : the letter to Mr. Bufly 
brought the firfl intelligence which he received of the event, and was 
interpreted to him by Zulfacar Khan, the very brother of Hyder 
Jung. The general was immediately beaten, and in a few minutes, the 
whole French army were in battle, array, with Air. Bufly at their 
head,, mounted on his elephant, uncertain what to expect, and furmif- 
ing a combination againfl himfelf of all the powers by which lie was 

fur- 
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fur rounded; but Jaffier Ally Khan, who at this time had the principal 
command in Salabadjing’s army, immediately fent him afluranees of 
his attachment, and loon after came up with a large body of troops, 
who rang'ed with the French, and others were following: the firfl 
care was to fend a detachment to ftrengthen the efcort of Sala- 
badjing, and protefl his return from his father’s tomb : Mr. Bufly 
had no doubt that Shanavaze Khan and the emperor’s Duan Ma¬ 
homed Huflein had. abetted, if not advifed, the aflafimation of Hyder 
Jung : their confinement had hitherto been gentle, having only 
centinels round the enclofures of their tents, in which they refided 
with their families ; but Mr. Bufly now fuppofed, that they would 
endeavour to efcape to, or might be refcued by, Nizamally ; to pre¬ 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againfl the aflaffination of his 
own perfon, he fent a ftrong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine them in the fortrefs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reftored. The detachment eonfifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refufed them admiffion, which they immediately at¬ 
tempted by violence, and were refilled with great refblution, ani¬ 
mated by the principals, who fuppofing their deaths determined, 
joined and encouraged their adherents; after which no quarter was 
given ; neither did the confli£t ceafe, until Shanavaze Khan with 
one of his Ions, Mahomed Huflein, and moft of thole who defended 
them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening doled, an officer 
deputed by Balajerow came to Mr. Bufly, with afluranees of his de-- 
reflation, of the murder of Hyder Jung. 

Nizamally had been waiting in the utmoflr agitation the con-i- 
fequences of his deed, and feems to have expected a very different 
refult; for the news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Mahomed Huflein’s 
death was obferved to ftrike him with drfmay. At midnight he 
quitted the camp, accompanied by the choice of his cavalry; and 
fled with the utmofl fpeed and perleverance that their horfes could 
endure to gain Brampour, which is one hundred and fifty miles N-. 
of Aurungabad. It is laid they reached it in 26 hours, which is 
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impoffible, Refpect to Salabadjing had withheld Mr, Bufiy from at¬ 
tacking Nizamally in his camp, which his force would have eafily 
beaten up and difperfed. 

The next day Salabadjing returned, and immediately held a general 
council of his principal officers, at which Mr. Bufly was likewifc 
prefent: after many opinions all infenfbly joined in the neceffity of 
punilhing Nizamally; and this led to a general refolution of march¬ 
ing directly with the whole army to Brampour. Mr. Bufly, who 
knew the characters and connexions of thole who compofed the 
council, fufpedted the fincerhy of leveral in this advice, foreleeing 
that nothing would render him more unpopular in the Decan than 
the imputation of engaging the Soubah in a war with his brother, 
to avenge an offence more particularly committed againft him (elf: 
he had, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi¬ 
cherry that Mr. Daily was daily expected to arrive there, whole 
orders might not be conlonant to the difficulties or importance of 
his own {ituation: he therefore endeavoured to revoke the refolution; 
but Salabadjing himfelf infilled, and relied the neceffity on the af¬ 
ter tion of his own authority. The whole army was in motion the 
next morning, and advanced with diligence for three days towards 
Brampour, during which Mr. Bufly convinced Salabadjing, naturally 
averle to endeavour, of the inutility of the purfuit, lince it was evi¬ 
dent that Nizamally with the infufficient force he commanded would 
be continually removing out of his reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march back, thinking that they were returning to 
Aurangabad ; but it was the intention of Mr. Bufly to lead them 
by degrees to Golcondah ; and in this view he fuggefted the expe¬ 
diency of moving towards the frontiers of Berar, in order to fup- 
prefs any commotions which might be attempted in that province 
by the adherents of Nizamally. The army thus proceeded to the 
foutb, leaving the city of Aurangabad at a dillance to the well; but, 
halting continually to fupport the regulations of the government, 
advanced lb llowly, that they did not reach the banks of the Gunga, 
which pafleth about midway between Golcondah and Aurangabad, 
until the i ith of June, in which interval Mr. Conflans arrived with 
. . <; his 
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his commiftion to a& as fecond in the command of the French army, 1758. 
and brought a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Bufly, dated the 1 oth of 
May, which announced, although it did not order, his recall. The j une , 
palfage of the Gunga would decide the continuance of the march to 
Golcondah, of which the army ftill remained uncertain ; but by this 
time Mr. Bufly had gained the concurrence of Baflaulet Jung by pro- 
mifing him the goverment of Hydrabad, which had been intended 
for his brother Nizamally, together with the office of Duan to the 
foubahfhip : his approbation lilenced the difcontent of many others, 
and the army fhewed no averlion to go on : and as it was daily ex¬ 
pected that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Bufly making ufe of 
this pretence, arranged, that the tents, family, and domeftic re¬ 
tinue of Salabadjing, ihould pals the firft, and then immediately fol¬ 
lowed himfelf with the whole body of the French troops, in the 
midfl: of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched. 

Having thus fecured pofleflion of this important pledge, he gave out 

his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of not advancing 

any farther towards Golcondah, before he was joined by the troops 

he had left to garrifon the fortrefs of Doltabad ; they were 150 

Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, to whom Mr. Bufly, on his return from 

the purfuk of Nizamally, had fent orders to come away, leaving 

the fortrefs to an officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him 

where he now was, on the Gunga; his dread of fome evil chance 

befalling them, if left far behind, was the caufe of this precaution ; 

they were already on the way, marching expeditioufly, and a few 

days after arrived fafe at the camp; which then moved forward, and. 

the whole palled the river juft before the rains fet in, which, asufual, 

fell and continued with great violence, and rendered the tranfportof 

the artillery fo difficult, that the army did not arrive at Hydrabad until 

the 15th of July; on which day Mr. Bufly received a letter written y-j } , 

by Mr. Lally on the 13th of June, ordering him to repair to 

Pondicherry without delay, with all the troops which could be Ipared 

from the defence of Mafulipatam and the northern provinces, and to 

take up Mr. Moracin in the way, who had received the fame orders. 

In. this letter no refped was preserved to the convenience or incli¬ 
nation. 
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nation of Salabadjing, whole connexions in the prefent conjuncture 
Mr. Lully confidered as a chimera of no effect, and who was thus 
deprived, even without apology, of the only fupport in his govern¬ 
ment, on which he had been aceuHomed to rely with confidence. 
He took leave of Mr. Bully with the utmoft defpondency, called 
him the guardian angel of his life and fortune, and foreboded the 
unhappy fate to which he fhould be expofed by his departure. Mr. 
Bully a fill red him, that he Ihould loon return; and fuch was his 
wilh and expectation ; for although he knew the prejudices which 
Mr. Lally entertained againft himfelf, his conduCt, and the whole 
connexion of the Trench nation with the Subah of the Decan ; he 
imagined, that his reprefentations in perfonal conference would con¬ 
vince Mr. Lally, that this alliance, and the afliftances which might 
be derived from it, would be the fureft means of acquiring and main¬ 
taining the fnperiority of the French nation over the Englilh on the 
coaft of Coromandel. The whole French army, for none were left 
with Salabadjing, marched from Au run gab ad on the 18 th of July, the 
third day after they arrived there. On the third of Auguft they 
reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Kriftna, about 20 miles from 
Mafulipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. Here Mr. Bully 
delivered over the command of the army and the government of all 
the ceded provinces to Mr. Con flans, taking with him 250 of the 
bell: of the Europeans, of which 100 were cavalry, and 500 Sepoys. 
They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where they arrived on 
the 4th of September, and were received by Nazeabullah as friends 
and allies. We lhall now proceed to the affairs of Bengal. 

COLONEL CLIVE on the day he arrived atMuxadavad from 
Patna, which was the 15th of May, received advices from the coaft 
of Coromandel of the arrival of the French fquadron, and of the 
engagement between them and the Englilh on the 29th of April. 
The confufion with which the city of Muxadavad was at this time 
agitated by the conduct of Meerum, required that the ftiperiority 
which the French were acquiring on Ihore fhould not be publickly 
known, and to counteract foeh opinion, Clive Ipread the news he 
2 received 
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received, as a complete naval victory; two of the French Ihips 
funk in the fight, inftead of one branded afterwards by a mifchance ; 
the reft put to flight, with no likelyhood of being able to land the 
troops which they had brought for Pondicherry. 

The Nabob had tranfmitted to his fon Meerum his own vexation 
at the attention which Clive had fhewn to the prefervation of Roy- 
doolub, by taking him with him to Muxadavad, when the campaign 
broke up at Bar. Meerum had not been able to fupprefs fome ex- 
preffions of indignation, which were reported to Conjebeharry, the 
brother of Roydoolub, who afted in the city as his deputy in the 
office of duan : the brother, too felicitous for Roydoolub’s fafety, and 
his own, had tampered with a confiderable Jemautdar in the Nabob’s 
fervice, who gave his oath to aft, whenever danger fhould require, in 
defence of Roydoolub’s houfe. Meerum obtained knowledge of this 
agreement juft as Clive and Roydoolub were approaching the city, 
which he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear, and 
went to Mootagil, one of the palaces in the neighbourhood, 
where he iummoned all the troops and artillery of the government, 
giving out that he intended to march away to his father, who had 
not yet palled the ftreight of Tacriagully. The more obfeure the 
caufe, the greater was the terror raifed by this abrupt refolution. 
The markets were deferted, the {hops were fhut, the bankers, even 
the Scats, would do no bulinefs, and many principal families pre¬ 
pared to fend away their effefts. The city had been for two days in 
this trepidation, when Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that 
Meerum affefted to fufpeft even him of joining with Roydoolub in 
evil intentions againft his life. He immediately wrote to the 
Nabob, complaining of Meerum in the fliarpeft terms, and find, that 
he would no longer remain in Bengal, facrificing zeal to diftruft ; 
he, however, fagacioufly refrained from making any mention in this 
letter of the late news from Coromandel, foreleeing, that it would 
make a ftronger impreffion on the Nabob’s mind, when received, 
magnified as it would come with advantageous circumftances by the 
report of others. The Nabob anfwered with much contrition ; but 
before his letter arrived, Meerum had been convinced by Mr. Serafton, 
Vol. II. z z who 
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who was intimate with him, of the meannefs of his fufpiclons, and 
of the rafhnefs of his conduct, and had afked pardon of Clive in 
the moft fubmiffive terms. Neverthelefs, the news of his agitations 
had induced the Nabob to defift from his huntings, and his intention 
of paffing the remainder of the Mahomedan lent at a famous durgar, 
or tomb near Rajahmahal. He arrived in the city on the 30th of 
May; but Clive, little felicitous of an interview with him, had 
gone away on the 24th to Calcutta. Two thoufand of the Englifh 
Sepoys were fent thither, and the reft, with all the Europeans, re¬ 
mained at Coffimbuzar. 

On the 20th of June arrived the Hardwicfce, one of the company’s 
lhips from England, with the arrangements that had been made in 
confequence of the news of the lofs of Calcutta. The firft advices 
of this event were received in London in the month of Auguft of the 
preceding year, when the company appointed a temporary committee 
of five perfons (in which Clive was to prefide) to manage their affairs 
in Bengal; but in November they refolved to difmifs Mr. Drake 
from the government, and nominated a council of ten, in which 
the four fenior members were to prefide alternately, each for three 
months : in this fucceffion of the four Mr. Watts flood the firft; 
the others were Mr. Manningham, Mr. Beecher, and Mr. Hoi well* 
who was not yet returned from England. The firft refolution of 
Auguft had been fent in another fhip, which although difpatched be¬ 
fore was not yet arrived; fo that the firft intelligence of it came in the 
Hardwicke, with that of November. The novelty of this refolution 
fubjeaed it to the imputation of abfurdity: it was faid that the powers 
of the country, accuftomed to treat with one chief, would regard 
the alternate prefidents of Calcutta with mockery inftead of refpea; 
but another caufe operated on opinions more ftrongly. Colonel 
Clive had felt and exprefled refentment at the neglea of himfelf in 
the company’s orders, for no ftation was marked for him in the new 
eftablifhment: much money remained due on the claims of the 
treaties ; the Nabob might prove refraaoiy if Clive fhould depart; 
and all concurred in thinking he would beft defend what he had 
* won ? ca fe the French fhould make any attempt in the province. 
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The three leading members of the council were more impreffed 
than any with thefe apprehenfions, and propofed to the reft that 
Clive fliould be requefted to accept of the government under the 
ufual modes ; the. vote was unanimous, and die tender was made 
and accepted on the 26th of June. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort St. David had arrived on the 20th, 
and left no doubt of Mr. JLally’s intention of befteging Madrafs as 
foon as the Englifh fquadron fhould be obliged by the monfoon to 
quit the coaft in October, unlefs he flioiuld prefer to detach a*part 
of his force to Bengal. 

On the 4th of July, letters were received from Anunderauze- 
Gauzepetty, who had lucceeded the Rajah Vizeramrauze, in his 
power and territory in the provinces of Rajahmundrum and Chi- 
cacole. Anunderauze, diffatisfied with the arrangements made bv Mr. 
Bufly on the death of his predecefl'or, had waited an opportunity to 
take his revenge ; which occurred foon after Mr. Bully’s departure, 
by the embarraffments in which he was involved at Aurengabad by 
the animofity of Nizamally, and the orders of Mr. Rally for his re¬ 
turn into the Carnatic. Anunderauze, on this intelligence, marched 
from his refidfnce of Vizianagarum, and retook Vizagapatam from the 
French garrifon, of which he fent advices, offering to furrender the 
place, to the Presidency of Madrafs; arid requefting them to lend 
a large detachment, which lie intended to join with his own 
forces, and take the four provinces, which the French had ob¬ 
tained from the Sub ah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops 
could be fpared from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofais 
to the prefidency of Bengal, where the project leemed delufive or 
chimerical to all but Clive. However, nothing could be determined 
before the month of September, when fhips might quit the river, 
and the intentions of Mr. Lally would probably be afcertained. 

The real ftate of the Englifh affairs in the Carnatic could be no 
longer concealed in Bengal, and required more complacency than 
the government of Calcutta had hitherto fliewn to the inclinations 
of Meer Jaffier, who regarded -the encreafe of their diftrefles with 
lecret joy as the redemption of his own liberty. He would imme¬ 
diately have gratified his favourite vengeance againft Roydoolub, if 

Z z 2 the 


35 6 

1758* 



The War of Bengal* Book IX. 

the difcontent of his troops for want of pay had not rendered it 
dangerous to give them fuch a pretence of tumult, before they were 
fatisfied. In other points of the government he was obferved to 
afl'ume a fterner air of authority, and told one of his favorites, who 
betrayed the converfation, that if a French force fhould come into 
the province he would affift them, unlefs the Englifh releafed him 
from all their claims of money, territory, and exemptions. 

Clive had expected this change in the Nabob’s conduit, becaufe 
he ktiew it to be none in his mind ; and, in order to prevent him, 
at leaf! for a while, froin committing any excefles in his capital, as 
well as to exhibit the appearance of union and cordiality to the 
public, the prefidency invited him, as on a vifit of pjeafure, and 
as a compliment to Clive on his acceptance of the government, to 
pafs fome days at Calcutta. Mr. Watts was deputed to give the 
invitation. The Nabob faw the drift, and hefitated, but at length 
confented as foon as his boats fhould come from Dacca. They are 
a magnificent fleet kept at a great expence for pomp and amufement, 
and the Nabob, with his family and women, every year pafs a 
month in them at this feafon, when the Coflimbuzar river is liigheft. 
They come from Dacca, decked and adorned, and return thither as 
fbon as the feffival is over, to remain ufelefs until wanted for the 
fame occafion in the next year. 

Scrafton, after Clive left Muxadavad, had attended to the prefer- 
vation of Roydoolub in his office; but the Englifh rhemfelves had 
unwittingly planted an engine, which was unfufpe&edly under¬ 
mining all his protections. Nuncomar had accompanied the army 
to Patna, and as a Gentoo very converfant in the revenues, was 
employed with confidence by Roydoolub. When the payment of 
the tunoaws given hy^the Nabob at Rajamahal began to fail, he ex¬ 
pounded to Colonel Clive the fallacy of the excufes, and profered, 
if he were impowered to a£t as the agent of the Englifh, fupported 
by the authority of the Nabob’s government, to find fummary means 
of recovering the amount, or of fubffitutmg equivalent payments. 
Colonel Clive not forefeeing the end, employed him as he had pro- 
pcfed, and without the repugnance of Roydoolub. Nuncomar, as 
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his firR meafure, threatened the Rajah of Nuddeah with imprifon- 
ment, who, frightened, fled to Calcutta, preferring to trufl Mmfelf 
to the clemency of the Englilh. This exercife of authority, neither 
difavowed nor difapproved, immediately placed Nuncomar in that 
confpicuous Ration of terror, which is the object of ambition in 
India, as the certain means of wealth : but knowing that the prac¬ 
tices by which he was to make his fortune could not efcape the fa- 
gacity and experience of Roydoolub, he now became as apprehend ve 
of his controul, as he had hitherto been felicitous of his favour, and 
caR about to fecond the Nabob’s intention of removing him from 
the duanny. Scrafton fufpetted the views of Nuncomar, which 
deterred him from conferring either with the Nabob or his fon, but 
he held nightly meetings with the emiflary in whom they moft con¬ 
fided, and reprefented that the English would no longer interfere in 
any arrangements, which the Nabob might think proper to make in 
his government, provided they received the balances of the treaty 
monies, which he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments 
were at this juncture the more welcome, becaufe Roydoolub con¬ 
tinued to evade the furnifhing of money for the demands of the 
army, whole impatience had obliged the Nabob to difburfe a part 
of his gold, which was, as ufual, treafured up againR extremity. 
The fcheme would not have been void of rifque, if Nuncomar and 
others had not eRranged the powerful horde of the Seats from the 
interefis of Roydoolub, by reprefentations, that they would be called 
on for money to fupply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydoolub con¬ 
tinued to delay the fupplies from the revenues. On the 24th Rajah - 
bullub, formerly mentioned in the reign of Allaverdy, as father of 
Kiflendafs, and duan to Nowagis Mahomed, who had held in appa¬ 
nage the government of the province of Dacca, was appointed duan to 
Meerum, and on the 26th Roydoolub was ordered to deliver over to 
Rajahbullub the accounts and firperin tendance of that province, Roy¬ 
doolub law the whole extent of his danger unexpectedly and at once, 
and immediately requeued leave to retire with his family and effects 
to Calcutta. The Nabob contented, but Meerum refilled, until he had 
furnilhed a film fiilficient to fatisfy the troops. Matters were in this 
1 Rate, 


The War ov Bengal. Book IX. 

ft ate, when Mr. Watts arrived on the 4th of Auguft, with the in¬ 
vitation of the council to the Nabob, who, dehrous of appearing 
unconcerned in what was to follow, confented to proceed with him 
to Calcutta. The boats, which were now arrived from Dacca, were 
ordered to proceed and wait at Augadeep, where the Nabob in¬ 
tended to join them, after he had taken the diverfion of hunting in 
the illand of Coftimbuzar, which in the middle is covered with 
jungles, the repair of many deer and tigers ; but this amufefnent 
was only a pretext to remain within call of the city, which he left 
on the 6th accompanied by Mr. Watts. Two days after his depar¬ 
ture his fon Meerum ordered a body of troops, who were clamouring 
for their pay, to go and demand it of Roydoolub. They furrounded 
and befet the enclofures of his houfe, which were fpacious ; and 
Roydoolub had gathered a conliderable number of, his own troops, 
amongft whom were fome European deferters. Mr. Serafton arrived 
at Roydoolub’s houfe before any blood was filed, and prevailed on 
both tides to remain quiet, until he could inform Mr. Watts, who was 
then halting with the Nabob at Moncarrah, 14 miles to the fouth 
of the city. The Nabob pretended to know nothing of what was 
palling, and authorifed Mr. Watts to bring away Roydoolub. He 
arrived in the city juft in time to fave his life ; for Meerum, appre- 
hentive of prevention, had ordered the troops to feize his' perfon at 
any rifque ■ and Roydoolub had prepared a dofe of poilon to prevent 
the indignity. Mr. Watts and Mr. Serafton immediately- put him, 
with a few attendants, into his boats, and accompanied him with 
a party of Sepoys in others : they arrived at Calcutta before the 
Nabob, who waited at Hughley until Clive and moft of the council 
paid their refpefts to him there. He then proceeded with them to 
Calcutta, where he was entertained for feveral days with pomp and 
feftivity. He fet out on his return to Muxadavad on the 21 ft of 
Auguft, and arrived there* on the firft of September. During his 
abfence, Meerum had continued guards over the houfe of Roydoolub 
and of his three brothers, all of whom had employments in the re¬ 
venue. Mr. Haftings, who had fucceeded Mr. Serafton as the agent 
of the prefidency at the city, was afraid of giving offence to the 
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Nabob, if lie fhould employ the Englifh troops at Coffimbuzar to 
protect them, and was equally unwilling to advife Roydoolub’s family 
to remove without this aid, left the women fhould be Hopped, and 
the infult produce a fray between their retinues, and the troops by 
which they were befet; but the repeated requefls of Clive at length 
prevailed on the Nabob to permit their departure, and they fet out 
for Calcutta on the i zth, efcorted by a guard of Englifh loldiers. 
The next night but one the city was alarmed by a new tumult. 

On the 4th of September in this year, began the Moharram, or 
firfl month of the Mahomedan year, of which the firfl ten days are 
efpecially confecrated to devotion. The palaces of the Nabob and his 
fon Meerum Hood on the weflern bank of the Coffimbuzar river, but 
at fome diflance from each other. On the night of the 13th of Sep¬ 
tember, which was the 9th of the Moharram, the Nabob went to 
his Ion’s in a boat, and obferved the ihore crouded with a much 
greater number of people than ulual. Returning in his palankin, he 
Hopped to pay his devotions at the principal mofque of the city, and 
had previoufly ordered his general, Coja Hadde, to flation a fuffi- 
cieilt number of troops to keep oft the populace ; but, on entering 
the enclofure of the mofque, found it filled and furrounded by fepoys, 
amongH whom were feveral jemautdars belonging to Coja Haddee, 
who, inflead of the ufual refpect, kept their feats within, whilH 
their foldiery thronged tumultuoufly about the Nabob, and prevented 
his pafiage. He,, neverthelefs, fufpe&ing no danger, was endeavour¬ 
ing to get through them, until one of the fpies, who, as ufual, at¬ 
tended his perfon, returned out of the croud, and told him, that 
Coja Haddee had armed all his own troops with fome bad intention ; 
on which the Nabob waited until all his own retinue had gathered 
about him, and in the mean time many more were coming from the 
palaces. The Jemautdars of Coja Haddee then, rofe and . went away 
haftily, and their foldiers likewife difperfed. 

The next morning a Jemautdar of another divifion of the army 
informed the Nabob that Coja Haddee had armed his foldiery, and 
aflembled them at the pavilion, with the intention of killing him in 
the tumult of a fray, which, in the night, might appear accidental, 
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between them and the Nabob’s guard: prefently after, another offi¬ 
cer, who had fervetl in the divifion of troops commanded by Roydoo- 
lub, came in, and faid that Roydoolub had lent a bill of exchange 
from Calcutta for two lacks of rupees, which was to be paid by Meer 
Alice, one of his dependants, to Coja Haddee, who was to diftribute 
this money amongft the troops, to induce them to rife under pretence 
of demanding their arrears, when they were to fur round and cut off 
the Nabob. The Nabob, without farther examination, difmifled 
Coja Haddee from his fervice, with orders to leave the city, and ap¬ 
pointed Mahmdee Cawn, a Pitan, to the poft of Buxey, or captain 
general of his forces. 

In this manner was the ftorv related on the fecond day after the 
tumult at the pavilion by the Nabob himfelf to Mr. Haitings ; and 
the very day after it happened. Rajah Binderhund, one of Roydoo¬ 
lub’s brothers, in a private conference on this fubjedt, told Mr. 
Haftings, that the troops then afiembled were at his devotion. This 
fuggeftion induced Mr. Haftings to believe the accufation againft 
Roydoolub; but Colonel Clive fufpefted, and ordered ftrifter enquiry. 
In the mean time, the Nabob had informed Mr. Haftings, that he 
had got pofleffion of a letter written by Roydoolub to Coja Haddee, 
In which Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton were mentioned as having 
confented to their project of destroying him ; but he refufed to give 
a copy of the letter until he faw Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton. Mr. 
Haftings reprefented the implication and indignity of their coming to 
be confronted with fuch an accufation; on which the Nabob re- 
quefted him to write, and fent one of his own officers to Calcutta, 
to requeft that they might be fent, in order to fettle a new fcheme 
he had projected for difeharging the monies for which he had given 
tuncaws on the provinces. Before this he had paid the arrears 
due to the troops under the immediate command of Coja Haddee, 
which were 1200 horfe, and had obliged them to quit the province 
in different bands by different routs ; but Coja Haddee himfelf was 
futfered to remain in the city until the 1 ith of October, when he was 
permitted to depart, accompanied by 30 horfemen, and with afliir- 
ances that he fhould receive no injury, provided he raifed no dif- 
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turbance. A few days after, the Nabob was informed that Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Scrafton were not likely to come to him, on which he de¬ 
livered a copy of the letter imputed to Roydoolub; and, although he 
had before faid it had been intercepted, he now confefled that 
his Ion Meerum had obtained it from Coja Haddee, on a promile of 
reconciliation. The letter “ exhorts Coja Haddee to carry the affair 
“ in which he is engaged into immediate execution. Roydoolub will 
“ be with him in time ; has written to Meer AUi to fupply the ex- 
“ pences; has half engaged Seid Coffim Ally Khan, and leaves it to 
“ the diforetion of Coja Haddee to bring him over entirely; will 
“ afluredly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
“ Coja Haddee; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by the 
“ means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the dif- 
** charge of the tuncaws, and the arrears of the Nabob’s army upon 
“ himfelf.” The caution of Roydoolub during the confederacy again ft 
Surajah Dowlah, in which he never ventured to write, or even to 
fend a meffage, rendered it fcareely probable that he fhould thus 
throw himfelf into the power of Coja Haddee, on pretences he knew 
to be fictitious; and it was ftill more abfurd to fuppofe, that, living- 
in Calcutta without means of efcape, he fhould dare fo heinous a fal- 
lity againft Clive, whofe feverity he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpeCted his protection. Clive regarded the letter as a for¬ 
gery of the Nabob’s and his foil in order to exafperate him againft 
Roydoolub, whom, if he fhould not punilh more feverely, they ex¬ 
pected at leaft he would turn out of Calcutta, when they might plun¬ 
der him, without eontroul, of his wealth, as the ranibm of his life. 
But on the other hand it appeared ftrange that they fhould produce 
a letter, which, if not true, might he eafily difproved by a ftriCt ex¬ 
amination of Coja Haddee on the whole feries of his connexion with 
Roydoolub. Their permiffion of Coja Haddee’s departure was already a 
ftrong indication of their apprelienfion of this teft, and a few days after 
came news, that he and feveral of his followers had been killed in a 
fray with the troops ftationed at Rajahmahal, under the command of 
paud Khan, who was the Nabob’s brother. His head was brought 
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to Muxad'avad and viewed with much complacence by the Nabob 
and his foil. Still it remained to examine Seid Coffim Ally Khan,, 
and Meer Alii; but at this time the forces of the Englifh prefi- 
dency were fo much dimimflied by an armament fent out of the 
river to the province of Chicacole, that it became neceflary not to 
provoke the Nabob, by probing the ignominy of his conduct; of 
which Clive had acquired a fufficient proof, by a letter written in 
his own hand to Nuncomar at Hughley, offering him a title and 
jaghire, if he would bring the affair of Roydoolub’s letter to a good 
end: it was therefore deemed imprudent to inflift the reproach he 
deferved; but Clive told him, that if he gave ear to fuch tales, 
there would be an end-to all confidence between him and theEnglifh 
nation. 

Farther letters had been received iji Auguft, from the Rajah Anun- 
derauze ; and other advices, which were not very correct, gave fome ac¬ 
count of the difcords between Mr. Bufly and Nizamally at Aurenga- 
bad. Anunderauze repeated more earnefUy, and with greater confi¬ 
dence, his requeft of a body of troops to drive the French out of the 
ceded provinces, and now propofed, as equally feafible, the reduction 
of Mafulipatam.. Letters of the fame purport came at the fame time 
from Mr.Briftol jwho had been the agent atCutteck, and had proceeded 
from thence to Ingeram ; had vifited Anunderauze on the way, and 
was received by him with much good-will. A few days after arrived 
advices from the prefldency at Madrafs of the lecond engagement 
between the fquadrons on the 3d of Auguft, with their opinion, that 
the French fhips 'were fb much difabled that they mull return to their 
iflands to refit before they ventured another; that the French army was- 
before Tanjore, and that Mr. Bufly was on his march from Hyder¬ 
abad to Mafulipatam, from whence he was to join Mr. Lally with 
the greateft part of the force under his command: that this meafure 
indicated Mr. Lally’s intention of exerting his whole ftrength in the 
Carnatic, and left no apprehenfious of his making any attempt 
againft Bengal; for which reafon they expefted the prefi dency in this 
province would immediately fend a confiderable part of their force to 
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enable Madrafs to ftand the brunt of the arduous conflict which muft 
foon enftie. 

No one doubted that Madrafs would be befieged as foon as the 
Mon foon had fent the lquadrons off the coaft, if reinforcements fhould 
not arrive before; but Clive did not entertain the furmife that it 
could be taken whilft it had provilions; and as troops were known 
to be in the way from England, if the Ihips in which they were 
embarked Ihould lofe their paffage in this year, they would probably 
arrive in the firft months of the next. Neverthelefs it was neceffary, 
if poffible, to alleviate the inequality between the Englilh and French 
force in Coromandel. 

But the preference which each of the Company’s prefidencies was 
naturally inclined to give to its own fafety, as the only ground on 
which the property and fortunes of the whole community were 
eftablifhed, fuggefled apprehenfions, that Madrafs, in the fame 
manner as it had been treated by the prefidency of Calcutta, 
would, whatfoever might be the neceffity of Bengal, detain, on 
their own fervice, whatfoever troops might be fent to their affift- 
ance; and, although little was to be immediately apprehended in 
Bengal from the French, yet the intire eftrangement of the Nabob, 
and the hazard of all that remained due from him, were to be ex¬ 
pected, if he faw the Englilh force too considerably dimtnilhed, 
without the immediate power of recall, to oppofe either his own at¬ 
tempts againft them; or to a fiord the affiftance he might want, whe¬ 
ther in the maintenance of his authority againft his own fubjeCts, or 
the defence of his territory againft foreign enemies. 

In confequence of thefe conclulions it was determined not to lend 
a body of troops to Madrafs, but to employ all that could with pru¬ 
dence be fpared, in concert with Anunderauze, againft the French in 
the ceded provinces ; which would either occalion a diverfion of their 
troops in the Carnatic, or, if they neglected this affiftance, would 
deprive them at once of all they had acquired by their long con¬ 
nexion with the Subah of the decan : and, left any danger during the 
expedition fliould threaten Bengal, the troops were only to obey the 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 
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The condufl of the expedition was committed to Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel Forde, who, on the invitation of the prefidency to take the 
command of the army in cafe of the departure of Colonel Clive, had 
quitted the King’s fervice in Adlereron’s regiment, and arrived 
from the coaft in the month of April. Mr. George Grey was 
fent to continue the courfe of intelligence at Cutteck, and Mr. 
John Johnftone was dilpatched in the Mermaid (loop to make the 
neceflary preparations in concert with Anunderauze at Vizagapatam. 
The force allotted for the expedition was 500 Europeans, including 
the artillery*men, 2000 Sepoys, and 100 Lafcars : the artillery were 
fix field-pieces, the bell brafs fix-pounders, fix 24 pounders for bat¬ 
tery, a howitz, and an eight-inch mortar. 80000 rupees, and 4000 
gold mohurs, equivalent to 60,000 rupees, were the military cheft 
for immediate expences. The embarkation was made on three of 
the Company’s fhips arrived lately from Europe, on the Thames, 
a private fhip of 700 tons, with two of the pilot {loops of the 
river. The Thames likewife carried a great quantity of provifions 
intended for Madrafs, whither {he was to proceed as foon as the pre- 
fent fervice would permit. By altercations in the council, for the 
meafure was too vigorous to be acceptable to all of them, and by de¬ 
lays in the equipment, the veil els were detained in the river until 
the end of September. Their departure left the Englilh force in the 
province barely equal to what they carrried away. 

The progrefs of this expedition after the departure of the armament, 
bears more relation to the affairs of Coromandel than of Bengal. 
The events wluch immediately enfued in the provinces of Behar and 
Bengal, originated from the diffractions which had for many years 
prevailed at Delhi, the capital of the empire, and from the views and 
operations of a variety of great interefts and powers afting in the 
center of Iudoftan. The developement of thefe caufes, and their 
effects, require an uninterrupted mveffigation of no little compli¬ 
cation and extent. But the important-and neater conteft already 
opened between the Englifh and French nations in the Car¬ 
natic, continues from this time forth with fuch inccffant energy, 
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that our narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their operations 1758. 

without impairing the perlpicuity necefl'ary to explain the ftriffc "ondyr 

fucceffion of influences, by which preceding events were continu¬ 
ally producing thofe which immediately followed. We have there¬ 
fore determined to continue this portion of our ftory without in¬ 
terruption, until the events themfelves begin to take refpite; 
when we fhail return to the affairs of Bengal. 


End of the Ninth Book. 















